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Preface
 

when the Prairie Grove Centennial Committee met for the first time 
in January, the need for preserving facts about Prairie Grove and its 
surrounding area was discussed, The idea of printing a history of 
Prairie Grove was presented and Mayor Eileen Manning appointed G. E. 
Wiswell to look into the project. 

After thinking 11: over , G. E. and Essie agreed to assume 
responsibility for the writing and publishing of a History of Prairie 
Grove, and this book evolved. The hundreds of hOUfs--the phone calls-
the interviews--the trips made in assembling and verifying materials-
were given as a labor of love and appreciation for Prairie Grove and its 
peopl~ who have been so important in our personal and business life for 
the past 52 years, 

The scope of the project made it impossible to contact every family 
directly, but much publicity was provided by the Prs i r i e Grove 
Etit.er pr i se and many, many people r esponded . Others should have been 
included, but aid not provide information or pictures, In that sense the 
history is incomplete and we r eg r-e t it. 

Wherever possible credit for the source is included in the body of 
the text. If met cr t e l for the history had been co l l e c t ed several years 
~.'~o :nore ac c ur a t s information could have been secured, but now many of 
the 01 d-t i mer s are gone, and we had to rely on second and third 
genera't t ons , and em old newspapers and books for information, 

The book is about generations of the past, but when possible) 
information is brought up to the present. Our aim is to preserve the 
history of Prairie Grove for future generations, and to help them under
:=:tanJ t he founding and p:rowth of the town, 

Pr-e par-j ng pictures for this book has been a difficult task. Due must 
keep in mind that we are working with materials I which in many cases, 
were a l nost 100 years old, Photographs were of many materials and in 
various cor:.ditions. Some were dark, some were light, some were torn or 
broken, some were 01 one person and some of groups. In order to use as 
many pictures as possible we have reduced the size of raanv of the over 
300 photographs we received for publication. 

in reading this history, it is important to note dates under the 
headings, Some mat e r i e I is used as it was prev i ous l y published! written 
in present tense, when actually the event occurred many years ago. 

George E, and Essie M, Wiswell 



DEDICATION 
This book is lovingly dedicated to 
G.E. AND ESSIE WISWELL 

G.E. and Essie Wiswell 

Many times the phrase, "labor of love," is too 
liberally applied, too quickly attached. However. in the 
case of The Prairie Grove History Book, it could not 
be more accurate. 

G.E. and Essie Wiswell have poured love into the 
research and preparation of this book, devoting literal
ly thousands of hours of work and asking nothing in 
return. Their commitment to this project is reminis
cent of their total devotion to the community they 
adopted in 1936. 

For 35 years, they published the Prairie Grove 
Enterprise, using the community newspaper for its in
tended purpose: improving the community. Their col
lective works have benefitted the Prairie Grove school 
system, the city government and Prairie Grove Bat

tlcficld State Park. Organizations like the Masonic 
Lodge, the Order of Eastern Star, the Lions Club and 
the PTA have enjoyed the fruits of their hard work. 

When it was suggested to publish a history book 
commemorating Prairie Grove's first 100 years as a 
city, organizers logically turned to G.E. and Essie. Un
like most, they understood the difficult y of the task, but 
they accepted anyway. 

You arc holding the finished product of a true 
labor of love. Every page- except this onc- has come 
to life through the tender care of G.E. and Essie Wis
well. Because of that, and their many years of service 
to the community of Prairie Grove, this book is loving
ly dedicated to them. 
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Lovely County Becomes Washington County
 
~ASHINGTON COUNTY DEFINED 
BY ACT OF OCTOBER 27, 1828 

Arkansas and this area now 
occupied by the white people is 
young. However, the land itself 
is old--older than the mind of 
man can conceive. Indians, it 
is thought, appeared hundreds of 
years before the white man came. 
They did not own the land as 
private property, but claimed 
certain areas as their hunting 
grounds, 

The O'3age Indians left their 
homes in Western Missouri in 
1802 and explored the beautiful 
Ozark Region with its crystal
clear streams, fertile valleys 
and abundant game. They adopted 
the land as far South as the 
Arkansas River. Their claims to 
Arkansas lands were given up in 
1825. 

For several years the hunting 
parties of the Cherokee Indians 
had explored, visited and hunted 
in this area. In 1817 the U. S. 
Government granted them a reser
vation between the Arkansas 
River and White River in ex
change for their lands in 
Tennessee, This created a prob
lem, however, between the Osage 
and Cherokees whose hunting 
grounds overlapped. It also 
created a problem with the white 
settlers who sought to secure 
the rich farming lands of the 
valleys. By treaty in 1828 the 
Cherokees exchanged the terri
tory they occupied between the 
White River and the Arkansas 
River for that west of the 
present Oklahoma line. They were 
moved there and it was known as 
the Indian Territory until Okla
homa became a state. 

The following account of the 
forming of Washington County was 
published in "This is Arkansas" 
in 1986: 

II October 27, 1828 Washington 
County was created. The terri
tory was known as the Lovely 
Purchase. July 9, 1816, William 
and Peter Lovely purchased land 
from the Osage Indians lying 

between the western boundary of 

the Os~ge cession of 1808 arid 
the Verdigris River. The pur
chase was confirmed by treaty 
September 25, 1815, with the 
Osage. However, the United 
States, by the treaty of July 8, 
1817, granted the Cherokee Na
tion a large tract of land north 
of the Arkansas River. When 
lines of the grant were run, it 
was discovered that the grant 
included a large part of the 
Lovely Purchase and all white 
settlers were ordered to leave 
except Mrs. Peter Lovely. 

"The Order created much 
dissatisfaction though most 
settlers moved without offering 
resistance. One of those who 
left was Mark Bean, who was 
operating a salt works, and 
later became a prominent figure 
in Arkansas affairs. In 1824 
Henry W. Conway, using the 
Lovely Purchase as a basis for 
his contention, succeeded in 
having a bill passed by congress 
e~tending the western boundary 
of Arkansas forty miles farther 
west. It was thought that this 
extension included the right to 
settle there, but the order of 
1818 was still in existence and 
white people were warned to keep 
out until all disputes with the 
Indians were settled. 

II October 13, 1827, Governor 
Izard approved an act creating 
Lovely County which included the 
lands in the new forty mile 
strip. By the treaty of 1828 
wi th the Cherokee Indians, the 
present western boundary of the 
state was established and most 
of Lovely County was included in 
the Indian Terri tory. What was 
left was included in Washington 
County by the Act of October 27, 
1828." 

The Western, Northwestern and 
Central part of Washington 
County was settled first after 
the treaty of 1828 was signed 
gi ving the white man the right 
to settle it. According to 
Goodspeed History of 1889, when 
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the white men entered this 
valley they were overwhelmed by 
the beauty and abundance of ~ild 
animals such as bear, deer, elk, 
buffalo, wolf, panther, wild cat 
and many small animals. Animal 
trails made to water and salt 
licks were the ones traveled by 
early explorers and settlers. By 
1820 the buffalo had receded 
some fifteen miles northwest of 

the valley, however their paths 
were still numerous, mainly 
leCldin8 from one ~alt lick to 
another. These licks were 
depressions of the earth which 
filled with water, a little 
brackish in wet weather. In 
summer when dry, they were used 
by buffalo for salt with which 
the earth was saturated and were 
known as ('buffalo licks." 

Two Sermons Traded for Spring
 
TWO SERMONS TRADED FOR "FLOWING 
FOUNTAIN OF CLEAR, COLD WATER" 

The Spanish explorer, 
Hernando DeSoto and a group of 
his followers, were probably the 
first white men to visit what is 
now known as the Prairie Grove 
Valley and the spring, in 1541
Newspaper articles, history 
books, and discoveries of Span
ish coins and pottery by early 
settlers seems to confirm this. 

The Buchanans, although early 
settlers in the Prairie Grove 
area, were not the first white 
people to locate in what was 
then known as Lovely County. 
There were white families living 
at Dutch Mills, Cane Hill and 
other points West of Prairie 
Grove to the Indian Territory. 

Hock ;pring in center of Prairie Grove 
(Bre~ster Photo} 

"Frank Pierce who, about 1819 
came up White River trapping and 
hunting, on reaching the mouth 
of West Fork, ascended that 
stream to within two miles of 
Fayetteville where he discovered 

a herd of buffalo. While 
attempting to kill a buffalo for 
food, he saw a band of Indians. 
He lowered his gun without fir
ing, dropped down the bank and 
retired for the night under the 
friendly shelter of a large elm. 

Four Brick Business Houses under 
Construction in 1904 

(8re~ster Photo} 

The next day he struck the 
waters of the Illinois and fol
lowed that beautiful stream to 
its mouth, then down the Arkan
sas to where Lewisburgh now is, 
thence across to Batesvi lIe. 
About the year 1828 he came back 
and settled near the place where 
nine years before he had spent 
the night hiding from the 
Indians." (Goodspeed History of 
1889) 

In the spring of 1829 Rev. 
Andrew Buchanan left Warren 
County, Kentucky, and with his 
family traveled by boat to Mont
gomery's Point near the mouth of 
White River. After remaining 
there for several days they took 
passage to Little Rock. From 
there they took the first boat 
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ever to ascend White River, I'The in the trunk to pound out his 
Woverly," to Frog Bayou in Craw cornmeal and other grain for the 
ford County, Arkansas. making of bread. 

The following account ofAft8r re~ining ~t Frog B~you 

for several months, Andrew "Uncle Buck" settling at the 

Buchanan wi th two men servants spring in 1829 was written by 

left for this area to select a Col. James Preston Neal, a step
new home. He came to Cane Hi 11 son of "Uncle Buck" Buchanan, 
where he had three brothers and was carried in the Northwest 
already settled. He was told of Arkansas Times under the heading 
a large spring in the middle of of "Lovely County Heritage l

' : 

a beautiful valley six or seven "My stepfather, familiarly 
miles east of Cane Hill. He and known as "Uncle Buck," and who 
a friend set out to Ii s p y out the for ShOT t: wi 11 be ment i oned so 

land." He was much pleased with from now on, told the hunter 
the fertile land, large trees Wagnon, that he would like to 
for the building of a home, and make his home beside that flow

ffbC!~'e is the e~rliest oi cture of ttie sprIng svs i l sb i e N~)te the log 5J)I'jn9n~)/)5e and t.l?e 

(tame dwel11l7g In the background, A told In t.he old photo causes a l ine from top to bottom 
of picture, 

the abundant water flowing from ing fountain of clear c.o l d 
the spring. However, another water. The old hunter very 
pioneer by the name of Tom generousl y offered to be neigh-
Wagnon has already settled at borly and courteous to 
the spring and laid claim to the strangers, especially to a 
land. Mr. Wagoner was known as a preacher, told him that he would 
great hunter and while hunting take his pony and gun and look 
for buffalo, elk and bear, had over the adjacent hills and 
followed the wild animal trails valleys and if he could find 
to the spring. After laying another good spring not claimed 
claim to the land around the by anyone else, he would let 
spring he made some improvements him have his improvements--the 
such as cut~t1n8 down a 1ar58 post-oak stump with -the mortar 

post oak tree and burning a hole in it. He shouldered his old 
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flintlock gun and started out 
through the wilderness and after 
a two days search, returned 

saying he had found another 
spring that would anawer his 
purpose and that if "Uncle Buck" 
would corne to his new home when 
he got settled down and preach 
two good sermons, he wou 1dIet 
him have the claim to this 
spring. 

"Uncle Buck'! agreed to go 
to hi s new horne and preach the 
two sermons for the old hunter, 
and the trade was closed. "Uncle 
Buck" and his two man servants 
built a double log house and 
other improvements and returned 
for the remainder of his family. 

"After his return to Frog 
Bayou, we were soon on the road 
for our new home in the wi Ld e r->
ness or backwoods of the now 
te rnous garden spot of Northwest 
ArKansas. We arrived at James 
Buchanan's in Cane Hi lIon the 
3rd day of September, 1829. On 
the 4th Uncle Buck sent out word 
to bis neighbors there that he 
would not come out until the 
5th. He wished to celebrate the 
meeting of the First Continental 
C'ong r-es.ss in 1774, by his arrival 
at his new home. 'We were to meet 
him there or at the creek. 

"On the 5th we arrived at 
Marrs' Creek a while before 
noon, accompanied out from Cane 
Hi 11 by .James and Robert Buchan
an, Sam Carnahan, William 'Woody, 
Rankin and Peter Pyeatt, and 
perhaps some others. 'We met 
there Isaac Marrs and family, 
Mose~3 Edmiston and family, old 
man Lawrence and family. Mrs. 
Edwards and family. Rev. William 
Stephens. Sam Stephenson, Maj or 
Jim Billingsley, and John 
Alexander. 

"Isaac Marrs lived at the 
cr-ossing and conducted us across 
and up the road, tODk to the 
right SDme seventy Dr eighty 
yards where there were some 
ashes, part of a backlog and 
some chunks, an old face-camp 
and a delapidated camp-lamp. 
"Here." he said I kindled theIt 

first campfire and built the 
first face-camp that was ever 

made in this valley by a whi te 
man." The chunks were put to
gether, a fire kindled. coffee 

made, and the families present 
brought frDm their wagons 
baskets well filled with prD
visions. A temporary table was 
made by spreading table cloths 
on the ground. The coffee and 
provisions were prepared. then 
we partook of a magnificent 
dinner, Our meats were buffalo. 
bear and deer. Dinner being over 
we proceeded to what i~ now 
Prairie Grove spring," 

Lo",ing South on !I,'C! Street in esr ty /900s. 
BUIlding on right; !lcCoy Produce, Just back of 
it IS Prairie Grove's first !lill. 

(C. IIi 1son Photo) 

ShDrtly after the Buchanans 
establ ished their home near the 
spring, a church and school, 
known as "Uncle" Buck's school
house, was started. J, M. Hoge , 
who later became a lawyer, 
taught this school. Abou t this 
time Sam Houston visited the 
spring o n his way t o Fayette
ville. He traveled with a large 
group of men. Among them was 
Resin Bowie, the inventer of the 
famous Bowie Kni f e , School was 
turned out SD the students cDuld 
hear HDuston speak at the 
spring. 

Other n o t e d visi t.ore were 
Jefferson Da v i e . General Win
field Scott and the Indian Chief 
SequDyah. 
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Rev. Buchanan died in 1857, 
leaving his real estate by will 
to his widow during her 
lifetime. At her death, with the 
exception of eighty acres which 
was to go to the Cane Hill Col
lege, and in the event of the 
failure of that institution, it 
was to become the property of 
the Cumberland Book Concern of 
Nashville, Tenn., and eighty to 
go to two servants. This bequest 
naturally created serious com
plications in the title. 

In 1871 Col. James P. Neal, a 
step-son returned from Texas and 
settled on the farm of Mr. Bu
chanan after obtaining deeds 
from the various parties inter
ested in the property. Four 
years later Col. Neal conceived 
the idea of establishing a town. 
A plat was made and the name of 
Prairie Grove was a natural as 
the town was set in a valley and 
trees around the spring formed a 
shady grove. The first lot was 
sold to Neal Kidd and wa,~ lo
cated on the Northwest corner of 
Buchanan and Neal Streets. A 
post office was established and 
Col, Neal was made postmaster. 

The first Prairie Grove store 
was owned by James P. Nea 1, and 
the second by Neal Kidd. A busi
ness establishment which pre
dated the town, was a blacksmith 
and wagon shop started by Rogers 
and Baggett in 1872. In 1875 a 
store house was erected and a 
stock of goods put in. In 1876 
McPhetridge, Baggett and Rogers 
erected a large steam mill on 
the corner of Mock and Buchanan. 
(The mi 11 can be seen inane of 
the early street scenes pUb
lished in this book. ) 

In 1877 the town was regular
ly laid out and the first sale 
of lots took place March 24, 
1877. In 1888 the Town of 
Prairie Grove was incorporated. 
It had reached a population of 
about 500 by 1889. 

In 1888 and 1889 the follow
ing businesses were operating in 
Prair1e Grove: General Stores 
were owned by H. C. and G. W. 
Crowell; B. A. Carl; W. N. But
ler and Company; Hardy & Marrs, 

W. P. Dyer, and D. F, McMillan.
 
Furniture Store by H. H. Col

lier; A. Dixon & Co., Harness 
and Saddle Shop; McCormick & 
Co., Druggist; H. C. Cronwell, 
Druggist; Simons & Henderson, 
Jewelry; Searh & Dorman, Marble 
Works; Baggett & Sanders, Hard
ware; J. F. Rich, Lumber; 
Prairie Grove Mill, H. C. and 

rbo:» taken irc» root ot CUIid:ni} 5,~~lWS osr« 
burtdt n» under consiruc tson and !'fJe Southern 
/1ercantJie to, 

G, Yl. Crowell; Prairie Gr-ove 
Canning and Evaporating CD. Mus-
ieal Instruments, Etc., E:immons 
& Henderson. 

In 1900, Prairie (~rove had 
six grocers, four general 
stores, two blacksmiths dnd 
J. Hale was listed as the only 
lawyer. H. B. Collier and J. W. 
Ell ison were jewelers, and 
S, Davis, the barber. Four doc
t o r c were located here at this 
time; J, H. Brewster, E. G. 
McCormick, Yl. H. Mock and 
Dr. Samuel Rogers. E. H. [Jarman 
was a marble worker and F. IN. 
Youree had a livery stable and 
operated a hotel. The Terpenings 
manufactured brick east of 
Prairie Grove; Mrs. Scott sup
plied hats, and H. Scott had a 
furniture store. 

(Information for this a r t LcI.e 
was taken from: Goodspeed Histo
ry of 1889; old handwritten 
notes (date unknown); Pre Lr i e 
Grove Enterprise.) 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

The masonry di tch along the 
South side of the Prairie Grove 
Cemetery was approved by the WPA 
May 22, 1941. 
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A Walk Around Town
 
(Reprinted t the t ir o m "Pra r e 

GrLlVE' BBnnE'r, II August 22, 1885.) 

Starting from the drug store 
of those worthy young gentlemen, 
McCormick and Bra's, we were 
soon in front of B. A. Carl's 
imposing front, that gentleman 
on the platform looking business 
allover. Turni ng North up Mock 
Street we were soon in front of 

Buthanan Street, 100lIng lIest 
IE. DavIdson Photo) 

McMillan's store, looking in a 
moment at that industrious man 
we moved on north. This street 
(Mock Street) has many pleasant 
residences I among them Mr. Tom 
Sanders' with its late finish is 
the most attractive; the side
walks however are in miserable 
condition, dirty, weedy, and 
trashy. Stumps dug from the 
street are setting along on the 
sidewalk to dry or to rot. One 
of them will weigh 700 pounds. 

Reaching Garrison Ave. and 
turning east ,our eyes rest on 
the home of Dr. Garrison. The 
bang of the hammer and the noise 
of the saw is heard within, 
telling that completion is going 
on; the fine flowers, luscious 
fruit, and vine-clad bowers 
surrounding the Dr.'s home 
reminds one of (dew drop in). 

Next we passed by the 
comfortable and rather attrac
tive residences of Maud Shoffner 
on the right and Jno. O. Parks 
on the left. We are next between 
the M. E. Church on our right 
and a beautiful grove on our 

left going down Neal street on 
which we pass the Parsonage and 
several nice residences, the 
most noticeable ones: Mrs. Laura 
Parks on the right and Vine
 
Cottage on the left. This street
 
and its sidewalks are in fine 
fix. 

We next find ourselves in the 
shadow of umbragious trees, 
seated on a massive rock gazing 
at the cold clear water of that 
grand old spring, from whose 

depth more people have perhaps 
drunk than from any other 
spri ng in the grand North-West. 
This spring is the property of 
Col. Neal who has the most 
imposing mansion with the most 
beautiful surroundings, shrubs 
and trees in the place. 

We are next going west on 
Buchanan street passing between 
a beautiful cottage on the right 
covered with vines and an 
imposing residence on the left 
undraped by tree or flower, 
passing a yellow cottage-
basking in the sun we come to 
the Hotel peering through leaves 
and boughs we had glimpses of 
what might seem to us a nice 
place for rest and comfort if 

~ethodist Churth, South 
IE, Davidson Photo; 

the trees had been permitted to 
go up in the air and their 
stumps trimmed so the gentle 
breeze and vision could reach 
it. 
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On down by the Post Office 
presided over by that attentive 
spectacled gentleman the 
assistant we came to the Skating 
Rink. A look in at the half 
opened door our head is made 
dizzy by the gliding to-and-fro 
of young ladies looking more 
angelic than our brightest 
dreams of the redeemed wi ngi ng 
t~heir way around the portals of 
the better world. 

noc« Street, looking South 
(E, Da vJdson Ph~.,tJ..') 

We looked in at 
Joe was selling 
young lady and the 
leaning back in a 
(chair) looking 

Rich & Son's. 
ribbon to a 

old gent is 
sap Lt t-bottorn 
happy. The 

barber shop I-s passed, then a 
nook where boys are at croquet 
and other boys are 1 ooki ng on. 
We then enter the door of those 
attentive business men, the 
Browells. They ......jere 
scripture but 
inqUired, "will 
anything?" 

We then cross to 

not arguing 
courteously 
you have 

the business 
house of that young-old man. Dr, 
Blanton, who politely shook our 
hand while we attentively 
scrutinized his pious appearing 

clerk doi ng up goods wi th tears 
in his eyes. Out on the street 
we see black smoke rolli ng up 
from several furnaces and see 
strong men movi ng a bout in the 
shoPSi we hear the busy buzz of 
the mill and see steam pu ff i ng 
from its roof. 

Moving on down Buchanan 
street we pass the saddlers 
shop, cabinet shop and several 
nice residences; halting between 
the neat cottage of Jonathan 
wilkerson and the cemetery we 
take a 
dence 
looking 
we see 
peering 
weeds, 

view of the sightly resi
of J, J, Baggett, then 

over into the cemetery 
many slabs and monuments 

above the grass and 
under a bushy blackj ack 

we seat ourselves to rest and 
medi tate. 

L,'oking scutt: (r"" !lock Park 1.1 Oep,,1 
If. Oavidson Ph"I,,) 

(The above article is used as 
originally written as far as 
punctuation and capitalization 
is concerned, but has been para
graphed to make it more read
able. ) 

Many Fine Horses in Prairie Grove Valley
 
(.4rknn~:;as Gazette) Nove mber :].1 1 

19i55! wr i tt.e n by r. ~T, He e r -: 

h'.:J,s en) 

The Prairie Grove Valley at 
the turn of the century was 
e l moss t 0. second bluegrass sec
tion. It was flanked by knot 
country--hills--like Kentucky's, 
e n d 1 to settlers were noted for 

breeding fine horses. The 
Valley, in Washington County. 
Lncluded such communities as 
Prairie Grove, Cincinnati, 
walnut Grove, Evansville, Viney 
Grove, Cane Hill, Rhea's Mill, 
Dutch Mills, Sugar Hill and it 
lapped over into Indian Terri
tory at Stilwell. 

The majority of early set
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t Le r-e came from Tennessee, 
Unlike most covered wagon immi
grants, with only 0. hound dOB 
ti.ed to the rear axle, they 
bruught good bleeding stock with 
them---p111narily work horses for 
plowing, logging and heavy haul
ing. Bu t they also brought 
blooded stallions for sport and 

V, 0, ~oore with his two-y~or-old hors~, Don 
Pointer, 

(Joy 4f~bb Library Photo) 

p le-ae.u r e . Their stock reflected 
careful '3electioll and they took 
~ride in condit.ioning their 
hen ::3e ';:, . 

Tlle:~e families and their 
live'5tock settled comfortably 
i nt o the fertile Prairie Grove 
Valley a11,l -in time, the area 
became noted for its good horse
flesh whether farm work horses, 
[aHcy buggy teams, good saddlers 

80rn of John £, R"9US, breedu of fine 
I ivestoc«, lorste» 1-1/2 si Ies Irorth of Prairie 
Grove 

(Prewstu Photo) 

or racing stock--pacers, 
ters and running horses. 

FrOID time to time these 

settlers returned to Tennessee 
alld Kentucky and brought back 
other breedins stock, 

From a stallion--Cold Deck-
t he y de ve Lo pe d a strain of 
running horses, TIlis breed could 
be easily r~Lognized from its 
blood bay c o Lor- with black ma n e 
and tail. Cold Deck's offspring 

around 1,200 pounds, andwei 6hed 
reportedly wen:' the f a e t.e e.t. of 

any horse~ ill the entire area of 
Ark a n-s a s, , Mis'~ouri and. the Indi
an territory. 

J ot.n E. Rogers wa'~, a cor-sse 
fancier who built a trdck at his 
place lletween Viney Grove dnd 
P'r a i r ie (rl'uve. As h iss dc u g h t.e-z
Re c a said, Ita round track Dnd a 
straight track." The R08er:~ were 
pr o f ees i ona l h o r e.e breeJer';.;, and 
even employed a trainer, 011e 
Fre n k Vest. They wen t 1 n fur 

Dr, W. H, ~ork WI th one ot hIS t ine horses, 
(.h'y Webb Library Pboto) 

trotters and pdGerS and Early 
Bug! cm e of their t r-o t t e r e wa's 
famous on tl-acks at Cassville, 
No . Hot Spr i ng:::; and Kenkakee, 
Ill. They d 150 had a pacer! 
Irvin H, which was brought from 
Kentucky, and a br o t.he r- of this 
hOI 58, Clifford H, was owned by 
Col. Carl Ownbey. Plush Boy, a 
trotter well known on the 
tracks, carne from Jo"bnson's 
Stables at Bowling Greenj the 
Rogers traded a fine Percher on 
for it. Burley Reaper was 
another of the Rogers' string, 

Reea Rogers was brought up on 
a horse and even when a 5lip of 
a girl she could ride--not side
saddle--as well as any horseman, 
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Once while they were training a 
mare, Mary Pertum, which be
longed to Foss Baker of Evans
ville and Stilwell, the rider 
became sick. So her father 
strapped her in the saddle to 
exercise the horse. She said 
later that the animal "was as 
mean as a snake and if she 
could, would throw her rider. 
But I was never afraid of any 
horse. Mary Pertum behaved 
beautifully with me in the 
saddle." 

The Moore brothers--whose 
favorite first name was John-
settled around Prairie Grove, 
Sugar Hill, Cane Hill, and 
Cincinnati, and maintained pas
tures of fine horses. It was 
quite difficult to tell to which 
John Moore one was referring, 
but one was easily identified: 
He was nicknamed "Crying John. II 

With no effort at all he could 
wring out tears in a horse 
trade, even though he knew he 
was getting the best of the 
swap. Once while riding a fine 
horse back from Fayetteville, 
the county seat, he rode through 
Prairie Grove. A couple of his 
friends spoke to him but he 
seemed to be preoccupied and 
rode on. In a moment, however, 
he turned to his friends and 
broke out in tears. ·'Been up to 
Fayetteville," he told them. 
"It's tax paying time, you know. 
They robbed me." With that he 
turned his horse and, still cry
ing, rode off. 

Mack Morton, of one of these 
early families, brought back a 
saddlebred stallion and, at his 
farm in the Walnut Grove commun
ity, started an annual colt 
show. Prizes were offered for 
the different classes, such as 
the best colt from his stud. 
Another class was for the best 
lady rider--sidesaddle. The 
children were not left out 
e1 ther j there was a class for 
the best rider among the boys 
and one for the girls. These 
colt shows drew entries fram 
breeders in the surrounding 
counties and were gala days 

throughout the Valley. 
Locust Dell Farm, south of 

Prairie Grove, was the John Mock 
Homestead, and from this fami ly 
came a famous son, Dr. Will H. 
Mock. 

On~ of th~ tine horse« a~n~d by John f. 
/la9~rs around /9/1. Riding in 1M sulky is R~c. 

/lagers IIcCuistian. 
(II. IIcCuistion Photo) 

When he graduated from medi
cal school at Vanderbilt Univer
sity, his mother and father gave 
him a registered saddle horse, 
Ro xana . Dr. Mock started prac
ticing via horseback, carrying 
his medicines in his saddle 
bags. From horseback to a single 
buggy, and then--as Dr. Mock ex
plained--"to double buggy with 
two horses, to the pole." 

Dr. Mock became a famous phy
sician and surgeon and his heri
tage for fine horses was carried 
on wi th sty1ish buggy teams as 
well as race horses. Dr. Mock 
owned many mounts, including 
Woodland Wilkes, a famous pacer; 
Woodland was a family horse, 
too, used to buggy or saddle. 
Mr. Mock recalled a record 
breaker pacer, Bill Nye, which 
he owned, and he recalls a white 
stallion, General Forrest, which 
was brought in from Tennessee. 
For a long while after cars re
placed his horses, Dr. Mock kept 
his saddle horse as his standby. 
Today, at 90, Dr. Mock prac
tices, lectures and inspires 
many young men who are worki ng 
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toward taking the Hippocratic 
Oath. 

Ed Rogers, another of the 
horse-breeding clan, was in the 
buying and selling end of the 
business. His market was largely 
in the Cherokee nation just 
across the Arkansas 1 i ne. II The 
Indians, II he said, "were ready 
buyers of good horses. II 

J. f/. Ram5~Y WI th one of hIS Draft HOfS125 at 
/1,'[/ 5pl'1179 in early 1.9005. 

When I asked Ed Rogers if the 
Indians had the money to buy his 
horses he said that I'most of the 
time they didn't, but I took 
their notes. We used a note we 
called, "Pull Back Note." You 
see the Indians always had some 
money coming--their headright 
money. Didn't have any trouble 
collecting. 10 

Horse races were usually held 
in the fall at the v a r Lou ss 
quarter-mile tracks at different 
farms. 

When the Washington County 
Fair was reorganized in 1906, 
Hack Morton and Dr. Mock were 
original board members and were 
responsible for the racing pro
gram. 

Macy Harrison was a boy at 
the time in Prairie Grove. 
(Later he was postmaster there.) 
He recalls the horse race of all 

The earliest stage line from 
Fayetteville to Fort Smith 
passed through Hog Eye, and 
later went through West Fork. 

horse races he saw at that time: 

"The Cold Deck horses were 

the fastest running horses any
where in that country. This was 
on a hot September afternoon. 
There was to be a race between a 
Cold Deck horse and a small 
horse~ Mary Pertum, that Foss 
Barker had brought over from 
Stilwell. She just weighed about 
1, 050 pounds and was a sorrel, 
blazed faced and stocki ng 
legged, There was pretty heavy 
betting, too, on this race; Mary 
Pertum had quite a few backers 
from the Indian Territory. One 
of the Moore brothers asked me 
to go with him down on the turn, 
to watch 'em go by, When we 
heard the pistol shot we 
strai ned to see the two horsee 
coming around the curve. There 
was just one horse and that was 
Mary Pert-um. She was j umpi ng 20 
to 25 feet at a leap and the 
Cold Deck horse was hardly in 
sight. After the race I asked 
Mr. Moore what he thought of 

/lark Roll.'n5 snd 5017 
(8. HeiR! Ph,,!o) 

that Pertum mare. He told mel 
"The nag has yet to be born that 
will beat her," 

Today throughout the Valley 
the highbred mounts are gone; 
but 
app

they left a 
for finereciation 

heritage 
horses. 

of 

****** 
The Cash Store, located in 

the Masonic BUilding and owned 
by Clint Carl, was sold to Tom 
Bell in 1919. 
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Remember When?
 
OLD WATERING TROUGHOLD ClTY 'oELL 

The old City well which was 
located on South Mock street at 
the Northeast corner of the old 
McCoy Produce Building, was used 
as a beginning point when 
Prairie Grove was platted in 

rMi/i 'if} J (JIJ ttie cornero: /(';.',~' 8171...:" 8~jtf;?"a_'i In 
U5e cnt i! l st» '305 or B3"J~' '4,:'5 ~If)el~ .t l.+/d5 

tcverec ;"'1 in a i~el+' 5:je~'aj~, 

1886. A stone marker ne e r the 
well is the point from which all 
surveyi ng done in the Ci ty of 
Prairie Grove is measured, 

The well and pump, with a tin 
cup usually hanging conveniently 
by) was u~::3ed until the • :::,\}5 or 
'408 and wa:3 covered when the 
McCoys poured a n~w sidewalk. 

The picture of the well and 
pump which accompanies this 
article waG taken from a city 
street, probably in the early 

1900s. 

The old horse-watering trough 
which stood back of the Southern 
Mercantile for many years, was 
recently re-disC'overed when the 
early Lee Jones horne on South 
Mock was razed and the lot 
c l e a rie d up. 

The trough is made of sol id 
concrete ~nd was ftlleo by water 
which came by gravity-flow f r-om 
Mock Spring. It provided cool 
drinks for both man and beast. 

Jimmie SmiTh, present owner 
of the antique trough, plan', to 
move 1t to his home on South 
Mock and recaat it for use as a 
flower container. 

ncrse It!dte1'1n~1 t.r·~iL{}/'" ~,'t,"C': 5tOJL7 t'3:.-,' ,,' 

souirem !1ercantlle tor man)' veal'S, 
(BlakeR/Me PhQtl)) 

STOCK YARDS 

Prairie Grove has had at 
least tWD livestock yards. A map 
dated 19013 shows a stockyard 
near the old Bill Rarthol("1mew 
horne, A spur of the Frisco Rc : 1
road ran to t.h Is ,::,tnckV3.rd and 
on to the Prairie Grove Mil] 

The other stockyard belonged 
to Lee Jones and was ssi t.ua t e d 
back of Jonp",?, Gr oce r-v Store on 
South Mock Street. lt was used 
+0 hold c~ttle to be bou~ht and 
sold. 

****** 
The Prairie Grove Ministerial 

All iance was o r g a n t zed February 
7, 1940, with Rev. H. H, Scrud.
der of the Cumberland Presbyter
ian Church as chairman. 
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DAVIDSON LAWN DISPLAYS 1860 CENSUS SHDWSJQ\ SLAVE OWNERS IN CDUN1Y 

FAMILY AR11FAC1S 

The spacious lawn at the E. 
H. Davidson home on East Pa rke 
St.l·e~t in PJairie Grove contains 
t wo Ln t e r e a t t ng a rt t f ac t e r-e1o.

t t v e- to the c r a r t.o of Mrs. 
Da v t d s.ou ' '3 grandfather, Ernest 
H. DOC1DdD. 

Pur-t:;lorl'~ o f e.n iron f8Dce re
':'t~j ved by E. H. Dorman in the 

In 1860 there were 301 slave 

owners in Washington County 
holdi ng a total of 1,495 slave 
wo r ke r e , according to a United 
States Farm Census taken that 
year. 

The Prairie Grove farming 
area, with its large acreages of 
wheat, corn, hay, and fine 
horses and mules, was using 
slave labor both in the fields 
and around the homes. Early pic
tures and articles tell of 
slaves an the Mock, Buchanan j 

Neal, Wilson and Hannah farms, 

.et e j f)On":;: ,~:" p.xy ment. for a 
t timb-e r.t rnee , i : u·=::"~',:l ro ell,~.l use 

p.:'1! t of tht-' r ron t y t rd at Lh~ 

[l,::t\,'jd""u!l l~c,nl'? i]u:~ o t r.e r L1r t i
fn' '~d l[irl<istllD~ wh~~t, f OlJ r 

Jld IJi'lndstone tron nsroie qI.J3 1" · \ ' , 

fe e t .ec r o-. dlld ~.i.8ht 1n'-:[185 
tllj( k . The wheel was used by 
F. H. Iio r rna n i o r s.ha r-pe u i ng 
tDol::;:. e t h t s, q u e r r y at Mountain 
Gctp, e ae.t. oi Prairie Grove, 
a Lou t. 1908. A slab of sandstone 

shown on top of the wheel also 
came from the quarry. 

as well as other early families. 
According to Ketron Faddis, 

there is a negro cemetery an his 
present farm south of Prairie 
Grove. There are no markers on 
the graves but it is believed 
there were lIar 12 buried 
there. Faddis discovered the 
graves while digging fence post 
hales several years ago. The 
existence of a negro burial 
ground has been confirmed by 
several early residents of this 
area, he said. 

The kitchen portion of the 
present Faddis home is an old 
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log structure believed to have 
been at one time a negro 
servant's quarters. The floor 
joist and ceiling beams are of 
hewed native materials and two 
of the doors were of solid 
walnut. One of the doors is 
still in use. Faddis said that 
the lumber is still very solid 
and at the time he connected the 
building to his home, it was 
almost impossible to saw into 
it. 

The acreage in the Faddis 
farm, and other farms now sur
rounding it, was known as 
"Tanglewood" in the early days, 
At one time the ownership was 
under the Buchanans and the late 
Rev. Buchanan, negro minister in 
Fayetteville, recalled playing 
at	 the farm when he was a child. 

Other information related to 
the area, pointed out by Mr. 
Faddis, is that a long rock 
fence on the west side of the 
creek across from his farm could 
have been built by slave labor, 
however, thi s has not been 
authenticated. Also that the 
first Center Point church and 
school building was a log struc
ture and located east and south 
of the Pinnacle Mountain until 
it was removed to its present 
location. 

Photo of Rh~a 's ffill tete» from pJa/1~ about 
/923 by Caswell Wilson. IC. Vil.on Photo) 

/'flSS Lyde ncore and /'frs, S, H, 11115017, 
/'f1S5 ncore vss in fharge ot the /'f111117er)/ 
Department of the Southern /'fercdnt 1 le Compdnr, 

(Barnes Photo) 

FORMER PRESIDENT TAFT GREETED 
BY LARGE CROWD AT DEPOT 

«Pre i r i e Grove Herald! 
November 8, 1917) 

Former President William H. 
Taft, enroute from Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, where he delivered 
addresses Wednesday afternoon 
and last night, was greeted by a 
large and patriotic crowd at the 
depot at 12:30 yesterday after
noon as he passed through 
Prairie Grove. 

The pupils of the Prairie 
Grove school were present ina 
body, under the direction of 
their teachers. A large number 
of school children carried U. S, 
flags which they waved lustily 
as the train pulled into the 
station. In response to call, 
Mr. Taft appeared on the rear 
platform! where he was g1 van a 
cordial greeting. The train was 
held for about five minutes 
while he talked to the crowd 
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upon a patriotic subject, the 
great war situation, the part we 
mU::3C and will p l a y tn put down 
militarism a nd l.rLrig about peace 
,~~_.l u , 

Mr. Taft spoke in a clear 
v otce arId appealed to be in 
r o t.u-s t; hf?(~l tb~-sur-ply jtc o ve r tem 

e 
: ; JII"Jt e f f e. r,ing IdE, e v o i r du po Ie 

t U d lly Hot j c.e a b Le e x t e n t . 

A PF,"OTE'3T 

(F'ra i r I e Grove Herald, 
August 6, 1914) 

We the undersigned patronb of 
the business interests of 
Prairie Grove, do most earnestly 
protest against the municipal 
order requiring our wives and 
daughters to go into the back 
lots to hitch their horses and 
we appeal to a 11 good women of 
the town to follow the golden 
rule in the treatment of their 
country sisters and use their 
influence for the repeal of said 
order. Signed: B. C. Campbell, 
H, D, Cummings, H, S, Mobley, 
D, N, Ralston, L, E, Maupin, 
I, N, Broyles, J, N, Kf fe r , 
E, C, Henson, J, P, Shofner, 
W, H, Bennett, W, T, Neal, John 
Hale, 

1888 GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
CONTAINS OATA ON FRAIRIE GROVE 

Mrs. David Bartholompw owns a 
copy of the Annual Report of the 
Geological Survey of Arkansas 
for 1558 Vol. IV, The Report was 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Hunting Psrt», L.fl to Righi: O.Jford E. 
Ri.rr, (lar."," Bf'WSl-r, RrviJ .Ri~rr, L.~ 
Jones; Fronl Row: Villii'd Brooks, JIll Ruff, 

(8, 8roJ.lt"S PIlI.1( !.1) 

printed in four volumes and Vol, 
IV was Washington County Plant 
List. Some r rrt ar-e sa t i ng eKcerpts 

follow: 
The picture on the flyleaf is 

of Fayetteville, "looking East 
from the Arkansas Industrial 
University. II 

"TOPOGRAPHY FEATURES: Prairie 
Grove--"As the name implies, the 
surrounding country was origin
ally a prairie, but from this 
prairie arises at no great dis
tance, several isolated hills 
and beyond, skirting the 
southern and western and south
eastern horizons are mountains. 
From the center of the town the 
land rises to the north, the 
Institute (Methodist Academy) 
building being at least 30 feet 
above the stone at the corner of 
Buchanan and Mock Streets. TId s 
building stands about 100 feet 
above the water of the Illinois 
River at the Ford on the Farm
ington-Prairie Grove road." 

·SPRINGS: At the residence of 
Col, J, P. Neal at Prairie 
Grove, there is a beautiful 
spring, tl owt ng from a lirn.estone 
formation, A well, 75,8 r t . 

deep, at the residence of Dr, 
E, G. McCormick, is said to have 
passed through 69 feet of lime
stone and chert, and 6,8 ft, of 
white sand." 

"The soils derived from the 
sandstones and shales of the 
County are well adapted for 
brick making, The brick clays 
will be found especially abun
dant and good on the planes that 
adjoin the bases of hills and 
mountains, The shales of the 
county are available for the 
manufacturing of bricks and 
sewer pipe~3." 

"The esta bl ishment of canning 
plants at Springdale, West Fork, 
Prairie Grove and Boonesboro, 
bear witness of the abundance of 
tomatoes, sweet corn, peas. 
beans and fruits," 

POPULATION--totol for Wash
ington County, 1880, 23,844; 
FayetteVille, 3,000; Springdale, 
1,000; Prairie Grove, 500, 
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Fires Destroy Much of Early Prairie Grove
 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK BLDG, 
DESTROYED BY FIRE IN 1914 

(Pre i r i e Grove Hera 1 d , 
July 2, 1914) 

Another serious fire occurred 
in our little city at an early 
hour Tuesday morning when the 
First National Bank building was 
completely destroyed by fire, 
The fire was first discovered 
about one o'clock and at the 
time the flames were coming out 
of the windows on the second 
story, and with the means at 
hand for combating the fire, it 
could not be checked, but burned 
steadily until 3 o'clock, by 

C1"nlng up s t ter dt sssirou» tire 01 1906, 
( T1w!}}pson PhC'to I 

which time the entire structure 
was a heap of smouldering ruins. 

The bu t LdLrig was a substan
tial two-story brick structure. 
The first floor was occupied by 
the Bank, and an office room in 
the rear was occupied by Judge 
H. P. Greene as a Justice of the 
Peace room, 

The second story was used as 
office rooms and was occupied by 
E. K. Torbett's law off ice and 
Torbett & Harris Insurance 
office. It was in this first 
room that the fire was first 
discovered. Mr. Torbett lost a 
valuable law library, with all 
the other office fixtures, 
records, etc. His loss was 
partly covered by insurance. 

The second room was occupied 
by Adolphus Stamps' law office. 

He carried no insurance. W. T. 
Edmisten had just opened a real 
estate office in the third room 
on this floor, and carried no 
insurance. The fourth room was 
used by Mason and Bain for their 
real estate office, and had no 
insurance, 

Judge Greene was the most 
fortunate person who had an 
office in the building. When it 
was seen the building was doomed 
everything in his office was 
moved out in safety, including 
all his J. P. records. 

All of the Bank's money was 
in the safe and the books and 
papers were in the vault. When 
the safe and vault were opened 
the contents were found to be in 
first class condition. In fact, 
the interior of the vault did 
not show a trace of the fire. 

The bank building and the 
furniture and fixtures is the 
loss sustained by the bank, but 
this was largely covered by 
insurance. 

The bank opened for business 
Wednesday morning in the old 
Drug Store BUilding, two doors 
east of the Herald office where 
they expect to be located until 
they can rebuild their banking 
house. The volume of business 
done by this institution in 
their new quarters on the day 
after the fire, which amounted 
to more than the usual daily 
business, shows the confidence 
the people have in the stability 
of this bank. 

The good work of the Fire 
Company and other citizens saved 
much other property from 
destruction. The Leader store, 
which occupies the adj oi ning 
one-story building on the east 
of the bank, was threatened with 
destruction for a time, and the 
stock of goods was removed from 
the house. 

The store of J. P. Edmiston 
and Son on the west, was in less 
danger, there being about 30 
feet vacant space between it ~nd 

the bank, but the roof was kept 
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;9[115 Fi re oeetroveo Nortt: st de Q( B(){h~nan 

street, 
(~, ~iller Photo) 

wet and no damage resulted. 
The roofs of the bUildin~s 

across the street in front of 
the bank were well looked after 
and buckets of water were kept 
on the roofs to put out any 
sparks that shou ld fall there, 
The intense heat from the fire 
cracked the plate glass fronts 
of Dr, Mocks' buildings and also 
one in the Ci t izens Bank front 
was cracked, 

The rain on Monday and the 
stillness of the night were 
great helps in preventing the 
spread of the fire to other 
bui ldi ngs, 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
April 18, 1918) 

Shortly after 9 o'clock 
Sunday night a fire alarm was 
sounded and at this hour the 
usual Sunday services were being 
held at the churches, The con
gregations were unceremoniously 
dismissed, and upon going out on 
the streets, a bright glare in 
the business section of the town 
gave the impression that a seri
ous conflagration was in 
progress, 

The fire proved to be at the 
electric light power house, A 
large tank of crude oil which 
stood on the outside of the 
bUilding, became ignited from 
sparks from the exhaust of the 

engine. The tank of oil soon ex
ploded and scattered oil in 
every direction. The rear doors 
of the building took fire and 
burned, and the blaze also got 
inside the building and charred 
the cei 1 i ng considerably before 
it was brought under control, 
Valiant work, however, with 
plenty of water, soon conquered 
the flames and a damage of about 
$100 had been done, 

«Pra i r i e Grove He r a l ci, 
April 24, 1925) 

Damage amounting to approxi
mately two to three thousand 
~ollars was sustained early 
Tuesday morning when fire 
destroyed the three wood build
r ngs in the west part of the 
business section, owned by Clem 
Cummings and R, L, McCoy, 

The fire, which vias supposed 
to have originated in the barber 
shop owned by Mr, Rutherford, 
was discovered about 12:15 
Monday night, On account of the 
wooden structures and the head
way that the flames possessed, 
the fire department was unable 
to stop its spreading, The three 
buildings were destroyed in less 
than an hour. 

The brick building occupied 
by the McCoy Produce, was easily 
saved with only slight exterior 
damage, Bu i ldi ngs across the 
street suffered, the intense 
heat causing some of the plate 
glass to crack. 

No insurance was carried by 
the owners of the bUildings, The 
barber shop was covered wi th a 
$350 policy, 

PRAIRIE GROVE'S FIRST MAJOR 
BIJSINESS FIRE IN 25 YEARS 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
January 1958) 

Prairie Grove's first major 
fire in nearly 25 years in the 
hllsiness section occurred Tues
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day evening shortly after five 
0' clock. It caused estimated 
damage of $12,000 to $15,000 to 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank, 
Dr. Calvin Bain's Dental office 
and Ed Rich's Realty Office. The 
latter two businesses were lo
cated on the second floor of the 
bank building. 

Firemen from Prairie Grove, 
Li ncol n, and Fayettevi lle fought 
the stubbor'n blaze for nearly 
two hours before it was brought 
under control. The fire origi
n s t e d in B small room in the 
dentist·~ offi':e which held a 
Iefl-igeratol-. f:lllokp followed ~he 

a-t,ti,_, l:.:>s,-:aping from the wtndow::::, 
of the air ccmd:it,ionin,s and 
furnace room on the ~p'~ond floor 
of tlj!~ but Idi!lg. Py this time 
the sIlluke had r::ornpletel y en

/forth s ide of Buchilniln street ilINMt «ipea 
out by the tu» of 1.906, 

(Thompson Pho to) 

8t~lfe':l i.he Up~,i::'3li.l-:::7, r o orne , m,'.k
ins it t mpos.a i b l o to tell whf:re 
the fire was bUl-ning. 

The fire finally broke 
through the roof of the Quilding 
enabling firemen t.o find the 
source. High winds made it look 
for a time as if it would be im
possible to save any of the bank 
building and other structures to 
the east and north were endan
gered. An ample supply of water 
and fine work by local and 
v ts.t t.I ng firemen held the flames 
to the one building. 

D. E. Rieff, president of the 
bank, said Thursday morning tha~ 

all losses were completely cov
ered by insurance, Only tempo
rary repairs are being made at 
present as the bank was almost 

ready to begin a program of 

enlarging and complete remodel
ing, The building e es t of the 
bank, now housing J & B Auto 
Supply was purchased from Kim 
Smith about sixty days ago and 
will be illcluded ill the expanded 
be.r.k f a c.Lk t t.Les.. 

Kr-: Ri e t f ::3aid that no damage 
was done to any \_ustomer paper'~ 

or proper ty e nd that Lca-. was 
c on f Lne d to .....-a t.e r- damage to the 
l>i:J.nk t n t.e r- Lo r e nd mac.h t riex The 
bank personnel were si.ill 
working when the fj re W,"l', 

dis'~overed and mc uage d tel set 
all 1,''1PE'l .end mo-s t of th8 
JLd-hJIJPl, iL1C1 i.he fire-prc'lJf 
ve u Lt.. Tellll-,uralY rpp.4.jr~, were 
ruad-, Wedll>,':'jday drld tht::' h:,nk wes. 

upl:"'n fur norma l (Jp'::'1 e t Lon-. 
T1lU r :~dd y men 11 j n8 . 

Dr. BdiI]1 ~ c bi e I Lo s; W3:~, 

e bou t. 'B2,000 in :tnesthetlc":', a.T1\] 

sllpplies, ani:] ~rl und~teTmjn~d 

a moun t. o f c]Clln3;Se l,y wa t.e r dD':l 

'=-m()k~ to h t e t:·'l'.l1.pment, H~::: ic: 
::;,et t,i nt:, IJI-} t e.mpcn a r v of f i c e-. ~" 

1:h,::, Lo t l c t ng .,=,-=-)~·t -if 
Southwe.~tern E'l e-ctr-t ..- Fr.-Jwer Co. 
dlld ex pe c te to (Jf? r eoc v to ope » 
Sot ur cla y n.o r n j rl~:, 

Ed F:.L c. 1·, ' R,:-, 0. 1 t :/' [Jiti.'-p ',..-.,ra·" 
undam::iS'I,:'d ~:-;, -e p '.. for ,=-(Jm~~' ::,TDIJ k I:;:' 

ct n.I '.'/CJ.-C c·, r 1 LJ:-.', 

Pi.•e f r .s nd B3in e::F,r-~.:'.;c.'.s~d 

''3Fpr,:-,,:..i,~~-Ciull r o r t112 t Lr.o 
r,ur'p8raljr.JTl o f the \I")!Ullr""f':'Y 

iir"?men ,JIld o th--r ~rY~a.l '::'ii:.i
z e ns , 0.'=:' we Ll '''~ f i r erne u from 
Lf ncnl n a n d Fhyf-'+ t·;~'J'L 1 :.e. 

'Tu- Nortr.we:;::.t. AI Krl,i::o Tilli'->'=, 
r e- po rt..«! t.llfJt vrh ! Le o ne rtf th.:::' 
FFl.yett~~'Jill>c' trcc-ka Wd'- e rrr out e 
here the d r Lve r- ~ighterl 0. 8.0.:=,5 
fire in Fe rmi ng t on \,lb';':::h vIas 
whipping towards th0 s,~hocl 

bUildings. 1'hey ~topped 3nri 

bo t t IE'.:! thl'~' bl i'1.:"."~ unt i I L t V;':l 

hf:~cl(led awoy f r c.nu t hs- ,(he::-)!'":.. 
ttlf·->rJ Cd.IJl(·~ OJI t.o [)t ;·d r i e (i-rc)v,--. 

\l/bll~ one of the two Lt 1" oJ l' 
fire j Lg h t.f ng u'Jit·s wa~-,,: :>t 

Pr-e i r-Le Gr-ov e , ct c a Ll ce rne t r o m 
Su rnroe re, e nd the '""e( c)Jld u n i t:: f rc.. m 
Lf nr.o I.n wa',:" eli s.pa t.c he-d t he r e . A 
large grass tire endangered 
three houses and out buildings. 
The Lincoln ~n8ine a nd s.i x me n 
helped Summers re~;idents q u e nch 

t nr s. blaze, 
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FIRES DO MUCH DAMAGE TO 
PRAIRIE GROVE OVER THE YEARS 

On hbruary 13, FlOG, Prairie 
Gl'ove had a 
w.)~t ~i th~ 

t,rJ,-I t own. A 
10:00 p.m. 
the north 
Stret::'t. The 

fire which destroyed 
business district of 
fire broke out about 
in a barber shop on 

side of Buchanan 
barber shop was at 

the West end of the business 
bl1ildings and the wind fanned 
the r Laree-s.. 'Wii:llLn the '~pace of 
an !:UUf ~_~v~~ry building on the 
north side of t.he street, was in 
r u i ne . 

There was no water protection 
and dynamite was used in an 
e ff o r-t to 
tion. TIle 
1'1 __-J.!DI::::' -st vcr 

t he <oc t h 
WE're made 

check the 
buildings 

tu re e . The 

'::,i(1e o f 
CJf brick 

u nde me g ed except by 
'~ion of dynarolte. 

conflagra
were all 
stores o r; 

the -st r ee t 
and. were 

the explo

The lQSS was estimoted at 
$20,000.00 wif:h but scant insur
':\11'_1'0", 

t~p 

we're. 
flll:'at, 

"o-ry : 

TLo s.e whc) s.u f t e re d 10-':.:.::. on 
IlLllth side of ~he street 

Co a r Le-s Brunk, ::,ro'-::ery and 
mar kt-;ti Ed B. '~dtson, gro

J. H. Suttle, pho t ogr a ph i c 
~~dlll::::'ry; [It- Ct a re nc e Luther, 
d~nt.-l1 offi,:::e; thF: post o t t i ce : 
P':'Jn Ton Ba rbe i Shop, N. D. 
Le w l 3 8r Deery and ma r ke t ; and 
two vacant store rooms. 

On the SOll~hside, Snodgra:=:.s 
Re·::;tBurant and J. B, Le wts. 

1 

J ewe 1 ry Store were burned. The 
Ozark Mercantile Company 
building and the First National 

Bank building were badly damaged 
by dynamite, all plate glass 
being broken out. But for the 
heroic efforts of the citizens, 
the entire business part of the 
town would have been destroyed. 
<Taken from an article by Berry 
Br oy f ee published in the Enter
pI t-s.e in March 1953.) 

Remains of bUIldIng destroyed by t ire, be
tveen Vebb ne~spaper office and old Telephone 
C"Plpany buIldIng on Buchanan street , 

Prairie Grove Cemetery� 
(Information from files of 
Prairie Grove Newspapers) 

The Prairie Grove Cemetery 
dates back to 1831 when Rev. 
Alldrew lUncle Buck) Buchanan. 
then owner of the land embracing 
the old part of the Cemetery 
West of the Cumberland Presby
terian Church, gave space for 
the burial of Mrs. Mary Percilla 
Inman, the first person buried 
in the Prairie Grove Cemetery. 

The land for the church, as 
well as the cemetery, was 
dona ted shortly after the 
Buchanans built their home near 
the Spring, The original plat of 

Prairie Grove, dated 1888, shows 
the area to be 412~ feet by 268 
feet, 

Rev. Andrew Buchanan (1792
1857) is buried just '.lest of the 
Church. His step-son, Col. James 
Preston Neal 0820-1896), the 
Founder of the Town of Prairie 
Grove, and his wife, Adaline 
<1829-1863) , are also buried 
nearby. 

The Cemetery contains some 
excellent examples of the skills 
of early tombstone makers, in
cluding sandstone markers with 
arched and serrated tops, 
massive ground slabs covering 
the entire grave, and both 
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marble and sandstone vaults. 
In 1905 an iron paneling 

fence was placed across the 
front (South side) of the ceme
tery. It was 52 inches high and 
ran for 120 feet. The total cost 
was $150. It was removed years 
later to make care of the ceme
tery easier. 

In 1941 a drainage ditch be
tween the cemetery and Highway 
62 was made and wa lIed wi th 
native stone, The wall began at 
the cu I vert East of the Cumber
land Presbyterian Church and 
continued to the West side of 
the cemetery. The Arkansas High
way Department provided trucks 

GrdV" or Rev, ~ndr". Buchanan In Prsir ie 
srov» ("""tery, 

for hauling thl~ stones and WPA 
labor was used for buildin,g the 
wall and obtaining the rock. A 
bridge at the South entrance was 
constructed to span the di teh. 
Total cost of the project was 
$6,000, according to the Prairil~ 

Grove Enterprise May 8, 1941. 
Over the span of years since 

the original cemetery was 
pl~tted, five areas have been 
added: Cummings Addition, March 
1917; Dodson Addition, March 19, 

1958; Rogers Addition, November 
5,1960; Baggett Addition, April 
14, 1966; and Bell-Carl Addi
tion, June 28, 1985, 

The Bell-Carl Addition con
sists of 5~ acres joining the 
West side of the cemetery. One
fourth of this addition has been 
platted into lots 20 x 10 with 
concrete markers designati 118 
each lot. A gravel driveway was 
put e rouno the new addition. 
T'h is, La t e sst. pu r-c he ee ct.::::-,:?Ut 12':'";

Pl-airie Grove of c oe quo t e land 
for JIlbny yec:\rs of expansion. 

A COnCTE-~te driveway enters 
the ccernetery from Ha t e ~:mi t h 
Str~et on the East, goes We~,t to 
about the c.e n t e r- of t.h e Cemetery 
lhen Suutt tlJ Highway 02. 

Mr'5. E. C. Carl s<? r v o ':1 for 
many years as secretary"-
t.r-e ae.ur- e r of the Pr-a i r-d e IJrovp 
Cemt::'-l~ry A:::-,soci.ation, and at her 
death wo.s .succeeded by her 
daughter, Mi~)3 :3a.r a h Cal-l who 
served until failing eye~i~ht 

':aus~d hpr- to l-~si~;n in 191~~ 

The Pr-a t r-i e "i rcrv e (f::>m,,="t"::'fv 
Association operdted by ttJree 
1rustees, V i nv t I Bell, G. E. 
Wiswell and Fr-a n k IJ. Blakernr-'re, 
for many year'-j until Februot'l, 
1985 when it wa:=, t ncar par a t ed ~E' 
a non-profit organization. Oiii 
cerE, e l e c t.ed under t.h..~ uew ':'.et: 
up we r-e : ViH<~il 8>::'11, pre-e.f cre rrt : 

G. E. Wisvh~ll, f ir::;:t v ic e- pr et. L> 

dt'I11; Fronk (i. Blakemore, <ec ond 
vi,,'e--pr e:3id,--"'nt; Bi 1J Hulsf':'. 

rthird v i c.e pre ssi o e n t : o nd Ee.e ie 
Wiswell, secretary-treasurer. 

Present otficers are: F~ank 

Blakemore, pr~:?~idertf-; IL'lT Lee 
Stil]s, first vil:~--prfl~Ldent; 

G, E. Wisvl~ll, se'.c'nd 'v'ice~ 

pre':>ident; Bill Hu l sse , -th t r-d 
vice-president; alld E~sie Wi~.

well, secretary-treasur~r. 

MARBLE STONE MARrS FIRST GRAVE
 
IN PRAIRJE GROVE CEMETERY
 

(PraiT12 Grove En t e rpri e.e ,
 
July i, 194J)
 

,A ma r hle ~-,lC:l.b rna r k i ng the 
grave of Xre.. Mary Percilla 
Inman, the first person buried 
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in the Prairie Grove Cemetery, 
was unveiled in a special cere
mony hel(i ot the grove June 27, 
1941. Frank Pyeatt presided at 
the memorial service marking the 
occa-s i on The srave is located 
about half-wa.y between the Cum
ber land Pl"esbyter-ian Church and 
t he concrete dr.i.veway leading to 
Hi. :~Jlway F__<~, 

J. Fre nk Holmes e c t.e d as 
mes.t e r of C'erernonies and Mrs, 
Holme's opened the service wi t.h 
gt'L)L1p <t ng i ng . Mrs. Dolph Helm 

Firsl in rreir ie Grave Cemetery-
.PeNl}}; dled 1831, 

re~,1 a history of the 8I-ave 
WI- i. t t.e n by Col. Tames P. Neal. 
(Jiro Neal of Tulsd, a son of 
("1)1. Ne e L, sent the history to 
be used in the unveiling cere
mo nv A tri ou t.e to Mrs. Inmanv : 

by Mrs, Emma Cook wa s. also read. 
M! Ho Lme ss c.Loe.e d the ceremony 
wi th d few r-e ma r k s, about the 
tlCC3sion , congratulating the 
women of the Cemetery Associa
tion for marking so historic a 
'~PDt , 

The inscription on the 
marker: Percilla Inman, Died in 

Springtime 1531. First Grave in 
Prairie Grove. Erected by Ceme
tery AQ50clation, 1941. 

Rev, C, D, Pur lee was speaker 
at the Memorial Service held in 
the Cumberland Presbyterian 
ChUI-ch earlier in the afternoon. 
The program opened wi th the 
processional of the color 
be e r e rs., Miss Dorothy Imes 
carrying the United States Flag, 
and Miss Marion Bell the Con
federate Flag, The program also 
i uc Lu o e d the scripture reading 
aud prayer by the Rev, J. M, 
He r r fa o n : anthem, "Going Home," 
by the choir; reading, Wilma 
Carna.})aIl; vocal solo "Abide With 
Me," Miss Julian Rogers. Mrs. 
lutie Cunningham presided. 

HISTORY Of fIRST GRAVE 
IN PRAIRIE GROVE VALLEY 

Taken from a history written 
a bOll t 1895 by Col. James P, 
Neal, son of Anctr e w Buchanan. 

In tbe summer of 18'31, Mrs. 
Mary Fercilla Inman, ~ cultured 
lady from Tennesse~ traveling 
through the COllntry with her 
brot uo r, tarried a few days with 
.o--q u a t n t a ncee in this neighbor
hood, journeyed to Can~ Hill, 
wherE:' she ssi c.ke ne d and died. On 
her de a ch bed :she I'E'que'sted that 
hE.~ t budy be carr i ed back to the 
pra i r te a nd bur-ied amongst the 
flowers, 

The neighbors had met here to 
raise a house for school and 
church pu rpoe.e-s saw horsemen 
approaching across the pr'airie 
whom they supposed to be 
hunters. A nearer approach re
vealed the spade and pick. Some 
one dead, who could it be? Death 
was a stranger" in this land 
then, The facts being under
stood, the Rev. Andrew Buchanan 
cUric I e Buck), who was proprietor 
01 the premises, located the 
pl~ce for the grave. about 
ninety yards northwest of the 
house being erected. This grave 
is now in the Southern part of 
the Prairie Grove Cemetery, Dur
i ng the afternoon, the corpse, 
accompanied by a few friends, 
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arri ved. Uncle Buck performed 
the religious rites. 

The occasion was calculated 
to rna ke a deep and lasting im
pression. The day was as beaut
iful, calm and .j o y o u-s as in the 
morning of life. Unlike the life 
of this day when every surround
ing gives evidence of c a r e , toil 
and thought. The prairie was 
covered with Lu xu r f oo s. gra:3'3 e nd 
flow>,') :;:...>, the ld.rds son,:, in 
t or e s ts u nv ts.t t.ed by the o):e--maTI 

ase'3 e f ter 38e:~. ThE:' 1 J I: t 1 e 
stl'ea]nl~t5 mo~ed aw~y from their 
pebbly fountains Llrlmolested, 
w~ter1n8 swee 1 flower~ whos~ 

he a d:,;,-, wer~ dipp'::"d by g~ntle 

winds into t.he i r .::cC)]in~~ bc.s.o ro;.. 

The wild d~:::'er rEl'0·,::.ed Lr. the 
<he de or" tb;::- 1-.1 ee:3, bOUld,~d ove r 
t he larld:-::,\:ap~> Ul ·:oJ':'l.Ck~lied h Le. 
Lh'L r:st a t t.he p3ssin,S br cok , 
Am i d.s t t hi s enchanting ponaIarna 
w<.'"l..'3 a new ;:;rav(::" the t t rs.t F0r
IJap::-J ill ,~ll thj·.':; valley. The d er
c,_~a::""~d WdS B beautiful lady 
'tr-dvl:.-ding fOI' he-r h~alth arid t.CI 
gr~tify d r~firled tast~ ~nd 

L'i g h l y ':ul1..ivc:lt.~-"d mind, Tbesp 
''':.1111 oc nd : ngs Lu-s p t r ed the 
prea'~her wit.h UJ'lll5Ual fer'veney 
and e I oque nc e . Tho? p i c t.u : €, he 
d re w o t !:b~ID Wtl.':O sr-,:lnd and 

The sllpr:,rF'>:~:::"l---:'d feeling:.; of 
1:11'" 1 i t1-1~ ~udien\-,e bro k« t c rt h 
in ~,Ob5 dl)·j te~rs. Wh~n tl~ spoke 
or her f a mt ly a.t~ ho me wat.\_~hing 

for her return, of ..~ye'3 c I ou de d 
with bitter e orr ow , in t.he deso-' 
lation of spirit where winter
had set~led in the 3enith of 
summer j and whe r e t.ne r-e were 
liltle heart,s thdt had grown big 
and heavy ill the -Lar k e n e d r c.o ma , 
waii:in8 dnd I>rayjns for foot
·~tep:~:, which UflC;::- were che(~rier 

thofl the songs of the birds that 
greet the r.i.':::.ing sun, but which 
shall never wake e g a I n the 
echoes of that expectant h~llse. 

CONFEDERATE VETERANS BURIED 
IN PRAIRIE GROVE CEMETERY 
(T~ken from [We Records) 

Allen, A. --34th Arkansas In
fantry; Ba88ett, John J. --Co. D, 

6th Geor8ia Infantry; Ba i n , 
J. C.--Co. B, 16th Tennessee 
Cavalry; Carl, B. A. --Co. C, 
34th Arkansas Infantry; Cunning
ham, J. C. --Co. A., Texas In
fantry; Cummings, K. C. --Co. K, 
34th Arkansas Infantry; Dixon, 
A.--34th Arkansas Infantry; 
Gillis, J. B. --C.o. A, 4th North 
Carolina Ce v a Lr y : Gregory, 
W, J.--Co. K, Brooks Arkansas 
Regiment; Hanna, R. O.--c.o. F, 
j c t h Tennessee Volunteer Caval
ry; 

Maupin, Abraham Lincoln--Co. 
H, 7th Virginia Ca v a l ry ; McCoy, 
J. M.--34th Arkansas Infantry; 
Mock, J. M. --Co. G, 16th Arkan
sas Infantry; Nixon, G. W. ---Co. 

A, Ar-ke neae. State Tr cio pss ; Pi tt. 
man, v . E. --c.o. C:i, 16th Ar k ane.a e 
Infantry; Scott, W. N. --(~o. B, 
34th Arkansas Ln f a n t.r v : Smith, 
J. W. --Co. K, 34th Arkansd'3 11)

f e n t r-y : ~:tri(-klt:'r. A. T. --Co. E, 
:)1 d Cherokee Cavrtlry; Walla(',e, 
'<I. R. --Co. K. 1st Ke- n Luc.k v c,av
e l r y , w~dl ro u , G. W. --Co. E, 59th 
George Infantry; WDodr'uff, 
Jasper Newton--Co. G, 16th Ar
k a n.aa s, Ln t a n t r y : T. J. Pr-e-s t o n-e
18th Tennessee Ln f a nr.ry : Col. 
Thoraass Jefferson Pa tt.ou . no 
record; B. A. Fi':h, nu record; 
R. P. Harrison, no reSaId. 

Pioneer Businesses 

CASH GROCERY CHANGES OWNERS 

(Prairie Grave Her.i l a, 
January J.3, l~I:\-.::"'1J 

Me:3sr:3. Ed Ric h e nd Wi 11 
Adam:::., who havfC;: c.one.o Ltoa t e-o t111~ 

Ca::::.. h Cjroc~ry a nc ~t:'.l.rk~t., in til'" 
Ma:~,unic P.uilding the pa s.t year, 
have traded their .stOl e to Tps:-:::, 

Gi bson for a ~--)O-dcre fruit and 
berry farm in the Bethel Grove 
ne i g h bo r h ood , about three mi Le s. 
Northeast of town. These men ha~ 
built up a splendid trade and 
were doing a good business. The 
new proprietor is Charley 
Gf beo n , who live:3 east of town. 
We wish him raoc h success in his 
business here. 
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TerpenIng Is I» and Br ic« factory located on the frank TerpenIng tsr», 3 m Iee Northeast IJ{ 

Prairie Gr~",,'e, 

FRANK A, TERPENING BRICK ANQ DRAIN TILE 

The Frank A, Terpening Brick 
and Drain Tile Factory, located 
about three miles Northeast of 
Prairie Grove in the Walnut 
Grovl--~ community, provided 
bricks for many of the bUildings 
in Prairie Grove before the 
1900s. It is mentioned as the 
source of bricks used in many of 
the old business bu t Ld i nge , the 
Kethodist church, and homes in 
Prairie Grove. No definite dates 
of operation of the factory were 
established, but indications are 
that it was started in the 
middle or late 1800s and was 
closed prior to 1920, 

An inquiry through the 
Prairie Grove Enterprise for 
information brought calls and 
letters from Goldie 
Monette, Missouri, 
history from Opha 
Charles) Terpening 

Terpening of 
pictures and 
Ramsey (Mrs. 

of Tucumcari, 
New Mexico, and a number of 
local peopl e who had knowledge 
of the operation. 

Pictures show the kiln lo
cated north of the barn, silo 
and the home. The kiln was a 
round brick building and callers 
have memories of children 
playing in and out after it was 
no longer in use. 

The Frisco Railroad con

structed a spur to the Brick 
Factory which was controlled 
with a switch and flag station, 
Bricks and tile were Shipped far 
and near by rai 1, Residents of 
the area boarded the train ther~ 

when going to Fayetteville or 
Prairie Grove. 

Goldie Terpening recalls that 
hobos from the railroad slept in 

Bdrn and 5iJo on frank Terpening farm, 
(Early 19(1(15) (rerpenlng PnCJfo) 
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the old kiln and left old maga
zines and papers. They also went 
to nearby houses to seek food. 

F,.nl and «itt:» Terpel7I11g, Owners of Ter

pening BI'ICI sit n. 

Opha Terpenlng recalls that 
there was a good spring north of 
the Brick Factory, which had 
been walled with brick. She re
members the tall chimney and a 
portion of the kiln. Several of 

the employees lived in cabins 
nearby, but according to Mrs. 
Terpening, when she dnd Charles 
married in 1923, there were no 
cabins left. 

Opha Terpening also sent the 
pictures of the factory and Ter
peni ng homes I which are used in 
this history book. 

George Terpen1 ng, who was 
also a brick layer, lived about 
a half mile north of his 
brother, Frank, Both men are be~ 

lieved to have laid bricks in 
the early buildings in Prairie 
Grove. 

Frank Albert Terpening mar
ried Mollie Kate (Kittie) Brunk 
November 8. 1888. A picture of 
their first home shows it to be 
a frame house, but brick and 
round clay tile used to support 
a flower shelf at the side of 
the home indicate that the brick 
kiln was in operation before 

HOflle of F,.~nA Ieroetn nq in 1904. KIlile Ter

petu ng, Franl Ierpem ng, Lot i ie Jones, Charles 

terpem ng I n buggy. 
( //lona TerpenIng Phot o) 

that time. In 1905 they built 
and occupied the new br ick home 
constructed of brick from their 
kiln. 

George Edward and Lucy 
Catherine Brunk. parents of 
Kittie Brunk Terpening and John 
Brunk, had lived in Washington 
County since 1882. John Brunk 
was the father of the late 
Lucille Brewster McKeon, and the 
grandfather of John Henry 
Brewster. 

Frank TerpenIng home built ill 1904 of br icks 
Made in the kiln 011 their property. 

(AlOh. Terpem n9 Ph"I"i 

****** 
~ORK ON NE~ BUS INESS HOUSES 
PROGRESSING ~ELL 

(Prairie Grove Herald! 
October 20, 1904) 

Work on the new bU<5i ne se 
houses now being erected here is 
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progressing rapidly, 24 men now 
being employed on the work. The 
brick walls of the buildings 
fronting on Buchanan street are 
above the first story. This 
building when completed will 
present a handsome appearance on 
the Mock Street side as well as 
on the front, bei ng of red 
pressed brick, with grey lime
stone window sills, 

The foundations for the new 
Bank building and the Wilson 
building on Mock Street. oppo
site the Masonic Temple. is now 
about completed and the brick 
work on these two buildings will 
commence in a few days, 

McCOY PRODUCE 8UILoING 
OLDEST IN PRAIRIE GROVE 

Prairie Grove Herald} 1915; 
Enterprise, 1958 and 1976> 

Located on the Southwest 
corner of Buchanan and Mock 
Streets in Prairie Grove is be
l ieved to be the only bu i ldi ng 
still standing of the original 
business area. The McCoy Produce 
bui Iding was the first brick 
structure to be erecteli in 
Prairie Grove and was built by 
Crowell Bros. about 1886 for a 
dry goods store. It is still a 
well preserved substantial brick 
building. In this building B. A. 
Car 1 opened a Genera 1 Mer
chandi sse store before 1900. He 
sold dry goods, shoes, grocer
ies, hardware, saddles and much 
more. 

When a new, larger building 
was bui 1 t across the street on 
the Northwest corner of Buchanan 
and Mock, the Carl store was 
moved there. E. C. Carl and his 
brother I Frank, operated the 
store for many years, Later 
A, B. Rich conducted a business 
in that building. 

About 1900 McCoy Produce was 
opened in the bUilding on the 
Southwest corner by R. L. McCOy, 
owner, In later years he was 
joined by his son, Layton, in 
operation of the business. In 
1907 he bought the building and 

later remodeled the interior. 
The second story of the building 
was nicely fitted up. suitable 
for a Lodge Hall or other 
similar purpose. The entrance to 
the second story was a blind 
stairway on the interior of the 
building. Entrance to the stair 
way was a door in the East wall 
about the center of the build
i ng, The second story was re~ 

moved in 1937. 
In early years wagons were 

sent out to other towns and 
storE's i II the area to p i c.k up 
chickens, eggs, hides and other 

!fcC,'y Produce Co. R. L. !fcC,'y, Layt,'n !fcCoy 
and csrtne! Strickler. 

mar k e t.a b l e i terns. In later year~. 

t l.e wagons were replaced by 
t.rucks which made regular" trips 
to ma r ke tes with loads of live 
chickens, cream, feed, fruit, 
etc. During the early 1305 and 
'405 they trucked strawberries 
to Kansas City) Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Ci ty and other markets. Each 
night during the berry season 
hundreds of crates of berries 
left Prairie Grove for the fresh 
f r u t t markets by McCuy Produce 
trucks. 

In 1958 Mr. and Mrs. Layt on 
McCoy remodeled the produce 
building and opened the Prairie 
Grove Laundromat on July 11 in 
the front of the produce 
building. The Laundromat had 16 
washers and three dryers, 
featuring the latest in coin 
operated, completely automatic 
machines. The McCoy Produce 
occupied the South half of the 
building. A new cream room, feed 
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raoIn and office were added. 
Mr, and Mrs, Charles Sears 

purchased the Laundry in 
Oc t.obe r , 19E31 , They completely 
r-e mode Ied t.h e building, doing 
a~~y wj.1~ll the produce and adding 
cffi'-:-.es in the front for their 
ria c g h t e r . Gail Sears Biswell, 
pu b l ic a c c ou n t a n t . The Laundro-
JIlD+ r e ma i n s in bu.sines:=, in the 
";:,cul..lc.- l':...,iiding-·-rich in Prairie 
'J-rc...'\'-=: h ae.t o r-v . 

2~Q~E~~ BO(ES AND CRATES TO
 
8E ~~~t IN P~AiR;E GROVE
 

(Prairie Grove Herald,
 
November 5, 1903)
 

At a meeting of the Prairie 
Grove Berry Association held 
Friday night an agreement was 
arrived at between the Associa
tion and a Mr. Hayes of Fayette
ville whereby the latter will 
erect at Prairie Grove and 
establish a plant for the manu
facturing of barrels, boxes, 
crates, etc. for the shipping of 
apples, peaches and straw
berries. 

The large acreage of straw
berries now grown here makes it 
necessary to have a factory here 
so that no delay will occur in 
getting crates. 

The bUilding was to be lo
cated in the Northwest corner of 
Youree's berry field, on the 
South side of the railroad. We 
are informed that the building 
will be a very large one and 
will also be used as a shipping 
shed for the Berry Association. 

CU~~INGS TO ERECT NEW 
BRICK BUSINESS HOUSE 

.Prs i ric- Grove He r s Ld , 

O'C t 0 ber 1 4 • 1 ,,1 5 ) 

Mr,C. L. Cummings has this 
week bought from the Fi rst 
Na t.Lona l Bank t.b.e lot on the 
SOil th side of Buchanan street, 
the> '=,i t.e of their old Fank 
building, which was burned on 
the morning of June 30, 1914, 
Mr. Cumrnings will erect on this 
lot a new and commodious brick 
business house, 22 x 100 feet, 

and when completed wi 11 be 
occupied by the McNeal Drug Co. 
It will also have a couple of 
nice office rooms in the rear. 
It is proposed to commence work 
on the new building as soon as 
the debris of the old building 
can be cleared away. 

DIXON SADDLERY 

The Dixon Saddlery Shop, 
opened in 1884 by Abe Dixon, had 
the distinction of being the 
only fully equipped harness shop 
in Northwest Arkansas. Its first 
location was probably on the 
east side of Mock Street at B. 

lfocJ" Street, lookIng South,	 In earl}' 13(105, 
(C, ft/ilson Pboto' 

point where the Prairie Grove 
Telephone Co. Warehouse now 
::;tands. From t.he re it was moved 
tu a frame building back of t.he 
Oz e r k Mercant LIe and at a later 
date, inside the Mercantile 
bui lding. At that time the Ozark 
Mercantile building was just 
n o r t.h of the Masonic Lodge on 
North Mock Street. 

Ahout 1912 Abe Dixon retired, 
leaving the ou e i ne s.e in charge 
of his son, Tom, who had grown 
up in the shop and been a member 
of the firm for a number of 
years, Also connected wi th the 
shop at this time was Dolph 
Helm, stepson of Tom Dixon, who 
"tarted working in the shop in 
1911 Dolph spent his entire 
business life at one trade. 

In 1918, to the harness 
making equipment was added a 
patching machine, bench and 
tools for shoe repairing. Later, 
as the shoe repair business 
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grew, a stitcher, finisher, 
nailing machine and press were 
added. 

An int.eresting fact, pointed 
out by Howard B. Helm, a grand
son of Tom Dixon and son of 
Dolph Helm, in a recent inter
view was that while the business 
was still located in the build
i ng North of the Masonic Hall, 
double doors were constructed in 
the back so that buggies and 
Model T Fords could be brought 
inside the shop for the making 
of new canvas tops. They also 
made and repaired side curtains. 

Dolph Helm bought the Dixon 
Saddlery Co. in 1939 from the 
Southern Mercantile Co. and Tom 
Dixon continued to work for a. 
short time. 

In 1950 Dolph Helm moved the 
Dixon Saddlery to the building 
three doors East of the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank on Buchanan 
Street (this building has since 
been made a part of the Bank) 
and operated there until 1963 
when it was sold to Carl Nations 
who moved the business to South 
Mock Street to the building 
formerly occupied by the Home 
Town Grocery. 

Tom 
Dolph 
1977. 

in 1947 
October 

died 
died 

Dixon 
Helm 

and 
23, 

ANOTHER NEW INDU.STRY FOR PRAIRIE GROVE 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
March 15, 1917) 

Another new enterprise has 
been launched in Prairie Grove 
by Messrs. Fred McNeal and Mac 
Thompson, t he t pr omi sse s to 
develop into large proportions. 
It is a plant for the manufac
ture of pasteurized ice cream 
and bottling works for soft 
drinks. The promoters Qf this 
enterprise are progressiv~ 

busi ness men of our town, and 
will push this new business in a 
way to make ita wi n ne r . They 
have rented the building one 
door east of The Herald office 
and already have a part of their 
supplies on hand. As their busi
ness grows they expect to buy 

their cream from the terri tory 
surrounding Prairie Grove, and 
thus create another market for 

the farmers. 

A VINEGAR PLANT FOR PRAIRIE GROVE 

Prairie Grove Herald, 
August 9, 1917) 

Prairie Grove is fortunate in 
securing another industry that 
will mean much in a financial 
way to this c ornmu n a t y . The O. L. 
Gregory Vinegar Co. of Si loam 
Springs and Paris, Texas, have 

Praine (Jnwe Preserving Co, 
(P, HdNlS Pboto! 

bought from the Prairie Grove 
Vi negar and Preservi ng Co. the 
old Arkansaw Canning Co. build
ing in the Southeast part 01 
town, that has been laying idle 
for a number 01 years. They will 
establish there a Vinegar plant, 
which will afford a good market 
for all of the a pp l e s t.ha t are 
unfit for shipping or canning. 

Mr, F. M, Crawford, who will 
be superintendent of the plant 
here, is now in Prairie Grove, 
overhauling the bUilding and 
putting in the machinery for ~he 

new plant. He expects to be 
ready in about two weeks for 
commencing work of grinding 
apples. 

The O. L. Gregory Co. i.s one 
of the largest vinegar manu
facturing plants in this part of 
the county, with branch estab
1 ishments allover Northwest 
Arkansas. Prairie Grove is to be 
congratulated upon having this 
company put in a plant here. It 
will be a great benefit to all 
orchard men, in affordi ng a 
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market for a great deal of fruit 
that heretofore was a waste on 
account of it being too small or 
otherwise unfit for commercial 
use. 

CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF 
BLACKS~ITH BUSINESS 

(Prairie Grove Hera.ld, 
November 8, 1917) 

John S. Thompson has bought 
L. B. Bollin's interest in the 
Bollin & Miller Blackshop and 
Mr. Thomp.son is now at the 
forge. Nr-. Bollin, who has been 
a partner with Mr. Miller for 
thirteen years, says he is going 
to rest up for a while. 

Bird's-eye Vi!?,., of Prairie 6rove 
IE, Davidson Photo) 

CHEESE FACTORY FOR 
PRAIRIE GROVE ASSUREO 

«Pre i r i e Grove Hera 1 d , 
September 13, 1928) 

Knott & King, who have cheese 
factories at Bentonville, 
Springdale, Siloam Springs and 
Huntsville, will establish a 
factory in Prairie Grove. Mr. 
Knott was in town Wednesday 
arranging for a temporary loca
tion and stated that he hopes to 
be in operation within one week. 
He will later build a plant 
here, work to start at once, 

Prairie Grove and community 
are giving $1,000.00 and a site. 
A part of this amount was raised 
at a meeting held in the Masonic 
Hall Monday night, and the bal
ance by a committee appointed by 
the chairman, J. W. Woolverton, 

the following day, About 40 
local people attended the meet
ing Monday night and manifested 
a spirit of hearty cooperation, 
responding generously when the 
opportunity was given. 

~oRE BUSINESS LOTS BOUGHT 

(Prairie Grove Her a l d , 
September 19, 1912) 

It now appears that our 
little city is to have quite a 
building boom this fall. Baggett 
and McCormick have this week 
sold three more business lots Dll 

the north side of Buchanan 
street, opposite the First 
National Bank. These lots were 
sold to Dr. W. H. Mock, S. R. 
Wilson, and John Beaver. VIe 
understand it is the purpose of 
the purchasers to erect business 
houses on their lots this fall. 
With the business houses to be 
built by the new Citizens Bank, 
just east of the Ci ty Meat 
Market, and the new building now 
being completed by J. J. 
Ba~~ptt makes five new business 

U\..J - , 

houses for our town this fall. 

LOCAL ENTERPRISE IS GROWING RAPIDLY 

Prairie Grove Herald, 
November 30, 1923) 

Prairie Grove is the horae of 
a manufacturing plant, owned ~nd 

operated by home people, that is 
perhaps doi ng more than any 
other institution to put Prairie 
Grove on the map. We refer to 
C. R. Mobley & Co., manufactur
ing chemists, who are now manu
facturing twenty-two different 
flavors and a complete line of 
certified food colors. They have 
recently placed a dry cleaner, 
"Sure Text," on the market which 
is meeting with popular favor. 

C. R. Mobley & Co, have sold 
their corporation to the South
ern Chemical Co. of Fort Smith 
and moved their equipment there. 
(Prairie Grove Herald, February 
13, 1925) 
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CREA~ERY ORGANIZED 

(Prairie Grove HerC1.1d, 

June 29, 1922) 

After considerable delay in 
securing the incorporation 
papers, the stockholders of the 
Prairie Grove Co-operative 
Creamery met last Saturday and 
elected five directors for the 
new enterprise. They are M. A.. 
Dorman, H. D. Cummings, Chas. R. 
Moore, J. P. Harris and W. C. 
Dickson. 

Thi s Board of Di reet Drs met 
Tuesday night and perfected the 
organization by the election of 
the following officers: W. C. 
Dickson, president; Chas. R. 
Moore, vice-president, and J. P. 
Harris! secretary-treasurer. 

The officers are now investi
gating the location of the 
plant. and as soon as this is 
determined upon, the erection of 
the building will be commenced, 
and all details pushed to com
pletion and an up-to-date cream
ery established. 

S. H, ROGER'3 TD REBUILD BURNED BUILDINGS 

cPra i r i e Grove Herald, 
January li, 1922) 

S. H. Rogers, who owns the 
two business lots where the 
opera house building stood 
before the fire of October 30th, 
has bought the adjoining lots 
where the double room Banner 
building stood, Mr. Rogers con
templates putting up buildings 
on these lots next espr t ng, to 
replace the ones destroyed in 
the recent fire. They will be of 
brick and have four good sized 
rooms. 

STAVE FACTORY 

(Prairie Grove Her a I d , 
April 28, 1910) 

Henry Kramer of Shreveport, 
La., has been in Prairie Grove 
this week making arrangements to 
put a Stave Factory here, Mr. 
Kramer has inspected the timber 

in this section and is well 
pleased with what he has seen. 
He proposes to put ina plant 
here that will give employment 
to about 20 men, which will be a 
considerable addition to the 
weekly pay roll of the town. He 
has selected as a location for 
the factory, the vacant lot 
between the 1umber yard and the 
railroad, in the South part of 
town. He wishes to lease the 
property and it is thought this 
can be arranged without any dif
ficulty, as the Commercial 
League will attend to this part 
of the proposition. 

COTTDN GIN IN PRAIRIE GROVE 

cPra i r i e Grove Her a l d , 1925) 

The Prairie Grove Cotton Gin 
was built in 1925 directly oppo
site the Prairie Grove Milling 
Co., near the Frisco Railroad. 
E. L. Critchfield, manager, 
stated that construction work on 
the gin would be pushed so as to 
insure its completion several 
weeks before the cotton season. 

On January 1, 1926, it was 
reported by the manager that 314 
bales of cotton had been 
handled. $36,000.00 was paid to 
the growers, according to the 
report. 

GRAPE A'3S0CIATION SHIPS 16 CARS 

(Prairie Grove Her a I d , 
August 18, 1933) 

The Prairie Grove Grape 
Association has shipped sixteen 
cars by rail to date in addition 
to a large amount by truck. The 
truck shipments were loaded di
rectly from the field. Inspector 
T. C. Beck left Thursday, but 
the association is still loading 
and will continue to load for an 
indefinite period. 

Dr. Cecil Riggall volunteered 
for service in the U.S. Navy 
Medical Corps, July 2, 1942. Dr. 
Riggall served in the Royal Navy 
during the last war. 
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C, A, McCORMICK 

C. Arthur McCormick, son of 
the l~te Dr, E, G, McCormick ~nd 

Mrs, Mamie Gillian McCormick, 
was born in Prairie Grove August 
1, 1890, and spent his ent i re 
life here, He ~ttended Ark~ns~s 

College ~t B~tesville, 

Prairie Grove Garage 

He was an automobile dealer 
and owned and operated the 
Prairie Grove Garage for 32 
ye~rs before selling to Jimmy 
Smith in 1947. The garage was 
loc~ted in the building which is 
now the East pe r t. of the Farmers 
Hardware, He started his garage 
work in a tin building back of 
MObley's Grocery whpre he had 
room to work on but one car at a 
time. Later he moved to a build
ing back of McCoys Produce, then 
built the garage on Buchanan 
St r cc t . 

McCorrni ck was connected wi t h 
the sale and service of Ford 
cars from the time he started in 
business, and sold one of the 
first Ford cars in Prairie 
Grove, 

Re was CO-OW!ler of the Bever
ly Theatre, superintendent of 
the Prairie Grove Water Depart
ment and chief of tbe local Fire 
Department, 

He was a member of the 
Prairie Grove Masonic Lodge and 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
and contri buted much ti me and 
talent to the betterment of 
Prairie Grove. 

He was married to the former 
Ruth Fain, and they were parents 
of two daughters: Berni ce, who 
was married to the late \tIi l La r d 
Brooks, DVM; and Dolly Ann 
McCormick ward of Pennsylvania, 
There are four grandchildren, 
Treka Vaughn of Gentry. John 
BrGok~: of Bella Vi c ta : e rid 
Brook:~ and Amy Vau~hn of 
Penn'3vlvbI,ia, 

Xr-: McCormick died Ap r L l 2, 
1949 following a heart. attack, 
Funeral service was held at the 
Methodist Church with Rev. G, (~, 

Bidwell officia1:ing and burial 
was in Prairie Grove Cemetery, 
Mr~:;, McCormick died June 11, 
1956 and was buried beside her 
husb~nd, 

THE 1, A, SMITHS. FATHER AND SON 

T A, (Jim) Smith e.t.e r t.e d his 
bu:=:iines~, ca.reer as a saw-mill 
o pe r-a t o r- in the Devil' s Den 
area, and 0.1: one time W3.S· 

operating two mills. 
He moved to Prairie Grove in 

19~9 and, in partnership With 

J. ~, (Jim) SMith Sa~.iIl located in the 
oevtt :« Den area. (SMith Photo) 

Lee Jones, purchased the Home 
Town Grocery on South Mock 
Street, He operated it about a 
year before purchasing the Jim 
Strickler Blacksmith and Wagon 
Factory located across the 
street from the srocery busi
ness. He operated the shop about 
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J. fI, S/IIIth and JImnile Snilt/"1 In tne:r t irst 
shot: L1n south !1ork Street in the 1305, 

(Smi/.h Ph,'/.,,) 
t ou r V":!3r~:". 

Jimmy Smith .j o i ne d h i s. r e t.he-r
in 1(:;;;:34 a nd the bl.3,~'ks:mith shop 
WCl.'=.o mov- d to the back o t the 
bu i Lci i ng and ,"i S3ra_ge and weld
t ng shup opened in t he front 
pe r t . 

In 194i th~ business was 
moved t.o the old Magnolia build
ir:.;:. on the cor-ne r- of Bu c h a r.a n 
and Nea I ,Street's <now the City 
Admilii~tration buj.lding). A room 
was added to ~he west side and a 
g~rage built on the back. 

Jlrnmi8 Smi+h served in the 

Prairie srove 1101.0r C~''''Jp,jn,v 

tseitt: Photo) 

Navy from 1943 until 1~46, and 
af~8r returning to Prairie 
Gr-ove . joined n t ss father in pur
chasing t.he Prairie Grove Motor 
Company from Arthur McCormick. 
TIley established the Smith 
Tractor and Implement Co, which 
they operated until 1951 when it 
was sold to E. W. Baugh and 
Charles McNair, 

After the sale of the busi-

Iless in 1951, J. A, Smith opened 
the Smith Auto Supply in the 
buildln5 just east of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank and 
operated it until 1957 when he 
sold to Jack Meadors. 

In 1957 Jimmie Smith and 
Robert Earl Cunningham bought 
the business back, Cunningham 
'3tayed wi th t he company about a 
year, but Smith continued there 
until 1965 when he sold the 
building to Jack Bartholomew and 
~.he tro,ctor business to Winkler 

S"llh-Cunningh," TrM/.OI' & Imp. CL', 
(Smi/.h Pboto) 

Tractor Compe n y of Lt neal n. 
J. A. Smith retired in 1965 

and .Jimmie built a new g3.rage 
b~lilding back of his home on 
North Neal Street. He operated 
the garage there until 1985 when 
he sold the bllsiness to his son, 
Tummy, and g r-a nde.on . Tonuny -II',; 

who (~ontinue to operate the 
garage at l.he eeme location. 

Jimmie Smi 't.h and Peggy Eads 
were ma.rried in 193'7 and have 
r.hr-e e sons, Jimmie of 'I'u Lsse , 
Oklahoma, and Harold and Tommy 
of Prairie <}rove; nine grand
children and four great-g~and

children. 
J. A, Smith died in Septem

ber, 197.'3 and Mrs, Smi t.h died in 
October, 1973. 

Smith 6arag. on sect» !focI' S/.,../. in I.9S0. 
BUIlding destr,'yed by fire in /.he '60s. 

(Smil.h PM/o) 
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BEAUTY SHOPS 

FROM PIGTAILS TO PERMANENT WAVES 

(Enterprise, April 3, 1941) 

Back when beauty shops were 
unknown and hair dressers were 
patronized only by the wealthy, 
Lon Moore, present county clerk, 
had a small part in helping the 
proprietor of Lillian's Beauty 
Salon get her start. As regular
ly as Mr. Moore called his 
pupils to order for morning 
classes in the Apple Hill 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Laf/. /.0 right.: Lena Hal", J"" lI.bb, Lui tie 
Cunningham, Ru/.h IIcCormid, III's. O. 8. Ourhanl, 
lIyrll. Carl and Jack, lIaggi. Council, Clara 8.11 
and II.. Lark. 

****** 
schoolhouse. just as punctually 
did one of the first graders, 
Lillian Henson, begin taking 
down her schoolmates' long hair. 
She was never reprimanded and 
the hair dressing would often 
last a half-day. 

This continued for two years, 
The only scholastic accomplish
ment remembered by teacher or 
pupil during this time was when 
Lillian learned to spell "bumble 
bee." 

After finishing high school 
at Prairie Grove, Lillian mar
ried Vol Hannah and took a job 
in the undertaking department of 
the Southern Mercantile. 

Later Lillian took a nine
month apprenticeship at Ye Olde 
Beauty Shoppe, Fayetteville's 
first. Marcels were the thing 

then. Soon afterward, permanents 
came into being and Lillian and 
her employer took a special 
course in Kansas Ci ty to learn 
the art. Spiral machines were 
used in the 6-hour process, and 
the patron endured steaming for 
one hour at the price of $1 per 
curl. 

Lillian and her two assis
tants, Miss Helen Geiger and 
Mrs. Alma Abercrombie have all 
three passed the state board 
examination and have health cer
tificates. 

Miss Geiger has been with the 
Salon three years, succeeding 
her sister, Rachel, who is now 
Mrs. Leonard Maxey of Fort 
Smith. Helen also taught school 
and worked as telephone oper
ator. Mrs. Abercrombie came here 
two years ago as Alma Howard, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Howard of Morrow. She married 
Howard Abercrombie March 2, 
1940. 

After much moving between the 
Hannah home and a local garage, 
the Salon came to rest on Mai n 
Street. 

(Helen Geiger Noeller and 
Rachel Geiger Maxey both live in 
Prairie Grove. Lillian Hannah i5 
a resident of Medihomes in 
Prairte Grove.) 

As this history is being com
piled in 1988 there are seven 
beauty shops available locally: 

Charlie's Family Hair 
Styling, operated by Charlie 
Dick; and Valerie's Hair Salon, 
operated by Valerie Skelton, are 
located on Buchanan Street; 
Jeanne's Hair Fashic)ns, operated 
by Janice Hamilton, on South 
Neal St.reet; Fern 13 Beauty Shop, 
operated by Fern McNair, on East 
Parks Street; The Country Clas
sic, owned by Betty Voekel. 
Operators, Ruth Dial and Lorie 
Thurman, Highway 62 West; The 
Hair Affair, operated by Ocie 
Harrel, and Today's Image, 
operated by Mrs. Les Johnson, 
both on Highway 62 East. 

****** 
Try "the new f ace powder, 

Tetlow's Gossame r , at McCormi ck 
News, 5-22-1555Bros. 
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NEW BUSINESS HOUSES TO BE BUILT 

«Pra i r i e Grove Her a Ld , 

January 13, lQ22) 

The new year of 1922 is 
starting out very auspiciously 
in Prairie Grove in the way of 
building activities. Dr. W. H. 
Hock has just let the contract 
for the erection of a four room 
brick building on the North side 
of Buchanan street on the lot 
known as the Youree property. 
The old frame bUilding which 
occupied this site has been 
spl it up and converted into two 
cottages, now located on Neal 
Street. The new 
to be erected on 
Dr. Mock, will be 
for himself, and 
rooms. 

C. L. Cummings 

By Neva NcNur r y 

brick building 
these lots by 

an office room 
three business 

has begun work 

Canning Factories
 

In the 1960s and 19805 I col
lected some oral history on the 
c a nn t TIe; factor Le s, located on 
South Mock Stre8t in Prairie 
Grove. I believe this informa
tiun tn be as accurate as memo
r f ec c.a n make it, but realize 
t.h.s t. no history is complete. 

The factory located on the 
We~:;t side of Mock Street by the 
r a i t roa d track was built by car
pe n t.e re J. J. Fidler, \11111 Cohea 
a rid John Craft. Ln 1925 it was 
ownpri and operdted by J. P. 
Hacr r s and \II, A. Alkine, the 
latter bei ng in charge of the 
raec ha n i c a I part. The factory 
didn't run the first year while 
preparation'::; were being made, 

Mrs. J. J. Fidler had a pic
ture taken when the factory was 
first built. The railroad spur 
shuwed between the factory and 
the warehouse. A water tower 
with storage tank was located 
near the back of the warehouse. 
This water used for running the 
factory carne from a well, The 
factory's boi ler was fired with 
coal or possibly wood. The tin 

on the foundation for a new 
brick building on the lot 
between the Sterl ing Drug Store 

and the J. F. Edmiston and Son. 
This building will have a 
frontage of about 43 feet and 
will be 100 feet in length. 

S. H. Rogers wi 11 put up a 
four room business house on the 
site of the buildings burned 
recently. This work is expected 
to begin early in the spring. 

The new frame annex to the 
Baptist church is now under roof 
and enclosed. It will soon be 
completed. This will be a nice 
improvement to their house of 
worship. 

This building activity speaks 
well for our town, as the coun
try is just emerging from a year 
of great depression. and shows 
unbounded confidence in the fut
ure of the communi t.y , 

cans were unloaded from boxcars 
by the warehouse and e.e n t. up a 
track to the top of the factory. 
Howard Fidler remembered working 
in thi:3 area when very young. 

The first war e hou-se was re
placed with a new building in 

PraJri~ srove'« 1.'0,000 Canning Factory in 
/.904 (Br~'5ter Photo) 

later years and a new office was 
buil t in front of the factory. 
The scales wer·e located in front 
of the new office. Loads of 
crated tomatoes were weighed 
here, then loads of empty crates 
were reweighed to obtain the 
farmers' new weight of tomatoes 
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Prair ie Grove Canning fae tory, Pi r tur» 

for which they were paid, 
Several surrounding communi

ties contributed to this centraJ. 
location. Gr ow i ng tomatoes com
mercially was a family enter
prise, beginning on the farm 
where tomatoes were planted and 
grown to the finished crop. Some 
of the steps taken in the pro
cess were: preparing the fields 
by plowing, harrowing or disc
ing, laying off c heck rows, 
fer til i zing, r a is i ng , pu 11 i ng 
and setting the plants, carrying 
water, cultivating, picking and 
hauling, 

At harvest time as many as 
could obtain a job at the fac
tory helped to process the 
tomatoes--along with help from 
many of the townspeople. There 
were many steps in this process 
also, some of which were: load
ing and unloading cans and 
crates, firing boilers, scald
ing, peeling, packing, sealing, 
cooking, labeling and shipping. 
The factory family was usually a 
close one of mutual dependence 
and caring concern. The manage
ment, labor and farm families, 
as well as the town's busi ness 
people, were dependent on each 
other to keep the ball rolling, 

In those early times, the 

from Prairie Grove Enterprise, Igli? 

factory had a fall tomato run of 
thlee or four months. The 
tomatoes Were of the Marglobe 
and Great Baltimore varieties. 
Seed and fertilizer were 
furnished by the factory to 
local farmers, the cost later 
being deducted from their first 
loads of t.o ma t oess. Crates were 
also furnished by the factory. 
The tomato peeling garbage was 
hauled away by wagon and team 
and later by t r uckc , with some 
of it being fed to farm animals. 

Factory workers put in ten 
hour5 a day, beginning at 7 
a.m., and received three-cents 
per 14-quart bucket of peeled 
tomatoes in those early years. 
The buckets were of red easily
cleaned fiber. The entire fac
tory crew numbered 114 at the 
checker gate. Miss Effie Bain 
was first checker of the peeled 
tomatoes. They were canned in 
No.2"" No. 3 and No. 10 cans 
which were filled by hand, This 
factory also canned apples for 
six or eight weeks later in. the 
fall. 

Mrs, J. J. Fidler probably 
worked for this factory longer 
than anyone living here at the 
time of this interview in March 
1967, She worked from its be
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ginning until her retiremen1: in 
1963, Some of the early workers 
she remembered were: Mrs, Mattie 
\Hlson, Mrs. Nannie Vlel;t and her 
daughter , Mrs, Birdie Mason, 
Mr:3. Elsie Curtis ((Jarrett) and 
Mrs. Ivy Tate, 

.! 

Sarah I'lfrs, Jobn) Fidler at fill-tr,wgh at 
Praine srove Canning Fuh'ry in ,_~_r;1, 

IF, Cool Ph"to.! 

Before pure-food and child
labor laws were enforced, these 
early factories operated under 
different conditions from what 
are expected today, Young girls 
peeled tomatoes into their 
mothers' buckets and boys did 
some light jobs, 

Some later owners-managers 
remembered were: Mac Morton, 
Bill Nolen, Ernest Baugh plus 
Bill Gregory 1942-43. Another 
factory across the street was 
run by Mr, and Mrs, Roe Mobley 
in 1943-44. 

A Prairie Grove Enterprise 
clipping of August 5, 1937, 
states: J. P. Harris is working 
on the old Cheese Plant building 
for a canning factory, J, J, 
Fidler is to be in charge, 
August 12, 1937: Harris factory 
opened Tuesday. August 19: Dry 
weather damaging tomatoes, Sep
tember 30, 1937: Harris factory 

closed after six weeks run. 
Eight carloads shipped during 
e.e asc n . Average of 35 workers, 

J J. Fidler, supervi50r, 
To tie in the Kelly Canning 

Company connection, we need to 
go back to some of its earlier 
history, Mrs. Ollie Vickery. who 
worked for it 33 years, helped 
with t.h te information: 

About 1927 Charlie Lamendola 
started a small factory in an 
old house on Kelly Mountain of 
the Cove Creek area, He began 
with about 20 employees, The 
scalding vat was fired by wood, 
the peelers carried their own 
tomatoes, even sometimes peeling 
in the shade o f trees. He also 
pZ'ocessed a good grade of tomato 
paste. 

Ha.rrison Leach ran the first 
factory at Cove Creek, across 
the branch from the schoolhouse 
in 1942-43. He and Johnny Kelly 
were in business together in 
1944. This Kelly Canning Company 
was a short d i ss t.a nc e North of 
the first one built on land 
bought from Wal tel' Brewster . 
When Kelly bought the Prairie 
Grove Canning Factory about 
1953, many of the factory 
workers were from Cove Creek. 

Lela Couch remembered that 
some Pr-a i rie Grove workers were 
transported to the Cove Creek 
factory on days when the Prairie 
Grove factory did not need them. 

The Kelly Canning Factory 
trucked in tomatoes and trUCked 
out finished products, as the 
railroad had long since been re
moved. By trucking tomatoes from 
other states, the canning season 
was extended. Beans and greens 
were processed some years, then 
some poke greens. Electrici ty 
and city water had long been 
available and a second shift was 
added for many years. In the 
last years some qUick-freezing 
was done, especially of straw
berries and blackberries. 

Lela Couch also remembered 
about 1936 when some of the 
workers were Rickert, Fields, 
Pense and Lankford families, 
Allie Hudson, Lillian Yount, 
Opal Phillips and daughters, 
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Imogene Hudson, Earl Phillips, 
just to name a few. Mrs. Lois 
Moore punched t.ickets. Shell 
Littrell, truck driver, hauled 
in workers from outlyi1lg commun
ities to the factory. 

Vorkers at Canning Futory--/9cJ4 
(8r ••st.,. Ph"to) 

Mrs. Mary Ann ~atts Black re
membered worki ng there in 1909 
when at 9 years of age she had 
to stand on a box to reach 
peeling tomatoes. She remembers 
some other workers: Mattie 
(Strickler) ~atts, Myrtle, Elva, 
Edi th and Charlotte ~atts, Pete 
West and his mother, a Mrs. 
Crawford who punched tickets, 
and her daughter, Oeie. 

Emery Phillips began working 
with Johnny Kelly in January 
1955. After Johnny's death, he 
formed a corporation with other 
e t oc kho l c.e r-e , Kelly Canning Co., 
Inc. , which remains to the 
present. These buildings are now 
being used by Madewell Pallet 
Products. Only a portion of the 
original factory building 
remains. 

Mrs. Bernice Branch organized 
the f t re t reunion of the Kelly 
Canning Factory workers at 
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park 
October 26, 1985. nhis occasion 
commemorated the annual coopera
tive factory dinner held each 
year at season's end.) Over 100 
people attended. Emery Phillips 
blew a whistle to simulate the 
factory whistle to assemble. He 
also sliced tomatoes to serve at 
the factory dinner. 

A few of the factory vorsers 
were attired in the visored net 

caps, plastic aprons and gloves) 
and carried spoon knives, uni
forms of those old tomato
peeling days. Chairperson 
Bernice Branch presented fund~ 

gifts to the following: No. 1 
Boss, Emory Phillips; No.1 Sec
retary, Betty Bell; No. 1 ~oman 

~m-ker, Ollie Vickery; No. 1 Man 
~orker, Kenneth Cooper; No, 1 
Feeler, Earline Benton and 
Fearlie Speersi No. 1 Trucker, 
Lawton Villines. Harrison Leach 
was remembered, thougb not able 
to be present. Ollie Hodges was 
the oldest person present. 

It would be impossible to 
list all of the hundreds of 
workers who have been employees 
of this factory, but many agree 
that one who should be especial
ly r-e me mbe r-ed is the late Daisy 
Tyree, supervisor of women work~ 

ers for many years, (Louise 
Cooper followed her in this 
job,) Al tbough t.his era has 

~f_*=:
 
Canning Fartory 

(E. Davidson rnoto! 

pa~3sed, the workers remaining, 
still remember. 

E, H, DORMAN, MONUMENT MAkH 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
Ne r c b 4, 1937 ) 

Not 200 feet from Prairie 
Grove c:emetery is a low, tin
covered structure wi th a narrow 
gauge track leading up to it 
iI-om the street, and a number of 
lar-ge slabs of marble and gran
i te se t about under the porch 
roof. This business was owned by 
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Ernest H. Dorman, who was prob
ably the oldest tombstone carver 
in the state, having entered the 

business 59 years ago. 
Stones in the Prairie Grove 

Cemetery date back to 1834 and 
Mr. Dorman reckons that he has 
put up four-fifths of them. 

Ernest Henry Dor••n If.ther of /faynord.I, 
aunt CynthlO Dor••n, /forqUIS Vorren oor••n 
If.lher of Ernest), /f.ynard 4nthony Oor.an, .1 
quarry Easl of Prsir ie Grewe, 1.908, 

(E, Davidson Photo) 

Dorman was born in Rutland
shire~ England, 75 years ago. 
When seven years old, he came 
with his parents to Fayette-

E, H, oar••n ssrbl» Vorl's, Lefl 1" Righi: 
ro. Leach, Io» Voolverton, roO/ sti izier, J, E, 
Sturdivsni, Louis S~ltzler, Henderson 8runk, E, 
H, Dorman, J, J, 8.gget t .nd 4ndy Vebb, /f.ynord 
Oor.an in ~.gon, (1886) 

ville. 
He began making tombstones 

when he was nineteen and fol
lowed the trade all his life, 

His shop was first at Fayette
ville, but in 1886 he moved to 
Prairie Grove. He made and 
erected tombstones for people 
over much of Northwest Arkansas 
and part of Oklahoma. 

Unt il 1932 he carved all 
tombstones by chisel and hammer. 
Later he used sand blast, cover
ing the face of the stone with a 
rubber stencil. "I don't know 
that it saved much time," he 
said, "since you have to wait a 
day or so for" the stencil to 
stick on the stone, and you have 
to be mighty careful when blast 
ing that none of the smaller 
pieces come off." 

His shop was located on West 
Buchanan Street about the center 
of the block (where the Oklahoma 
Tire and Supply is now oper-

Interior of oor••n /fonu.enl V<1I'ks sbout the 
turn of the century, 

IE, O.vids,," Photo) 

a t i ng >, In the old tin building 
the! e was a small room 1 i ttered 
with tombstone advertisements, 
suggesting the shapes and 
t ns.c r tp t i o ne that people might 
want, A book of epitaphs 
included pieces of four-line 
verse and scriptural quotations, 
also lines in Latin and German. 
When Mr. Dorman was asked if he 
was ever called upon to inscribe 
in Latin or German, he replied, 
"Yes, and in Cherokee. 
couldn't read Cherokee any more 
than rabbit tracks, but I was 
sent the inscription to put on 
and a copy of a Tahlequah paper 
published in Cherokee to get the 
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type from, and I put it on." 
Several times he has inscribed 
Cherokee epitaphs. 

Ernest Henry Dorman married 
Dora Antonio Cohea December 12, 
1884. They had six children, 
Maynard A., Ruby Dorman Hudson, 
Mitti .. Jewel Cook, Opal Dorman 

Breve ssrrere for parents of E. H. Dorman; 
Hark lIarren D,'rAlan, 1835-1908; Hatilda Pogson 
Dorman, 1836-1883. 

(E. Oavids,'n Photo) 
MOt-tDn l Ma.ry, who died as a 
child, and Beryl Dorman. 

Three granddaughters remain 
in this area: Eugenia (Mrs. 
E. H. ) Davidson of Prair 1e 
Grove, Ny r t i lla Dorman Cunning
ham of Rogers, and Joyce Dorman 
Cunningham of Bethel Grove. 
These are da ug h t e rss of Lhe late 
Maynard A. and RO:3alie DorlIlZ1D. 

Mrs, Ernest Dorman died in 
1912, and her husband died in 
1938. 

Mills 
PRAIRIE GROVE'S FIRST MILL
 
DISMANTLED IN 1914
 

(F'ra i r: i e Grove Hera] d , 
August 13, 1914) 

Another one of the old land
marks of this communi ty is now 
being torn away. Mr. J. Ed 
Rogers has bought from Mr. Doug
las Cummings the old mill 
property in Prairie Grove and is 
now tearing the building down. 

This is the oldest structure 
in our town that has been used 

for business purposes. It was 

erected about the year 1877, and 
at that time, one little store 
and a blacksmith shop, with a 
few residences, composed Prairie 
Grove. (The mi 11 was South of 
the Laundry, on Mock Street. ) 

For a number of years this 
mill did a large business, but 
has not run steadily for the 
last ten years. 

The mill building is four 
stories high, and the frame is 
of oak of large dimensions. The 
lumber will be used to erect 
another bu i Ld i ng , and the 
machinery will be stored away 
and offered for sale. 

LIFE OF L. C. M,CORMICK CLOSELY 
CONNECTED WITH PRAIRIE GROVE'S MILLS 

<Prairie Grove Enterprise. 1940) 

The two flour mills standing 
near each other in the south 
part of town have furnished the 
setting for L. C. "Fay" McCor
mick's life since 1902, 

The old frame mill was built 
in that year by Mr. McCormick 
and equipped with several 
thousand dollars worth of 

L. C. HcCormicj' HIll and Elevetor Co. 111 

1904 
(Brewster Pho!,') 

machinery contracted from 
Barnard and Leas Manufacturing 
Co. , Moline, Illinois, The 
machinery was the best available 
at the time and is still in use. 
A bleach blower has been added 
recently. 

In the early days of the 
mi II, it was operated day and 
night, turning out approximately 
2,400,000 pounds of flour a 

39 



Early frairie Grove 

ysar. In addition, 60,000 
bushels of wheat were shipped 
from the elevators each year, 

Mr. McCormick is now operat
ing the Washington County Mill, 
largest flour mill in the 
county, under lease from the 
stock company. The company was 
formed by Fred Dorman and the 
mill constructed about the close 
of World War I with George Ter
pening as bUilding contractor. 
Stockholders at the present time 
are John Brunk, R. D. Bogart, 
Mr~3. Hattie Cunningham, Mrs. 
Nora Rollans, L. C. McCormick 
and John Parker. 

IlMr. Fay," son and grandson 
of millers, a native Virginian, 
came to Arkansas with his 
parents when he was fifteen. He 
remembers that his father made 
nine coffins in one day for 
yellow fever victims when the 
family was living in Carlile. 
Leavi ng Car 1 i Ie, the McCormicks 
moved to Evansville where they 
operated a mi 11 for several 
years, 

A lot back of McCoy's Pro
duce is the site of the first 
mill in Prairie Grove. It was 
run for many years by Mr. McCor
mick, Who worked for its differ
ent owners--Crowell, Katlett and 
Hall, and the Cummings Bros. 

In 1893 Mr. McCormick became 
postmaster, an office he held 
four years. At the end of that 
time he resumed work at the 
Cummings mill and remained there 
until 1902 when he 
McCormick Mill and 
At this time E. 
operating this mill 
known as the Prairie 

built L. C. 
Elevator Co. 
C. Carl is 
which is now 

Grove Mill. 

vJe~ed tros atop !'IiII (Earl Ogden fh"to) 

MILL CLOSES AFTER 38
 
YEARS OF SERVICE
 
<Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
January 16, 1941) 

Finis was written to 38 years 
of milling history when the 
Prairie Grove Milling Company 
closed January 1 and the eqUip
ment, as a whole or in part, was 
listed for sale. (This mill was 
located on the old railroad near 
what is now the South end of 
Pi ttman Street. ) 

When the mill was organized 
in 1902 with L. C. McCormick as 
manager, it was known as the 
L. C. McCormick Mill and Ele
vator Company. In 1913, under 
the management of J. A. Cravens, 
the name was changed to Prairie 
Grove Milling Company. E. C. 
Carl became manager in 1922. 

Steam powered machi nery used 
in the mill included four 
standard flour rolls, three 

pairs of high meal and chop 
mills, and chop rolls. Other 
eqUipment on hand--a gas engine, 
scales and automatic elevator 
scales. 

When the mill was operating, 
its products were regularly sold 
from Madison County to Fort 
Smith, and east to Muskogee. At 
one time Salisaw was One of the 
big trading points. 

Some of the stockholders are: 
E. C. Carl, Frank Carl, Mrs. 
E. G. McCormick, Maddox Estate, 
B. H. Harrison Estate, A. C. 
Tennant Estate, L. L. Baggett, 
W. H. Baggett, R. O. Hannah Es
tate, L. C. McCormick, Mrs. Mar
garet McCormick, John Sharp, and 
G. W. Drummond. 
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~ASHINGToN COUNTY 
~ILLlNG Co~PANY 

(Prairie Grove Herald! 
February 20, 1919) 

The Washington County Milling 
Co, is the name given the new 
organization just formed here 
for the purpose of conducting a 
general milling and elevator 
business in Prairie Grove, 
Officers of the new company are: 
F, A. Dorman, pr-esst de-n t : R. L. 

Vashlngt,'n COl/nly Ifill, phot: by fred Car
l isl» sbout 1919, with tns Ifod.l I, ford In tM 
;'Jregl'L1l.md, 

(C, Csrl is l« Ph"to) 

McCoy, vice-president; H, B, 
Collier, secretary-treasurer. 
The directors of the company are 
the above named officers with 
F, A. Terpening, R. D. Bogart, 
Walter Robinson, all of this 
area; and C. R. Latta of Salina, 
Kansas. 

It is proposed for the com
pany to incorporate with a capi
tal of $30,000.00. The location 
of the mill will be in the South 
part of town along the railroad, 
but the exact place has not yet 
been fully selected. <This mill 
is still standing, at the South 
end of Mock Street.) 

~EETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
 
OF THE ~ILLS
 

<Prairie Grove Herald, 
July 12, 1923) 

The Prairie Grove Mi 11 i ng 
Company met for their annual 

meeting on Friday afternoon. Re
ports showed that a very nice 
business had been carried out 
the past year. Several new im
provements have been made, one 
of the warerooms has been newl y 
sealed and a new water tank, 
with a capacity of 10,000 gal
lons, installed. Extensive 
tiling has been done in the 
basement. The manager will be 
elected at an early date by the 
following board of directors and 
officers; President, F. H. Carl; 
Vice President, G. VI. Drummond; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Cl i nt Carl, 
and Messrs. R. O. Ha nnah of 
Springdale, L. L. Baggett, E. G. 
McCormick and A. C. Tennant, of 
Farmington, board. 

COHEA PURCHASES WASHINGTON 
COUNTY MILL IN 1944 

cLrizorma t i on provi de d by .4t 1as 

Cohea in an interview with c. E. 
Wiswell, Ka)l 1988.) 

In 1944 Atlas Cohea purchased 
the 'oIashington County Mill from 
the trustees: R. D. Bogart, John 
Brunk, Fay McCormick, Hattie 
Cunni ngham, A. M. Grey and Mrs. 
Nora Rollans. 

Fred Cohea, a local miller 
who had operated a mill in Viney 
Grove since 1924, joined his SOIl 

in the busi ness. Amoa Cohea, 
another son of Fred Cohea, 
joined the concern after return
ing from 'oIorld War II. 

The Coheas did not manufac
ture tlour, but continued to 
grind and mix all kinds of farm 
feeds and corn meal. The flour 
manufacturing eqUipment was sold 
piece-by-piece during the time 
Cohea operated the mill. 

Troy Sherry purchased the 
business and mill building in 
1964 and continues to operate it 
as a feed store. Sherry is a 
native of the Strickler com
munity and lives on a farm only 
a short distance from his child
hood home. He also deals in buy~ 

ing and selling livestock. 

(Herald, July 19, 1919) 

The new mill will soon be 
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ready for operation, The machin
ery has arrived and a large 
force of men are now ens-as-ed in 

placing the machinery. a large 
part of which has been set. The 
Fairbanks and Morris Crude-oil 
burning engine, which arrived 
Wednesday morning is now being 
placed on its foundation. 

The mill is now storing wheat 
in the new elevator every day, 
and the manager informs us that 
they expect to start the mill in 
about two weeks. 

(Herald, July 12, 1923) 

The Washington County Milling 
Company held the annual election 
of officers last Saturday. They 
are: President, J, P. Ed ml sst o n ; 
Secretary-Treasurer. H, B. Col
lier. These will constitute the 
Board of Directors with the 
following other members: R, L. 
McCoy, Charles Ratliff, J. L. 
Strickler and M. F. Rollins. 
Report'3 show that the busi ness 
has been fairly good the past 
year, This mill has installed an 
up-to-date corn milling outfit 
and is erecting a warehouse with 
a capacity of five car loads, 
The manager will be appointed at 
an early date by the board of 
di rectors. 

Fer» lIuMnery Dem"nstration on rrsirie 
Grove street 

Waller Nugent wi th a .agMl"ad ot vose» he 
hauled to Fayetteville, He received a priz» of 
IS. 00 tar the biggest wag"nl"ad ot women, Pbato 
.ade bet.een 1.904 and 1.9/(), (Rue Pboto ) 

Frisco Railroad
 
OZARK AND CHEROlcEE CENTRAL RAILROAD 
IMPORTANT PART OF PRAIRIE GROVE HISTORY 

By Neva NcNurry 

The railroad through Prairie 
Grove wou 1 d never have become a 
reality without the cooperation 
of other- communities along the 
line J so it is necessary to 
i rio I ude much history of others 
to complete the picture. 

When the people of Prairie 
Grove lost their first bid for 
the Frisco to Fayetteville, they 
did not give up. A newspaper 
i tern from a paper dated Septem
ber 26, 1885 states, n After the 
project begins, Prairie Grove 

should have a railway service in 
about one year," A second item 
from this publisher dated Janu
ary 10, 1886, read, "Plans for 
improvement of Prairie Grove in
clude building a railroad from 
Fayetteville, building a grand 
hotel, re-establishing and fix
ing up the Fairgrounds and en
closing 
Recently, 
tended a 
Academy 
parently, 
to help 

and beautifying a park. 
:30 masked couples at
masque social at the 

in Prairie Grove," Ap
the masque affair was 

raise 
i mprovernents. 

From the U. 
brary, Michael 
rector. wrote 

money for these 

of A. Mullins Li
Da br-Lehu e , Di

II We recent 1 y re
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ceived a collection of family 
papers which included a 
broadside announcing a meeting 

~ large crowd turn. out to View tM ti rst 
trs in into Prairie Breve, Tile srrivs I ot tile 
tre m -.. u.uslly greeted by'" interesteo crovo 
ot onloorers, 

Fir<t trein into Prsir ie srov». 
(Pdt'l" P/70!O) 

in Prairie Grove in 1888 rela
tive to building of a railroad. 
The original came from the 
Kinnibrugh-Engels papers. These 
families represent some of the 
pioneer settlers who lived in 
'Wa,~hington County from .l830s 
forward. II 

The broadside said, Railroad 
Meeting--Every citizen feeling 
interested in the building of a 
railroad from the Frisco line to 
Prairie Grove is 80rdially 
invited to attend a Railroad 
Mass Meeting to be held at 
Pra i ri e Grove, Tuesday, Septem
ber 25, 1888, at 7 p. m. Si8ned-~ 

J. J. Bagget t , J as. E. Mock, 
C. G, Marrs, Provisional Commit
tee. Name5~~W. H. Engels 
$10, 000, other names and a mo un t.e 
illegible in part, Mr. Mayes, 
President, and Vice-President 
appears to be Mr. Engels and 
Mr. 'Wilburn. 

A duplicate of this broadside 
was received from Russell 
Broyles of Farmington who noted, 
"VI. H, Enge Is, my own grand
father, gave the right-of-way 
for the railroad to run through 
his 80 A. farm, including a 4A. 
site for the Farm1n5ton depot." 

Thus the Ozark and Cherokee 

Central Railroad came into being 
running from Fayetteville 
through Farmington, Prairie 
Grove, Lincoln and Summers~ 

Arkansas into Tahlequah, Musko
gee and terminating at Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma. The tracks followed 
generally the present route of 
Highway 62. 

This railroad was built in 
sections, beginning at each end 
and worki ng toward the center. 
From Fayetteville working west, 
much of the road was built with 
convict labor. The Fayetteville 
camp was located a few teet 
south of present Highway ~,2. 

Convicts were housed in guard
houses. It is ,:oncluded th8t 
most hard labor on the railroad 
construction was done by hlacks 
because manv I':Dovicts were 
leased by the state Lo private 
contractors, and most of these 
convicts were black. 

While the convicts worked, 
they were chained together in 
pairs. Hugh Jett recalled that 
one occasion, a convict became 
so angry with his partner that 
he picked up an axe and hi~ hjm 
over the head. The murderer wa~ 

unsllackled from his victim. 
without ceremony. The dec=.d man 
WdS then buried in the r c t Lr oa c 
till as the work continued. ThiS 
incident na ppe ne d near the hi 11 
be~ ....een Pr.~irie Cjroue3nd 
Lincoln. 

Hugh Jet t of Fa-yet tevi Ll e 
also remembered hearing his 
father, Steve Iett, tell 01 
walking r r o m Fayettevj lie to 
Tahlequah to work on the con
struction ot the Ozark and 
Cherokee Central line. On the 
way, they stopped at the no mes. 
01 the Indians in what was then 
Indian Territory. While they 
worked on the road, they boarded 
with an Indian family. Mr. Jett 
said they worked 12 hours a day 
for which they received'll.lO, 
labor's going-rate at the time. 
There were few white people liv
ing along the line at the time, 
and many of the Indians spoke no 
English. 

An undated newspaper clippin8 
from Mrs. Steve Jett's scrapbook 
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states: "The Ozark and Cherokee 
Central Railroad was completed 
in 1901, It was a branch line of 
the Frisco which ran from Fay
etteville to Muskogee. It was 
built by convict labor. It was 
constructed chiefly to get the 
fruit out of the valley." 

The road became a very impor
tant factor in the development 
of the Illinois River Valley. 
During the harvest season, 
hundreds of train l oe d-a of 
apples were shipped, Second only 
to the apple crop was the straw
berry harvest. Mr, Russell 
Broyles recalls entire t~alns 

loaded wi'th nothing but straw
berries, Other products includ
ing cattle, grain and timber 
were sent to market over this 
line, 

The old 'Washington County 
Plat book of the early 1900s 
shows Prairie Grove to have had 
an evaporator, roller mill l 

stockyard and canning fae·tory in 
addition to the depot located 
within the city limits along 
this railroad right-of-way. 

The road was bUilt originally 
dS an independent line, Accord
ing to Wm. ::>. Ca.mpbell's "One 

Fr isco oeoot, 1904 
(Bre.. ter Ph,'I,'.' 

Hundred Years of Fayetteville," 
"About 1900, J. H. Mcilroy of 
Fayetteville, Dr. McCormick of 
Prairie Grove and others began 
agitating for a road westward, 
tapping the great valley of the 
Illinois and the timber' west of 
it, crossing the Kansas City 
Southern of Westville. Oklahoma 

and continuing to Tahlequah. 
Soon it was pushed to Muskogee 
and OkmUlgee, making a link be

tween thoe tWLl main linQf; of tM 
Frisco through very rich 
terri tory. " 

The accompanying postcard 
picture of the Prairie Grove 
Frisco Depot was copied from one 
lent to us by Glen Hudson of 
Rogers, Arkansas. His was mailed 

Frisco Depot In Pr sirie	 srove 
(!f(!furry Pboto! 

to his aunt, Miss Celia 'Webber 
of 'West Fork, Arkansas Ilater 
Mrs. Celia Skelton of Larned, 
Kansas), On the correspondence 
side is written "A big memory in 
Celia's by-gone days." In talk
ing with several oldtimers, I 
have found that they feel the 
same way, 

Vol Rutherford of Lincoln 
also had one of these dated May 
17, 1908 and addressed to 
Mrs, R. Ross, Staunton, now 
Greenland, Arkansas, carrying a 
one-cent postage stamp. It bears 
the message, II I I ve ventured 
again to-day, We have a mule and 
a calf. I never can come again 
to stay all night. I'll look for 
lola and Henry if it ever quits 
raining,1I 

Two of the signs on the track 
side of the building say, "Wes
tern Union Telegraph and Cable 
Office" and "Wells Fargo and Ca. 
Express. " The third is appar
ently a chalkboard on which to 
note train arrival and departure 
schedules. 

As were all area town depots, 
this was a traditional gathering 
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place. All say it was the high
light of their younger days to 
walk down there to watch the 
trains come in, especially at 
3 p. m. on Sundays. Most people 
r e e l Ly c e me downhi 11 for i t. was 
located in the south part of 
town with few houses past that 
point at the time. The pilgrim
age usually included a stroll 
around Mock Park and visit at 
its spring. 

The two houses to the ri ght 
in the picture are believed to 
be residences still on E. Thur
man Street. 

The depot was located on the 
north side of the railroad track 
at the corner of S. Neal and 
Commercial Streets. What is 
S. Neal now from that point 
south was Frisco Avenue on the 
old city plat of that time . 

Young people sledding down 
S, Neal Street on winter snows 
usually turned around at the 
depot. Young chi Idren sometimes 
placed two crossed straight pins 
on a rail for a train to fLa t.-: 
ten, shaping a pair of tiny 
"scissors" as it passed. 

The young ladies on the wagon 
and s~andin8 in front are as yet 
unidentified. Their clothing 
tells us something of the E,tyles 
of the time--long black stock
ings, hightopped s.noes , full 
long sleeves and dresses, appar
ently Bertha collars and 
bonnets, 

There was a section house 
west of t he depot wi "t.h a we 11 
near. This was a source of water 
for section hands and train 
crews and it's said that it's 
never gone dry. Although the 
depot and other bUildings were 
r e rnov e d , this well is still in 
use. It had a unique octagonal 
top. 

The J. w. Crawleys who now 
own a home on this piece of land 
u:"-3e the well for watering their 
horses and garden. An area where 
the footing for the old depot 
once stood is now in their south 
yard. The grass in this spot 
turns brown in dry summer times. 

A few officia.l records sup
plied by the Crawleys list major 

poi n ts up to 1961 when they 

bought this property from w. H. 
Bartholomew heirs. Marie and Roy 
Foren: 

The piece of land on which 
the depot .s t o cd is a part of a 
much 1 e r-ge r- acreage wh i c h wa=" 
granted t.o John Moot-e OTl March 
10, 1843. John Tyler "fa," lJ.'o. 
president. 

John and Lucinda Moore sold 
some of this to Andrew Alexander 
and Manerva Cr a wf o r d June 1'7, 
1837. Tbe Crav'fords sold it t.c 
wm, T. and J3.rne:3 P. Ne n I in 
1845, some Neal heirs s o Ld a 
portion to E. C. Carl in 1598 
who in turn sold some to D. N. 
McCormick in 1900, 

Some Neal heirs sold a little 
acreage to George E. Brunk and 
George and Frank Terpening in 
U389, The Brunks donated ':30me 
Leno to W. A, Prjght, t.r uc.t.e e , 
in LSe9 f or- a ia t lway, -ir ov t de-d 
it W'2r€' constructed a nd in 
operation within ~ year .... A. 
Bri8h~ gave J quit cLaim dee~ to 
Oza1-k and Cllerok~e Central Nail-
way i n 1 '.. (J '3 , a '5 ''1 i d W, 'w' . \~' a r 1 
in 1902. (.We're <ur e t he s.e nBITJI?S 

e xp l a i n tho'? Drigi n of Fright'~, 

Addi -t i on where my h o rn> is Lc 
cated dnd Brullk 3tl'ep~ t)crd~ring 

my lanrt on the north.) r~z3rk and 
Cherokee \~ent1·al R3ilw3Y an~ Et. 
LOllis and 3an Francisco RBilroad 
Co. f o r med a c or p or e t ro-, 1\1 

1907, This s.ye.t e rn 01 i-e t Lroa c': 
in Missouri. Arka nc.a-s , Ka n-sa s.. 
Indjan Terrii~ory and T~rritcI'Y 

of Oklahoma operatpd from 3~. 

Louis thJ-ough Faye~tevilie to 
E't . Smith; a lz.o , o o t c r Fo_yett.E!
ville to Okmulgee. in Indian 
To r-r Lt cr-v , via Xos.kcg e e . 

After trains discontin\led, 
St. Louis-San Francisco Railway 
~:=:old a portion of land be t we e n 
Ozark Street and Mock Street to 
Ed H. Ri'oh in 1943 who sold some 
of it to ''1/, H. Bartholomew 
shortly the1-eafter. 

From Mrs. lett's s,:rapbook! 
"Harry Dutton brought the first 
train into Prairie Grove and 
drove the last one out. A cele
br-et i on '-'m_B held when the first 
train came in. Geneva Mock 
christened the en8ine, Mr. Rich
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ardson was the first station 
agent, and William H. Mock was 
the railroad's surBeon. 

Mr. Richardson was followed by 
W. R. Dodson and Walter Lark. 
Nr . Lark was stati on agent when 
the tracks were taken up in 
1942. He was called at 4 a. m. 
that morning. The station was 
torn down the very same day, 
leaving him sitting on a keg of 
ne t L's . " 

W, R. Dodson carne here in 
1912 lrom Pettigrew where he 
held the first job. 

The late Dolph Helm of Prair
ie Gr'ove rode on that first 
t r e t n that carne through. As he 
waE we e k from a bout wi t h 
typhoid fever, Tom Dixon carried 
him, 

While little seems to have 
been written ahout passenger 
t re t n service, memories and com
mon sense tell us that this was 
a very important part of this 
rai l r-oe.d . Few people had auto
mobiles in those earlier times. 
What an exci t i ng trip was even 
the few miles to the County Seat 
in Fayetteville, not to mention 
connections made in the more 
rare events of travel to farther 
p lece e . 

One personal note: my own 
p,:1rents made at 1 e;?'~t one t rip 
on this railroad in their move 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Arkan
sas. I remember also my mother 
telling of the time shortly 
after they c a me , about 1917, 
whe n she drove a horse and buggy 
i r am their home at Hog Eye to 
meet my rather's nephew here in 
Prairie Grove where he arrived 
by train f ro m his home i.n 
Muskogee. 

Also, this rai lroad must have 
been an i mpor t.a rrt part of the 
U.S. Postal Service and other 
package freight among other 
services somehow overlooked or 
taken for granted in written 
records of the day. 

For sometime before the Ozark 
and Cherokee Central was finally 
closed, railroad officials agi
tated for its closing. According 
to Mrs. Irene Canady (station 
agent at Lincoln, and daughter 

of Bob Glover, longtime depot 
agent at West Fork), the Frisco 
wou 1 d shi p merchand i se ina 

roundabout way into Texas and 
back into Oklahoma, using trucks 
to its final destination rather 
than use the shorter r ou te 
offered by the 0 and CC. Never-

Section /land Cre. on Frisco Railroad out of 
Pres r i« Grove. III IIi'" N. nett iso» is on the 
left. (0. !fattis"n Photo) 

theless, business people and 
farmers employed their influence 
to keep the road open to the 
very last, She recalled receiv
ing a letter July 9, 1942, from 
the officials that the road 
would remain open, She was 
elated and took the letter to 
Mr. Mayes who was in the process 
of bUilding an apple packing 
shed beside t he tracks. He was 
investing considerable capital 
in the bu:siness, operation of 
which depended upon the railroad 
to ship the apples. Prospects 
looked bright for the future. 

The next morning. July 10, 
1942, Mrs. Canady said that when 
she opened her stat i on " s door, 
the telegraph keys were clicking 
frantically. The message stated 
t.ha t the road was closing. She 
was to he ve everything in the 
station packed and ready to be 
picked up by a train arriving at 
10 a.m.--just two hours hence. 
It was impossible to meet this 
unexpected deadline. 

When the train arrived on 
schedule, those dispatched to 
dismantle the office piled 
everything into the empty box
cars without any attempt to 
salvage what they were loading. 
Everything was piled helter
skelter. With deepest regrets, 
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Mrs. Canady had to relay the 
distressing news to the 
community. 

Removal of the rails was 
begun about the middle of the 
line, and crews worked in each 
direction toward its ends. 
Mrs. Canady believed it was done 
in this manner because the 
Frisco was determined to discon
tinue operation of the road. The 
officials feared that if removal 
of the tracks was started at 
either end of the line, the 
business people along the road 
might bring an injunction to 
stop the work. She said she 
could see no other re350n for 
such a surprise move and rapid 
removal of the tracks. 

Traces of the roadbed can 
still be seen along the old 
r-a Ll r-cia d t ss route and can remind 
all of us of the pioneering 
people who gave so much to make 
this project possible. 

We appreciate all the help 
given in research of this rail 
road history. We especially 
thank Robert G. Wi n n who so 
graciously allowed us to use 
much material from his "Rail 

roads of Northwest Arkansas ll 

book. 

••••• 
Albert S. Johnston was sec

tion foreman out of Prairie 
Grove from 1930 to 1942. The 
Johnston family lived in the 
house on the corner of Pi ttman 
and Center Streets. Abbott John
ston, a son, still has a home in 
Prairie Grove. ....

R. L. McWhorter carr ied the 
mail from the Prairie Grove Post 
Office to the Frisco Depot for 
many years. He first used a 
horse-drawn hack and later a 
Mode 1 T Ford. 

••••• 
Jeff Campbell worked for 

Hobbs Enterprises who furnished 
c r o s-s 't t ee, f o r bu t Ld Lng the 
Frisco Railroad to Prdirie 
Grove. The old yard used fOl 
stol-ing the supply of cross ties 
was 10cat12d on the land which 
was later used by the telephone 
cumpany for storing u s.e d poles, 
at the South end of Pittman 
Street, 

Theatres and Entertainment
 
THEATRES AND CHA!JTAIJQIJAS
 
PROVIDE MANY HDIJRS OF ENTERTAINMENT
 

(Prairie Grove Herald,
 
Oc t ober- 26 1 1911)
 

Messrs. Frank E, Wi 1 son and 
J. Wm. C(Jhea have med e al-rdnge
me n t.e. to put on a MDvi.ng Picture 
show hele in the opera house, 
beginning some time next week. 

The':;e mov t ng picturE' shows 
dl-e just now having a great run 
allover the country. They 
afford a pleasant eveningls 
entertainment. and with a careful 
selection of films, very 
in·:;tructive, affording opportun
ity to see views of homeland and 
foreign countries that the 
average citizen does not have 
the means of seeing. We feel 
sure that Messrs, Wilson and 
Cohea will 5ive us nothinEj but 
the best. Mr. Cohea has been in 

Kdll<::",';J-S City Th:L~-;;, Y;;:':'('}-;: pur
.: b,1',-,i ns ~ mec h t ne for the '3hiJw::~ , 

rFra i ri c. CrtJve Here Lct,
 

Na)' SI 1 ( 1 3 )
 

Tr.l~ Lyric is 't.h e na me elf ~~he 

new Pdct u r e S11[iW e e.t.e Lj tv.hme n t 
j U:3t~ opened in the room u r.d e i 
Hes.on i c Temple, by Be r t Taylor. 
(Pr~.selltly thl? home of th,:> 
Prairie (Jl-ove En t.e r prte.e . A 
per~-on gOiIJg into the building 
now would n o t. lec.ogni'.::e it 0..;::

't.Le e t or e room 1'1.'::; of yore. l-i:" 
ha'::" been r.Lc.e Ly f i t-t e.I up for a 
picture e.b o w, w t t h incline t Lo or 
and comfortable :=:::,eats, '~arpeted 

ai·=..les, etc. 
The building is ~lectric 

lighted from a new dynamo in the 
rear of the buildinEjI which e l e o 
furnishes the light for th~ pic
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ture :rna.chine. 
The rcac-h i ne booth is in an 

eley~ted p05ition ~boYe the 
front entrance. and lined wi th 
asbestos making it fire proof. 
As a whole, it is a very attrac
tive place of amusement. 

l 

Rn eer ly street scene In Prs ir ie srove Su
ttuns» Street h10king Vest, Note Oper~ House on 
lIor Ih ro of bln1ding., the norse-or••n vehi
t les, etc, (Brewster Photo) 

LYRIC THEATRE NAME CHANGED
 
TO COZY THEATRE
 

The Lyric Theatre operated in 
Pre i i ie Gruve until 1925 at 
which time the name was changed 
to the l=ozy Theatr"e, Mr. C, L. 
HiltUIl was mctllCtger, 

In 1927 a Gardner Ve 1 vet 
Golden Fibre Sc r o e n , 9¥,,' x 12~' 

was installed. A Photo-Player 
Pipe Organ wa.'3 added the same 
year at a cost of $6,750.00, It 
WdS tlt~ larg,e'.3t pipe ot'san ever 
installed in any theatre in 
Northwe'5t Arkansas, according to 
C. L. Hilton, manager, 

OPERA HOUSE REMODELED 
IN 1914 BY E. k. TORBETT 

The Prairie Grove Opera 
House, a very popular entertain
m~_~llt, place in the early 19005, 
Wd6 locdted on the Nor'th side of 
Buc:llan,;,n Stl"eet over a grocery 
store and a drug store. A stair 
way entrance was three doors 
east of the Bank. 

In 1914 the Opera House was 
remodeled by E. K. Torbett, the 
new leasee, according to an 
article published in the April 
issue of the Herald. All the 
wood work of the interior is 
being repainted and given a 

fresh appearance. The lighting 
system is going to be a very 
~ttr~QtiYe feQture, The entire 
house is being wired to furnish 
lights of different colors. The 
main auditorium will have 14 
l t g n t e , and will be so arranged 
that the room will always be 
lighted during the picture 
shows, and st ill not interfere 
wi th the clearness of the pic
tures. The stage will also be 
supplied with lights of differ
ent colors. The entrance stair 
way will also be well lighted. 
Two large electric fans will 
serve to help cool the auditor
ium during warm weather. When 
completed it is going to be a 
very neat and attractive place. 
He expects to open Saturday 
night with a Picture show. 

The Prairie Grove Chautauqua 
was a very important part of the 
'5urorner ent ertai nment at the 
Opera house. Such performers as 
the famous Kilts Band of Canada; 
Dr. John Merritte Dr i v c r , author 
a nd composer· i Ma.ri on WhlJrton, 
lecturer aIid author; the Beverly 
Entertainers; Ye Olde Towne 
Quartet, and many others 
appeared on the stage 01 the 
Opera house, The Shepherd of the 
Hills played at the Lyric Opera 
House Tuesday, November 17, 
]914. Admission 25¢ and 50¢. 

LOCAL MOVIE THEATRE 
TO OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT 

(Prairie Grove Leader, 
May 11, 1934) 

The Beverly Theatre will open 
Friday n i g h t. , according to a 
statement today of James Fay 
Parks, rae ne g'e r . The first pic
ture to be offered is "Sitting 
Pretty" by Paramount, starring 
Jack Oakie, Ginger Rogers, 
Gregory Ratoff, Jack Hailey and 
others. This is a musical comedy 
and is favorably reported by 
those who have seen it. IlBetty 
Boop" will be featured in the 
short comedy sketch. The same 
picture will be shown on Satur
day night. 

Monday and Tuesday Buddy 
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Rogers and Cliff Edwards will be 
starred in "Take A Chance." Ad
mission prices are lO¢ and 25¢. 

Saturday afternoon Parks will 
run two matinees, paid for by 
the local business firms. 

I 
Bevnly Theatr~, on Buchanan street in 

Prairie Drove, /g38 , 
tcopied t ro» U 0; A Library) 

Tickets are being given away by 
Ll1e sponsors of the matinees 
wltose n a me e. are listed: Southern 
Mercantile Co. Crescent CashI 

Store, Hammontree's Cafe, Bar
tholomew's Grocery, Sterl ing 
Drug, Ihe Weekly Leader, Ideal 
Grocery, 0 K Tailor Shop, 
Carney's Cafe, West Side Garage, 
J. F, Holmes, Magnolia Service 
Station, Jim Smith, Farmers Cash 
Store, City Meat Market) Mag

fnolia Petroleum Co. Vol Hannah, 
Prairie Grove Garage, Prairie 
Grove Lumber Co. Harlan and 
Carl, Peerless Barber Shop, 
DixOIl Saddle Shop, Wilson's Bar
ber Shop, Roy Sharrock. 

Parks promises to bring the 
best pictures obtainable. A par
tial list of bookings includes: 
Night Flight; Dancing Lady; 
Going Hollywood; Dinner at 
Eight; The Showoff; Men in 
White; Tarzan and His Mate; Viva 
Villa and many others. 

<Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
April 23, 1941) 

In November 1934 James Fay 
Parks, his twin brothers, Donald 
and Barry, and Taylor Hannah 
went into business. James Fay 
had been a prominent member of 

the Beverly Players, a group of 
young people who produced plays 
under the sponsorship of Clay 
Mobley, playright; so the new 
busine:ss just naturally fell 
heir to the name, "Beverly 
Theatr-e. II 

Beverly Theatre f t r e t ope r.o d 
its doors iTI the buildin8 one 
,iGor east of Ratliff Gro~er-y 011 

the North side of Buchanan 
Sfrea t . After showing there for 
three months, slluwing two e.h c ws, 

a WE:I'-...?k, it was then mo v ed to the 
bo t Ld t ng wli i c.h is now the 
Far me r-s Hardware on the SQuth 
side of Buch.s ue n . Arthur McCor
mlo k , u nc l e of the Fr:Hks, joined 
the lTIctnaging force dt this time, 

In 19T5 Larne s, Fay turned the 
rl1b1lagement of t h e now thri'ling 
busine~s over to his brother, 
Donald and wellt to Chicago where 
he ma.naged ,~ r o d i o agency. 

Do n-s l r l , then 16, h s d the di~,

tinction of being the youngest 
theatre exhlbitrJr in ~he 

Tennessee-Arkan~as territory, 
MallY j wpr ove me n t s. ha ve- heen 

ma.de since 19.'34, arnnng wht c b ,3r'~ 

the r e p Lac i ng of the p l a i n 
woo'len row se~ts with leather 
c u s h i o n e d seats on the e] evated 
floor, the iDstallBtion of a 
':::001 i. 118 s.y-st.e m and 6. new sound 
system. The fr'ont of the ttl~atre 

ha-s alsu bee n r e mode Led wi th the 
addition of a marquee and 
cashier l 

~3 booth. 
Three shows a week are now 

presented, running every night 
of the week and Saturday after
noon. Jack Cox h~lps operate the 
:rru:tchine:3 and John Henry Brewster 
acts as u.sher, 

Their record show att:-.E-ndan\:.e 
was the recent "Gone Wi th the 
Wind," "Jesse James" was a close 
second. Gene Autrey is the favo
rite western star. Action pic
tures, e.uc h as Jes~3e Lame s. and 
Dodge City are; the most popu l e r , 
a nd comedy pictures, such as 
"T'ne Road to ZanZibar," are not 
far behind. 

Mr. and Mr's. J. P. Jones who 
moved here from Oklahoma 
purchased the theatre in 1952 
and operated it until it was 
permanently c l ocad Saturday 
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night, October 15, 1959. The 
.Lon e ss ' stated that most of the 
equipment would be sent to Okla

homa City where it will be sold. 
****** 

PrilJl'ie srov» Band, Circa 1.915: Left to 
Righi.' John Perry lIest, /'Iill'Jn Barnett, /'II', 
/'IcEven (director and SChMI pr inc ipel), Paul 
csonnv) Stewart, unknown, Lake Hannah and Autry 
lIilson, 

NOTICE 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 

NovQmbgr 1, 1917) 

Beginning November 1, admis
sion to the Lyr-Lc Theatre wi 11 
be raised to 6¢ and i1¢ instead 
of 5¢ and 10¢, This one cent 
goes to 
a war 
people, 
tax on 
So come 
enjoy a 

the government. This is 
tax to be paid by the 

I have to pay 15¢ war 
each reel that is shown. 
to the picture show, and 
good show, and give your 

1¢ to the government. 

Manager 

Mock Park, a Gift to City of Prairie Grove� 

«Pre i r i e Grove Enterprise) 
July 4, 1963"> 

Hock Park, long a Prairie 
Grove landmark. located near the 
center of the Ci ty and adj aeent 
to the new post office bUilding, 
has been donated to the City by 
Dr. Will H. Mock, veteran phy
sician aIld civic leader. 

The land, which was to become 
Mock Park, was purchased in 1901 
by Dr. Mock and was the first 
leal estate he ever owned. He 
removed all old buildings, some 
being constructed of logs, 
hauled in hundreds of wagon 
loads of soil, graded and 
leveled the tract and planted 
trees. Later he 
ditional land and 
th", park. 

For Il1b.uy years 
obLained its city 
large spring in 

purchased ad
added it to 

Prairie Grove 
water from the 

the park--a 
spring that served as a water 
S(Jurce for early settlers in the 
Prairie Grove Valley. The Park 
has been free to the public for 
picnics, community public meet
ings, political and religious 
gatherings. Dr. Mock's only re
gard and compensation has been 
witnessing the enjoyment, bene
fits and pleasures that the city 
and communi ty deri ved from the 
park. 

Dr. Hock stated that he made 

this donation to the City by 
reason of his interest in theII 

beautification, progress and 
general welfare of the City, his 
concern for the citizens whom he 
admired! trusted and loved, and 
with whom he spent a lifetime; 
and further as a means of con
veying his deep gratitude for 
the encouragement, confi denee, 
f r Lends h t p , and all the courte
sies and kindnesses that have 
been bestowed upon him along the 
way of life, II 

A group of ladies gathered at /'I,'ck Park for 
an evening's outing about the turn of the cen
tury, (V, Allen Photo..> 

Participating in the present
ation ceremony in the park, in 
addi t i on to Dr, Mock and Mayor 
Calvin Bain, were Aldermen 
Donald Parks and D. E. Fieff, 
City Treasurer Wilford Thompson, 
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City Recorder G. E. Viswell; and 
Barry Parks, president of the 
Lions Club. 

In presenting the deed, Dr. 
Mock told the city officials the 
gift is a means of conveying his 
deep grat i tude for the encour
agement, confidence, friendship 
and kindness bestowed 011 him by 
the people of Prdirie Grove. 

****** 
Coffins finiE,hed always on 

hand at Collierls. Also a com
plete line of furniture, such as 
is required to adorn any home, r"ung l,.;ies refresh Ihemselves vit» drink 

(Prairie Grove News 8-2~·-1I:::H35) tro» spring, 

Battle of Prairie Grove 
By Robert Serio, Park Historian 

Tn April 1862 the Confederate 
Army that was defeated at the 
Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas 
<March 7-8, 1862) was trans~ 

f e rr e d e e e t o f t~he Mis:sissippi 
River. Northwest Al'kans~s alld 
t he r-e rne i nde r- o f t, he sta te was 
left open to the Union Army 
which rapidly penetrated the in
terior of the ~tate coming with
in 45 miles of the state capitol 
at Little Rock. 

The ensuing consternation 
brought attentilJu to Arkansas' 
d t Le mma , and a. 5B.vior in the 
form of Confederate Maj or Gen
eral Thomas C. Hindman who was 
appointed to take command in 
AI'kansas in May 1862. Soon after 
his arrival, Hindman issued a 
formal proclamation stating that 
he had come, lito drive out the 
invader or perish in the at
tempt," For the time being he 
did drive out the invader, Wi th 
pitifully inadequate forces he 
managed to harass the Union 
forces into He Le ne , Arkansas on 
the Mississippi River where they 
remained bottled up and ineffec
tive. 

With the few existing Federal 
troops out of the way Hindman 
was free to occupy Northwest 
Arkansas and begi n musteri ng 
Confederate troops in the 
region, Thi5 0150 provided an 
avenue by which Missouri Confed

erate officers could slip 
clandestinely into that state to 
recruit men for the s.oo t r.er n 
':.ause, 

It was this e ud a ci ou s, ac t i v 
i ty, often carried out under the 
very noses of Federa 1 e.u thor i
t.dess , that re:3ulted in the first 
a rree d clash of the Pr a Lr ie Gr(Jv~ 

c a mpe Lg n . In August 113tl2 s.ou t n-: 
ern recruits struck Federal 
troops at Lone Jack, Missoul-i. 
Although the Missouri Confed-
erates won handily and l.>:q.:.d:ured 
on artillery battery tlley gllick
ly headed south for safety. In 
r eeponsse to this escalat i on in 
Confederate e c t LvLt.y t lre F'?deral 
~Dvernlllent put a c orr es.po nd t ng 
force, The Army of the Front ier, 
into 'tb e field under the command 
of General J()hn Schofield. 

Schofield rapidly put hi". 
troops into 't he- field, c o ncc-rr
trdting hIs for't~e near Sar"cuxie, 
Mi'3souri in late September 1862. 
To the south was a mixed Confed
erate force of Lnd La nss , Texans 
and MissourIans u ude r the c om
ma nd of Gener al La me s, S. Ra i n
and General Do ug La-s Cooper near 
Newtonia, Missouri. General 
Hindman was away On military 
busine~s in Little Rock. 

Schofieldls troops struck im
petuQusly at the Confederates on 
September 30 I 1862 and were sent 
reeling back north. Even with 
the stinsins defeat to the Con
federate's eredi t they real i zed 
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their force was no match for 
Schofieldls entire army which 
would surely arrive the neAt d~y 

for a rematch. They prudently 
retired across the state line 
into Arkansas. General Scho
field, e.e ne.t ng success, followed 
close on the Confederate's 
heels. Sending one division 
under Brigadier General James 
Blunt to fullow Cooper's Confed
e r a t e Indians, Sehof ield scoured 
Nortbwest Arkal~sas for rebels. 
Blunt caught up with Cooper near 
Kaysville, Arkansas on October 
.:?2, 1862 and avenged the New
tonia affair by scattering the 
rebels, capturing their artil 
lery and much of their supply 
t r-a in. By the end of the month 
the nearest Confederate troops 
were in the Arkansas Ri ve r
Ve Ll e y , 

Wi th winter ahead, General 
S'chofield felt that there would 
bl'-'! no IDLJre major incursions by 
Confederdtes into Northwest 
Arkansas until spring. Accor-d
lngly he directed Blunt to go 
i nt.o w Lr. t e r quarters with his 
division near l'1:aysville, Arkan
';;0.5. Schofield then marched h i ss 
other two d Lv Le.Lo ns, back to 
Springfielll, Missouri. Then he 
took 1 eave and r e pe i r-ecl to 8t. 
Lou t : , Mi':;:;;ollri. Second in com
ma nd Brigadier General James 
Totten also went to St. Louis on 
c our t martial duty, leaving 
Brigadier General Fl-ancis Herron 
in charge. 

Ht ndme u returned to the army 
in the fLe l d , prumptly ousted 
Ra t n:=, for nut showi ng more 
fight J and began to concentrate 
h ts, troops on Mazzard Prairie 
soutll of Ft. Smith, Arkansas. By 
La t.e November Hindman was ready 
for action. In response to a re
connaissance in force by some of 
Blunt"~ (:avalry he unleashed the 
he rd-r r-f d t ng t.r oope r s, of General 
JCJ11rl c . Marmaduke. Marmaduke 
followed the Federal into \llash
i ng t.o r: County, Arkansas fighting 
a sharp series of engagements in 
e nd ne a r Cane Hi lIon November 
28, 1862. Blunt brought up his 
entire force and Marmaduke 
skillfully withdrew with infor

mation on Blunt's strength and 
posi tion, 

With this infor~tiQn ~t 

hand. Hindman realized that he 
could easily strike Blunt with 
an overwhelming force of 11,000 
men. Hindma.n marched to attack 
Blunt in his exposed position at 
Cane Hill, Arkansas, crossing 
the Arkansas Ri ver on December 
2, 1862. Blunt, ever vigilant, 
wired for reinforcements as soon 
as he knew of Hindman's advance. 
It was December 3, 1862 when 
General Francis Herron began one 
of the swi ftest marches of the 
Civil War, covering the 100-plus 
mt l e-s from Springfield, Missouri 
to FayetteVille, Arkansas in 
three days. Herron s troops arI 

rived in FayetteVille around 
midnight uf December 6, 1862. 

At that moment, Major General 
Thomas C. Hindman and the First 
Curps Army of the Trans
Missis:3ippi was in position to 
at.tack t.he division of General 
James G. Blunt at Cane Hill. The 
arrival of Herron in Fayette
ville changed the situation en
tirely. Hindman rapidly altered 
hi s plans. By 4: 00 a. rn. of Dec
ember 7, 1862 his army was 
ma.rching north on the Cove Creek 
Road tJow3.rd Fayetteville, in 
search of Herron. 

Around dawn Marmaduke' EO, Cav
a Lr-y struck the advance cavalry 
of Herronls column just south of 
Prairie Grove Church. Routing 
the Union troope r-e , Marmaduke's 
horsemen followed them ina 
whirlwind chase across the Illi 
nois River to Walnut Grove. Here 
Marmaduke ran into the main 
column of the Union army. Her
ron's men went into line of 
battle and drove the Confederate 
cavalry back toward the Illinois 
River. 

Ahead of Herron's tired 
troops lay the Illinoi:3 River, 
The road crossed it at a ford, 
then ran southwest across a 
prairie, before ascending a 
ridge of plateau. East of the 
road the Arch Borden house 
loomed on the skyl i ne. West of 
the road were the houses of Hugh 
and William Rogers. Farther to 
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the west was the Morton farm and 
house. This would be the physi
cal setting for the ma.in action 
of the Battle of Prairie Grove. 

Reachi ng the ford across the 
Illinois River, Herron found it 
impossible to cross without 
great loss of life. The Confed
erate army was already in posi
tion on the ridge and Blocher's 

----t-~ 
r 

Arkansas Battery was shelling 
the crossing with great regular
ity. Quickly sizing up the situ
ation, Herron had a road cut 
downstream to another ford, 
where he crossed a 1 ang range 
battery of rifled guns along 
with some supporting troops. The 
artillery soon silenced the Con
federate ~un6 and the reet of 
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Herron's troops came across at 
the main ford. 

Now with several b~tteries at 
work Herron Qhelled the ridge 
and moved his available infantry 
to the attack. Two regiments, 
the 19th Iowa and the 20th Wis
consin rushed over the ridge, 
past Borden's house and into an 
orchard behind it. There await 
ing them in well-prepared posi
tions were the infantry of Gen
eral Francis A. Shoup's Division 
along with Colonel J. O. Shel
by's Brigade of dismounted cav
alry. This Confederate force 
outnumbered the Union troops at 
least three to one. 

The hopelessly ot. t nu mbe r e d 
Union Infantry were soon stream
ing down the north slope of the 
ridge with the rebels in hot 
pursui t. The f ire of the Union 
artillery stunned the Confed
erate counter-attack and sent it 
reeling back over the ridge to 
safety. 

Once again Herron's troops 
moved to the attack. This time 
the 37th Illinois and the 26th 
Indiana attacked only to be 
dealt the same hard blows. Again 
the Union aI'tillery repulsed the 
Con f e d e r a te a t t.e icp t to capital 
ize on the situation. By this 
time the Union "rmy on the field 
had been considerably weakened 
and Hindman began to assemble a 
fresh di visi on of troops under 
General Daniel Marsh Frost. 
These t.r-ciopes we r-e to sweep down 
on the Union right flank and 
press them into the ri ve r . The 
situation was bleak for the 
Uni on army. 

General Blunt had spent an 
anxious morning at Cane Hill. 
Hearing the artillery fire at 

Prairie Grove confirmed his sus
pictans that Hi ndman' s army had 
stolen a march ~n him. Blunt 

ro.pi.dly nercned for t te battle
field via Rhea's Mill in o r d e r 
to secure the mill and his sup
ply train from capture. It was 
nearly 3: 00 p. m. wben Blunt. came 
unto the field from the north
wes t , qu i c lc Ly deploying his in
fantry and drtillery. 

Hindman's flanking movement 
was preempted. and his o ppcr r.u n
i ty for fighting and defeating 
tlJe divided Union army wa s. gone. 
Blunt now mounted Dever~l savage 

dttct\,~;ks on the CCJnfedera.te }eft 
flank ancl10red around the Mortoll 
fc r m. Near dusk Blunt accepted 
the futility of his attacks and 
retired onto the prairie below 
tlle riri8e. Ju::;t a t. -su rrs.er. th~ 

Confederbt~s in Blunt's frollt 
mounted a :...,t.r()ns a s.sau j r. de
sigr~ed to sweep him f r o m the 
field. Elt/nt's infantry grimly 
held their line a rrd o Lo ng with 
the massed guns of the artillery 
shattered the Confederate at 
t.ac k . 

Nightfa.ll brought an end to 
the fighting. Over JOO me n had 
died in the day's battle. More 
than 1500 wounded men .....ou Lc <on
va.le::~c.:e in n.e ke e.b i f t }lly:,pi+als 
in Fdyettf~'Jille and I~ane Hill 
while OV8[ 500 ruo n w o u Ld be 
li'sted as simply "mis·::;ing." In 
the dark of -th e night the s.out h-: 
8111 c rray . its ammuniti.Dn ne-a r Ly 
exhau:3tec;., re tre a t.e d toward VBn 
Buren. The next mo rn I 118 b c a u : 
tiuus ~kirlnish line of Unlcln 
infantry crest!~d the riJge, 
rifles Clt reany, only to fLrrd. it 
deserted. Th8 Battle of Pr e Lr- ie 
Gr o-re Wd::::, over 

Prairie Grove Battlefield Park
 
(The following information was 
provided by Robert Serio, Park 
Historian, and from ~rticles 

taken from the Prairie Grove 
Herald/ the Prs i r i e Grove Enter
prise, and Flashback) 

The Prairie Grove B"ttle
field Park was formed in 1908 

whe i. the local chapter of the 
Uni ted D3.ugh ters of the CUll fed
eracy purchased nine acres of 
land which wa:3 thr:::- c;elJgraphic 
c e n t e r of 't h e Ba t t.I.e of Pra i r-Le 
Grove. T11e g r ou uce were used for 
many years as a me e t.Lng place 
for Confederate Veterans and 
their wives who were commernor
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ating the anniversary of the 
Civil War Battle of Prairie 
Grove, fought December 7. 1862, 
The Memorial Park was maintained 
by the UDC for almost 50 years. 

Ed ;'ilh, Battlefield Park Superintendent 
(Park Ptioto , 

In 1911 Senator Dill spon
e.o r e d a bill whLch pas:;::;ed the 
Arkansas St-?na t.e I aski ng for 
$10, 000 f or the b8nef 1 t of the 
Memor ial Park wh t c.h encompassed 
the Battlefield at Prairie 
Grove. The appropridtiQI1, asked 
fur by the UDC, was to assist in 
beautifying the grounds so that 
the Park could be made a fitting 
memorial to the cause to which 
it was dedicated. 

In 1925 work on the Memorial 
Gateway and entrance was started 
with Wade Cheatham of Lincoln in 
,..:::harge. Other improvements made 
at. this time included 
construction of a band-stand, a 
gravel driveway through the 
Fal-k l and other minor changes. 

By 1924 the I Deal chapter of 
Uni ted Confederate Veterans was 
di abanded because they were so 
few in number. The great Depres
e.t o n of the 1930s followed and 
close on its heels came \florId 
War I], There wae little time 
and less money. Battlefield Park 
fell into a state of disrepair, 
and with so many people dis
placed by the depression and the 

w~r, the ~nnu~l reunion was c~n
celled for a few years. 

In 1932 the Park was enclosed 
with a chain-link fence. Park 
facili ties for many years 
included only a band/speaker's 
stand, five artillery pieces, a 
fountain built with funds raised 
by Children of the Confederacy, 
and a tablet marking the spot 
where General Hindman estab
lished his headquarters December 
7, 1862. 

III 1953 the Prairie Grove 
Lions Club adopted Battlefield 
Park as a club project, and 
under the leadership of Dr. Fred 
McCuistion became actively1 

t n t e r-es.t.e d in its development. 
As the Lions became i nvol ved a 
serles of work-nights were held 
tel I:lean up and beautify the 
Park a r e e . The Lions Club in
stalled the concrete picnic 
tables a ud benches as well as 
the playground equipment at the 
PeU k , They raised the money 
throush the sale of barbecued 
chicken dinners at the Clothes
line Fairs and Reunions, 

In 1957 the stone chimney at 

,!im"ie SI/Iith vi tt: ivo 0; his «reekers 
removing stumps at BaUlefield Park vnen is
provenent and development of the Park .as 
started in 1.953, Others tros left to right: 
;mith, Edward Broyles, Oelford Rleff, Bob Hen
ry, Clyde Ross and 6eorge lIisweII, 

(SI/Iith Phol,') 
Rhea's Mill was taken down 
stone-by-stone, each stone 
marked, and was moved to the 
Battlefield Park and rebuilt to 
its origi nal form. Virgi I Couch 
was in charge of this project. 
The mill at Rhea was operated by 

55 



the Federal Array before and 
after the Battle of Prairie 
Grove. General Blunt's supply 

train was at Rhea during the 
battle, under guard of General 
Frederick Solomon's troops. 

The chimney is 55' high and 
weighs 200,000 pounds. It is 8' 
square at the base and x 4'4 1 

at the top. It contains 700 
stones. The chimney was taken 
dOWJ:l at Rbea (about eight miles 
West of Prairie Grove), each 
stone was marked, and it was re
built at the Park as a Memorial 
to the men who fought on this 
field December 7, 1862. Virgil 
Couch was in clldrge of the work. 
The c.h Lnme y was gi ve n to the 
Bo t t Le f t e Ld Park by Mr. and Mrs. 
G. C. Mennick and stands as a 
Monument to the Battle of 
Prairie Grove. 

Baltlefield Park Entrance 
(Park Photo) 

In 1958 "Vineyard Village"-
the house, be r u and well h ou e.e-o
was given to the Park by F. F. 
Latta, ;:;rctndSoll of the pi oneer 
bu i Lde r-: and removed to the 
Pe r-k . This two-story log hOU5~ 

dnd outbuildings were erected by 
John Latta about 18'J4 on Ev a n e.>
ville r:reek, about twelve rm Les 
Suutlleast of Evansville. The 
Lat to. set t 1 ement was ca I Le d 
Vi neyard, from the "Lord's 
Vi neyard. " 

Vi neyard we e the first post 
office in Washington County 
(1829). John Latta was post
master from 1835 to 1838 and 
conducted the office in his 
home, It was also a stop on the 
early stage route from Fayette
ville and Cane Hill to Van 

Buren. The house figured in many 
stirring events of pioneer days 
on the Indian border. 

Lilttil House--m"Ved (r,1M VJne,vilrd Village near 
Evansville /<1 Bilttlefield Pilrk. (Pal'k PI",t,,; 

The Latta House W<3.'=:, reLu t J t 
10,::;-by-l()8' ill the Pe r k , f ac t ng 
Hlghway 62, a nd c.o n r o t ne. fUI n-
ishirlgs typicdl of th~ I~ivil W~r 

period, 
The Lot t d FbI u hcs be e n 

equipped wi th a ki t c.hc r. a nd 
dinlllg/meetir18 room, It ft3S 

sel-v~d ct~~ a meeting p l oce f o r 
tl18 F'r a i r Le Gr ov e Lf on s. CLub for 
Cl numbe-r- of ye3r-~~. 11- is a Leo 
t.he :3ettins for Jll8.ny fa.mily 
go.ther iug::3 and o t he : .ne e t i ngs, 

TIII~ ho me- of John Morrow, 10-
cated on Cove Creek, nine raiLee 
suuth 01 Prairie Grove, vJas 
moved to Bctt Le f t e Ld Pe r k in 
1957. Thi~ ante-bellum home, 
once the ~how pI nee 1:)£ Cove 
Creek vall Pj! W.:tt3 mcive d II nd e' 
the direction of professional 
architects and as fbT dS 

lJossi ble, t.he or-Lg aua l t-i mt.e r s, , 

woodwurk, (lr~ssed stone.;, and 
foundation, we r e pree.e r ved . 

This house is h j e.t.or- i c.e lly 
important. On the night be f ore 
the B3ttle Qf Pr~ir1.e Grov~, 

C'on f e oe r a t e G~neral T. C. Hil)d 

ma n met with tlJe divistun a r«! 
brigade commanders in this hov::.,-, 
and. made final plans for t hc 
Bbtlle uf Prairie GrcJve. The 
army left the Morrow farm for 
Prairie Grove at four o'clock 011 

the morning of December 7, 1862. 
The Morrow HOLJ~.e e Ls.o shel

tered Confederate General Pr ice 
ill February 1862 as his army was 
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enroute to the Battle of Pea 
Ridge. 

The circular stone wall that 
encloses the Battle Monument 
(the old Rhea Chimney) i.5 bu i 1 t 

crovo at 1.9/0 Reunion at BattlefIeld Park. 
t Park Photo) 

of stones fl-om historical struc
t n r-e-s of 'JaShl.Ilg+Jon County. Some 
40 c o mrnu u Ll.Le ss ale r-e pr es.e n t.e d , 
inclllJing the pioneer settle
ments of Cane Hill, Cincinnati. 
Vi ney Grove, Rhe3.' s Mi 11, Mt. 
Comfort, Springdale, Elkins, 
Farmington, Fayetteville) and 
others. The stones are from 
early schools, c.hu r c ho-s , mills, 
post offices, colleges. stage
coach stations, and pioneer 
h omes.. They include bu t Ld i ng 
es t.o nee from old Co ne Hill Col
)e8~' Oz a r k Institu-te, Salem 
Campground, Ada and Sweet- Home 
F'0'3t Off 1,::e'3, the Uni versi ty of 
Arkdll'o;as, and many others, The 
wall is truly "History in 
Stones." 

Cnmpl e t e d in J 9(,0 as part of 
the h Lss-t orLc- Park, were the Gar
rostt Schoolhouse with hand-hewn 
logs and original seats. This 
school was originally located 
e pprox t raa t e Ly 16 mile'" -sou t h of 
Prairie Grove. The building was 
erected by community labor 
around 1891, The teacher's desk 
was made by Jeff Cantrell in 
1921, \>/ill Clines and Riley X. 
QUinton constructed the brick 
chimney, 

The Village church (near the 
school), over 100 years old, has 
a belltower and original 
benches. The country store has a 
side room, counters, showcases 
and the customary pot-bellied 

stove. A molasses mill is on the 
front porch. Other buildings in
clude a blacksmith shop and a 
108 dog-trot house. 

On May 31, 19155, the Hindman 
Hall Museum was dedicated. Dr. 
Ralph Jones of the University of 
Arkansas made the dedication 
address. The museum was made 
possible through a bequest by 
Bisco Hindma.n, son of Genel-al 
Thomas C. Hindman, who commanded 
the Confederate forces during 
the Battle of Prairie Grove, The 
beautiful building stands just 
West of the entrance gate to the 
Park. It houses ~ll types of 
b.s t.t Le reli,::;s, guns, pictures, 
cannon balls, Minnie balls, Maps 
of the Ba t t Le . a d t ora rae of the 
battle, etc. The offices of the 
Park Management are also located 
in the MW3eum, 

In 1971 the Battlefield 
Memorial Foundation turned over 
the Prairie Grove Battlefield 
Park to the Arkansas State Park 
System, Under supervision of the 
ArkaIl~~as State Park System, many 
1 mprovement:3 have been made, 
including: blacktopping of 
driveways, a caretaker's home, 
construction of a rail fence 

Hind,,,n Hall, Baf.llefield Pari' 
(Park Proto) 

along Highway 62, and year
around maintenance of the Park. 

In 1979 the old Borden House 
and two acres of land were pur
chased from Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Grissom. The old house stood in 
the line of Battle and is men
tioned in officers' reports of 
the Battle. A1thouSh the house 
is believed to have been 
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constructed two years after the 
Battle, a house was located on 
the site and was referred to as 
"the house on the hi 11," It is 
believed that some of the 
materials in the Borden house 
may have been from the structure 
built before the Civil War. The 
outside of the house has been 
completely restored. 

In 1980 Bill Ramsey. State 
Representative for this dis
trict, asked for $200,000 from 
tllis special session of the 
General Assembly to purchase 74 
acres of land East and North of 
the Battlefield Park. When this 
appropria"tion was approved and 
the land purchased, it almost 
doubled the oi ze of the Prairie 
Grove Ba t t.Le f i e Ld Park. A nice 
h o.me was included in the trans
action and is used by the Park 
Historian. 

J.ti 

Prairie 6r,'ve Batlie Reenactment, Octobn 25
26, 1980, 

REENACTMENT OF BATTLE OF 
PRAIRIE GROVE IS ANNUAL EVENT 

Reenactments of the Battle of 
Prairie Grove are held each year 
at the Prairie Grove Battlefield 
Park. The demonstrations are 
gi ven under the auspices of the 
State Park SerVices, and are 
supervised by Robert Serio, Park 
Historian. 

Men from "Un t o n Rifles," 
"24th Missouri Civil War Re
Enactors Association," and other 
uni ts meet at the Prairie Grove 
Battlefield Park to drill, camp. 

and re-live the life of the 
Civil War era. The Union Rifles 
participate as both North and 
South p~rsonnQl. depending on 
which side soldiers are needed. 
Costumes can either be purchased 
or made. 

At the weekend encampments, 
the soldiers and their families 
set up tents, cook and eat as 
was the custom of the Civil War 
era. 

Many visitors come to the 
Park during the encampment to 
witness life as it was lived at 
that time and to see how the 
Battle of Prairie Grove was 
fought. 

TH! BLlI! ~NO TH! SR~ r 

The Blue and the Gray, an 
eight-hour mini-series filmed by 
Columbia Pictures and aired by 
CBS in the fall of 1982, con
tained scene:3 ftlmed at Prairie 
Grove Battlefield Park and other 
locations in and around Prairie 
Grove. 

The $15 million Civil War 
epic was based on a book by 
Bruce Cotton and starring such 
well-known actors as Stacy 
Keach, Rip Torn, David Doyle, 
Warren Oats, Geraldine Page, 
Paul Winfield, Sterling Hayden, 
Diane Baker and Gregory Peck. 
About 150 speaking parts were 
cast locally and 4,000 extras 
were used, many of these from 
Prairi.e Grove, 

In addition to the excitement 
of a movie being made in Prairie 
Grove, it meant much to the 
economy of the area. Columbia 
Pictures spent $55,000 a day 
whi lei n Arkansas. Thi s was the 
largest mini-series eVer made by 
Columbia Pictures, and prov~d to 
be a successful television 
movie. 

****** 
The new motor car, 'Ilhe 

.3 rea t es t 1 rnproveme n t 1- n r ~ d i. TW 

comfort since the introductio~ 
of pneumatic tires,'l It!? 

IOverland from (=.. A. McCormi ck 
Motor Co. Roadster, $845: coupe, 
$1325i Sedan, $13'15. <He r a l d, 
11-6-1919) 
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OLD TIllE REUNION OF CONFEOER~TE VETER~NS 

Fronl 1'0', lefl to rigl>l: ~, Oi",,,", ~lberl 

Strickler, C, II, IfcCleJJdn, Jotu: sccietun, 
L, B, ROddy, IIi11idm CdSS, GeNge II, Nixon, 
Jdmes C, en», PresI,," Pdtterson, unidenlified, 

IIIVES ~NO RELMIVES OF CONFEOER~TE VETER~NS 

Fronl 1'0', left 10 rigl>l: srs, Ifuk tsk», uni
dentified, Ifrs, Lrdd Predll., sr«, Ifdrguel If,'ck, 
sr«, H, P, Green, sr», Jul id Crdoford, unident i
t ied, sr», /fur leJJner, sr«, Iflupin,'Ir" ie 

B, ~, CuI, II, E, PitlRldn snd Roberl 0, Hentut), 
Buk roo; IIlllidm N, Se,'II, unidentified, G, II, 
(Dick) sorro«, unidentified, H, P, Green, (lil
lid" ~llen, ~, ~llen, II, R, IIdlldce, B, C, Cdmp
beJJ, Rooer t II, Porks dnd JdRleS sorvocd, 

Cnerrr Scott, But roo: sr», SUSIe Hdnndn, nr», 
CrnlMd Brddsfld., sr«. /dne Hdnndn, Ifiss Belser 
T, CdmpbeJJ, srs, ~mdndd Ifulu, nr«, Jul ie Pre
dll, sr«, Tennie PUks, sr«, Ifollie MIen, srs, 
JUdn BeJJ, sn, IflUr 51lples, /frs, ~'ill ie Ifi,·r

sr«, Roberld Ifdgruder, Ifiss Ifur CdMpbeJJ, nr«, on, Ifrs, strtctIer dnd nr«, sstn, 
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Jim Parks Shelter 

and Wagon 

Log Chur-ch 
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Banks
 
By D. E. Rieff, Cba i r mo n of the 
Board, Farmers and Xerchants 
Bank 

At one time Prairie Grove had 
three banks operating at the 
same time--August, 1912 until 
August, 1914. 

The first bank organized here 
was the Bank of Prairie Grove in 

Prairie Grove Bank BuildIng,	 built /90/ 
(Holme. Ph%) 

1901. Officers were: J. S. Ed
miston, president; E. C. Carl, 
vice-president; and 'W. G. Col
lier. cashier and secretary. 
Other stockholders were: J. E. 
Franklin, I. H. Ford, R. L. 
McCoy, F. H. Carl, C. L. Cum
mings, G. W, Nixon, J. H. Brew
ster, D. N. McCormick, Dr. E. G. 
McCormick, J. P. Edmiston, G. O. 
D. Moore, Jonathan Wilkinson, 
'W.	 'W. Moore, Fannie 'Woody, J. B. 
Pearsan, J. T. Carl, W. T. 
McCormick, L. C. McCormick, 
'W. H. Simpson, 'W. D. Moore, 
'W. R. 'Wallace, Van 'W. Carl, 
D.	 N. Edmiston and J, H. Marlar. 

The Bank of Prairie Grove 
opened for business in a frame 
building where the Southern Mer
cantile is now located. Later it 
was moved to the present site of 
Neal's Dry Goods. It continued 
in that location until 1905 when 
it was sold to the newly organ
ized First National Bank which 
occupied the same bUilding until 
it was destroyed by fire in 
1914. 

The second bank organized was 
The Home Bank, founded in 
August, 1904 and located at the 
present s1 te of the Pra! rie 
Grove Telephone Company ware
house which is located immed
iately north of the present 
Farmers and Merchants Bank 
building. The name of The Home 
Bank was Changed to Farmers 
State Bank in 1913. It operated 
under this name until January 1, 
1929. 

In December, 1905 the third 
bank was organized under the 
title of the First National 
Bank. Officers were: J. H. 
Marlar, president; E. C. Carl, 
vice-president; T. L. Hart, 
cashier and secretary; and VI. R. 
Pearson, assistant cashier. 
Other stockholders were: 'W. H. 
Simpson, D. N. McCormick, J. B. 
Pearson, J. S. Edmiston and 
J.	 P. Harris. 

The fourth bank in Prairie 
Grove was the Citizens Bank, 
organized in August 1912. 
Officers were: 'W. H. Mock, pres
ident; W. W. Carl, Vice-presi
dent; and M. M. (Mel) Collier, 
cashier and secretary. 

Other stockholders were: 
E. C. Carl, S. R. 'Wilson, Oscar 
Dearing, J. H. Zellner, D. N. 
McCormick, James C. Parks. F. H. 
Carl, L. C. McCormick, Oliv~r 

Phillips, 'W. R. Dodson, May Han
nah, 'W. J. Maddox, L. L. Baggett 
and R. O. Hannah. 

This bank built a new build
ing at 116 East Buchanan Street. 
After operating there two years, 
it	 was purchased by the stock
holders of the First National 
Bank, at which time the First 
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National Bank moved to the new 
bu i ldi ng where it continued in 
business until consolidated with 
the Farmers State Bank in Janu
ary 1, 1929 when the name was 
changed to the Farmers and Mer
chants Bank. 

LL'L'king fast on Buchanan Street tro» soc« 
street, 141pl1a Terpening PI1"t".I 

The Citizens Bank name was 
engraved in a cement slab near 
the top and across the front of 
the bUilding. After the First 
National purchased the bu t Ld i ng 
and moved into it, they had 
their own name painted on a 
metal sign and attached to the 
bu t Ld i ng , covering up the Citi'~ 

zens Bank name, After "this 
bUilding was not used for a bank 
it was sold and occupied by 
Clark's Jewelry for a number of 
years. Mr. Clark took the metal 
sign down, and to the surprise 
of many people, they discovered 
the name of the Citizens Bank 
engraved in the cement. This 
bUilding was used for a Post 
Office for a number of years, 
and later as a flower shop. The 
bUilding is owned by Charles 
Knowles and the name of the Cit 
izens Bank is still visible. 

The Farmers and Merchants 
Bank was robbed April 1, 1932, 
by three men from Crawford 
County. Two of them came in the 
bank and the third stayed in the 
car. They had parked at the side 
of the bank. Ky Courtney and 
Earl Long were the ones who 
entered the bank; Albert Howell 
was the one staying in the car. 
The bank had three employees in 
1932; Gilbert Shafer, cashier; 
D. E. Rieff. assistant cashier; 
and Jimmie Bell Geiger (now 

Delap), secretary and book
keeper. Both Shafer and Ms. 
Geiger had gone to lunch. There 
W1IS 11 cust.oner , Mr, J;le",ty, in 
the bank when the robbers came 
and another customer, George 
Mobley, came in during the rob
bery. The robbers took $4,168.35 
before Le av i ng the bank, and 
went south by way of Hogeye, 
Onda, Zinnamon and 56 school 
house, They abandoned the car in 
Crawford County. Howell was ar
rested several days after the 
robbery and put in the Washing
ton County Jail where he stayed 
until convicted later in the 
year, Long was arrested in Okla
homa and brought to Fayetteville 
where he was also confined to 
the Washington County Jail. They 
both pleaded guilty. Howell was 
sentenced to a 7-year term and 
Long to a 15-year term. Later 
Courtney was captured near Fig
ure Five in Crawford County. 
During the exchange of fire with 
the officers making the arrest, 
he was hit in his right knee by 
one buckshot, after which he 
surrendered. The officers had 
n ie brother wi th them when they 

Interior at one ot tne early banks in 
Prairie Breve, f'fan al sindo« is DICk cot Iter, 

(W, Ihouoson Pboio) 

made the arrest. They immediate
ly started to the hospi tal in 
Van Buren and he died enroute. 
The doctor at the hospital said 
he died from shock. 

From a small beginning, great 
achievements have been made by 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank 
to the present time. Through six 
booms, five panics, fifteen 
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presidential administrations, 
two world wars--over an 84-year 
span which included good times 
and bad, the bank has experi
enced continuous operation. Dur
ing the early thirties when many 
banks were failing and able to 

First National Bank 
(Terpening Ph"t.,,) 

pay deposi tors only a few cents 
on the dollar, the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank remained stable 
and no loss was sustai ned by a 
depositor. 

When the bank observed its 
50th Anniversary in August, 
1954, total assets were 
$1,602,105.35. The Board of nr
rector:s consisted of VI. H, Bar
tholomew, Dr. W. H. Mock, J. C. 
Parks, W. E. N. Phillips and 
D. E. Rieff. 

In the fall of 1959 the size 
of the bank building was doubled 
and employees were: D. E. Rieff, 
president; VI. H, Thompson, cash
ier; Lorene Jones. secretary and 
assistant cashier; Mildred 
Broyles and Lavone Phillips, 
assistant cashiers; and Betty 
Beeks, bookkeeper and teller. 
Directors were Argil Bartholo
mew, Dr. W. H. Mock, Barry 
Parks, D. E. Rieff and Dr. Frank 
Riggall . 

In 1974 an additional 10,800 
square feet of floor space was 
included in the bank, bringing 
the total to 18,000 square feet. 
Two drive-up windows were added 
at this time. 

A new branch bank constructed 
at Farmington to better serve 
the people in that area was 
opened in December 1977. This 
branch has four drive-up 
windows. 

In 1988 as this history is 
being prepared officials and em
ployees of the Farmers and Mer
chants Bank include: Directors, 
James C. Rieff, D. E. Rieff, 
W. H. Thompson, Barry H. Parks, 
Jim Herrin, Billy Joe Bartholo
mew and Argil Bartholomew. 

Officers are: James C. Rieff, 
presi dent; W. H. Thompson, ex
ecutive vice president; Ted 
Doke, vice president/cashier; 
Rick Burden, vice-president/ 
security; Judith Carter, as
sistant vice president/secre
tary; Lavonne Hall and Pat Hol
loway, assistant vice presi
dents; Pat Hand. "Wylene Layman, 
Wanda Loman, and Katie More, as
sistant cashiers; and Pat More
lock, assistant cashier/data 
processing. 

Employees include: Sylvia 
Bentley, general bookkeeper; 

Farmers and Herchants BanI 

Greig Caswell, Patsy Davis,
 
Paula Ditmars, and Suzie Skel

ton, bookkeepers; Carolyn Boyle, 
Gerri Kilpatrick, Nova Phillips, 
Barbara S. Reed, Sandra White
house, tellers; Tommi Feather
ston and Lorinda Schader, tel 
lers. Farmington Branchi Carol 
Acker, Lucille Dyer and Delores
 
Wallace, tellers-part time;
 
Leslie G. Reed, loan secretary; 
Sue Shuler, proof operator/book
keeper; Jenny Stinchcomb, 
secretary to President/loan 
secretary; Nora Taylor, proof 
operator/teller, Farmington 
Branch, and Guy Sparko, main
tenance. 

63
 



Doctors and Hospitals
 
THE "EOICAL HISTORY OF PRAIRIE GROVE 

By Susan Parks 

Over 100 years ago, the first 
medical doctor arrived in the 
small community of Prairie Grove 
Valley. Since then, many doctors 
have practiced in the town, in
cluding surgeons, dentists, op
tometrists, and veterinarians. 
At one time during the mid
twentieth century, Prairie 
Grove's residents could choose 
their medical treatments from 
one of two hospitals. This ar
ticle is by no means a biography 
of each doctor. It is rather a 
brief overview of those who have 
worked or are working in Prairie 
Grove. 

One of the first medical dDC
tors in Washington County was 
Dr. Samuel E. RDgers, who set up 
his residence and Dffice about a 
half mile south of Prairie Grove 
during the Civil War. Dr. 
Rogers, a physician and surgeon, 
continued his practice in this 
area until sometime after 1885.' 

During the 1870' 51 another 
physician set up his office in 
Prairie Grove. An advertisement 
from the Fayetteyjlle Democrat 
advised readers with "Surgical 
and Chronic Diseases" to visit 
University of Pennsylvania grad
uate C. G. Garrison, M,D" at 
the Prairie Grove Infirmary.·~ 

HDw long Dr. Garrison stayed in 
this area or the 10catiDn Df the 
Infirmary are unknown. 

In 1884, Dr. E. G. McCDrmick 
and his wife moved to Prairie 
Grove from Lee's Creek, Arkan
sas. At this time, Dr. McCor
mick's practice covered an area 
of apprDximately thirty miles. 
On excursions into Indian Terri
tory he rode "Old Dick," an 
Indian pony. And, like his o t he r 
colleagues of the era, Dr. 
McCormick performed surgery at 
his patient's house. Dr. McCor
mick worked in Prairie Grove 
until his death in 1938. 

By 1885, Prairie Grove had 
g r own t o a town of about 200 

residents. Another physician, 
Dr. J. Nant.z, was also pract.ic
ing in Prairie Grove, which 
raised the total number of medi
cal doctors in the tDwn tD five. 
In 1888, Prairie GrDve had 
gained one more surgeon, Dr. 
W. W. Mahan, who helped Dr. 
McCormick incorporate the town 
of Prairie GrDve by wri ti ng a 
peti tion on a piece o f no t e book 

Or. Thomas II. Blackburn of Cane HUl, 01'. 
!al/es Henry Bre.sler, and Or. E. 6. flcCO/·R/ick. 

(C,'pled frol/ (I of ~ UbriJl'yi 

paper and sending it to the 
county judge. 

There was a I so a n a bu nda nce 
of doctors in between the years 
1906 and 1912. A1Dng with Dr. 
McCormick, others operating in 
these years were Dr. James Pi tt
man, a physician who worked from 
his home in t own , Dr. James H. 
Brewster, another physician who 
practiced in Prairie Grove about 
1892, and two dentists, Dr. 
Charles Moore and Dr. James W. 
Webb. "' 

Dr. William H. MDCk was 
another physician and surgeon 
WhD established an office in 
Prairie Grove during these 
years. An 1894 graduate of Van
derbilt Medical SChD01, Dr. Mock 
began his medical wDrk in 
Prairie Grove after his gradua
tion. ln the early years of Dr. 
Mock's practice, he would call 
Dn his patients by horseback, 
picking up sticks and boards 
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along the way to make splints. 
The first major operation he 
performed was in a dining room 
with a patient lying on a table. 
Dr. Mock boiled his surgical 
instruments ina pan and placed 
the dressings in an oven to 
sterilize. 

Sometime in the 1940' s, Dr. 
Mock opened the Mock Clinic, a 
thirty-bed hospital on main 
street. Dr. Mock l s associate at 
the Clinic was Dr. Jeff Baggett. 
After Dr. Mock's death in 1971, 
Dr. Baggett continued working at 
Mock Clinic until his retirement 
in the 1970's. Dr. Johnny Adkins 
currently practices in the same 
building where the Clinic was 
located. 

The Mock Cl i ni c was one of 
two hospitals in Prairie Grove 
during the 1940's. Dr. Frank 
Riggall, a co-founder of the 
Elizabeth Hospital, came to 
Prai rie Grove from Kansas Ci ty 
in 1924. The young surgeon had 
just returned to America after 
studying in Europe. Dr. Riggall 
and his brother, Dr. Ceci 1 
Riggall, located their office in 
the Farmers State Bank (now the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank), and 
maintained a hospital in a resi
dence on Mock Street.& 

In 1937, Drs. Riggall and 
Riggall announced plans to build 
a hospital and office building 

«' 

Elizabeth Hospital, High.ay 62 fast 
rR. Riggall Photo) 

on Highway 62 across from the 
Battlefield Park. 7 The Elizabeth 
Hospi tal, named after the Rig
galls' mother, opened on 
December 19, 1937. On that day, 

the Riggalls also unvei led the 
nursery's nameplate, which had 
Dr. McCormick's name on it since 
he was .. one of the oldest prac
tising (sic) physicians in the 
county and one who has brought 
(many) babies into the 
world .. IIC: 

Dr. Cecil Riggall and his 
wife left Prairie Grove for the 
state of Washington in 1952. By 
this time, the Elizabeth Hos
pital had several other doctors, 
including Dr. Frank Riggall's 
son, Ronald, Dr. Doug Manning, 
Dr. Frank Porter, and Dr. James 
Skel ton, worked at the Hospi tal 
from 1939-1948.& One year later, 
the Hospital had a total of six 
doctors and s1 xteen nurses and 
office staff. ", 

After Dr. Riggall' s death in 
1965, the Elizabeth Hospital re
mained open one more year, In 
its brief history, the small 
twenty-fi ve bed hospital admi t
ted well over 23,000 patients. 
One of Dr. Riggall's associates, 
Dr. Manning, has his own office 
in Prairie Grove. 

Dentistry came to the newly 
incorporated town at the begin
ning of the twentieth century. 
Dr. Charles Moore practiced in 
Prairie Grove during 1906 and 
six years later was still in 
town, this time with competition 
by another dentist, Dr. James W. 
Webb. Dr. Webb remained in 
practice until the 1930's. Some
time after Webb's departure, Dr. 
Lyman Thompson settled in 
Prairie Grove and served as the 
town's only dentist until World 
War II. In 1950, Kansas City 
Dental College graduate Calvin 
Bain returned to his hometown 
and opened an office above the 
Farmers and Merchants bank. Dr. 
BOlin retired in 1987, and his 
sons, Drs, John and Andrew Bain, 
continue the family operation. ,~ 

Prairie Grove's first optom
etrist arrived in July 1950 when 
Dr. T. B. Ward set up his office 
on main street. A year later he 
moved his lens grinding plant 
from Fayettevi Ll e , marki ng 
Prairie Grove as the only town 
in Northwest Arkansas with this 
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type of equipment. Dr. Ward 
practiced optometry about ten 
years. 1 ~:' 

The town of Prairie Grove has 
had at least two veteri narians 
during the twentieth century. 
The first, Prairie Grove native 
Dr. Willard Brooks, graduated 
from Texas A&M in 1939 with a 

Dr, J. H. Bre.stn in his frairie Grove 
office in the early 1.900s. 

IBre.sln Photo) 
degree in veterinary science. 
Dr. Brooks was the town's veter
1 narian for a year, then accep
ted a job as District Veterinar
ian for the Uni ted States De
partment of Agriculture. Prairie 
Grove's current veterinarian, 
Dr. Pat Durham, graduated from 
Oklahome Sta te Uni versi t yin 
June 1965 and set up his own 
office two months later. 

For a small town, Prairie 
Grove has a lengthy history of 
doctors who have practiced or 
are still practicing in the 
area. Many of the doctors were 
active, not only in their medi

cal work., but e l s o in community 
services. However, these indi
viduals will be remembered pri
marily as fine doctors who cared 
for Prairie Grove's citizens, 
their pets and livestock. 
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ELIZABETH HOSPITAL 1938-1966 

Elizabeth HDspit$al Dpened in 
1938 t o prov t de both inpatient 
and Dutpatient care, The 
Driginal medical staff members 
were Drs, Frank and Cecil Rig-

First Hosp: tst of Drs, RiggdlJ & Riggdl I, 
Present home of sr«, O,'lph HelM, North !'lock 
Street, (R, Riggdll Photo) 

gall. In 1952 Dr, Cecil Riggall 
left the staff, Later his share 
Df the hDspital was purchased by 
Dr, R, D. Manning, FollDwing the 
death of Dr, Frank Riggall in 
1965 Dr, Manning became the sDle 
owner Df the institution, 

Many young doc t or-s , mainly 
Canadian, trained at Elizabeth 
HDspital, ThDse later gDing intD 
practice in Dther states include 
Dr, R. C, Emmo t t; (Oklahoma), Dr, 
B, F, Green (Oklahoma), Dr, 
Frank Veroni (Ohio), Dr, Kenneth 
Porter (Michigan), Dr, Jerry 
Duck (Mississippi), and Dr, 
E, R, Riggall (California), Dr, 
D, Ross Dougall has a practice 
in London, England, Others who 
went back tD Canada to practice 
include Dr, MasDn Sharp, Dr, 
G, K, Trotter, Dr, George Wilms, 
Dr, Stewart Burns, Dr, Keith 
Johnston, and Dr, Bob Harwood, 

The almost 30,000 inpatients 
of Elizabeth Hospital were drawn 

mainly from northwestern Arkan
sas, northeastern Okl ahoma, and 
sDuthwestern Missouri. However, 
the patients admitted during one 
calendar year came from 17 di f
ferent states and two Canadian 
prOVinces. 

Home of Or, dnd !'Irs, Cecil Riggdll on k.te 
~mith, dlso used dS doctors' office, 

(R, Riggdll Fhoto) 
The nursing, laboratory, 

housekeeping and cooking staff 
numbered up to 26 employees. At 
one time Elizabeth Hospital had 
the second largest payroll in 
Prair ie Grove. One of the many 
small hospital casualties of the 
coming of Medicare, Elizabeth 
Hospital closed in 1966, 

DR, E, G, McCORMICK 

(Goodspeed History, 1889) 

Dr, Ephraim Graeme McCormick 
was barn in Augusta County, Vir
ginia, February 10, 1855, and 
carne to Arkansas with his par
ents, the late Mr, and Mrs. 
.Lames Wilham McCormick, in 1875, 
For about a year he was located 
at Carlisle, Arkansas. He taught 
school and was aSGoc1a ted wi th 
the famous writer, Opie Reed, in 
newspaper work. 

Dr. McCormick was a graduate 
of the Missouri Medical College 
at St. Lou t e , Missouri, in 11'81 
and from that time was actively 
engaged in his profession. In 
1887 he moved to Evansville and 
later the same year came to 
Prairie Grove. 

For many years he was Widely 
and favorably known because of 
his community spirit. Dr, McCor
mick W~5 a promoter of better 
roads in Northwest Arkansas. 
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Dr, E, 6, secor»:ck 
(,I<,y Webb Library Photo! 

Many of the highways now in 
existence follow c ou r s.ee ori8i
nally establl''Ohed by Dr. McCor
m.l c k . He was a charter member of 
Occidental Lodg e No. 436, F & 
A M, having been the first 
Senior War den of this body when 
it was organized March 20, 1886. 

In the 1R80.s Dr. }lcCormick 
foresaw the agricultule develop
ment of this region, organized 
a ncl became pre::::,i dent o f the 
Prairie Grove Canning and Evap
orating Company, the town's 
first e n t e r p r Lese of this kind. 
In 1885, with Joseph Garrison, 
he founded the Prairie Grove 
Newsj he WaS instrumental in the 
organization of the first high 
school. 

Dr, McCormick was one of the 
founders of the First Presbyter
ian Church and served as an 
elder for many years. He was a 
member of the County and State 
Medical Societies and of the 
American Medical Association, 

The local telephone exchange, 
the first in the State of Arkan
sas, was founded by Dr. McCor' 

,"l,·k. He formed many friend'; 
throughout a wide area in the 
practice of his profession. He 
had the r e pu ta t i o r. of r-s-e.po nd i ng 
to a n y call rrowe ve r- d La tant , 
r~gardless of the weather Or the 
patient's inabi 1 i ty to pay t o i 
h Ie service. 

Dr, McCor rui c k was rner r L8d_ t. D 

Mi~~s Mamie Gillitlln CJn Fp.bru,!'l.ry 
10. 1864, To thi:~ union were 
born tble~ children. Gr o ve r- , 
Arthur) ,:l.nd Myrtle (Mrs. r: m 
Pa r-kes i . 

Dr McCormick Ijied in 1 9~2 

.snd Mr <:;_. Nc.Ccir mi c k d i e d ill 1950. 
Bo t I, were lJUI led 1.1'1 t.L e Pr.31 r Ie 
Glove Cemvi>...!ry. 

EXCERPTS FROM DR. MOCK'S 
AUTOS IOGRAPHY WR ITTEN IN 1971 

<Prairie Grove Eu terpr i tse , 
July 22 1 1971) 

Dr. 'Wi II Hugh Mock was bor n 
July 24, 1874, 1-1/4 miles South 
of Prairie Grove, in an old
fashioned tbree-story colonial 
home, wi th be au ti f u l hand-car ved 
stairway reachin8 from the first 
tu tbird floor. Lt. was k n own as 
Locu:::::,t Dell dud WdS located on 0

lOOO-dcre farm on the main r o a d 
leading from the North through 
thEe Valley, South to Van Buren 
and Fort Smith (The Walter 
Glenn home on the Center Point 
Road now stands where the Mack 
home was located.) 

His father, John Mack, was 
barn nectr Knoxville, Tenn. on 
his father' s plantation border-
ing on Pigeon Ri ve r . His mather 
wae Margaret Elizabeth Rogers, 

Dr. Mack attended one term of 
school in a log building with a 
puncheon floor e nd home--made 
seats. He took arlother lang term 
in another school that gave no 
ve ca t t onc , never closed its 
doors, and kept open session. It 
issued no diplomas nor conferred 
any academi c degrees. It had nLJ 
established curriculum, You 
pldIlned your Own course, and the 
benefit you derived from it de
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pended upon how much you con
tributed, This was the school of 
experience, 

Dr, Mock graduated from 
Vanderbilt Medical School in 
1894 and began practicing medi
cine on horseback in his local 
community. He would ride through 
the ve l Le y and sometimes out 
into the distant hills to lonely 
cabins where he would encounter 
difficult situations. 

Dr. Mock, in the early '20s, 
operated a 30-bed hospital in 
Pr airie Grove where he treated 
all types of disease, Ln j u r Le-s. 
a nd performed all types of sur
gery, The building and operating 
I-oom were ll~ated with old
f a esh i o rre d wood stoves, He had 
water brougllt in where needed 
wi th pressure from a Myers pump 
from an old-fashioned dug well. 
Three doctors and a d e n t i e t. 
worked in the clinic and 
hoe.p I t a I ctt one time. 

Dr Huck WCi':3 alway:=, inter-
e:sLed in education, He was pres
ident of the s':hool board that 
built the first important public 
ec h oo I ]\ou:::.t? in t hi s, district, 
He wo.:~ a me rnbe r of the City 
Cou no t L. ,~llairma.n of the street 
c.on.n I t tee and pr omoted many 
bl0ck:~ uf ~he first concrete 
sidewalks in t he City of Prairie 
Grove. He was instrumental in 
securing the first electric 
puwer line into the city, He was 
chairman of the Board of Commis
sioners that brought the water 
system to our city, He made it 
possible for the city to procure 
water by reason of the fact that 
he had on his park in the center 
of the city, a spring with a 
copious water supply. He donated 
the land for the underground 
storage tank, for the tower, 
water office, pumping equipment, 
for the new fire station, and 
city hall in Prairie Grove, 

He spent time and substance 
iII helping secure a sewage 
system, He also helped get 
Highway 62 through the city, 

He was chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the Methodist 
Church, and also chairman of the 
District Parsonage Board, He waS 

local and district Lay Leader of 
the church, Commissioner of the 
Methodist Children's Home in 
Little Rock, and member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Metho
dist Nursing Home in Fort Smith, 

Dr, Mock is chai rman of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank and 
Vice-President of the Board of 
two other business organiza
tions. He is a member of the 
L10ns Club and other ci v i c 
urBanizations, He is a 32nd 

Or, J, H, 8r~~stu and Or, l/iII H, soc« 

Degree Mason and has been 
advanced to the degree of KCcH, 
He is also a Shriner. He is 
often called upon to speak be
fore medical and Masonic organ
izations and church affairs. 
Even at this period of his life, 
he speaks easily in splendid 
voice and without any type of 
notes, 

In his younger days, one of 
Dr. Mock l s hobbies was fine 
horses. He has owned some hi gh 
quality standard bred horses. He 
drove beautifully matched teams 
to his buggy, Dr, Mock has wi t
nessed many changi ng scenes in 
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the panorama of life. He has 
great respect for the early pio
neer di>.Ys I but does not 1 i ve in 
the past. He says it should be 
treated with respect. 

(Dr. Mock died July 15, 1971, 
at the age of 97. His funeral 
was held July 20th in the 
Prairie Grove United Methodist 
Church with the Rev. VernDn Pay
singer, pastor; the Rev. Dewey 
Dark, former pastor; and Dr. 
Raymond L. Franks, Fayetteville 
District Superintendent, partic
ipating. Burial was in Prairie 
Gr ove Cemeter y. ) 

OR . .J, HENRY BREWSTER 

Dr, J. Henry Brewster, pio
neer physician, attended sscb oo l 
in Cane Hill, the University o f 
Arkansas, the SchDDl Df Medicine 
in Little Rock and St. LDuis, 
MissDuri, He was bDrn in 1861 
near Cove Creek, the son of 
Lafayette Brewster and Elizabeth 
Jane Simpson Brewster. 

Dr. Brewster began the 
practice of medicine at Natural 
Dam then at Wedington Gap fDr a 
time. He later moved to Prairie 
GrDVe where he practiced many 
years. He built a hDuse on North 
Mock Street, nDW occupied by his 
great-grandsDn, JDhn Henry 
Brewster and his family, and 
maintained an office in the 
north room. He also had an of
fice back of the drug stDre at 
one time, and over the bank. Dr. 
Brewster died in August 1924 and 
is buried in the Prairie GrDve 
Cemetery, 

OR, FRANK RIGGALL 

Dr. Frank Riggall was bDrn 
August 29, 1897 in Rochdale, 
England. At the age of fifteen 
he went to Canada and short ly 
after t.o the United States. He 
was a telegrapher and train dis
patcher for various railroads in 
western Canada and the western 
Uni ted States. He wor-ked on the 
test boa r d f or- the American 
Telegraph and Te Le phorie Company 
in Kansas City while attending 
the Kansas City CDllege Df Medi

cine and Surgery, from which he 
graduated in 1923. 

Shortly after graduation he 
established his practice in 

Or. FI'ank RIgg"II 
rR. RIggaII Ptioto! 

Prairie Grove, attending classes 
at the University of Arkansas as 
a part-time student. He received 
three degrees from the Uni ver
sity of Arkansas: Bachelor Df 
Arts in 1931, Master of Arts in 
1937, and Bachelor o f Laws in 
1959. 

He received honors through 
pDst-graduate work from the 
RDyal College of Surgeons Df 
England and the Royal CDllege of 
Physicians of London. He was a 
staff member o f the Washington 
General Hospital and Fayette
ville City Hospital. 

Dr. Frankl as he was affec
tionately called. and his 
brother, Dr. Cecil Riggall, were 
engaged in medical practice in 
Prairie Grove for a number of 
years be f ore building and 
DPerating the Elizabeth Hospital 
in 1937. Their Dffices were 
located in three different 
houses, and over the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank. 
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Dr. Frank served as Mayor of 
Prairie Grove from 1947 to 1959 
when he resigned to become Ci ty 
Attorney after obtaining his law 
degree from the University of 
Arkansas. 

He died Monday, November 22, 
1965, after a short illness. 
Funeral service was held at the 
United Methodist Church in 
Prairie Grove with the Rev. 
Marius Lindoff, rector of St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, Fay
etteville, officiating. Burial 
was in Prairie Grove Cemetery 
wi th Masonic graveside rites. 
Honorary pallbearers were 
members of the Prairie Grove 
City Council, the vestry of St. 
Paul' 5, board members and staff 
of the Farmers & Merchants Bank 
and the Sterling Drug. 

Mrs. Riggall and son, Rodney, 
continue to live at the f"mily 
home on West Bush Street, Prair
ie Grove. 

DR. JEFF J. BAGGETT 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

Jefferson Jay B"ggett was 
born November 24, 1906, the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Loyd L. Baggett 
of Pr"irie Grove. He g r adu a t ed 
from the Prairie Grove High 
School, then attended the Uni
versity of Arkansas where he re
ceived his B.S. and B.S.M. de
grees. He graduated from the 
Uni versi ty Medical School in 
Little Rock in 1933 with a 
Doctor of Medicine degree, and 
interned at City Hospital, 
Little Rock. 

In 1934 Dr. Baggett returned 
to Pra t r I e Grove and beg"n 
practicing in the Mock Clinic 
where he was associated with Dr. 
Will H. Mock, pioneer doctor. 

Dr. B"ggett w"s elected pres
ident of the W"shington County 
Medical Society J'anu a r y 6, 1938. 
He "Iso served "s Chief of Staff 
of City Hossp r t e l . Fayetteville, 
from 1950 to 1952. 

He was a veteran of World ~ar 

II; a member of the Prairie 
Grove M"sonic Lodge #436 "nd re
ceived " 50-ye"r membership pin. 
He is a member of the Prairie 
Grove Methodist Church, as well 

as county and state medical 
societies. 

In 1951 Dr. and Mrs. Baggett 
purchased the large colonial 
house on the corner of Mock and 
Bush Streets from the Dr. McCor
mick estate. The home was re
stored and furnished wi th 
antiques "nd f"mily heirlooms, 
making it one of Prairie Grovels 

DR. JEFF J. BAGGETT 
most outstanding homes. 

Dr. Baggett and his first 
wife, Natalie, had one daughter, 
Sandra) who has five children; 
Suzanne, Steve, Sarah Lou, 
Stewart and Sheryl, ,,11 of 
Golden, Colorado. 

Dr. Baggett and Frances Gose 
were married October 26, 1960, 
and are parents of two 
daughters: J ud1 th Kay Lytton of 
Cookson, Oklahoma; and Carol 
Whitlock Zoeller of Little Rock: 
and two gr"ndsons, Whit and Jeff 
Whitlock, of Little Rock. 

DR. R, D. NANNING 

Dr. Doug Manning and his 
bride of two weeks, Margaret 
Eilleen, arrived in Prairie 
Grove June 30th, 1952. Dr. M"n
ning came from Canad" under the 
Fu1bri5ht Exchan5e pr05ram to 
work at the Elizabeth Hospital. 
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He graduated in medicine in 1951 
and had completed a year's 
internship in Canada, while his 
wife had graduated the same year 
with an R.N. degree. 

Dr. Manning worked first as 
an intern at the Elizabeth Hos
pital then acquired staff privi
leges. doing general medicine 
and general surgery. He acquired 
part ownership of the hospital 
during the years, and his wife 
worked part-time as a Nursing 
Supervisor. He also had a part 
time practice in Westville, 
Oklahoma, between 1954 and 1962. 

The hospital was forced to 
close in 1966 due to the advent 
of Medicare, but Dr. Manning 
continued to operate his office 
there for about ten years, after 
which time he moved his practice 
to the former Dick Bain home on 
South Pittman. His office is 
presently located at 209 West 
Buchanan Street where he 
continues practice as a family 
doctor. His wife, Eilleen, acts 
as his receptionist-secretary as 
well as serving as Mayor of the 
City of Prairie Grove. 

The Mannings have four 
children: Margaret Ann Poeppe1 
of Wurzburg, West Germany; Bob 
Manning of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, is married to the 
former Anita Patton of Fayette
ville, and they have a son, 
Christopher; and John and Dor
othy of Fayetteville. All are, 
or will be graduates of the Uni
verSity of Arkansas. 

Dr, Manning has served on the 
Prairie Grove school board, has 
served as the Mayor of Prairie 
Grove, has been a member of the 
Administrative Board of the 
Prairie Grove Methodist Church, 
and served about 25 years as 
choir director in Prairie Grove 
and Fayetteville churches. Their 
home is on North Summitt Street 
in Prairie Grove. 

****** 
Just received a nice fresh 

lot of new goods at the Post 
Office. 

(Prairie Grove News, 8-22-1885) 

DOCTORS BAIN
 

Dr. Calvin Bain, a graduate 
of the University of Missouri 
School of Dentistry in Kansas 
City, opened a dental office in 
Prairie Grove in 1950. The suite 
of offices was over the Farreers 
and Merchants Bank and Mrs. Ruth 
McCormick was his assistant. 

Dr. Ba I n received his dental 
degree in 1950 and practiced 
general dentistry in Prairie 
Grove until his retirement in 
1986. Prior to entering dental 
school, he attended the Uni
versity of Arkansas and Oklahoma 
State University. 

He has always been interested 
in organized dentistry, serving 
as president of the Arkansas 
State Dental Association in 
1975-76. He was the first North
west Arkansas dentist elected to 
the office since Dr. Nolen 
Helsten held the position in 
1926. 

Dr. Calvin Bain is the son of 
J. O. Bain and Effie Carl Ba Ln . 
He is the third generation Bain, 
and the fourth generation Carl, 
to live in Prairie Grove. After 
his retirement, Dr. and Mrs. 
Bain moved to their home in 
Bella Vista. 

Dr. John Bain and Dr. Andrew 
Bain, after graduating from the 
School of Dentistry in Kansas 
Ci ty, became associated with 
their father in Prairie Grove 
and took over the practice at 
his retirement. 

J, PAT DURHAM, D.V,M, 

J. Pat Durham, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Durham, was born at 
Alma, Arkansas, and grew up on a 
farm at Viney Grove. He gradu
ated from Prairie Grove High 
School in 1956. 

He received his Pre-Vet edu
cation at the University of 
Arkansas 1960-61; attended Okla
homa State University, College 
of Veterinary Medicine 1961-65 
and graduated with a D.V.M. and 
a B. S. 

He is a member of the N. W. 
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Arkansas, the Arkansas and the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Associations. 

He returned to Prairie Grove 
and practiced out of a home of
fice at 709 N. Mock from 1966 to 
1983. 

The Vinewood Animal Hospi tal 
on West Highway 62 was opened in 
March, 1983. The faci 1 i ty, which 
has 2400 square feet, contains a 

Or, Pal Durham et Vine.Md lini"al Hospital 
lIest of Prairie Grove. 

(DurhaRi Photo'! 

small-animal area, has two exam 
rooms, a pharmacy/lab, surgery 
room, and kennels. Facilities 
are available in the kennel for 
boarding pets. 

The large animal area has a 
stock for treating horses, an 
unloading area with movable 
gates for working cattle through 
a chute and headga te, then 
around the building for reload
ing back at the unloading/load
ing area, There is also an out
door c or r a l for holding animals 
and/or surgeries. 

Pat Durham and Marilyn S. Ash 
were married in 1957 and are 
parents of four children: Tom 
lives in Prairie Grove with 
wife, Janice and two daughters, 
Renee and Amanda. He works in 
the art department at Phillips 
Litho in Springdale; Bill lives 
in Farmington with his wife, 

Barbara, and bas one son, Brad
ley. Bill works as service 
manager at Bob Clark Toyota in 
Springdale; Judy recently moved 
to Baton Rouge, La. where her 
husband, Kim will attend LSU, 
working on a Ph. D. in Psy
chol ogy. Judy has a degree in 
Psychology and has worked for 
Social Services and a doctors' 
clinic; Kemba11 lives in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, with Julie 
Bolden and daughter, Jackie. 
Kemball is a carpenter by day, 
and a musician by night. He has 
his own group, "The Killer Peli
cans" who play at area clubs. 

Libraries 
PRAIRIE GROVE LIBRARY 

By Haria Pendergraft and 
Lou Freuc.h 

The Prairie Grove Library had 
its inception in February 1935, 
The Works Progress Administra
tion (WPA) of the Federal 
Government offered ali brary 
project to small tOWl1:3 whereby 
the WPA would pay the salary of 
a librarian If the ':ity would 
take the responsibility of 
maintenance and improvement. Mr, 
and Mrs. J. Frank Holmes, Mrs. 
J.e. Parks and Mrs. R.E. Cun
ningham e t t e nde d a meeting con
cerning this project and W8re 
i nsp f r-ed to establish a com
muni ty 1 i brary. 

In order to obtain a collec
tion of books, James F, Parks, 
:ma.nager of the Beverly Theater, 
offered two special benefit 
shows. The price of admission 
was one book. 400 books were 
c o l Lec t ed and thus the Prairie 
Grove Library was born. The li
brary opened in the Legi on Hu t 
on May 27, 1935 with Mrs. Lulu 
Carl as librarian. 

From the start the library 
was a welcome addition to the 
life of the community, checking 
out 91 books in the first 12 
days, As an added service, the 
1 i brarian made weekly visi ts to 
"shut-ins. II 
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Prsir ie Grove PublJ[	 Library 
(Blakemore rhoto) 

The 1 i ur a r y grew by means of 
,_untl'ibulions of funds and books 
by public-spirited citizens and 
organizations. The yearly 
r e port.. in Dec.e mbe r- 1936, showed 
the lJrogrl::'5S that had been made: 
19'3 book,:,; had been added, 108 
u:~~rs we r v- resistered and a 
totctl of 2 1018 books anll 473 
mo8,:"zjn~'~. had b8en checked out. 
Set'\'i'~8~ (If the library included 
a weer.ly ·~~hildcell'·:; s.t.o r-y h ou r : 

Peca u.s e- o f tt lack of funds, 
th~ J.ibr,"1ry WdS clo:;;ed temporar
ily Lhe f Lr a.t, of April 1937. It 
Wa:3 r e-r o pe ned Apr i 1 29, 1937 I 
aft81 hel"oie fund-raistn8 ef
forts of the c ommu n t t.y . An 
t n t e-r-ee.t.Lng fund-raiser of this 
t t m-- was the "SlIver Tea." The 
ho-s-r e s.ee e at these functions 
used their finest linens and 
silver. The guest~:; wore their 
"Sunday Best" and were expected 
to c-or.t;r i bu t e , At one such a f>
f alr- held in Jllne 1937, it was 
r-eo..n- t ed tha.t over 2'5 ladles at 
tended and d total of nearly 
$5.00 was donated. 

In June 1937 , Miss Frances 
Morton replaced Mrs. Carl as 1 i~ 

bia r ian. Mrs. Carl had been re
tired under ," WPA ruling. Miss 
Murtoll served as librarian from 
JUly 1937 to July 1939. 

At the Library Board Meeting 
on December 16, 1937, the fol
lowing officers were elected: 
Mrs. J. C. Parks, president; Mrs. 
J. S, Harlan , Vice-president; and 
Miss Frances Morton, secretary
treasu r e r . Members of t he board 

were: R.D, Bogart, Mrs. J.H. 
Brewster, Mrs, J, Frank Holmes, 
Mrs. Delford Rieff, Mrs. Cecil 
Riggall, Dr. H. L. Paisley, Mrs. 
'W.E.N. Phillips, Mrs. J.W. Webb, 
and Mrs. J.H. Zellner. 

The yearly report for 1938 
showed a \:irculation of 6,340 
books and 1,532 magazines. The 
book collection then numbered 
790 and there were 415 regis
tered users. 

In March 1939 the library 
board reported a total of 
$105.25 collected in the annual 
fUlld drive. This amount was con
tributed by 72 individuals and 4 
orga. ni z a t, ions. 

Mr,o" J. P. Harris replaced 
Miss Morton as librarian in Aug
ust 1939. }!rs. Ha r r Lss wa,3 the 
[or mer Dorotbea Campbell and was 
one of five in the first gradu
ating class of Prairie Grove 
High School. She was married to 
J ame:;3 Faden Harr ie who estab
l Ls.he d d. canning company in 
Prairie Grove. Mr. Harris also 
selved as mayor of Prairie Grove 
and wa:s a member of the Board of 
Edu c a t t o n for i9 years. Mrs. 

/929-30 FreshMan Class; Front Ro.--Lefl 10 
Right; t ovir Bre.n, Harold Va tis, Ho.ard 
Carney, James Valker, James Vheeler, Robert 
Pittman, Carlhel str ickIer, Villard Br""ks, 
Bardon IIbercrombie, Clyde Ross; lIiddle R".-
Lefl 10 Right; Helen Fidler, Janice Barker, 
Sara Jean IIdams, SIella Roberls, lIacy Vesl, 
Pauline Harrison, lIyrlilla DorNan, Ruby Vilson, 
lIary IIi tcbrt), Ruby Fry; Back R".; IIrs, 
IIcBaugh, leacher, IJnkno.n, Josephine Vesl, 
IJnkno.n, lIaNie Henry, lIarjorie Den lon, Lillian 
CaMpbell, Jessie lIull ins, 
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Harris continued as librarian 
until December 1943. 

During this veriod the li 
brary maintained a rental shelf 
of popular books. The fee was 2~ 

" day. Vhen the books had 
"earned" enough to pay for them
'::;el v e e t he y were placed on Lhe 
f 1-ee she 1 ves. 

III 1939, the Arkansas Legis
latllre approved funds for estab
lj:~hin8 cO'.JI1ty Lr br e r y systems. 
This al:tion Wd~ a m8st important 
::;tep ill th~ growth of Arkansas 
Li bt e ri e.s . 

III O(~turjer 19.39 j a represent
ative. of ~lle Arkansas Library 
Co mrn i ee l o r: met with the local 
board and outlined plans for the 
establishment of a county li 
'br.':'ll-y s.yc.t e ro. 

The annual report for 1939 
showed a r:onti:-lUed increa-:=,e in 
us~r'5 awl (~irculati~n, The book 
collel~tion number~d 1,032 
v o i u me es with ct u e.ee r registration 
of GAl, A tot~l $154,95 was col
lee t.e-d in th2 fourth an:-1U31 
dl t ve fur funds. $3U was spent 
f or new 'ooo ke.. Ne w book cases 
weI e made by W. P. Beebe e nd Arch 
MCJIrow. The book:~ could now be 
arlafi8ed ~u that juvenile and 
adul~ books were In 68parate 
CctS~S. Set vi'_es ill(~lu~ed loans 
of Lot iks, to the local school. 

An ou t e.t a nd t ng fe.d.ture of 

****** 

1940 was the establishment of 
outlying community libraries. 
Rural readers who volunteered 
their homes for this purpose 
were: Paul Sharp-New SUlphur, 
11. A. Dormo.n - Bethel Grove, Tom 
Bell - Center Point, Mrs. Adkins 

Moffit, W. V. Vest HUbbard, 
Mrs. Armstrong Viney Grove, 
H.H. Johnson - Rhea, Otis Hester 

Greasy Valley, J.H. Maddox 
Illinois Chapel and Mrs. Cruse 
Prairie View. 

A 1940 state comparison of 
libraries placed Prairie Grove 
t h i r d among the 32 libraries in 
D le t.r ict 4. In November of that 
yeaJ aJl previous circula~ion 

l-el::olds were broken when 104 

l)(jok~, and 20 ID'33~zines w,=re 
'::. h.-:::(. ked OUtin one day, 

TIle 1942 fllnd drive netted 
$2C2.10 j be'::'DmiJlg tbF-o most suc
,:.:e~';::,fLll tn t he history of the 
1 jr~'J'<:11 y. An Open Hou':::.E"~ wab held 
in Ma_y ill ctppll--'(-.iation o ; pu b Li c 
:::;UppLJl t . Gladys ~3mith wen $1.00 
in defenSE:! stamps for lll:?r pnt.r-y 

ill an "I cUD a n Ameril::'dn" poster 
c o n t.e e t III July, Patricia 
Rub"=!I t.sso n WO,n a n e we r d for Le sst 
c:itteIJdl"1TICe at the F,opular Child
!-~n's 81.01·y HOUI-. 

HOdl(l memb~I'~ in 1942 were: 
P.D. BUl:jar~ pre e ideu t : Ml~3. 

T.(;, Parks v t ce r pr e s.tde n t.: 
J , F, Hol ffi"?'3 e.ecr-e t.a i Y i Mrs. 

'Idl.rs at the N.al Spring" (firsl. oikes In Roy /foe" Untnoon, Or. E. 6. nccorsic«, 
tho community), firsl Bieyc/. Club of rrssri» Unknoon, lIill /feCo"iek vi tb IIrthur /fcCormiet, 

6rove--aboul· 1900. Lefl to right: Ern.sl Oors. /feCorAlle", ~el Collier, Or. Henry Brew

Qorm~n, Ed ssin, TOIl Dixon, Dsear KeKil l isn, sler and J, J. 8agge II , (Park Pholo) 
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Cecil Riggall Lr e a ssu r e r : Mrs, 
J.H. Morton, Mr~3. J.S, Ha r l e n , 
Krs. Willa.rd Brooks, Miss Mallie 
Dyer, Rev. Ewing Wayla.nd, Rev. 
J.E, Re~d arld Rev. B.B. Long. 

LiLldlY hours were reduced to 
:3 day:::; a we8~ in February 1943, 
The WPA project, which had paid 

City Library >lIen it .as loc sted in back 
part of Cit.v I/ater Building, 1.~.r;6-p. ,~I'S, J.F. 
HoJ.~s, Jibrer is», 

(City Library Photo) 
the sala.ry of t.he librarian, 
end~d and the city had to assume 
t.h.e t re:=--l)(J:loibility $210.00 
W,":l' r::oller::ted in the 194:3 r ond 
drive, 

Mrs. Fr an'':C':3 Morton McR 1 Duey 
re-as.sumecl the r ole as Li ur a r-La n 
ill Le nua r-y 194-4 and. r~mCtjn!C"d in 
Lhat. ce pec i e.y until Dec8m1:::er 
1949, $218.15 WdS contritJuted ill 
the fund drive o f 1944. The li~ 

bra ry was moved from thl-::::' Legion 
Hut t.o rooms a t.ov e thp Fa r me r s. 
and Mer ..:ho.nt:3 Bank in June 1Q4:') , 

By j940 the book collection 
had risen to 2,091 volumes. The 
board members were R. D. Boge r t. 
president; J. Frank Holmes 
secretary; Mrs, L. A. Carman 
treasurer; Mrs. J. F. Holmes, 
Mrs. J, S. Harlan, Mrs. Cecil 
R18sall. Mrs. D.E. Rieff, Mrs. 
John Campbell, Mrs. v . E. N. Phil
lips, Mrs J.C. Parks, Rev. A. 
Eason, Rev. B. B, Long, Mr. Bert 

Russell, Mrs. Louis Th o r n ton a n d 

Kiss Virginia West. 
(i.·bout t~his t.Lme , -t.b o Ozarks 

Regional ~ibrary Wa.5 estab
J ished to ~~eTve Wa.shin:...;toJ) :::'1,("] 

Cr~wford ,~ountit~s, Prairie GrO\'8 
Li brary beC3lnE" a branc h or the 
new system ~nd as a re~ult t~lok 

Ct g i a n't <.r e p 101 wa rrt . Vl.3.ny ]tl('..:j'e 

l)()Dk'~' d.IJd s,,:,r vi. '-'-::", wl::>re made 
.3.\10::'1.\1,'11)1..-: t I'icn bctil lJ8en pn':=,'=irJl\C 
befure. 

The ]946 ftlnd 11 iv~ was ~ 

d(~d L<::-ated r_'f fen ( SpOIl:::":Jr ., d by 
t:'l.-= LilJl,-:tly EU,:-il.j j rh..:,' Ljon:-, 
CLu b alld I he PI Il~re·::,·:;j '1e Club. 
T:-Jl-? pr cce-e-d-s. l'iCld to poy 1,he 1 j-
l!li:l.t lelll, thf:-: cenl one! tbt=' utili
tLos, . It W,'l.':"', [loped i:1Ja: eTH"lll ,3 1. 
J uu.js, wuuJd ,:11~.::,o be ra,j',<-...:",l \ I' 
buy Ii'_·W bC'lJf:'''':; 3,nd nh':t~a.zi n e suL
::<.:1 j P \ j o n,... T'bos.s he] pi 118 \,-./ it il 
t h-. d : i v e .".,rerE:' Clyde De1-ap, H E. 
f.P .-t I Y, R," v . (1 C. Pi d we 1 1 . r: ~,--' n 
Marvin, H, W. Clctrk, Paul Jones, 
D. C, Reddin, Gene Vinson, Ever
ett Basham, Hugh Neal, Elton 
Skelton, Mr. and Mrs. v i nc t i 
1?~111 S,~a, M.-'Kr:i~llt, SarL"\ 1~f-iJl, 

E(-IWat-r] P,l c)ylp~;, D. E, Rit:'tf, Lay
ton R.::':~oy aJld Mr CU'ir:} Mr-::o: n E. 
'y,.Ti:;:;w811 ~he! t:' i~-;:; nCJ r eco r \1 IJf 

t,ll~ e mcn.r n t; ,_()llf-:~, .. t,_·:l, 

III t'1!r:-lt e.e me yedl the I"L br a ry 
Wct~~ mo v e d again, A lO'~'a~ b2,:luty
'::.-hop '-lperator dlvidt::"l lr e r 
PU,~lla.~a.tl :3t.rf't--'t '-:;,"hup »r.d rt:'ntl?d 
:hal f h,.J UP~ J. i br a r y. 

In 1948 J TlIlashi1l81-,cm c.'_Jurl! y 
pdssed a one-rllil1 tax to sl'i'por't 
[t,-~. lir>rar1e·,.". TI1]'::f ::~,_til'n dill 
much to allevidh? t-,h~ finf~'-~':: 61 
l)IJl d'~n o n th-. --i ~ Y :"is ti1'::' ',;,~lcJ: y 
of the libra.rl,:'tn I--lDulr:l nuw tH':' 

l,::t i d by t lll-::' '. LT.l nt y . 
In Feul uary 19':)() , Jifr,,:. F E. 

M.orri·~OIt l'':.~1'ld,--.,:-:,1 HI Fr .v n., 
}kKinllE:'Y Skel1CJll y·,.hu h a-J 
r es i g ne d . Mrs. Norr .i ss o n r~(J1Lt j n 
ue d oS librbJ~fl.n I~ntil L1er:;r-'!JTlb0r 
1966. Mellll:.H:T·::' of t.he BC"Jal (1 ·..,'0jl:-,o: 

M1S. L,A. Carn~n pre2.ill~nt; 

G.E. Wiswell vice-pre~,tdent; 

M.rs. J, C. Park':3 sec.rl-'dal y, 
M.I~~. Cecil Pissall trpf'l:--:':.:"Irer; 
Mrs. J,8. Hdrlarl l Mrs, C,R. Ferl

nc-mo r e I M::s. Frank Riggal1, Mrs. 
"w.E.N. Phillips, Mrs. Jeff BaS
,sett, Mrs J. Frank Holmes, and 
Clyde Delap. 
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Prsir i» srov» Band, early l.qOOs, Fron! rov, 
Left 10 Right: lames P, Ileal, W. T, !fcCormic/', 
Alex Sanders, 0, II, /lcCormick and Lee Rich; 2nd 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

In the 1951 fund d"ive 
$518,36 was cont.r Lbu t.ed . $22,30 
('1 month carne from 'Washington 
County a nd the city assumed 
.re e po nss I bi 1 i ty for the rent. 
Circula~ion contillued to rise as 
Lud 1 ,~ct ted by 5) 525 books and .332 
ITlCl.gaz t n es, he vi ng been checked 
ou t during the Yf-~ar 

TlJ~' 1 j 1)[ ary <:;howed steady 
8' owth t.hr-ciug h 1952 ;;i th 6,816 
book:=. having Leen checked out. 

I.r. 1954 1 e not hc r move was 
ma-Je- tCl L:'l.r~·er qUdrters in the 
back of t!\e city water-works 
building, Mrs. Fred McCuistion 
was elected president of the 
libr-ary board ill JUIle. After the 
move to the city building, the 
library board set up and 
operated a Thrift Shop which was 
:3taffed by volunteers and 
stocked with donated items. This 
enterprise earned a small but 
steady income for the library 
until the late 1960s, With the 
addi tion of these funds the 
library enjoyed a healthier fi 
nancial condition and the annual 
fund drive was discontinued. 

rov: finn Collier, !farvin crove], frank Flood, 
Viii Collier, lIath Hanks, /le11 Collier, John 
noc«, lA, CilAipbel1 Photo) 

The library ran smoothly f or 
the next decade with few 
ch~r18es. LibI"ary use and 
s~l-vices continued to expand. 
The Li bra ry board, Mrs. 
Morrison, and MI"S. Hazel Deal, 
the county librarian must be 
given mu\_tl cledit for the 
su,::cess of the:3e years as well 
as for the uext giant step which 
gave Pr a Lr Le Grove the attrac
tive library building that we 
have today, 

The dream that began back in 
1935 was about to become a 
r e a l f t y . In 1966, the fedel-al 
government offered a plan where
by it would pay 60% of the cost 
of building and furnishing a li 
brary if the community would 
prOVide the other 40%. 

Dr Calvin Bain, Mayor of 
Prairie Grove, promised the 
coo pe r-e-t i on of the ci ty and 
appointed Barry Parks, Larry 
Bell, Mrs. Fred McCuistion, Mrs. 
J,J, Baggett and Mrs, D,E. Rieff 
as a Bu i 1di ng Commi t tee, These 
pUblic-spirited citizens went 
into action and by the deadline, 
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May 1st, were able to report 
that the drive for funds was 
"ov'lr the top:" $35,000 for the 
Luilding and furnishing of a new 
1 i ore r y wa:~ assu red. The commu rr
ity of Prairie Grove had raised 
114,000 alld the federal grant 
bupplied the balance. 

On June 27, 1966, a contract 
for the bUilding was signed with 
t ho Ali~ ;'3mith COIlbtIuc--:,ion Com
~"jrLY_ Tlj~ designer of the build
illS Wo:=-, Cyprus P. Sutherl..and, 
::l.rcllil:ect a nc d University of 
Ar kCl.llSa.·~ f ecu I ty rre mbe r-. 

Eo a rcl me moe r e. in 19()6 wer-e 
Mrs Fred M,~Cljist ion pr e s.L> 
d e n t : Ml~.. L. A. Carman, Clyde 
D~l,3p, Mr·.'-=-.. M. A. Do r ma n , Mrs. 
Pre r.k Ri~8a.ll, Mrs. J.e. Farks, 
Mt~. J. J. BCJ;::.sett, G. E. Wi'::;well 
311t1 :fIotr"':.:>. T. S. H.=:tr18n. Mrs. M. A. 
DIJr :n;:':lD '",,:1.:':: a p po i n t e cl librarian. 

Wh~n Mr',=., [len me n ,:,';l;me to 
Pr-e t r i,,-"~ GI crve in 1898, e.he wa s. 
An n e J a me s. HD'~)Ve[- Sh,~ graduated 
f r Ole] PI e Lr-f e GrD'Je High Sr:hool 
e nd the i1Jliv""!l",:-_-i t y of Arkansas. 
Slp--..:' t3.L1Sht. S,::110Dl for 41 year~., 

T? in the Frdlt-ie Grove School 
Ddet r-dc t. She ma r r ied J. Frank 
HoLme s, April 16, 1919. Mr, 
Ho l mee died in 1947. III January 
19fJ6) Mr'::,. Ho Lmea marr ied M, A. 
Dut rnan . She r-e ma; ned 1 i hrarian 
u n t. i 1 he r death) Jun~~ :26, 1986. 
r n r~,---~ogni t Lru- of her nJany years 
elf d~vot~,j service to the peopl8 
o t F'r a i ri e Grove, the library 
was de s.Lg ne ts-d tLe Anna Hol me,s 
Dorue n Public Lf br a r y . 

T11t:' pre'3ent Prairie Grove Li
br-a r y was dedicated January 22) 
19(7) w~th an Op~n HOU:S8. The 
l t bra i y c on t.Lriu e d to serve the 
pcb t ic. III a n ever-increasing 
caph(:ity. Circulation and the 
bciok c o i I ect i on grew wi t h each 
year. Community suvport has 
alw~ys been and still is of 
p.a re mou n t importance, Contri bu
t.Lon-s , Memorial Gifts and finan
cial support from the city have 
d o nea much to make the library an 
essential pact of the good life 
in Prairie Grove, 

Thr-uu811 the next twenty years 
(1966-1986), several libracy 
assistants worked with Mrs. Dor
man in opecating the library. 

Unfortunatelyt there is no c cm

plete record of these indi
victuals. 

Upon the death of Mrs. Dorman 
in 1986, the duties of librarian 
were assumed by Mrs. Xe r t e 
Pendergraft who had been Mrs. 
Dorman's assistant for several 
years. 

In August 1986 the libcary 
board w~s re-activated according 
to Arkansas Library regulations. 
Minor Wallace, Mayor· of Prairie 
Grove, appointed a board of 
seven voting members and two ex 
officio members. 

The new board met August 8, 
1986, Following state regula
tions, the members drew lots for 
terms of office and elected of
ficers. Mrs. Nancy Nations was 
elected president and Mrs. Kath
ryn Davis was named seCI'etary. 
Mr:~, Carol Pair) city clerk, 
a8reed to act. as t r-c e c.u r-e r . 
Members were Mrs. Mamie Rieff, 
Mrs. Jeff Baggett, Mrs. Lidia 
Still·s, Mre:,. Emi:J..ie Bell, and 
Ivan Brown. Ex o f f Lc t o members 
were Mrs. Lou French a r.d Mrs. 

****** 

1929-30 Fifth and Sixth Brode, Back Ro.: 
lIargaret Collier, Bernice sccorsic«, Fay Bat
tenfield, Helen Watts, Clara BaM, 11155 Curtis, 
tescner; Hester IIullens, Je.el Pate, CorNel 
Nelson, liZZy Crisp, Phoebe Harris, Frances 
Cunningham, Louise Barku, Imogene Hilton; 
lIiddle Ro.: Chorley Slaughter, ,'ennelh secor
«ic«, Clyde Ledgerwood, .I, B, Bentry, Evert 
Speaks, Brady Helm, Clifford Howell, Billy 
Moms, EItM ~sher; Front Row: Ralph Tale, 
Charles Woolverton, Donald Parks, Jim Bob 
Cunningham, Pat Henry, Orville Crisp, Veryl 
HutChens, R, P, Harrison, Barry Parks, Dick 
Vallace, Beorge Cox, Lurence Delap, 

('8. Brooks Photo.! 
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Carol Pair. Mrs. Pendergraft was 
formally hired as librarian with 
the privilege of choosing assis
tants when needed. 

A vacancy occurred on the 
boar'd in October when Mrs. Lidia 
Stills resigned. Mayor Wallace 
"'l-'puinb~(l Mrs. Petty Parks as 
llt--I r ~placement. 

There have been no further 
chang2::3 in boe r d membership to 
t h ie date. The board meets 
regularly four t i mes a year. 
Xi nu t.e s, of the meet i ngs are on 
file ai the library for public 
e~,:unl net t .i LJ11. 

A full measure of credit for 
the f'I t-::'sent--day success of the 
1 i!JI e r y must go to the Ozarks 
Pegional Library and its 
d I rectors. Mrs. Haze 1 Deal J who 
did ,~C) much to get the 1 i brary 
started! Mrs, Carol Wright who 

19F,8replaced Mrs. Deal in and 
ee r ve d until December 1986, and 
Nr-s.. Kal-en Duree, the present 
dirt=ct,or 

The re g i o ne I library pro
vide:~ Pi a t r i e Grove with 
'-.:>ervices that e n independent 
'::, rna 1 1 t. o wn libra.ry could not 
l'u""~ibly a t t o rd . Over 10,000 
bCluks in the pr-a t r t e Gr o ve li
LI"dl-y belong to the regional 
system. The -..:ollection is con
-st.a n t Ly updated and fiction ex
.; ha f1se:~ e r-e made t wi c e a year 50 

that new fiction is always 
available to our readers. 
Frairie Grove r e ad e r-e. have easy 
o.,.:'C':"",:,>S to 239, 052 books in the 
regional library system. A few 
of tbe many services of the 
regional 1 ibr-e r y are: Large 
Print bcoks for the sight
I mpe t r ed , Talking Books for the 
blind clnd physically-handi
cdpped t SU mmer story hours and 
f.nter-library loans of books 
from other library systems, 

The Ozarks Regional Library 
serves a public of 154,815 
people (1960 cen~us) in three 
c ou n t.Le e , having eight branches 
in Washington County, five in 
Crawford County a.nd one in 
Benton County. The budget for 
1988 is over $600,000. 

AppOinted by W~5hington 

County judge Charles Johnson, 

Mrs. Lou French is serving her 
second five-year term as the 
Prairie Grove representative to 
the Ozarks Regional Library 
Board. 

Although circulation had 
risen to .31,007 books in 1987, 
the Prairie Grove library is 
still a one-person operation. 
Mrs. Pendergraft runs the li
brary with efficiency and always 
has a smile and time for a chat 
with the readers. Substitutes 
ale hired for the days the 
librarian cannot be present, The 
library hours of operation are 
from 1:30 to 5:30 every day but 
Sund,~y. 

Prairie Grove takes great 
pr ide in its modern, up-to-date 
library which came into being 
through \ he e n I tghtened outlook 
and (ledicated support of its 
citi.zens and which has, certain
ly, improved the quality of life 
in Prairie Grove. 

THE JOY NELSON WEBB HOME 
SERVES AS LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

The Joy Nelson Webb Club 
House and Library, located on 
the corner of Neal and Buchanan 
Streets in Prairie Grove, was 
left as a memorial to her family 
by Mrs. Joy Nelson Webb at her 
death in 1974. It is to be used 

Joy lIebb Hoe«, nor !lel/orial Library 
(Joy lIebb Library Photo) 

for "charitable, educational and 
public benefit, by the people of 
Prairie Grove." The will estab
lished the Webb, Nelson, Murphy 
Kemorial Foundation to be con
trolled by 0 Boord. 

Krs. Webb was the last sur



been the Prairie Grove Herald and,
vi vor of a fami ly who had 

of Roy G. Nixon,
residents of Prairie Grove for with the help 

pl,lblished the paper until 1932
approximately a generation. She 

she sold the SUbscription
had preserved the early history when 

list to the Fayetteville Daily
of the town by maintaining scrap 

After the Prairie
books, preserving newspaper Democrat. 

Grove Enterprise was established
theclippings, and documents of 

by the Wiswells in 1936, Mrs.
growth and changes of Prairie 

Webb served as society editor
Grove. She also passed along 

and reporter, serving in that
many antiques of general 

capacity until 1971 when the
interest. The Prairie Grove 

Woman's Cl ub was bequeathed the Enterprise sold. 

of Dr, and Mrs, The Club began working on the
former home 

J, W. Webb to be used as a meet house and library in 1977, A 

amount of clippings from
ing place for the group, a li  vast 

brary, a research center, and an new8papers, covering businesses, 

antique museum for the public. fami lies, churches, organiza

t t oue , schools, early history of 
Mrs. Joy Nelson Webb was the 

the communi 't y . marriages!
daughter of Thomas E. Nelson and 

deaths, etc., has been cata
Alice E. M. Nelson of Brighton, 

logued.
Tennessee. She had six brothers 

A file of Prairie Grove news
and sisters. Her paternal grand

papers is available from 1936 to
pe r e n tes were J, M. Hi 11 and 

the present time, Mrs, Webb was
Martha Kilpatrick; the maternal 

the local Firsthistorian of
grandparents were Henry L, 

and thatPresbyterian Church
Murphy and M. A, Hurst Murphy. 

file at thematerial is On
She moved to Prairie Grove in 

library.

1914 and was the wife of Dr,
 

The Joy Nelson Webb Library
J, W. Webb, a practicing 

Ls pre::,ently opened the fourth
dentist, 

Wednesday a f t.e r n oo n of each 
In 1926 Mrs. Webb purchased month. 

Personalities 
CAPT, SAMUEL PINCKNEY PITTMAN 

e f t e r- sE.'rvin8 as orderly

(Goodspeed History of 1889) sergeant tor one Y'2ar was 

ele<:ted li8utenant. He was taken 

Capt. Samuel Finckney Pitt~ capt iv~ twice, but ~scaped each 

man, deputy sheriff and one 01 

the prominent pi oneer men of 

'Washington County, was born ten 

miles Southwest of Fd.yettevi Ll e 

in what is now Prairie Grov~ 

Township, June 27, 1836. He was 

the son of James C. and Mary 

Tuttle Pi tt:ma.n, and grandson of 

Samuel Pittman. He grew to man

hood in Prairie Grove Township 

and adopted his father's voca

tion, that of a farmer and stock 
grower. 

In 1858 he married Miss Sarah 
"Si'eet Home! the /'1ome o! Samuel PJ t tl?ldrl tsn

IfBoon. They became parents of two 
Mrs, ill' and lct s i ion M rrsir,» 6rol'e " t irs: fosl

children, William and Mary. 
Offlce by Ihe ,ame name,

Pittman was a member of the 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church time. After the war he returned 

and very active in church work. to his farming and stock raising 

Pittman entered the Confeder- until 1882 when he retired. 

ate army in June, 1862, and He took an active part in the 
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organization of the Washington 
County Bank. He became one of 
its directors, and in 1886 was 
elected vice-president. Mr. 
Pittman served as a trustee of 
the State University for several 
years and served as captain of 
the Militia for several years 
after the war. 

Upon the organization of the 
Grange movement in Washington 
County, Capt. Pittman rendered 
important aid and became a 
chalter member of the Prairie 
Grove Grange. He owned a hal f 
interest in one of the first 
reapers and mowers brought to 
Northwest Arkansa5 and was the 
fil"sL to bring d wheat drill 
into this county. He brought the 
first herd of Cotswold Sheep and 
thoroughbred Shurthorn cattle to 
th8 county. 

COL, JAMES P, NEAL 

«From Goodspeed Hi story of 1889) 

Col, James P, Neal, a pioneer 
of Washington County, was born 
in Butler County, Kentucky, 
March 24, 1820, He was the son 
of William Neal and Sinai Neal. 
After the death of William, 
Sinai married Rev. Andrew Bu
chanan, a minister of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
~nd moved to Arkansas. 

Col. Neal was reared on a 
farm ~nd in 1847 volunteered in 
the Mexican War I marchi ng 
through Texas into Mexico. He 
rose to the rank of First Lieu
ten~nt~ serving in this capacity 
until the close of the war. 
Previous to entering the w~r he 
had read law and had practiced 
in Fayetteville. After returning 
home, he resumed his pr~ctice 

which continued until IB51 when 
he was elected Mayor of Fayette
ville and held the office until 
IB54. 

In IB49 he married Miss Ada
line Bean and in IB54 they moved 
to Austin, Texas where his wife 
died in IB63. During the War 
Col. Neal was actively engaged 
in furnishing the Confederate 
Army with supplies. 

Col. Neal returned to Prairie 
Grove, then made famous by the 
Battle commanded respectively by 
Generals Blunt and Hindman. In 
IB69 he was married to the widow 
of his brother, Col. William T. 
Neal who was killed by the Fed
eral in a skirmish near Clarks
ville. 

In IB71 he established the 
town of Prairie Grove, built the 
first store and engaged in 
merchandisi ng and was appoi nted 
postmaster, a position he held 
until 1887 when he resigned on 
account of failing health. 

Col. Neal held many positions 
of trust and has done much to 
build up the town. His donations 
of real estate to public and 
charitable buildings have been 
muni ficent. He is a member of 
the Masonic Lodge, and is a 
worthy and considerate member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Col. Neal died in 1896 and is 
buried in the Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

JOHN MOCK 

(From Goodspeed'S History 1889) 

.Juhn M(J,~k, farmer and .s t oc k 
rais8I- of PrdlI"ie Grove Town
ship! 'iNashins-ton County, Arkan
Set'::>, was born in Sevier County, 
T~nrlessee~ October 23~ 1821, and 
was reared and educated in his 
native :~tate. Af te r reaching 
me nboort liP c a me West and located 
i n 'iNa.. sh.in~ton County, Arkansas, 
bu t, after rema.ining a e.hor-t. 
t lm-- went to Texas! returning 
the folluwing spIing to 
T~IJnesse8. 

H~ next went to Northern 
Georgi a where he was ma r r i ed in 
1849 to Miss Margaret E. Rogers, 
a native of South Carolina, 
rea r-ed in Georgia, and a 
daughter of Hugh Rogers, who now 
resides in Washington County. 
Mr. Mock purchased a farm in 
Georgia which he farmed for four 
years, then sold out and in 1851 
moved to Arkansas where he has 
since made his home. He became a 
very wealthy land holder, owning 
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Daughters of	 the Confederacy, an 

at one time nearly 1,000 acres 
honor conferred upon her in 

inane body, He has gi v e n con
of her having sup

recognition
to his children

siderable land	 
pi led the Arkansas Histo.y Com

is now the	 data
and sold some, and 

with about mission more historical 

owner of 668 acres, 
than any other one person in the

body under
400 acres in one	 

state.
land is very

cultivation. The	 She was, with one exception,
adapted to	 of thevaluable and well	 

the oldest 1 i vi ng member
and vege

raising corn, wheat 
U. D. C. in the state and during 

tables. past year furnished the
to his this

Besides attending 
History Commission with 80 pages

number of years
farm, he spent a	 

of history.
in buying and selling horses and	 the

South, The pail-bearers bearing 

mules and shipping them 
its last resting place 

up this occupation body to 
andbut he gave	 settlers,"

were all "old 
ill 1883, In 1861 he enlisted in 

P. E. Shoffner, 

the Sixteenth Arkow::.as l n fa n t r-y , three of them, 
W. I, Neal,

in the Battle of James Shoffner, and
pa.rl~i\.-,ipati!lg He was were Sunday School pupils of 

Hi 11 and Pea Ridge.	 theOak 
after the Battle of Mrs. Staples all during 

condi~:;charged	 The deceased
a.,;:e. Civil War,

Corinth all aCCLJUllt 01 his
fdrum the famous bu llet-pel ted

rro rne ht-:' r e s.u mod ducted
Returning 

"Pitkin barn-loft Sunday School"
ins· the Union and 

tb th~ father of eight between lines of
H12	 The other

James, Martha J,1.ne Southern soldiers.
(.,hildren:	 were three

of J. J. Baggett); Mal Y three pall-bearers
(wife	 her II boys" known in

Lake); Ce l Lt e more of
Ann (wife of	 Fra n k 

Marle Rollins, John
Lhornas Cazort); Massie childhood,


(wife of 
Neal); Josephine) Taylor and William Campbell.


(wife of Sam	 
life since the

Juhn and WilliE:. Thoughout her 
Jane Mrs, Staples has car

His pdrents, Philip and Civil War,	 
caused by

were born in ried "drawn hands"
(Wilson) ML1Ck,	 red

Ce r o Li na and Tenrll?ssee, seizing from a bushwhacker a 
No rt.I.	 was teing used
and ~""'ere mar t .t e d Ln TE-'nne.ssee. hot poker which 

The mother died about 1840, John to torture her father, William 

16, 1899. in an effort to make him
Mock died December Morton, 

the
Boi.h are burled in t.he Prairie tell the hiding place of 

family treasure,
Grove Cemetery, 

the celebrated
Following

MRS. NANCY JANE MORTON STAPLES Battle of Prairie Grove, in 

dead and dying were
which the

(Fayetteville Daily Democrat, 
left for the women to care for, 

April 6, 1921) 
Mrs. Staples and her girl 

their Own hands,
friends, with 

With the passing this week 
carried fence rails and built 

and burial	 yesterday of Mrs. 
pens around the wounded and dead 

Morton Staples of
Nancy Jane	 to protect their bOdies from the 

age 90 years, one	 roamed the
Prairie Grove, wild hogs which 

of the last links binding this 
battlefleld. 

section to the Old South ~nd the 
(The "old homestead" spoken 

Civil War was broken. 
in the obituary Was the old

born Febru of MockMrs. Staples was	 home on North
the home in Morton	 

home of
ary 19, 1831 in	 Street, presently the 

which she died and, With the	 
and Mrs. Pat Durham. Frances

a
exception of	 four years spent in Dr. 

McKi nney Skel ton,
Morton

had lived all her	 Mrs. Staples
Tennessee, daughter of 
life on the homestead in Prairie 

occupied the home for most of 
was honorary a son, Jim

Grove. She life, and
president of the her 

graduated from Prairie
permanent	 McKinney,United
Arkansas	 Chapter, 

Grove Hi g n School in 1959 and 
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presently lives in Wichita, 
Kansas. ) 

GEORGE W, WALTON 

(Northwest Arkansas Times, 1929) 

George 10. lOa1 ton was born in 
Madison County, Georgia, in 
1849. His parents owned slaves 
and he says that his moet 
pleasant recDllections are Df 
the DId c o l or-ed pe o p l e o f his 
childhDOd days. In telling of 
the DId black mammy, who told 
him bedt ime stDries and healed 

George ~, vet to», Jast one to die of Prairie 
Grave Cdmp of Canfederdte Veterdn5 

(If, /labJey rhot») 

his hurts and II blessed his 
little heart l " when he was sad, 
Uncle GeDrge could riot. hide his 
emotion or keep tears from his 
eyes. 

Four years after the War, in 
the year of 1869, he mo ve d to 
Arkansas and settled at Little 
Rock, where he married. Later 
they mDved to CrawfDrd County. A 
shDr t time later they move d to 
WashingtDn CDunty, settling Dn a 
farm on Cove Creek where he 
lived until 1910. Here his 
devDted wife passed away. 

In 1911 he married Mrs. N. T. 
Neal, a highly respected widow, 
and they moved ou t on the Old 
Wire Road where the DId Strick
ler Post Office once stoDd. 

GeDrge W. lOa1 ton was 84 when 
he attended the Thirty-third 
CDnfederate Re u n I o n held at the 

MemDrial Park July 31, 1921. He 
and G. W. Df xon , 90, walked t.o 
the stage with a brisk step and 
t nf or-me d the audience that they 
hope d tD be present another 33 
years. 

Mr. WaltDn, 90, the last sur
Viving member of the Prairie 
GrDve Camp of the Confederate 
Veterans, ND. 384, died at the 
hDme Df Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
MODre, Tuesday, May 3, 1938, 

GeDrge Wal t.o n was the step
grandfather of Mrs. Hester Mob
ley, Mrs. Lois Moore, Mrs. 
Lillian McKenzie, Mrs. Mar
garette Carney and Hugh Neal. 
Mrs. Naornt Neal Wal t.on was the 
mo-t he r- of Mrs. A, L. (Deborah) 
Campbell and S. H. (Dude) Neal. 

~E~ORIES OF PRAIRIE GROVE 
SHARED BY 92-YEAR OLD MAN 

Mrs. Betty L. Baker o f Okla
homa has supplied interesting 
information concerning her 
parents, Alec RalstDn and Betty 
Velma Buchanan Ralston, pioneer 
residents of the Prairie Grove 
area. She also sent pictures and 
a prDgram dating back to 1915, 

Her mo t he r t e family lived on 
a farm near Viney Grove from the 
time of its origi nal patent 
until it was sold in 1973 by 
Garland Buchanan, a brother of 
Betty Ralston. 

Her father, Alec Ralston, 
whose fami I y lived in and near 
Prairie Grove, is 92 years of 
age and is blessed with an ex
cellent memory. On his 90th 
birthday the family asked him to 
tell about many things that he 
remembered so they could be 
written down, and Mrs, Baker 
passed Dn the following items: 

His parents had married and 
started their family in 
Tennessee. They "homesteaded" in 
Kiowa County, Oklahoma. After 
proving their claim, they sold 
it and moved to Northwest Arkan
sas. Mr. Ralston chose to pur
chase land near Prairie Grove 
because it seemed so prosperous. 
npeople were selling corn in 
Prairie Grove while elsewhere 
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people were buying it." 
He bought a little more than 

100 acres on the west ed5e of 
Prairie Grove. The land included 
the little mountain called Wolf 
Mountain. He bought the land 
from a Mr. Shackleford. They 
rented the house east of the 
Carl's house from Clint Carl. 
The rent was $0.00 per month for 
the house and $2.00 per month 
for the barn. This was in 1908. 

In 1909 they traded the south 
part of the farm land, the part 
south of the rai lroad track, to 
a Mr. Talbot for a house on the 
south outskirts of Prairie 
Grove. In later years this house 
was the Mack Mason house. 

Mr. Ralston was a carpenter 
and built a number of houses and 
barns in and around Prairie 
Grove. 

When the chi 1dren entered 
school in Prairie Grove, Alec 
was in the fourth grade and his 
teacher was Lucy Carl. One of 
Alec's duties was to take their 
milk cow to pasture each day. He 
earned money by doi ng the same 
for some of their neighbors who 
paid him 50¢ a month to take 
their family milk cows along 
with the Ralston's to pasture in 
Lloyd Baggett's pasture and 
return them home in the evening. 
One of these neighbors was Mr. 
Maddox. 

Mary, who was the oldest of 
the children, did not attend 
school in Prairie Grove. She 
went to work for the newspaper 
which was then owned by Mr. 
Hildebrand. In July, 1909, Mary 
became ill with appendicitis and 
died on July 7 following 
surgery. 

When school started in the 
fall of 1909 the three boys 
attended in the big white school 
bu t l d i ng . Alec's teacher was 
Dorothea Campbell. 

Marguerite entered second 
grade in the fall of 1910, in 
the tall school bUilding by the 
Presbyterian Church. In that 
school year, Hal, Alec and Gi 1
bert were in school in the big 
white school building. Alec's 
teacher was Alma Sanders who 

taught her class the little 
poem: "Five things observe with 
care, of whom you speak, to whom 
you speak, and how and when and 
where," 

That was the last year clas
ses were held in the big white 
school building. In the summer 
of 1911, D. N. Ralston and 
others tore down that bu t Ld t ng 
and used the material to build 
the Presbyterian Manse. There 
was a large bell in a steeple 
above the second floor. One day 
the bell fell without warning. 
It was so heavy that it broke 
through all the floors a 11 the 
way to the ground. It had been 
hung on a natural log wi th the 
bark still on it and worms had 
eaten the log. No one was under 
it at the time although it was 
hung directly above the main 
entrance of the bu i ldi ng where 
many people were passing as they 
worked on the demolition. 

Mr. Ralston set out apple 
trees on Wolf Mountain and also 
planted corn on some of the land 
there. He later traded it to Gar 
Henson for a house and 30 acres 
north of Viney Grove. 

LAFAYETTE BREWSTER 

Lafayette Brewster, father of 
Dr. J. A. Brewster, was born in 
Sevier County, Tennessee, in 
1838 and, with his father's fam
ily came to Arkansas in 1849. 
They settled about ten miles 
south of Prairie Grove and lived 
there unt i 1 1877 when he moved 
to Cane Hill. In 1909 he came to 
Prairie Grove to reside. 

December 1, 1859 he was 
united in marriage to Miss Eliz
abeth Simpson. They became par
ents of ten children. 

Mr. Brewster enl isted in the 
Confederate Army in 1861 and 
served as a member of Co. B, 
34th Arkansas Infantry through 
the War. He surrendered with his 
Company at Fort Smith at the 
close of the struggle. He was a 
member of the Prairie Grove Camp 
of Confederate Veterans at the 
time of his death in November 
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1910. Burial was in Cane Hill 
Cemetery. 

8, H, HARRISON 

B. H. Harrison, a native of 
Georgia, was born in 1834 and 
moved to Alabama in 1858. In 
1889 he moved to a farm in the 

8, H, Harrison 
(0, Ramsay Photo'! 

Illinois Chapel community east 
of Prairie Grove, His first 
wife, Liza, was an aunt of Mrs. 
T. W. Ramsey, Liza Harrison died 
in 1901 and later Mr, Harrison 
married Jennie, the sister of 
his first wife. 

Harrison built the Masonic 
Temple in Prairie Grove in 1903 
and donated it to the Order. 
Revenue from the bUilding to be 
distributed to the widows and 
children of Masons. 

In 1908 the home and lots 
across Neal street from the 
Methodist Church were wi lIed by 
Mr, Harrison to the church to be 
used as a parsonage, His wife 
was a member of the Methodist 
Church and Mr, Harrison was a 
member of the Cumberland Presby
t er i an cnurcn. 

Harrison also left a house, 
and stock in the Southern 
Mercantile Company, the proceeds 
from which go to the Lodge and 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

.J, J, BAGGETT 

(Portions of an Aul i.'lOi:)!:)} bphy 
wri t tel:' in l~10 and J'i!hlish~l! in 
Fla~-:ih[la( k : 

f. J. Ba.g8ett ',..;,3S oo rr, Aug:Jst 
31, 1847, ill Whih::::, County, 11Jc:r-tL 
Ge o In 18ClO br o kcrg ta . j-:hl-~ wen 
ou t and my or o t.he r . Monroe, v/f?fl't 
t. o wa.r d nd Wd~, J;;: ill e d ~: -1 A+ l 01' t ~< 

in 1864. I wot-k>-_""d f n t.rn- '::-hlll t i

1(,1 ctIJd 'r,,;~ nlLd r e r, t he ro rm 11. 

J1363. In Ha r ch , l~"()4, rG.Y I'r'l_th~-,t 

'::,f->nt me t.o ScJtJj hern GPllI ~:,id an"] 
put me in charge of .3 [,3rm lIe 
had bought, 

In June, 1864, I joi ne d the 
Army! Conl[Jnl]Y "D," the CI~"h R':C':"ji
me n t . Af t er t he Bo t. Ll\-; l;.f At
lanta, I W,3S ';:;-,i. ..... k and W,'1-" dj·;::-
1~.har8ed c11J;J went. [1,,---:1\ +: -. tm r 
f e rm and 11\:.->gr()C-, 1 v,'~u:, 1-,: 

s.c h oo l '--,° .i n 'fJC'l '(I?, n.I 'o·-=)rue e 

a.lld in '(:;q I resolved tu 8') 
We~t. On the 2()I-h c1,'1y of ;~:r-':'l tem-
Le t, 1370, T Le t t. for 1_h~ ';.\__ ._1 

(Tr-;;-(a·~~). I dllL\re\l ill FI~J,-I' 

SllJith, uuu ... h t ,1. pony ':In,j ::;."1,l,_11,~ 

,'::;'Ild r o.J-- .i lIt I~' ''IIld -sh t 1"1 6 t -i n '. -1,111 ': y, 
PI'aLll.:: GIUVP Vo l Le y tel t oh nr-':j-J;":' 

MOl:,k. 111 1<S7C1 I ·...en+ t" V:J11 

Pu e n e nd bUiJght. a sr.oI_1 l It/!'i~t-r .v ru 

t CJ WCJ I lc . 
11] Ie?:.:: 1 went. t r-, F-'r,-\i,j..:. 

(j-ruve and WP1]+ ill pot rnt?rc,hLr 
wi t r. W. D. Relger·:; j n a hlacl-:-
-srn.l t h ~:,hD]J, The Lt r e.t vlI-,T1<, W"" 

d.0f12 j n dr'] old e t a bf e- (J]l T",rlu:;; J' 
15th. We "e-e s.e-d 6 J r:-)+~ f r ()J11 T P. 
Nea.l where the +Jov,m of Pro. i r i '_' 
GrCJv~ is nC)W I to put ,:",t ':.:>hcJp r)JJ 

a n.I paid I.ItE:' sum of $1,00 pt:-r 
month for water from 't he srr~Il8' 

We built the first h ous.e ('::,hllp) 
in March, 11372. I kept the fir-3t 
pCJ:3t office in Prairie Grove. 
wa'3 a wood worker and Rogers was 
the blacksmi th. 

I ma rr t ed Mattie Mock on June 
12! 11370. I bought lC)O acre~, of 
land west of town in the fall of 
1873 from J. VI. Goddard and 
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J. P. Neal and built a home on 
it. We started housekeepi ng in 
the fall of 1874. 

On June 22, 11:-76, T went in 
with W. G. McPhetridge and W. D. 
Rogers to build the first Prair
ie Grc)ve Mill. In 1878, I sold 
my i n t e r-e e-t in the rui 11 and 
built a Tlew shop and took A. 
SctIlder:s in wi th me as an appren
tice. 

I bought bugs I Cat t.ie, sheep 
"-:tillJ mc Le--, from l8GS to 1889. In 
189 i I .sowed 150 acres of wheat I 

di:~solved partr1ership with A. 
Sonders, a nd took in D. N. 
McCormick, giving him one-third 
illtE:::'l~,-.:.,t. Went in the Bank of 
Fay(~lteville and took over the 
M'_ Ilroy Bonk in J 892. 

Ir! le96 J. E, Mock L uf Lt, his 
h orne and Dr. Mock stayed wi th 
us. III '96 invested in the 
Fayetteville Grocery Co. and was 
elect~d flrpsid8n+ in 1897, In 
lQOJ Baggett dDli McCor-mick 
or~aIlized t he Oz a rk Grocer y Co. 
III Prairi~ Grove. 

E. H. Harrison built t.he 
Masonjc bllll~in8 in 1903. 

In 1007 Ozark M~rcantile Co. 
buu~ht OlJt S. R, Wilson and 
'.=-ctl1ed the new buss Lne ss t.be 
Scau t he r n MeIcanj~ile Company. In 
1908 :~ollt:.h,::,rn Mercantile Co. put 
a Lllctlll'::'h ill Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 
In I c l L I Wd'3 e Le cte d d i r e c t or
or the PI.,;;d r Le GZ-O'J'8 Ban k anl.i 
pr ee ide rrt of the :30u t he r n Mer
':~ntile Co. built a levy on the 
Ervi uk f a rm ill 19i7. 

I hove o pe r-a t.e d nine dry 
guods stures, f:i.ve hardware 
<Lo r e-s , thn---'e furniture stores, 
five rer.ail gruL:ery stores, four 
wholesale grocery stores, si x 
lumber yard<::;, two flour mills, 
and have owne-d 50,000 ec r e e of 
1 and. 

(J. J, Ba8gett died in Or
landu, Florida, 'Tuesday, Decem
ber 23, 1919. Funeral held at 
Prai:r ie O'r ove Methodist Church 
and uurial in Prairie Grove Cem
etery, ) 

****** 
Go to Baggett & Sanders' to 

buy your Oliver Chill plows and 
points at Fayetteville prices. 

(Prairie Grove News, 8-22-1885) 

H, S, MOBLoY 

H. S. Mobley was born in 
Tampa, Florida, June 16, 1869, 
and when a lad of eight or nine 
moved with his parents to 
Missouri where he was educated 
and graduated from the State 
University at Columbia, It was 
at Springfield that he met and 
married Blanche Hamill, a St. 
Louis girl visiting school 
friends there. The couple moved 
to Evening Shade, Arkansas to 
make their home. 

Early in life, Mr. Mobley 
identified himself with the 
church, and having an altruistic 

/I,'bley Family, Back ro«: Harry. t Lsbourn, 
Roe: Front roo: CharIer. Blanche /lobley. H, S, 
/lobler. and 6eorge 

rH. /I"bley Ph,'t,,) 

and evangelical streak, he stud
ied theology and preached "every 
now and then, II sometimes hev i ng 
a regular church and sometimes 
filling in for another pastor, 
but always earning his living by 
other means. 

His experience was varied. At 
one time he headed a lumber con
cern at Corni ng; at another he 
founded and edited a paper, the 
Corning Courier. In 1904 he 
moved to Prairie Grove to take 
charge of the Christian Church 
here. At all times he was inter
ested in agriculture. and his 
hobby was to promote better 
liVing conditions for rural 
people. 

His interest in farm work and 
workers attracted the attention 
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of the Farm Extension Bureau of 
one of the biggest harvester 
companies in the world. They 
showed him where he could serve 
the farmer at a worthwhile 
salary with the entire United 
States his field. He accepted 
the job and mixed better farming 
on a big scale, with his 
religion, although he continued 
to preach. 

He was president of the 
Arkansas Farm Bureau for many 
year:3. II My headquarters are in 
Chicago" (with International 
Harvester Company Farm Life 
Extensi on Bureau) he sai d once 

when discussing his wor-k , "but 
my horne is still in a cave in 
the country,lI 

Mr. and Mrs. Mobley had five 
sons, Harry. Clabourn, Charley 
A., Roe and George. 

H. S. Mobley, 76, died June 
7, 1946, and was buried in Sharp 
Cemetery south of Prairie Grove. 
Mrs. Mobley died in 1956 and was 
also buried in Sharp Cemetery. 

Two daughters-in-law, Mrs. 
Roe Mobley and Mrs. Charley Mob
ley, still live in Prairie 
Grove. 

JOHN HERMAN ZELLNER 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
January 22, 1953) 

J, Herman Zellner, son of 
W. E. and Mary Polson Zellner, 
was born at Viney Grove, May 18, 
1868. He was married to Miss 
Betty Pye a tt on October 28, 
1891. To this union was born one 
daughter, Ju 1 i a , who married 
Mack F. Thompson September 16, 
1920. 

Z~llner was a member of the 
Board of Galloway College from 
1910 to 1920, and was an organ
1 z e r , and f or many year:3 a 
trustee of the Valley Springs 
Training School. In addition to 
hi:3 church work, he was active 
in civic affairs, serving on the 
local school board for a number 
of years. He waS president of 
the local First National Bank, 
general manager of the Sou thern 
Mercantile Company, and was 

interested in I umber yards and 
other mercantile stores. He also 
had extensive farming interests. 

He attended and was a member 
of the North Arkansas Conference 
of the Methodist Church from the 

Four generations of Zellner family. Lefl 10 
Righi: flary Rnn Zellner vi Ih Bann Thompson 
seeted on her lap, Julia Zellner tncepson, 
Herman Fran' I in Thompson, and John Herman 
Zellner. t Ibonpson Ptioto) 

time he u ui t8d w i th t.he (: hUTCh 
un~il his health j-8iled in 1947, 

Me Zellner died January 24, 
1953. Funeral a.e r- v t c e-s were held 
from tlle Frdlrie Grove Metholiist 
Chu rc h ctnd burial was in the 
Loc.e I ,·:emetery. M:-'~. Ze.Lk ne r 
died Augu::;t 7, 1959 and was ,-~lso 

buried in the Prairie C;'ruve 
Cemetery. 

PRAIRIE GROVE CABINET MAYER 
AND SKILLED CRAFTSMAN 

cpr-e i r l e Grove Enterpri.se, 
November 20, 1941) 

In a dust-covered shop behind 
the offices of Justice of the 
Peace J. L. McConne 11 and Dr. 
F. "I. Bodurtha, James Abraham 
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Geiger works happily at the job 
he has worked at since he was 
sixteen, with intermissions in 
which he took up farming and 
carpentering. 

He is a cabinetmaker of the 
first order. His woodworking 
came as a sort of a hobby at 
first, but for the past twenty 
years he has made ita steady 
job. "Farming is all right, I 
like it," he drawled, "but I be
lieve I like carpentering and 
cabinetmaking the best. II 

Mr. Geiger was born 67 years 
ago right across the Petit Jean 
River from Havana, Arkansas, 
nin~ miles from Danville, the 

/, ~, 6,iger in his Cab1n,1 Shop in downlown 
rreir:» srove, Th' bU1ld1ng 1S IJQW pari elf the 
Fa"lns & IInchanls 8ank. 

rH. No,1Ier Pholo) 

county seat. His father was a 
mechanic. "Orie of the real old 
precision kind, who has to have 
everything exactly right." It 
was then that Jim started 
working with tools. He has never 
served an apprenticeship or had 
a teacher to help him learn the 
trade. "It's just instinct, I 
guess, " he said. Instinct or 
not, he can make anything out of 
wood, iron, or steel, from 
pocket knives to houses, 

He worked wi th his father as 
a machinist for a long time, but 
he didn't "hanker" for that kind 
of work. He was young in the 
days when cotton gins were fed 
by hand and he stood many an 
hour on a box so he could reach 
the bin where the cotton was and 
fed the gin. "That was too 

confining and dirty." 
Mr, Gelger has worked twenty 

years in Prairie Grove and has 
added to the 51z8 of the town 
considerably. He has built over 
a hundred houses in his life
time. 

He hasn't made "qUite all" of 
the furni ture in the Ge iger 
home, He has doll furni ture 
ready for Christmas that would 
gladden the heart of any grown 
up. He can furnish an entire 
house, as he has done for Mr. 
and Mrs. VI, E. N. Phillips. The 
walnut wood was brought from 
Madison County, and Mr. Geiger 
turned out bedroom suites, a 
dining room suite and living 
room furniture. He even does the 
upholstery. 

When he was twenty-seven, he 
moved to Booneville and married 
Miss Mammie Florence in 1897. 
They moved to Prairie Grove in 
1922, 

Fi ve chi Idren are now 1 i vi ng 
as this history is being pre
pared. They are: Mrs. Edna Swint 
of Booneville, Arkansasi Persh
ing Geiger of Casper, Vlyoming; 
Jimmie Bell (Mrs. Owen) Delap, 
Helen (Mrs. Reid) Noeller, and 
Rachel (Mrs. Leonard) Maxey, all 
(If Prairie Grove. 

MI. Ge iger died in June, 1962, 
and Mrs. Geiger in May, 1972. 
Th8Y are buried in the Prairie 
Grove Cemetery. 

.jIM PARKS AND THE 
PRAIRIE GROVE TELEPHONE CD, 

(By Earnie Dean, 
September 27, 1956) 

Turn-crank telephones, like 
steam locomotives, are fast dis
appearing from the Arkansas 
scene, So are many of the men 
who "knew them when. n 

But J. C, <Jim) Parks of 
Prairie Grove, said to be the 
oldest independent telephone 
company owner in Arkansas, is 
still very much alive and up to 
his ears in the "number, please" 
business. 

Mr. Parks well remembers when 
there was only one telephone in 
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Prairie Grove, hooked up by a 
single line to Fayetteville some 
15 miles away. And he has vi vid 
recollections of personally 
operating the Prairie Grove ex
change that came some years 
later. 

His stepfather, L. C. McCor
mick, and his father-in-law, Dr. 
E. G. McCormick, pioneered in 
the telephone business in 
Prairie Grove. Mr. Parks says 
there are no records of when the 
first line was installed in the 
town, but he does know from 
ex i s t i ng records that the year 
was prior to 1888. CIhe first 
telephone in Arkansas was in
stalled in Little Rock in 1879, 
only three years after it was 
invented. ) 

Mr. Parks went to work on the 
Prairie Grove switchboard in 
1901, as a 24-hour-a-day 
"central, II serving some 30 
customers, 

Now he and his three sons own 
the Prairie Grove Telephone Co. 
that serves--with dial equip
ment--some 1,300 customers in 
Prairie Grove, Lincoln, Cane 
Hill, Du t c h Mi l Lss , C i nc i n no. t i , 
Morrow and Farmington. 

The telephone, simple as it 
was by todav' s stanrlards. con
fused many folks in the early 
days. 

Mr. Parks recalled a hillside 
farmer who talked over the 
Prairie Grove-Fayetteville line 
for the first time and who asked 
in amazement, !lDoes that little 
wire holler"?" 

The customer didn't always 
come first in those times. One 
rural community operator used to 
notify the Prairie Grove office 
that "my board will be closed 
about an hour while I hoe in the 
garden ... 

Even t oda y ' s operators get a 
bit mixed up, he confessed. One 
of his women employees told him 
the other day. "I made the wrong 
mistake." 

Jim Parks, gray-headed, 
wri nkled of face and with eyes 
that sparkle when he makes an 
arousing poi n t , operates one of 
the 230 telephone exchangps in 

Arkansas that are called, tor 
want of a better word lUi nde
pendent. II 

An independent exchange i '=, 
one that is not owned by the 
nationwide Bell System. 

Of some 318,000 telephones in 
operation in Arkansas at the 
last count, independent ex
changes listed approximately 
80,000 "stations·· as the trad~ 
calls a phone outlet. Bell 
serves larger communities gener
ally, although this does not 
hold entirely true. The inde
pendents serve smaller ':-ommuni
ties for the most part. 

cFrA t ri e (3rC!~'t.::J En terpr i ee-,
 
Nove mbe : _)(1, I ~.I_-'·~;)
 

Dr. Fred Mc-Cui-=+:ion wa::_, l)CJI" 1" 

in SulphlJl City, AI-kaflSaS" 

AU8u·~t .lL, 1893, tIle ,::::,011 o f th~ 

Rev, and MI'::--', John l;L~C"-li.s1. i rm , 
and e.pe n t bis you t.h in PJ airie. 
Grove where he a t ' l:-~!jded pllL'li\
e.c.hoo j HI--= gr,1...::1uat.::-,-j f r c m 

He nd r Lx Co l Le g e in C(;lH-../ay t u 
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1919 with a Bachelor of Science 
deg,'ee; and from Peabody College 
i n 1922 wi th a Master of Arts 
degree. His Doctor of Philosophy 
degree was conferred in June, 
1939. He was a graduate student 
at Harvard in 1928, at Yale in 
1934 and 1937, and the Uni ver
sity of London in 1937. 

Dr. McCuistion's pr o f es.e i ona I 
car eer began 0.:3 high school 
principal at Lonoke, and 
superintendent of Ashley county 
sr_llool'~ at Ha mbu rg • Arkansas. In 
1925 he was appoiTlted State Di
r e c.t.o: of Negro Ed uca r.Lo n in 

Or,� fred IfcCuHlJon 

Arkansas and '3erved until 1930. 
Fr-orn 1931-3B he w~s executive 
agent, of tJll?- Southern Associ
atJon of Colle~es and Secondary 
S~hl)()ls in N0shville. 

H~ serve,j in the U.S. Air 
Force fur fifteen months during 
World Wdr I. He was a member of 
the National Education Associ
a.tion; of the National Ad v i sso r y 
Commission on the Education of 
the Negro; and was a Phi Delta 
Kappa. 

Dr. McCuistion was married to 
thl-' former Miss Madge Haslett of 
Little Rock on November 20, 

1927. They lived in various 
places in Arkansas and in New 
York City, before moving to 
Prairie Grove in 1950. They pur
chased a lovely old house on 
West Bush Street which they re
stored for a retirement home, 

Dr, McCuistion was active in 
the development of Prairie Grove 
Battlefield Park. He located the 
(lId log buildings which were 
moved piece-by-piec8 and re
stored as the Latta House and 
Barn, and Vineyard Village. His 
love for pioneer log structures 
led him to have a log cabin 
moved log-by-log to his back 
yard and restored as a guest 
cottage. 

In 1953 Dr. McCuistion re
tired from the General Education 
Board of the Rockefeller Founda
tion, He continued on a part
time basis with the Southern 
Education p ou noa-t i o n of Atlanta 
until 1959 when he and Mrs. 
McCui:3tion retired to their 
Prairie Grove home. Dr. McCuis
tion died here in 1969 and was 
buried in tIle Prairie Grove 
Cemetery, Mrs. McCuistion con
tinues to make Prairie Grove her 
horne, 

J, FRANK HOLMES 

J. Frank Holmes, former mayor 
of Prairie Grove a.nd member of 
the Arkansas House of Represent
ative.s, was a native of Georgia 
and carne to Pr-airie Grove in 
1931. He was elected mayor of 
Prairie Grove in 1932 and was 
instrumental in construction of 
the Prairie Grove water and 
Sewer Systems. He was also 
active in the establishment of 
the Prajr"ie Grove Library. 

Ho l mes was elected Mayor of 
Prairie Grove in 1932 and served 
until 1941 when he resigned to 
become a member of the Genera 1 
Assembly of Arkansas where he 
worked untiringly for the best 
interests of Northwest Arkansas. 
Holmes again served as Prairie 
Grove� Mayor in 1946 and 1947. 

He was educated as a lawyer 
and spent a Dumber of years at 
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the bar in his home state of 
Georgia. He also studied for the 
mi n i st r y and was actively 
engaged in church work, serving 
lengthy pastorates at the Chris
tian churches in Jasper, Ala
bama; Belton and Ivanho, Texas, 

During World War I he served 
as a member of the Speakers Bur
eau with headquarters in Kansas 
City and traveled extensively in 
the South in the interest of 
bond drives. After the close of 
the war, he married Anna James 
Hoover of Prail-is Grove and 
adopted this state as his home. 

HR was d 32nd degree Mason, a 
member of t he local Masonic 
Lodge; a member of the Lincoln 
IOOF Lodge; the county Bar 
A~so(~iation; Farm Bureau, and 
president of the Prai r j e Grove 
Lions Club. 

J, Frank Holmes died Jun~ 27, 
1947 and f u o e r e I service::; were 
held at 1~he Christian Church 
with burial in the Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

u NeDlN EDWARD MAIJP IN 

Lincoln Edward Maupin was 
born in RlJckingha.m County, Vir
ginia, April 30, 1851, the son 
of A. L. and Ernm- C,mpb'oll 
Maupin. He moved wi th bi.2. .family 

****+.* 

Grodudting Clsss of the rrsir i» Brov» High 
stboo! I~Ol-0S, 8u/' row, L~ft to Right: Eswin 
Shdrp, iet« tsvlor, Allen 8Id*~aore, Johnnie 
Priscilld Oedn IIdgruder: Seated: AIMd ssoaer», 
Dr, J, H, Cdldw~ll end IIdud~ 6redthous~ IlIrs, 
Porter Pittmanl 

IP, G, Library Photo) 

to Prairie Grove in 1903 and lo
cated at "The Oaks" west of 
Prairie Grove where he lived un
til a few months before his 
death. 

He was married to Miss Madge 
Lake at Pawnee, Oklahoma, Janu
ary 10, 1911. Their home "The 
Oaks," west of Prairie Grove, 
was the center of social activ
ity and a tradition of fine 
living, courtesy and hospi
tality. 

Mr. Maupi n made a large con
tribution to the development of 
Washington County, particularly 
in the field of getting elec
trici ty to the rural areas. He 
was chairman of a group who 
signed up enough farmers to as
sure organization of Ozarks 
Electric Coop Corp., and was a 
member of the board of directors 
in 1935 when the cooperative ob
tained its first Rural Electri
fication loan. He 1 ived to see 
OZdrks Electri,: grow to a mem
ber ship of 13,000 serving five 
counties in Arkansas and four in 
Oklahoma. 

Because of failing heaP,h Mr. 
and Mrs. Maupin moved to 
Hou-, t on, Texas, in the ear I y 
'60s to be with their son, Frank 
Lake Maupin. L. E. Maupin died 
in Houston January 5, 1965. Fun
eral services were held at the 
Prai.rie Grove Methodist Church 
with burial in Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

Mrs. Maupin was also living 
in Houston when she died Septem
ber 8, 1977. The body was re
turned to Prairie Grove for 
services and interment. Their 
son, Frank, died at Fayetteville 
in May, 1957, and burial was in 
Prairie Grove. 

****** 
In 1911 the Prairie Grove 

Herald received from the Census 
Bureau at Washington, a state
ment giving the population of 
Prairie Grove township, i ncl u d-r
i ng the town of Pra i ri e Grove, 
as 1,546. The town had 774 resi 
dents and the balance of the 
township had 772. 
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ANNA JANES HOOVER HOLNES OORNAN
 

Anna James Hoover attended 
school in Prairie Grove and in 
Houston, Texas, where she stayed 
with an aunt. When she returned 
to Prairie Grove she taught at 
Prairie View--the beginning of 
her long teaching career. While 
teachi ng there she stayed wi th 
various families and spent the 
weekends with her mother. She 
also taught at Viney Grove, at 
Huntington, and Little Rock, AR. 

It was on a train trip to 
Prairie Grove from Little Rock 

~nnil James HMver Hollies Dorman 
(If. $harp Ph,'/,''! 

that she met J. Frank Holmes. By 
the time they reached Prairie 
Grove, he had asked her to marry 
him and she accepted. They mar
ried in 1919, and she accom
panied hi~ on many trips, help
ing In hIS various activities 
from selling war bonds to hold-' 
ing evangelistic meetings. She 
was an accomplished musician and 
song-leader and used her talents 
in the work. 

They always returned to their 
home on Holmes Street in Prairie 

Grove. Mr. Holmes, who was a 
lawyer, served as mayor of 
Prairie Grove, as State Repre
sentative, as a minister of the 
Christian Church and was active 
in community work in Prairie 
Grove for many years. 

Anna Holmes held various 
positions in the Prairie Grove 
School System. She served as 
school librarian, taught in the 
high school, directed class 
plays, and was elementary school 
principal for a number of years. 

She was a member of the 
Prairie Grove Woman's Club and 
served as its president in 1933
34. She was a member of the 
Prairie Grove Chapter, Order of 
the Eastern Star, and a past 
worthy matron. She was affili 
ated with the Arkansas 
Association of Uni versi ty Women 
and the Washington County 
Retired Teachers Association. 

As a member of the First 
Christian Church, she was active 
in church work and played piano 
and organ. She gave an electric 
organ to the church. 

During her teaching career, 
she attended the Uni versi ty of 
Arkansas and received her degree 
in Education. She taught school 
for 41 years, 32 years in the 
Prairie Grove School District. 

After her ret irement from 
teaching she worked at th 
Washington County Library. e 

She was a tireless worker for 
the Prairie Grove Library and 
served as librarian for many 
years after she retired from 
teaching. In recognition of her 
many services to the library and 
to the people of Prairie Grove 
the library was named the Ann~ 
Holmes Dorman Public Library. 

She married Maynard A. Dorman 
in January 1966. He died Novem
ber 6, 1974. Anna James Hoover 
Holmes Dorman died in 1986 and 
is 
Ce

buried 
metery. 

in the 

****** 

Prairie Grove 

If you want a first class 
cigar, call at the Post-office. 

<Prairie Grove News, 
8-22-1885) 
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J, L, McCONNELL J, O. BAIN 

J. L. (J ohn Leander) McCon
nell was born May 5, 1861, at 
Owensburg, North Carolina. With 
his widowed mother and family he 
moved to West Fork-Hogeye com
munity about 1882. He taught in 
area schools for several years 
and married Edmonia Elizabeth 
Curtis of West Fork on February 
9, 1885. He purchased a grocery 

J, L, (him) !fcC"nnell and ,lIfe 
(Lh~yd I1cConnel1 Ph~'to) 

store at Sulphur, and became 
postmaster about 1896. 

When he moved to Prairie 
Grove in 1913 he became cashier 
of the Farmers State Bank. Eu
gene Cole was the other person 
employed in the bank as book
keeper at that time. 

He later worked at the 
Southern Mercantile Co. as man
ager of the Grocery Department. 
He then entered the produce and 
insurance business for several 
years. 

J. L. McConne 11 served as 
Mayor of Prairie Grove in 1919, 
1930, 1931 and 1932 and was a 
member of the Prairie Grove 
School Board for many years, 
often as president of the Board. 
He was a Notary Public and 
Justice of the Peace in Prairie 
Grove for some seventy years. 

McConnell died in November, 
1944 and his wife died in Oc
tober, 1943, A son, Lloyd McCon
nell, lives in Fayetteville. 

J. O. Ba i n , as a young man, 
j oi ned two other young men of 
Prairie Grove, went to Colorado 
and took up a homestead near 
Greeley. Later Bain traded his 
homestead for a farm at Apple 
Hill and began his business 
career in Prairie Grove. 

In the early 1930s Bain was 
connected with his father-in
law, John Carl, in the Banner 
Grocery and Hardware. Later he 
established the Southland Oil 
Co, Service Station east of the 
old John Carl home on West Bu
chanon Street. 

Ba n au c o ne e ri was also an t t 
and real estate dealer, 

The following article was 
taken from the Prairie Grove 
Enterprise, March 24, 1938: 

"Several i mpr-o vame nt.e have 
been made at the Southland Fill
ing Station and at the ma.nager 
J, 0, Bain1s home. 

II A new gasol i ne pump has been 
placed at the station and two 
old pumps have been repainted. A 
new cement island has been laid, 
and new lights put up on the 
dri ve , 

"The Bai n home, one of the 
oldest in the communi ty, has 
been partly repainted on the 
outside. 'When John O. Parks 
moved into the house. about a 
half-century a.go, it contained 
one room, a ceiled upstairs and 
a lean-to kitchen. Later John 
Carl added rooms on the front 
and, still later built the south 
wing containing the kitchen and 
dining room. Mrs. Effie Carl 
Bain was reared in the house and 
with the exception of the first 
few years has spent her married 
life there. It 

In 1944 Bain retired and sold 
the station and home, They moved 
to the John Carl Property on Bu
chanan and Pittman. This horne 
was later torn down to make room 
for a parking lot for Dillon's 
Grocery. 

J. O. Bain died January e, 
1956, and his wife, Effie, died 
December 3, 1965. Both are 
buried in Prairie Grove Ceme
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tery. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bain had two 

of Springdale,50n~, Tom Bain 
and Dr. Calvin Bain of Bella 

Vista. 

DELFORO ERNEST RIEFF 

Delford Ernest Rieff was born 
on a farm south of Prairie 
Grove, near Strickler, on Oc
tober 2, 1909, the son of Clin
ton Wade Rieff and Eunice 
McBride Rieff. He received his 
early education at a non-denomi
national Christian school held 
at Zinnaman, which was attended 
by students from other nearby 
areas. 

He at tended the Fayet tevi lle 
Business College prior to enter
ing the banking business and 
since that time has had special 
training in Commercial Banking 
dlld Bank Organization and Opera
tion, as well as other courses 
offered by the Arkansas Bankers 
Association and the University 
of Ar ka ns.es . 

He joined the staff of the 
Farmers and Merchants Bank of 
Prairie Grove in 1929. In 1932 
he bec.=tme assistant cashier and 
in 1938 Rieff was made cashier. 
In 1951 he was elected president 
arid served in this capacity 
until 1980 at which time he was 
elected Chairman of the Board, 
and still serves in this 
c e pe c L t v . 

Rieff has been active in 
civic work. He was elected 
TI'easurer of the City of Prairie 
Grove in 1933 and in the late 
130s he was elected to the City 
Council where he served for some 
thirty years. He served on the 
Prairie Grove School Board for a 
number of years, was a member of 
the Washington County Fair 
Bo.e r d , the Washington County 
Democratic Central Committee, 
the washington County Election 
Commission , and the Washington 
County Hospital Board of 
Trustees. 

He is a member of the Prairie 
Grove United Methodist Church 
and served as its treasurer for 
many years. He is a member of 

Occidental Lodge No. 436, having 
served as Worshipful Master, 
tre~surer ~nd trustee. He w~6 

also a member of th~ Battlefield 
Park Commission and a charter 
member of the Prairie Grove 
Lions club. 

Rieff has long been a strong 
supporter of the Soi 1 Conserva
tion program and in 1966 was 
appointed to serve on the Wash

0, t, Ri~ff visits wlth Paul ~, vouber, 
F~d~ral R~s~rv~ B"ard ChaJrman, at an ~rkansas 

Banlws' Seminar held in Fayettevill~ in ~ugust 

1983, (Ruff Ph"t,'''' 

ington County Soil Conservation 
Commis:sion. He has been re
appointed every three years 
since that time. 

In 1933 he assisted the 
Arkansas State Park System in 
making Devil's Den a State Park. 
He also was instrumental in se
curing land for a CCC Camp at 
Devil's Den in 1932. From 1933 
until 1939 hundreds of young men 
worked to clear the landscape, 
build roads, build a dam and 
construct cabins and camp areas. 
Devil's Den is now one of the 
outstanding natural parks in the 
State. 

On June 27, 1935 De1ford E. 
Rieff married Miss Mamie Edmis
ton, a teacher in the Prairie 
Grove High School. They have one 
son, James Clinton Rieff, who 
was born December 26, 1939. Jim 
and Susan Moore Rieff have two 
daughters, Leslie and Barbara. 

Jim Rieff is now president of 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank. 
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DR, HERBERT EARL BUCHANAN 

Dr. Herbert Earl Buchanan, a 
well-known educator, and his 
wife, the former Ada Tilley, are 
the last of the Tilley heritage 
to occupy the historic house, 
presently known as Cloverdale 
Farm, The place is located about 
five miles west of Prairie Grove 
on the Rheas Mill road, Mrs. 
Buchanan's grandfather, John 
Tilley, Jr. built the ante
bellum mansion around 1855. 

Dr. and Mrs. Buchanan 
acquired the house in 1950 after 
Dr. Buchanan retired with 52 
years in the teaching profes
sion. He enrolled in the Uni
ve r-sst ty of Arkansas at the age 
of fourteen and graduated in 
1902, He received his Ph. D, de
gree from the University of Chi
cago in 1909, and later taught 
in several states. He, at one 
time, served as interim 
president of the College of the 
Ozarks at Clarksville, 

J ames Al bert Buchanan, father 
of H, E. Buchanan, was born in 
1844 and was a student at Cane 
Hill College when the Civil 'I1ar 
broke out. He joined the Confed
erate army just after the Battle 
of Pea Ridge and was in Capt. 
F. R, Earl's Company. 

Dr. Buchanan died January 17, 
1974 at the age of 94. Mrs. Bu
chanan died in 1976 at the age 
of 97. 

The Bu c henantss son, John A. 
and his wife, Marjorie, formerly 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, are 
now in charge of t.he farm and 
divide their time between their 
retirement home, at Butterfield 
Village in Fayetteville, and the 
farm. 

HUGH ADAM BEEKS 

Hugh Adam Beeks, son of Tiff 
and Lillie Beeks, operated a 
blacksmith shop at the southeast 
corner of Mock and Cleveland 
Streets from 1943 to 1958. 

In 1942 Hugh went to work for 
John Reynolds' Blacksmith Shop. 
In a few months he bought the 
business and moved his family 

from the Prairie View Community 
to Prairie Grove. The family 
home was adj acent to the shop 
property, This was handy for the 
farmers who brought broken 
equipment to be fixed. Many 

Hugh Beeks ~ith hunting dogs 
(B, Bell Photo) 

times Beeks would be interrupted 
as he ate lunch or after he had 
closed the shop for the day. 
Farm equ i pment does not neces
sarily break during business 
hours! 

The family consisted of Hugh 
Beeks, his wife Ortha, and their 
three children, Donnie, Billy 
Hugh (Buster) and Betty. 

Area farmers depended on him 
to shoe their horses and repair 
farm equipment, from fixing 
wagon tongues to wagon wheels, 
He also built wagons. His 
brother, Ivy Beeks, has a wagon 
Hugh built for their Dad in 
1942, which he has driven in the 
Springdale Rodeo Parade. It was 
a prize winner in that parade in 
1987. 

He made and repaired garden 
plows, made flat-bottom boats, 
and in the late '40s he made one 
of the first hay elevators in 
the country. He made and sold 
several in the next few years. 

During 'I1orld 'I1ar I I he made 
several knives to be carried by 
local boys overseas, One such 
kni f e , made f or Vii Iford Thomp
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son, now belongs to Tyler Bell, 
a grandson of Hugh Beeks, a gift 
to Tyler from Wilford. 

«n: te made by Hugh Beeks and given fa ~ilfard 

TflL1l1ps~"n before he ven: i nto service. Thamps,'n, 
1/7 turn! gave it to Tyler Bell, a grands,," of 
Beeks I, (B. BeII Photo) 

Hugh Beeks liked all sports, 
from basketball and baseball to 
hunting and fishing. His 
favorite was quail hunting. As 
an extension of this hobby he 
r~ised ~nd tr~ined ch~mpion bird 
dogs, and restored guns. He had 
quite a collection of guns, one 
of which was an old black-powder 
muzzle-loader with a barrel lI a 
mile long,U 

During the late '40s and '50s 
Orville Beeks, a cousin worked 
with Hugh in the blacksmith 
shop. 

One of the many memories of 
the Beeks children of their Dad, 
is of him standing at the big 
forge, heating the metal he was 
working on to a red hot--knowing 
just when it was the right 
temperature to shape and mold. 
He would hammer, bend it, and 
when it was just right he would 
douse it into a big wooden tub 
of water to help cool it. The 
forge was fired by coal and 
there was always a pile of coal 
just outside the door. 

In 1958 Hugh closed the shop 
and went to work for Kelley Can
ni ng Company, in charge of 
maintenance. His expertise in 
welding and his inventive nature 
made him of much value to the 
company and to Johnny Kelley, 
owner. 

In early December 1960, while 
quail hunting with his son, 
Buster, he suffered a heart 
attack. He died two weeks later 
on December 17th and was buried 
in the Prairie Grove Cemetery. 

PRAIRIE GROVE'S ONLY NEGRO 
RESIDENT IS PROvIDED AHD~E 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 1948) 

Charlie Wilson, Prairie 
Grovels only negro citizen, was 
made very happy last week when 
his friends and local 
businessmen raised a fund to 
pr-o v t de a home where CharI1e can 
spend the rest of his life. 

Mr. a nd Mrs. Oscar Ba i n made 
available a building at the back 
of their property to be made 
into a comfortable room for the 
91-year-old negro. The building 
is being re-roofed along with 
other improvements to make it 
comfortable for him. Herschel 
Clark, local jeweler, was 
assisted by Rev. G. C. Bidwell 
and Sam McKnight in raising the 
necessary funds. 

(The J. O. Bai n home was the 
two-story house which was moved 
back to make the first Dillon's 
parking lot and has since been 
torn down for the new Dillon 
Store. In 1945 this house faced 
Buchanan Street at the corner of 
Pittman and Buchanan. ) 

During the past several 
months CharI1e has been unable 
to work because of advanced age 
and failing eyesight. His only 
income is a small old-age 
pension. 

Charlie' 5 one great passtime 
is going from business house to 
business house playing his har
monica. He likes to tell stories 
of his younger days when he was 
sometimes up most of the night 
playing the "shoddish" and 
waltzes for good old southern 
dances. He also spent a lot of 
time in his later years washing 
windows for local businesses 1150 

clean you might walk through 
them," he said. He also rendered 
lard for ladies of the town, 
"never burning a cracklin'," so 

96
 



he	 said. 
Charlie was Prairie Grove's 

1\ most unforgetable character. II 

Chulie ilIi lsot: (41, ThoAipson Photo) 

DEATH cLAIMS PRAIRIE GROVE'S 
ONLY NEGRO CITIZEN IN 1350 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise! 1950) 

By Mayor Frank Riggall 

When Charlie Wilson, Prairie 
Grove's only nesro resident 
passed away Friday night, June 
9 J 1950, a link with t~he past 
was broken for Prairie Grove. 
Charlie Wilson, his brother, 
Neal, and a sister, Doshe, were 
raised on the William Wilson 
place five miles northwest of 
Prairie Grove. His mother was 
named Edie, Charlie was born 
alJout 1859. Nothing is known of 
his father, and as was common 
the children took the name of 
the owner of the place where 
they were born. 

The emancipation of the' 
slaves brought troubled condi
tions. The South was poor. No 
adequate wage scale for negros 
was worked out I and nei ther 
freed slaves nor ex-owners knew 
just what to do. The Wilson and 
West slaves went on foot to Van 
Buren, When Edie reached the 
j unction of the farm lane and 
the road, she told her children 
to go back to the Wilson home, a 
half-mile from where they were 
standin~. She told the children 

that the Wilson family would 
take care of them--and they did! 

This was not a cruel I hard
hearted acton Edi e' ,'3 part. It 
was a matter of getting the best 
she could for her children. In 
those difficult times she COUld, 
and did, look after herself, but 
to look after three children in 
addition might have been an in
tolerable bu rde n . Edie found 
employment with the editor of a 
newspaper in Van Buren and 
r-e rua t ned with thb; family until 
h e i death. 

Cl1,~rlie Wilson's sister-, 
Doshe, died in her teens. His 
brother, Neal, died j n manhood, 
but Charlie remained with the 
Wilson f e rai Ly t or ma n y yl'::,ars, 
living in the "big hou s e " u r. t t I 
he was ma r-r-Le d to Be\=kYJ and 
after his marriage he j Lve d in ,"3 

house on the farm. Af-ter Becky 
pas'::;"ed away Cher Lt e -spe n t. 
several years working f o r th~ 

Blockburn re m: Ly J occ-e s.co noLl y 
going back to thl':~ 'WilsQIl'-~1 Llr tCJ 
Mr·s. 'Will Cunninsham's, 

Lette! he move-d in1:o Pr-a i r t e 
Gr"ove. He was honest ancl a good 
worker, but liked to wurk on i y 
fur the old settlers in the 

Charley ilIilson, Jet]: «ilson ana /lats"n 

41oody, tak~" at old ilIi lson haRle, 
(C vi lso» Ph"to) 

valley. He was of a happy tem
perment and unt i 1 a few years 
ago, liked to play his mouth 
organ for his amusement and that 
of others. As he grew older and 
less able to work he had supreme 
trust and confidence in the 

97 



ability and willingness of the 
"white folks" to look after him 
in his declining years. This 
trust was well-founded. Loving 
care was bestowed on him and 
al though blind and helpless, he 
maintained his cheerfulness and 
good humor to the end. "In as 
much as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my 
brother, ye have done it unto 
me." 

PERSHING GEIGER 

Pe r-e h t ng Geiger, son of the 
late Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Geiger, 
was born June 12, 1920 in Boone
ville, Arkansas and moved to 
Prairie Grove where he attended 
Prairie Grove Schools and lived 
until he joined the Marine Corps 
in 1940. After action in the 
Pacific theatI"e and being 
wounded twi ce he was discharp;ed 

Pel'5hl17g Geiger at IJJQJ'k, 

and returned to Prairie Grove. 
After a time he went to Cali

fornia where he met and married 
Miss Louise Wilson of Casper, 
Wyomi ng, the daughter of a pi 0

neer Casper area ranching 
fami ly 

They have lived in Casper for 
many years and Geiger has carved 
out ,~ cer-e e r- as a ne t t oria Ll y-: 
known sculptor. He has completed 
hundreds of sculptures, from 
small enough to be held in the 
hand to one almost twelve feet 
tall. 

His first work in heroic 
motif, "The Homesteader,lI is 
outside Guaranty F~jeral Savings 
and Loan in Casper. When 

Casper's massive Events Center 
was built in the early 1950s, 
Geiger was commissioned for the 
heroic statue of Casper's name
sake, Lt. Casper Collins, to 
grace the entranceway. Matching 
the massiveness of the Events 
Center, Geiger's Casper Collins 
looms 11 feet, five inches tall 
and 10 feet in length, and is 
mounted on a six-foot base. It 
is estimated to weigh two and a 
half tons. 

Like most bronze statues l 

Geiger's "Collins tl was cast in 
sections, the work done by a 
foundry in Colorado. The 
sections were welded together 
and the weld lines ground out. 
The entire project took 16 
months from the design to the 
f i n i sh. The pl aster mode 1 of the 
rearing Morgan stallion required 
nine months of Pershing's time, 
and is authentically detailed 
d cwn to the weapons, spurs, and 
cavalry accouterments. The like
ness of Collins came from an old 
pr.o t og r e pn . 

According to the magazine, 
"Horizons, 'I Geiger is one of the 
mo::=;t fortunate of humans. His 
career, from Arkansas farm boy 
and apprentice cabinetmaker 
under his master c ra f tssma n 
fatller) to a long and dangerous 
war as a twice-wounded Marine 
Raider, to his own cabinet work 
in Casper until he took the big, 
full-time art step in 1975, is 
an epic success story. 

Pershing and Louise Geiger 
Ihave two daughters Connie Nor

wood of Colorado Springs, Colo
rado, and Cheryl Gi llam of 
Caspe r . Wyomi ng. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

6r~up ~f high stboo! students. Ph~t~ tiken 
in /.9/4, (II, Alien Photo) 
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KE ITH L, BLACK 

Keith L, Black and his family 
moved to Northwest Arkansas from 
Northern New Mexico in the early 
spring of 1953, They brought 
wi th them a semi truck load of 

rell.h L, Black surroonded by his sculptures, 

ce t t l e , among which, were five 
fine Guernsey heifers. 

The two sons, Richard and 
Rus,sell, active in 4-H and FFA, 
used these Guernsey heifers to 
aid the family in establishing 
one of the top registered dairy 
herds in Arkansas. Not only did 
this prov i cte the basi s of the 
family living, but also, through 
the boys showing the cattle at 
county, district and state 
fairs, they gained scholarships 
which enabled them to both 
graduate from the Uni versi ty of 
Arkansas. 

When both sons were in the 
University, the family shifted 
from dairying back to a beef 
cattle operatlon. This enabled 
Keith to work a3 a carpenter and 
stone mason as he had previously 
done years ago in New Mexico. 

In 1976 he saw for the first 
time some wood SCUlptures by the 
late Willard Stone, the nation
ally famous Cherokee sculptor. 
This work inspired him to try it 
himself, and he was "hooked"! 

In recent years he has 
studied scul pture under Wi I lard 
Stone, of Oklahoma, and design 
and sculpture at the University 
of Arkansas under Professor 
Subrata Lahiri. He also attends 

the annual Art Show and Seminar 
at the National COWboy Hall of 
Fame and Western Heritage Center 
each year. 

His background or heritage 
being the ranching country of 
the West coupled with his 
association with the Mexican and 
Indian people of New MeXico, has 
been of immense value in his art 
work which can be found in pub
lic and private collections from 
Florida to New York to Cali
fornia, encompassing at least 20 
states. 

Keith L. Black, a native of 
Des Moines, New Mexico, raar-r-Le d 
Dorris McSpadden of Lubbock, 
Texas on October 6, 1940 in 
Lubbock, Dorris has been 
involved in 4-H Club work, FFA, 
PTA and other school activities, 
as well as church, community and 
civic endeavors, 

Their son Richard married 
Louise Alexander of Fayette
ville. He is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas with a 
B.A. in History, and a Master's 
in Education. He is on the 
teaching staff of Prairie Grove 
High School. Louise is Counselor 
of Elmdale Elementary School in 
Springdale. Both are active in 
the Arkansas Teachers' Associa
tion. 

Richard's children are: Keith 
Andrew Black of San Diego, Cali
fornia; and Cindy Deana (Mrs. 
Mitchell) Whitehouse, of Prairie 
Grove, 

The Black's second son, Rus
sell, received a B,S, degree in 
Agri Economics at the University 

***i:,:;,'k 

l tl inois Chapel Schl."'II."'I], Taken in IPIO. 

Oelletriu5 RaNsey, teftcher, fRdll15ey Photo) 
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of Arkansas. He married Brenda 
Sue Clem on June 4, 1966. Brenda 
h~8 ~ B,S, degree in English 
from the University of Arkansas. 

Following their marriage, 
Russell and Brenda joined the 
Peace Corps and served and 
worked in India. They now reside 
On their farm East of Prairie 
Grove and are partners in uW'est
wood Gardens and Landscapi ng 
Center" of Fayetteville. 

Brenda has served on the 
Board of Directors of Washington 
Regional Medical Center for nine 
years. She was appointed Chair
man of the Board in 1984, the 
first woman to have the honor of 
serving in this position. 

Russe 11 and Brenda I s sons 
are: John Stephen and Jeffrey 
Richard of the home. 

MARY JONES HUCKENS 
PRAIRIE GROVE ARTIST 

By Nary Huckins 

The first five years of my 
life were spent in the lush 
woods of the Northwest Arkansas 
hills southeast of Prairie Grove 
between Chester and Natural Dam, 
with my father and mother, Clyde 
and Fay Mongold Jones, and 
brothers and sisters, Betty, 
Willie and Leslie. We lived in a 
one-room log cabin with no 
running water and no 
electricity. My father trapped, 
hunted, fished and collected 
ginseng for a living, and my 
mother raised a garden in the 

Illinois Chapel School. Taken in 1914. lIollie 
Dean, teacher. 

(Ramsey Photo) 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

summer and canned and preserved 
food for the winter. My grand
mothers sewed qUilts and our 
clothes from pretty printed 
flour sacks. 

I t was these years of 1 i vi ng 
very close to the land and 
nature without ever seeing a 
town or city, that helped me 
develop a deep love and respect 
for all living things and their 
creator, along with an acute 
perception and sensitivity for 
color, shape and form. 

We moved to Prairie Grove in 
September of 1949 where my 
father farmed on the Dr. Jeff 
Baggett place just North of 
Battlefield Park. There the 
family increased to include my 
sister, Wanda. Then in 1958 we 
moved to the Baggett farm fi ve 
miles south of Prairie Grove 
where a sister, Jacki l and a 
brother, Doug, were barn. 

I was always drawing and 
painting when I could and during 
my twelve years in Prairie Grove 
schools I had the opportunity to 
use my art an the schaal news
paper and posters for various 
classes. I was especially 
encouraged to use my art by Miss 
Sarah Carl in first grade, and 
Mrs. Anna J. Dorman in sixth 
grade. 

After graduating from Prairie 
Grove High School I moved to 
California, went to work and 
then met and married James R. 
Huckins from Des Moines, Iowa. 
We have two sons, David and 
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Andrew, who also graduated from 
Prairie Grove High School. 

I enj oy the play of sensual 
1 ight on an obj ect and try to 
capture that sparkle on my can
vases. The finished painting 
should take the viewer into an 
exciting world of color and sub
ject. To capture the beauty and 
drama of color, light and 
shadow, whether itls an apple, a 
mountain, or a portrait, I 
always work from real life. 

(She studied painting at var
ious workshops throughout the 
world while traveling with her 
husband during his Navy career, 
including the Philippines, 
Hawaii, Japan and California. 
She has done a number of one
woman exhi bi ts recently and re
ceived a number of awards,) 

1956 MEMBERS OF BATTLEFIELD
 
MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
 

Prauie 6r<1Ve Battlefield Ifemorial Founda
tion meeting at the Park In 1956. Left to 
Right: Judge Ifaupin Cummings, ttu irsun, John 
Tyler Cald.ell, 1I of ~ president; Ifrs. L. E. 
Ifaupin, Ifrs. J. C. Parks, nr«, II. E. Broyles, 
R,'berl R. L,'gan, Or. Frank Riggall, J. R. 
Kennan, Ted lIorley, vsnt» Randolph, II. J. 
Lemke r Oonald Parks, Ed Broyles, Or. Fred 
sccotst io», 

(If. IftCuislian Photo) 
¥¥If¥¥¥ 

Prairie Grove Trades Day As
sociation and Junior Chamber of 
Commerce met January 29, 1942, 
and voted to join the Northwest 
Arkansas Chamber of Commerce. 
R. D. Bogart was selected as 
board member. 

PRAIRIE GROVE ~AN SERVES 
AS STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

John W. "Bill" Ramsey has 
represented parts of Washington 
and Crawford Counties (including 

f
 

Prairie Grove) in the Arkansas 
House of Representatives from 
1973 through the publication 
date of this book. 

Ramsey's legislative commit
tee assignments goi ng into the 
1989 session included chairman
ship of Public Transportation, 
as well as membership on Insur
ance and Commerce, Joint Budget, 
Joint Committee on Energy and 
Legislative Council. 

Ramsey served as city 
treasurer for Prairie Grove from 
1968 to 1972. He owned the Cres
cent Department Store in Prairie 
Grove from August 1, 1967 until 
June 1, 1955. After selling the 
store to Jim Reese, he founded 
Public Relations Consultants of 
Arkansas, with an office in 
Prairie Grove. 

Born July 30, 1934, the son 
of Dean and Grace Ramsey, he 
graduated from Prairie Grove 
High School in 1951, entered the 
Air Force and then completed a 
degree in marketing at the Uni
versity of Arkansas in 1959. 

He married the former Beth 
Vaught of Elkins and they had 
two daughters, Becky and Brenda. 
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Telephone Company
 

By Susan far1fs 

Since its incorporation on 
October 4, 1906, the Prairie 
Grove Telephone Company has 
remained family-owned and oper
ated to the present, Throughout 
the:3E! years, the Telephone Com
pany has served much of west 
Washington County, providing 
efficient and modern service to 
its subscribers. The central of
fice i~ located in Prairie Grove 
<population 1800) with four 
smaller offices in Lincoln, 

Fraine Brove Telephone Co, Central Office 
in tvo-storv bl/ilding on lIest BI/ch.n.n, Note 
<Ires p,sslng throl/gh «indo«, Telephone Comp.ny 
noved to new bl/lldlng on lIorth not« Street In 
/.~.'i3, 

(Forks f.Ali Ii' Photo I 

Farmi TIg ton j Morrow and Strick
ler, 

Telephone service in the 
Prairie Grove area was begun in 
1888 by Dr E. G. McCormick, who 
strung a wire from his office to 
his brother Yli lliam' s pharmacy. 
Later that year Dr, McCormick, 
'with the help of a Dr. Gladson 
and Jim McIlroy, established a 
line that ran from Fayetteville 
to Prairie Grove. This telephone 
line was reportedly one of the 
longest in the state of Arkansas 
at the time. I 

In 1906, Dr. McCormick, Wil
l iam McCormick, and M. M. 
Collier, a pharmacist in Prairie 
Grove who later moved to Fay
etteville, incorporated the 
Prairie Grove Telephone Company. 

At this time, the new utility 
was one of twa in the rural 
town. Their competitor, the 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Com
pany, was later bought out by 
the Prairie Grove Telephone 
stockholders. 

(Note: The Farmers Mutual 
Telephone Company was estab
lished in the early 1900s by a 
group of area farmers who rented 
a house on West Thurman Street 
for the switchboard. Mrs, Myrtle 
Beaty moved from Lincoln with 
her four children, and operated 
the switchboard. Mrs. Marion 
Shofner, a daughter, remembers 
working the switchboard when she 
was a teenager. Wanda Allen is a 
granddaughter of Mrs, Beaty.) 

One of the Telephone Com
pany'e first investments was to 
purchase a switchboard to direct 
the increasing number of calls. 
The central office was located 
in a small room on the second 
floor of a main str,=et building 
where a bundle of telephone 
wires came in through the wall. 
Once, an operator ventured near 
the wires to inspect what she 

ssrr», Oon.ld, ,1.mes fay .nd Joe Forks (/968.1 
(,I, Fori's Pnoto) 

thought was a new cable. Coming 
closer, the startled operator 
discovered a large black snake. '" 

One year later, James C. 
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Parks, Dr. McCormick's son-in
law, began working first as a 
switchboard operator, then 
became general manager and later 
president of the Prairie Grove 
Telephone Company. Due to Dr. 
McCormick's and Mr. Collier's 
own private businesses, Jim 
Per ks operated the Telephone 
Company until h iss death in 1958. 

As time passed, the Telephone 
Company's customers grew to 
several hUIldred. During the De
pression, however, that number 
rapidly d e c Lf n e d . Many customers 
returned their magneto (crank
style wall phones) until the 
t.e I e ph o ne e were lined up on 
either '3ide of the hallway in 
the main office. Jim Pa r kss 
never d Lec o n n ec Le cl a phone for 
non-payment, even after the 
Depression years had ended. 
Phone bill:3 were often paid with 
egg.s, vegetables, and an 
oco::a~3ional cow. Parks even co
::;igned a bank note that a Ll o we d 

Audi Bunes (lIilSlln.l it first s~ilchboud of 
Prifrfe Brove Telephone Compiny. /f, Pu,'s fs 
ft,nriing, 

(Sunes Photo) 

a customer to improve his farm, 
along with paying his phone 
bill. 

During World War II, t.ele~ 

phone service remained limited 
to a few hundred cU2.tomers, as 
people concentrated on the more 
important issues of rationing 
antj supporting their families. 
Yet .a t t e r- the war, de-mand for 
5ervice begdll to increase At 
this time, Jim Pe rkss ' twin e.o ns; , 
Pal"r'y and Donalrl, joined the 
Te I e ph one Company, i ne.t a 11 i n8 
t.e Le pbo nes , diggin3 postholes, 
and stringing wire. Like all be
ginner'3, the two YOlJnE': men 
learned the t.r-ede by ma k i ns mis
takes, Barry Parks r-ec a I Le d i n
~tallin8 a phone in wtlat he 
tllou8ht was the r Lg b t h ou ee : 
"The f e Ll ow who 80t it on l y m3dr-= 
01l~ ca.ll, a nd that was ro us, 
t ..;:; 1] j uS U:S to get t.b a t damn 
-1:.hi118 out of his hOU~3~." And 
disconnecting the wrcJng phone: 
"There wa s, a 1 ady r i g h t. there 
while I WdS do) ng it. She told 
m-: lat.t:=r that I looked 1 ike I 
Kn(:?w what I Wd'3 doing, so she 
-J Ld n ' t interrupt. ""-1 The youngest 
of Jim Parks' sons, Joe, also 
worked for the Telephone Company 
tro m 1947 t.o J951, when at 't h a t 
time he bGceptt:~d a. po::::.ition at 
!,11e Pr a i I j e Grove poss t off i ce. 

One of the first major 
problems the Telephone Company 
ensountered was an ice storm in 
January, 1949. Out of almost 
2,000 telephones abollt eighty
five remained in sse r-v Lc > . Prac
tically all phone lines were 
down after three da.ys of 
freezing rain, e Le e t. , and s.n ow . 
The wires were coated with 
layers of ice apprOXimately five 
or six inches in d t e me t.e r . With 
only three employees who worked 
the outside plant, the Telephone 
Company began hiring anyone they 
could find. "Yle even hired the 
town wino, n Barry Parks stated. 
"Matter of fact, as I recall, 
that'::3 when we found out he was 
a wino; nobody had evel- seen him 
sober before, 11'·_, Customers helped 
by working for nothing and some 
even made an advance payment on 
their b f L'l e. too finance repairs. 
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It took six weeks, Donald Parks 
remembered, to bring everything 
back to working order. 

Another challenge for the 
Telephone Company appeared in 
the late 1960s, when a feasibil
ity study was released which 
indicated the chances of small, 
rural telephone companies con
verting from multiple-party 
lines to single~party service. 
"It said they just couldn't do 
it, II said Barry Parks. It'We de
':ided to go ahead anyway. II". 

Like most utilities their 
size, Prairie Grove had many 
customers on the multiple
:service, or "party" lines. The 
majority of their customers were 
in favor of receiving a private 
line and helped the Telephone 

Old T~l~phone Building on Buchanan Street 
iV. ~llen Photo) 

Company any way they could. 
Donald Parks recalled, "Our 
customers realized that we had 
to keep the cost of the project 
down. If we didn't, it would 
show up in their rates. As a 
resu 1 t, we didn I t have to pay a 
penny for right-of-way, and I'd 
guess we went over the property 
of between 700 and 800 property 
owners. We even had people 
living on opposite sides of the 

road arguing who was going to 
get to give us their right-of
way ... 7 Thi s proj eet was 
completed in 1979, marking 

Prairi~ Grove tetephon« Company. North soc« 
street, 1.~88, iPark's Fa,uly Photo) 
Prairie Grove as the first tele
phone company in the e t e.:t.e to 
provide all private lines to 
their customers in a mul ti
eX.=hange company. 

ALso in 1979, the Prairie 
Grove Telephone Company con
verted to the Northern Telecom 
DMS-10 digital equipment from 
the older Stromberg XY central 
office switch, which allowed 
customer::;; the convenience of 
touch-tone and the benef i ts of 
call-waiting) call-forwarding, 
three-way calling, etc. The 
Telephone Company now has 
approximately 6000 customers and 
maintains two standard rates; 
$5,91 for one-party r-ee.Ld e n t i a I 
service and $11.91 for one-party 
businl2ss service. Twenty-six 
people are employed for outside 
plant and central office mainte
nance. 

Donald Parks' son David began 
working for the Telephone Com
pany in 1980 and is now its 
President, BarrYt who was Presi
dent beginning in 1958, is now 
Vice-President, and Donald is 
General Manager. From its incep
tion in 1888 t the Prairie Grove 
Telephone Company has remained 
in the McCormick and Parks fami
1 ies and is today the largest 
family-owned and operated tele
phone company in the state of 
Arkansas, continuing its policy 
of placing the customer's well
being as its first priority. 
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Utilities
 
PRAIRIE GROVE ELECTRIC
 
COMPANY FORMED IN 1915
 

(Excerpts from the book of 
minutes of the Company, owned by 

Mrs. Clyde Del ap. ) 

On Marcb 15, 1915. J. H. 
Zellner J. T. Carl, w3itet- Dcd :
sun, S. R. 'Wilson tl.llfl Mack 
Thompson met for the PUt-P(}C;'f:.~ o f 
or-g a n i z t ng c'l. Company to be .l rr-: 
corporat8lj J.al~e!- lh~ pur'puse of 
Sctid CUlTIpditY 1I""'11l8 to t i.-s.t.e l I a.ll 
elel~'tri,: :::-·'Y':::.tem to f u r u is.h elec
tricity fur electr), Li~ht~~, 

heat and pow~r to tt~ Lnhal, 
iLant·::,:> of t.In- \-~i.ty of F'r a i rt e
Glove, Arhan:~a:::,. 

J. H. Zelln'?.: call<:',j +,ltl:_' 
meet,irig to Older e r.d Wet:::' u nan l > 

mous.Ly \3lected temporary ClloiJ
rna n , Etnd Mack Thcnups.or: el~::-c'1-'" \ 
tempOJdry recordel It Wc1-;.. de
ci d-vd to elec t d presi d e n t. , vi c-e 
pr-e-s t de n-t , ~,t-:'(;retdry and 
tr~aSllrer, The followirlg were 
elected: J. H. Zellner, Presi
dent; Walter Dodson, ViGe-~Yesl-

Prairie srov« Band, 19M: Back so«, Jeft 10 
right: t.sp» NettJeship, Or, lIiJJ H. Ifock, 
Ernest sturdivsnt, J. C. Parks, If, If. Collier, 
Oren Brewster, Link Neese, Jill Nixon, OSCiJr 

reteen, Front Roo: Sam 
Baggett, Percy Cummings, 
scott; 

OilYis, Tom ssrt, Loyd 
CharJes Nixon and Hugh 
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denti S. R. Wilson, Secretary; 
J. T. Carl, Treasurer, Mack 
Thomp~on, Superintendent. 

PraLrie Grove Electric Co. 
was adopted as the name for the 
company, It was decided to sub
scribe $6,000,00 as follows: 
J. H. Zellner, $2,000.00; S, R. 
Wilson, $1,000,00; Walter Dod
son, $1,000.00; J. T. Carl, 
$1,000.00; Mack Thompson, 
$1,000,00 in working capital. 
Mr Thompson was to work for one 
year without Salal"y. 

LIGHT PLANT PROGRESSING 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
Ju ne 13, 1915) 

The Prairie Grove Electric 
Co. has purchased from J, Ed 
Rogers the old Cummings mill lot 
as a locdtion for th~ lJOwer 
house for the electric plalli and 
expe\::t in a few days to begin 

work on the building, which will 
be of brick. 

A large amount of supplies 
have already arrived and con
sidera.ble work has been done in 
the way of wiring houses. A car 
load of pules has arrived and 
the work of placing them will 
begin in a sllort time. 

The COTIlpany expects to be 
ready to turn on lights about 
July 1st. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT PLANT FIRST CLASS 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
September 2, 1915) 

Prairie Grove can now boast 
of having one of the best light 
plants in this part of the 
state. The plant is now com
pletely equipped and in opera
tion every night. 

Everything about the power 
house and entire system is first 
c Les,ss and of standard construc
tion. The engine that drives the 
dynamo is the latest pattern of 
Bes~emer crude oil burner dnd is 
aver y smooth runni ng piece of 
machinery. 

In 1920 the Prairie Grove 
Light Plant was under the 

Prairie Grove Electric Company stetenent to 
the Leader Store, dated January I, 1920, for 
the aMount of 13.10. II. N. "allison .as an 
employee of the Electric Company at that tille, 

(0. "al/is,m Pnot») 

management of Gose and Earl wi th 
Will Mattison, operator. L. C. 
McCormick was running the plant 
in 1925. 

LIGHT PLANT READY 
FOR OPERATING 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
August 19, 1915) 

The large engine for the 
Electric Light plant arrived 
here the latter part of last 
week, was moved to the light 
plant Monday. and by Wednesday 
afternoon had been connected up 
and was given a trial, and 
worked admirably. The engine is 
a new type of machine for these 
pa r ts . The fuel used is crude 
oi I . 

The light pl~nt is now ready 
for putting into operation with 
the exception of the main 
driving belt, which ha5 not yet 
arrived, but is expected every 
day now. With it5 arrival we may 
expect to have light5. 

PRAIRIE GROVE TO HAVE 
DAYLIGHT SERVICES 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
June 1, 1923) 

At a recent meeting of the 
directors of the Electric Light 
Company it we ss decided to start 
a twelve hour service. This is 
something we have all been want
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ing for some time and it will 
mean much to the business houses 
and residents to be able to run 
fans, motors, washing machines, 
vacuum cleaners, etc. 

Thts ~,ervice will begin the 
first of JUly. "Every day, in 
every way, wei re getting better 
and better." 

LOCAL POWER COMPANY SOLD 
TO SOUTHWEST POWER CD. 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
Jr[a rcb , 1925) 

Transactions were sOlnpleted 
Thursday night in which the 
acreage, plant, fixtures, hold
ings of the Pr a t r ie Grove Elec
tric Company were sold to SCluth
west Power Company of Musko8~e. 

The Messrs. VI. B. Miser, 
Assistant General Manager, and 
F. W. Morris, Ae.e.Lss t.e n t. Treasur
er of the Southwest Power- Co. 
were here Tuesday and completed 
the tran~actions with J. H. 
Zellner, president, and W. R. 
Dodson, esec r-e t.e r y . of the 1 0'-':; a 1 
company. 

According to the t.r e ns.ec.t.t on 
paper';;, the local company will 
r e ma i n in ,::-harge o f the plant 
for a pel-iod of not over 90 
days. During that -t t me 't he pu r '

chasing company will be bUilding 
a puwer line from Fayetteville. 

It was further agreed that if 
the line is c o mp Le t.e d be f or-e the 
expiratiun of the gO days, the 
holders will relinquish the 
property to them. 

¥¥~f¥¥'i-
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Graduailng Cia" 01 (9ll 
"~y IB! 8 olclod',' rJeorge L, !tllJos! sucer inten
dent: 6eorge A, Cole, princtps l: Class ""bel'S: 
LUCIlle Brunk, Grace Ha I' 1'1son. 0, Audra Gentry, 
Eva Pearl Nelson, Edna LOUise Nelson, Ruby E5
tel Ie GrahaAI. "ary Lilley Vii Iiams, Opal Gene
vieve sorto», Clara "al'le ncconnet ), fIery Vir
ginia Hildebrand, Ella Anne Reece, "abel", 
Carnahan, Jeve! Vill Ie POI' IeI', Ray strsvn, Ru
pert Str..n, Leonard H. "elz, Eldon V 61ea5017, 
Olen H. Bla,om,''", John Bennet t Baggett. and 
Paul Rollins stevsrt . i'Nol all sesoers or Ihe 
cIass gradlJaled.) 

(Barnes Photo! 
****** 

ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

Twc interesting and amusing 
BIlecdotes l~ave lJeefl told us con
(.:.;.>r111n8 Prairie Grove' s f i r s.t. 
Electric Lisht Plant: 

According to Ed Horah, who 
W8S aIDoIlg the BIOIJp that 
gathered at t he Lj sht Plant t.o 

play "pitch," Wednesday was 
knowll as "ironing day" and elec~ 

t rI c t ty remained on until 1) 
p.m, The lisllts wer-p blinked 
theee t.Lmee, tb81J t u r ned off, 
Ho r a h s.a Ld , "YCJu lletter he ve 
yOUL ke r o-sene La rnp lit, or be 
re-e d y fo i bed by t.h a t. tj me!" 

Anotber e mus.t ng <t.o r y CDn~ 

c e r [IS "{JIg;}!:::" Bob ;·:;k<.::' 1 ton whu 
lived at., the ,:.,orn8T oI MO':k a rid 
Park Streets. One night +.he 
street li81lt carne on and II Un,~le" 

Bob awakened and thought it. was 
daylight. He sot out of bed, got 
the milk bucket alld went to the 
barn and milked h i s. cow. He came 
back in tu wait for de y Lt g h t. 
but in a short time the power 

Baplizing In illinois River near Illinois went off. The power had been 
Chapel, by Evangel lsi Dlllings.orih. turned on because it was time 

(D. Ramsey Photo) for the birth of Herman Franklin 

107
 



Thompson and his father, Mack 
Thompson had gone to the power 
p La rrt and turned the power on 

temporarily for the occasion. 
After the baby was born he 
turned the power off. The street 
light corning on had convinced 
II Uncle" Bob that it was day
light, when it was turned off, 
he realized 111s mistake. 

SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER CO. 

Pr-ail Ie Gr-ove Electric Com
iJ'':tltY wh i c l. was formed in 1915 to 
pr-c v lde elel:tricity to the town 
of F ra i r t e- Grovl':-' , waa sold to 
Sou tbwe'=:.t Power Company of 
Muskosee, Oklahoma, in March of 
19:2"'1, 

Sep t.e mbe r 21, 1928, Southwest 
Power COlnpallY drluounced the sale 
of all i ts l-;-'l~(_·;t,ric pI-opert,ies 
j 11 AI kan::;as t.o SI.Juthwe~,t.ern Gas 
a ud Electric Company wi th head
qual t e r e in :3hreveport" Louisi
ana. 

Se r-v i c e la Prairie Grove was 
handled through the Fayetteville 
office u n t tI June 6, 1933, when 
the Prairi8 Grove office was 
opened. VI, Edw.sr d Broyle:=:, was 
local manager, and Gertrude 
Harrison (McCoy) was the f t r s.t; 
cashier. A rel:ept1on dnd open 
hlJuse was held for the people of 
Farmington, Walnut Grove, Prair
ie Grove and Lincoln, who were 
to IJe set-ved by the Prairie 
Grove office, 

Broy18s WaS local office man
ager from 19:38 u nc i I his retire
!I1t~ n t i rJ 1971. 

Harley Ere eo.Le was named man
ager for t b e Prairie Grove area 
following Broyles' r e t.t r-e me n t , a 
positiol1 he lleld until his death 
r ariu.s ry 25, 1984, At that time 

SWEPCO c.b a ng ed from office man
ager to office sllpervisor and 
r Nrss . Marvin) Jean Speegle was 
pr uino t eo from local cashier to 
office ID.3.nctger. 

Caahiers serving the Prairie 
Grovl::! office are: Gertrude 
Harrison McCoy, Opal Roberts 
Dodson, Edna Stewart Haugen, 
Helen Fidler Cook, Erin Hill 
Cates, Roberta Reed Holt, AUdrey 
Russell Campbell, Euna Ray Boyd 

Hutchens, Treva Turner Dyer, 
Arlene Brink, Marilyn Ash Dur
ham, Sharon Ramsey McCarver, 
LaNelle Marshall Davlo, Lyo.10l 
Gruden Stills, Jean McKenzie 
Parker, Nova McMurry Phillips, 
Minnie Reed Borah, and Jean 
O'Brien Speegle. 

Servicemen for the local 
of f i oe include: Bob Payton, Bill 
Delap, Paul Vafakos, Charley 
Townes, Bob Dempsey, Leonard 
Bolain, Bill Harp, John Parker, 
Buford Hand, Jr., and Johnny 
Cross. 

franl' ViI,,'n hOYlng troubl» olth his horse, 
/filin Stl'~~t of Prstr i» srov» in ~ilrly 19(1(Js, 

O. 8r~.s ter fhotL') 

****** 
ARKANSAS WESTERN GAS CD. 

Arkansas Western Gas was in
corporated under Arkansas State 
Laws on July 2, 1929, for the 
p r Lrna r y purpose of serVing nat
ural gas to Northwest Arkansas. 
Construction of lines from the 
Clarksville gas field in Johnson 
County, Arkansas, to Fayette
ville was completed and natural 
gas was turned on February 21, 
1930. At the end of the first 
year the Company served an aver
age of 462 customers, and the 
price of gas was 10¢ per MCF. 

In 1946 the Company began a 
program of "additions and 
betterments" and maj or expan
sions were mad.e to Mulberry and 
Pr a I rie Grove. Arkansas Western 
Gas invested over $100,000 for 
the construction of transmission 
lines and the distribution 
system to and in Prairie Grove. 

Prior to the opening of an 
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Old IIMel T ford In tront of Ihe Henry 
Carnahan home on fasl Parks SI.reel, 

(Helm rnoto) 

office in Pra.irie Grove Vol 
Lester, and later a Mr. Gann, 
were in charge of this area and 
commuted from Pa y e t.t.e v t Ll e . Gas 
bills were paid at the Prairie 
Grove Water Office where Rita 
Thompson served as clerk. 

Arkansas Western's first 
office in Prairie Grove was lo
cated in one of the Fidler 
buildings on West Buchanan 
Street and was opened September 
27, 1950 with Billy King resi
dent manager. Mrs. Peggy Parks 
was the first cashier in the 
Prairie Grove office which also 
maintained ~ervi(-.::e operations 
for the new gas distribution 
system in Lincoln. 

The gas office wa:3 moved to 
the building East I,t the Farmers 
and Merchants Be ulx o n t t ) 1959 
when the Bank expansion i ric.I ude d 
the building oCGupied by the Gas 
Company. At t h ia time Arkansas 
Western wa::; moved to 115 West 
Buchanan, its present location. 

Billy Kt ng was local manager 
until 1953 when he was replaced 
by Fred Dorrough who served un
ti 1 1957, Harry Horne wa,~ the 
next manager and was replaced in 
1957. Harry Horne was the next 
manager and was replaced in 1957 
by Leo (Buck) Whitney who was 
Prairie Grove manager until his 
retirement in 1974, Rex Sugg was 
appointed to the position and 
was local manager until 1984 
when he retired and Sonny Hudson 
assumed the position of local 

manager, a position he presently 
h o Lds, . 

Arkansas Western cashiers who 
have served the Prairie Grove 
office aloe: Peggy Park:3, Pauline 
Layman, William N. Ellison. Bil} 
Andrews, Myrlene Whitn~y, Fran
(";es Bailey! Glenda Ed v(ar ce. , Son

dra Frank and K. C. Ryan. 
Prairie Grovp has 750 gas 

meters e t. the present. t tm-: . 
Ed Kincaid and Chuck Arnold 

are presently servicemen for the 
local branch of Arkansas Western 
Gas. Those who served previously 
include Fred Brooks. Jr., Char
les Thompson, Gerald Ne a L, 
Vernon London, Thurman Hatch, 
Johnny Kelley, Gene Gullett and 
W. L, Newberry. 

Prairie srov» Bi15eball leam--winner> of Ihe 
Ourk Baseball Leaglle in 1.950, Left 10 Right.: 
Ed Horah, business lN~n~ger/ Ji» Brooks, J~me5 

6~rf./IIan, Buster Ounlap, Harold Fr i desor», 
Itrornton Bllchanan, Jake J)ri1ke, oic« Req,inglon, 
Cha,'les IleNeal, captain; fd Smilh, Chules 
IIcNair, pllblicfl.y chairman, front Row: Bill 
HlltcMn>, Troy Cox, Red Hostins, Tilford Cosby, 
manager, Clyde csvin, John Mam>, 6ene (ljJ

1us«, Jay Ketcher, 

****** 
OZARKS ELECTRIC COOP CORP. 

Announcement was made in the 
Fra.i r ie Gr ove Enterprise of May 
12, 1938 that a r-u r a l electrifi
cation program for Washington 
County had been approved by the 
REA in Washington, D,C Money 
was appropriated to build 210 
miles of line in the county as a 
beginning, 

County Agent McMurray, Miss 
Mar8aret Kin5, Home Demonstra
tion Agent, and the Washington 
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Crniu t y Farm BUr88.U initiated the 
pI o j ec t; and ,lid much work to get 

it funded. L. E. Maupin of 
Pr a t t i c- i:i[uve, c ha i rme n of the 
County F..'H m Pui eau Rural FIe'.=-
t r i.-:i 1- Y (UTIlJni tt~e, worked u n t .i r :
in~ly to ':~,""C-~Jn2 ell?-ctr i'.:,i ty for 
th~ far me r e- '."J£ We'~,t ve-s.h i ng t on 
(~I-)Unt'J, 

I II I. he :~pr j fl,:; of 1939 war k 
,,",',:-J'co ::>t3.l t·r"d "trt,i t,hp contr ac t. wa's 
:'I '..-J,:-' r d ':"" l tc Fri t'z Ziebarth! o r 
1.cITIS- E"~3,-_'h. l'=:olitorr:i,'1, .1''']1' t l.> 
~ttin,~,irlL'J o : '1)(\ rJJile'~ at line. 
Al'VI';:·:inli-,::!,r"ly JI'J() !n~lp'::' CJl line 
Wo';' I (! r.v- D1j t.bl----' v,'e:ot ,::-.i.dl':" L-j! 

th«- 'lL':r,ty. 

Wet ': J l.',~~()n (_Dllflt)' w~-;s ,,? 11 o
,"1. t f~ ( l f' ~. /4- { , , r.1 () U I, ,) lHlild t.h1-~ 

lll'- wh t . 1, ~t:,'il ted a t :~'l.\l i n~--
:1c l -.' .-~ I It 1 1-ltr(~'_J'81L the 

fullowing communities: Tonti
town, Mt. Comfort, Elm ~3prings, 

Harmon, Prairie Grove, CClflE: 
Hill, Lin(~oln, Morrow and Evans
vi] Ie. 

Most [jf the farms in the 
Pr-a t r i e (:J.YCiVe a r e a were sex 'led 
by t h I s, line w i, th the exception 
o f t.hoe.e a 1 ready sse z- ved by 
Southwestern Gas and Electric 

The City of Pr e i r t e Gr o ve v-s 
Water Treatment P'l a n t. , South'..-Jest 
of t.own , and the ~31?Wer Er-e e t me n t. 
Plant, 10cat12\1 Nort hwes.t. of town 
~r~ s~rved by Ozarks Elel:tric 
Corp, a-s, i:::. a portion of the 
Pr a t r- i e ()ak'=-' sul)-d.ivisi all and 
CJt h~r r-e c.e n t.Ly e n ne xe d e r-e es of 
UJe c i t.v . 

Businesses
 

SOljTrlERN FI)~EPAl HOME MQ~ES Tn ~EW ~CC~TION 

(Prairie Grcn.'p Enterprise, 
Fe t.r n ..."Jry ~~, .i~:~33 j 

RemodeliJi3 work is c l mos t 
comp l e t ecl C"JIl the new home of the 
Southern Funeral Home, Loc.a t e d 
111 the bu t Ld i ng vac a t.e d by the 
Eli:>1.LetL Ho c.pr tn I e p r es e-n t home 
ot M]~;, Dc:lph Helm). 

Ai.th:-n_i,sll no f o rme l openins 
11 ciS be e n he 1 d . ,3 11 0 f the C'C)m
}','lny"c-:, '--;:'>j-vi(~·= .3It? b(::::irJ~: car
r5,:",d ':In 11,.'1;1 r h i> Lo ca r t c u . 

A vI-:oi r 1 (1 t I.e :3nlltbern Fun
>?L--jj Htunc- • e v-- a Ls- d mocir- r n horne 
fH~d -br1pO::-~J that i:::= a r::redit. to 
any -cmmuni ty. The house, which 
,=on.si'3t::, oI twelve rooms and a 
large -sLee p i ng porch, ha~:; been 
c orap l e t e l y r-e pa pe re d and 't he 
wucdwork re f i n iehed throughout. 

The lower floors are covered 
by a velvety burgandy colored 
carpet a nd t he draper ies are of 
a sli~htly lighter color. 

TIle chdpel, which has a 5eat~ 

i ng capdci ty of about fifty 
people! i·::-, dignified and taste
fully t u rniche d . The wa l Lrs and. 
c e Ll Lr.g are light colored. An 
overstuffed suite, which blends 
in color with the rugs and drap
eries. furnishes seat.ing for the 

elloir, The audience is seated in 
me t.e l folding c h a Lre with padded 
ee a te and bec kss . 

Among the new equipment added 
is a church truck of the latest 
model draped in burgandy velvtt, 
and a ne'..-J pulpit 'stand for the 
mi n ie t.e r-: 

Also on the lower floor is 
the display room for the be t t e r
grade~ of cdskets and vaults, 
with carpets and draperies 
ma t.c h i ng those 01 the chapel, a 
c l o e.e t builtin the hall which 
holds a display of burial robes 
and suits, and the preparation 
room which is in white. 

U'p.st ei r-s we find the display 
rOUJn of o~her grades of caskets. 
There is a separate room for 
showing caskets for infants and 
srna.ll children. 

The remainder of the building 
is occupied by Mr, and Mrs. Joe 
King and family, who are in 
charge. 

A late model funer-al coach 
has been pUI-chased and a depend
abl~ servi(~e is available for 
people for all financial stand
i n805. 

The Southern Funeral Home was 
previously located in the 
upstairs of the bui Ld i ng n or t.h 
of the Masonic Hall. 
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Prairie 6rove Hardware Co, and Bank of 
Prill'le 6rove--/.904 (Brewster Photo) 

GLADYS' FLOWERS 

Gladys' Flowers, owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Eb Whitsitt and Mr. and 
Mrs. George Abercrombie, was es
tablished in 1951. It was lo
cated in a frame building on the 
corner of Pittman and Parks 
Streets, where the Abercrombies 
now reside. A greenhouse was 
bu i 1 t on the west side of the 
lot to be used for growing of 
plants and flowers, and for 
storage. 

The bus! ness was sold to 
Char les and Colleen Knowles in 
1957 and they moved it to the 
old bank building on Buchanan 
Street which formerly housed 
Clark's Jewelry. 

The corner flower shop build
ing at the Whitsitt horne was 
used for a time to display 
antiques, then was moved to the 
north side of their property and 
remodeled into a rent house. 

Their present business build
ing for Abbie's Crafts and 
Gifts, was built in 1960. The 
front half of the bUilding is a 
craft and antique shop. The back 
half is used as a frame shop and 
a woodworking shop. 

CARNEY CAFES 

Torn and Pearl Hannah Carney 
li ved at Hog Eye for many years 
where they operated a general 
store. Mrs. Carney's father. 
John Harvey Hannah, had an apple 
archard. Mrs. Carney was pianist 
at the Presbyterian Church in 

Hog Eye for a number of years. 
They were parents of three 
children: Edward Clinton, a son, 
died in 1935; Bernice (Mrs. Bill 
Hyland) lives on Eastwood Drive 
in Prairie Grove; and Wilbur, 
who died at Grove, Oklahoma, in 
1987. 

The family moved to Prairie 
Grove in the early '405 and 
bought out Harold Miller who had 
a cafe in the building formerly 
occupied by the Citizens Bank. 
About two years later they moved 
to the Mock building on Main 
street. After operating their 
cafe at several different loca
tions downtown, they sold the 
cafe in 1948 and purchased the 
Colonial Motel. In 1950 they 
sold the motel and the Carneys 
opened a cafe where the .Jersey 
:Maid Ice Cream shop 1s now lo
cated. Next Irene Dyer purchased 
the cafe and later moved it to 
South Ozark where Irene's Cafe 
was operated for a number of 
years. Torn Dyer was a blacksmith 
and had a shop north of the 
cafe. 

Bernice worked at the J. C. 
Penney Store in Fayetteville for 
several years in the mid
fifties. 

Wilbur Carney operated a bus
iness in Springdale for thirty 
years before moving to Grove, 
Oklahoma, where he retired and 
lived until his death in 1987. 

Bernice Hyland married Bill 
Hyland in 1959 and lived in 
Springdale until 1971 when they 
moved to Prairie Grove and built 
a horne on East wood Dr i ve. Bill 
Hyland died in 1984. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

T, ~, Hannah and~, Jordan using wagons and 
tea.s to haul supplies from Fayetteville to 
Prairie Grove, 1918·'2iJ.. I£nterprise Pholo) 
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HORAH'S NEAT NARKET 

Hor~h's Meat Market was 
established in Prairie Grove in 
1920 by George Borah and son, 
Ed. It was located in the build
ing now occupied by Southwestern 
Gas and Electric on Buchanan 
Street. A gasoline engine placed 
at the rear of the building was 
used to run the meat grinder, 
according to Ed Borah. 

In the late 1920s the Borahs 
constructed a new building, 
where Jersey Made Ice Cream Par
lor is now located, and moved 
the market there. An advertise
ment in the Prairie Grove Herald 
of March 7, 1924, stated that 
the "City Market· purchased the 
latest model meat slicer and 
will now carry homemade ham 
loaf, bologna, chili, etc. as 
well as fresh me e t.e . II 

In 1930 the business was sold 
to Dodson and Harrison who only 
operated it a short time. The 
Horahs again assumed ownership 
in 1933 or '34 and opened it as 
the City Grocery and Market. 

The business was sold to the 
Southern Mercantile in 1946. 
George Borah retired and Ed 
Borah went to work for the 
Southern Mercantile where he was 
employed as butcher until the 
grocery department closed. Later 
Ed worked for the IGA for sever
al years. 

Ed Borah married Violet Van-

Reea /leCui5tion, Ed Horah and 5eorge Horst: 
in C1Iy 5roeery and /larket, (/920) 

(E, Horst: Photo) 

6e,"'ge Horah and son, Ed Horah In the (11y 
6roeery end /I.,.ket In the 19305. 

(E. Horst: Photo) 

dever of Lincoln and they have 
two sons, George (Buddy) Borah 
and Philip Borah. Ed has been 
retired for a number of years 
and he and Violet live on North 
Mock Street. 

BARBER SHOPS 

The fire of 1906, which al 
most completely destroyed the 
business portion of ~rairie 

Grove, began in the Bon Ton 
Barber Shop. The shop was lo
cated on the west end of the 
business bUildings on the north 
side of Buchanan and a high wind 
fanned the flames. Within an 
hour, every building on the 
north side of the busi ness 
street was lost. There wae no 
water protection and dynamite 
was used in an effort to check 
the fire. Stores on the south 
side of the street were made of 
brick and were undamaged except 
by the explosions of dynamite. 
The loss was estimated at 
$20,000 with scant insurance, 
(This account is from a 1906 
issue of the Frairie Grove 
newspaper. ) 

The Bon Ton Barber Shop was 
operated by Ben Wilson. Benry 
Clyde Richey (father of Mary 
Belle Miller of Prairie Grove) 
was a barber in the Bon Ton. 
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Other early barbers who worked 
in Pra i r i e Grove many years ago 
included Roy Fidler, Archie 
Phillips and W, G, Strickler, 

Ben Wilson also operated a 
barber shop where Charley's 

Ben ~ilson Barber Shop on South sJde of Bu
chanan Street, V, 6, stricrler 1/J chair, Ben 
Vllson, barber, (V, ~lJen Photo) 

Beauty Shop is now located. 
Floyd Pennell was a barber at 
that location for a number" of 
y e a r e . selling to A. L. Weeks 
Janua~y 15, 1965, Weeks was Q 
barber there for about fifteen 
years. He sold to Warren Napier. 
After a short time Warren sold 
to his brother, Larry, who later 
closed out the shop. 

The shop on the South side of 
Buchanan was o pe r a t e d for 
several years by Ben Wilson, 
then in 1950 it was sold to Jack 
McClelland, Jack worked as a 
barber in that location until 
1966 when he sold it to his son, 
Eddie McClelland who presently 
owns the shop. Jack and Juanita 
McClelland moved to a farm near 
Summers and rQised cattle and 
chickens until 1983 when they 
:;;old out and retired to their 
home in PrQirie Grove. 

',ROCER'! STORES 

Polk's Arkansas State 
Gazetteer and Business Directory 
includes the following Grocery 
Stores in Prairie Grove: 

1888-1889: General Stores: 
Barton Carl, Beard and Wilker
son, W. N, Butler & Co. , Wi 11 iam 

Dyer, Hardy and Marrs, H, F, 
McMillin, and Joseph V, Rich, 

1892-1893: Baggett, Sanders & 
McCormick, Grocery; Carl and 
Son, General Store; John Cole, 
Grocer; D. F. McMillin, General 
Store; N. Mallicot, Grocer; 
C. H, Marrs, General Store; 
Sanders Bros., General Store; 

1906-07: E, C, & F, H, Carl, 
Model Department Store; Ozark 
Mercantile; Frank Wilson & S, R, 
Wilson Mercantile; 

1912-1913: E, C, and F, H, 
Carl, General Mercantilej J. P. 
Edmiston & Son, Grocery and 
Hardware; Harrison & Campbell, 
Grocery and Furniture; David B. 
McNeal, Hardware and Grocery; 
Char-Lee G. Marrs Grocery; Model 
Dept. Store, Ge ne r-e I Merchan
dise; and Sou~hern Mercantile, 
General Merchandise. 

Carl General Merchandise 
Store, which occupied the build
ing below the Masonic Hall, was 
sold in 1919 to Tom Bell, 

BARTHOLO~E~ GROCERY OPENED A80U r 1931) 
In 1930 W, H. (Bill) Barthol

omew bought a general merchan
dise store and fixtures from a 
Mr, Slaton, He opened the bu s.t r 

ness as a grocery and feed s~ore 

which was operated by hi.s son, 

****** 

"~ DUI1B SUPPER',' Identifying fr,'m left-
second, tsnore Tennessee Dean Rollans (111'5, l1ac 
Rollans); fifth, l1attie Pyeatt I1cCorm!ck (111'5, 
Dorse I1cCormick); sixth, 111'5, Dean Vallace Dear
ing (111'5, Oscar Dearing), ssr io» 8ell Sharp and 
(l1ary Dean l1agruder Oyler helped .,th 1dentU; 
cation of above, and thought the others cou'" be 
Lizzie Carl, Bell Ste.art and Betty Zellner, be
csuse of their cIos» dSSOC iet ion ill th those 
identified, ) 
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"i II 'ImP'ST ,Jack, for a time a nd La t e r by 
another son, Argil Bartholomew. , . 
Dick M"xey also worked at the 
store. 

(During t.h a t period, Pr a t r Le 
Grove had at least seven grocery 
stores, including Campbell's 
Grocery and Market, Ratliff Gro
cery and Feed Store, Home Town 
Grocery, Sharp's Grocery, Ed 
Rich Grocery, City Grocery and 
Mkt., and the Southern Mere. 
Grocery. ) 

In 1939 Bartholomew sold the 
business to Robert Pittman, who 
had been working for Goff Bros. 
in F"yetteville. The store was 
named Pi ttman Grocery and 
operated on a cash and carry 
basis. 

In 1940 George Cox, son-in-
law of Bob McCoy, pu r-cheeed the 
Ratl iff C"sh Store on the North 
side of Buchanan near the na nk , 
and moved the bust ness to the 
Carl building on the n or-t.hwe e t 
corner of Buchanan and Mock 
where Cox had been operating a 
feed store for several years. 

In 1950 the Home Town Gro
cery, located on South Ifiock, was 
purchased by Ab VillineE "nd 
son, Wayne, from Mrs. Mamie 

Tripp. 

SPAR"S AND STONE 
ESTABLISH IGA STORE 

In 1950 Guy Sp"rks and Hubert 
Keene bought the Fairway Grocery 
from Clyde Rutherford. The store 
was located on the north side of 
Buchanan, in a building later 
incorporated with the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank. Ronnie Stone 
and Bi 11 Ra nrs.e y worked there. 
The grocery was sold to Ha r o l d 
W"tson in 1954 "nd l"ter closed 
out. 

In 1954 Ernest Baug h bought 
the grocery store owned and 
oper"ted by Mr. "nd Mrs. Ken 
Marvin in the building now 
occupied by the Cle"ners on the 
South side of Buchanan. Baugh, 
in turn, sold the business to 
Guy Sparks and Ronnie Stone, who 
restocked it as an IGA Grocery. 
Crannel (Butch) Mi Ll e r- w"s hired 
as butcher and worked for a 
number of years. Later Ed Horah 

~
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Inter ior Vlew of IBA sroterr. Left I" Rlght: 

"Bulch" IIIIIer, ROI1l11eD~'nnie Stone, Crannal
 
stone and Buy Sparks. (b~, Spar~ 5 Photo.!
 

assisted in the market. 
In 1973 the business wa5 sold 

to Kenny Barthalomew and he 
moved it to tbe building now 
hou s i ng the Fer me r-s Hardware and 
changed the name to the B ~~ K 
Market. Guy Sparks then went to 
work a t the Montgomery lI"rd 
'fr~..r-e housso in Fayetteville until 
1980 when he returned to Prairie 
Grove and wo r kss pa.rt time for 
the Farmers and Merchan1~s Bank. 
Ronnie Stone went. to Roger'3 
"rhere he works for an IGA 
Grocery. 

In 1988 Di l Lo ne Gr-oc e r y com
pleted a new supermarket in 
PrairiE Grove. Details are 
printed elsewhere in this book. 

3TERL1NG DFUG COMPAr~,;, FOR:1ED 

cPr-a i rLe i~r]'/\'i-;' Hf'-'l",,; J
I 

,"l[,'-;j"~ I Ii ,-:; 1. J ~ i ' -:> \ 

Tiu ::, :"3 t ':- ' : i l n t: DJ'u;5 (,cJ, L~I.'-' 

o c me of j',1,1' n",' ".; CJl'r,·:l;"a.T,j'-jn '1:=-1 

o16nlli'::;~c··J 51, ?ld.i; iI" i.;r~)>"'1 'rlj] 
flO:! v, :u~~i 11'_' ','i,.' - 1:.-1 l"110hi 1 n'l. " 

p':,i':';'!~f1,-::e lJ'j I'ht-~ con::;,CJli\,t:\t~(jri 

uf 1 wo d i ug e.t.o r c~::::,--t1]1;::' i1<H.-:~.:;.l 

Dr uS Co. :'J.nd -the Pala,:',+:: Dru c {~lJ, 

T'h e :,;-f,lK,k.ho}df---"r·::, o f 1:1].: '-' [I.·..; 

(Jr~ard:;:1ti LJf) dl t.he TIJ>7:'mber:-: 'J,~L--' 

t he -t wo uld f Lr n.e.. Ir.'JCJi,,'ill~ ".:1 
=.tu' ks o r t..hl:-' + WI] '=,'lUl-~'''=, i ~J lil.l\r{ 

1)'~lIl8 tEi};en, 'vie a r c- In£'::)J rned th,--' 
ue w 01 t:,d.ni7:at.iofl wi 11 UCClJpy t]l':-~ 

bu i Lcli ng now usse-d by t.he Nc Ne-c L 
Drug Co. These two firms GI~ 

c o rnpoese d of pr og ree.e..t ve and 
8T1ergeti bu s.t ne e.e men, and 
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theil combined efforts and capi
tal will give Prairie Grove an 
up-to-date dl"Ug firm, 

SELL AND DAVIS BUY 
INTEREST IN STERLING DRUG 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
January 20, 1955) 

C. E. Woolverton announced 
this week the sale of his stock 
i r. the Sterling Drug Cornpa ny to 
Virl\~il Bell and Clarence De v i es , 
e f f e c t Lve January 18, 1955. 

Wuolverton began his career 
in the drug business in Prairie 
Grove in 1901 as a part-time 
helper in the Collier and McCor
mick Drug Sture which was 
located in the old telephone 
bu t Lo l ng on tl:e north side of 
Euc ha ne n Street. In 1908 he went 
west and worked for 12 years for 
the Colorado Milling and Ele
vator Cumpany at Greeley, 
Colorado bnd Caldwell, Idaho. In 
1913 he married Mary Elizabeth 
Rowe of Greeley. 

In 1920 the WoolvertoDs moved 
back to Pr a I i .i e Grove where he 
l't:?:cdme manc"18er and a stockholder 
in tll~ S!-Jerling Drug, a position 
he held for 35 years. H~ will be 
retained by the Sterling as a 
legi~-t.eIl::':'(l pharmacist and will 
work part time. Mrs. Woolverton 
has a le c reE.igned her posi tion 
as bookkeeper at the store. The 
Woolvertons own a beautiful farm 
home all the Illinoi.s River 
northeds"t of town where Charlie 
p l a n.s to r-e i s,e beef cattle and 
catch up on his fishing. 

VLll.cll Bell has been with the 
drug store fOI" 24 years, with 
't he exception of a time he 
selved with the Navy in World 
War' 11. Clarence (Grubby) Davis 
has served the firm for 26 
years, wi t 11 t he except i on of a 
short time he worked in Rogers. 

The Sterling Drug Company 
also operates a Pharmacy at the 
Elizabeth Hospital in connection 
with their down-town store. 

In addition to Bell and 
DaVia, who have controlling 
interest in the corporation, Dr. 
Frank Riggall and Dr. Jeff Bag
gett are stOCkholders. 

Sterling Orug COMpany fountain in the early 
'205. 16. Oavis Photo) 

INFOR~ATION BRINGING STERLING ORUG 
HISTORY UP-TO-OATE 

David Mast, nephew of Clar
ence Davis, purchased stock in 
the Sterling Drug and worked as 
a pharmacist for a number of 
years. 

Larry Bell, son of Vincil 
Bell, joined the Company in 
June, 1963, short ly after com
pleting his schooling. Stock
holders at that time, other than 
Belli Davis and Mast, were Dr: 
J. J. Baggett and Dr. W. H. 
Mock. 

The pharmacy at the Elizabeth 
Hospital, owned by the Sterling, 
was closed in 1965 and the Ster
ling Drug No. 2 was opened in 
Lincoln in 1966. 

In 1971 Vincil and Larry Bell 
assumed ownership of the Lincoln 
e.t.ore a.nd named it Bell 
Pharmacy. 

Gary Dav Ls , son of Clarence 
Davis, joined the firm in 1971, 
a nd the Da vi ses became owners of 
the Sterling Drug Company in 
Prairie Grove. 

COLL!ER ORUG STDRE 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 1906) 

The first drug store in 
Prairie Grove was Collier Drug 
owned and operated by Mel 
Collier. It was located in a 
building on the North side of 
Buchanan Street about where the 
Oklahoma Tire and Supply now is. 
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a two-story
The building was 

wi th the tele
brid< structure . g the 

h o ne company occupy~n 1 
P Collier is stil 

ppe r story.	 . 
u t=d with a drug store i n cannee <;:0 

Fayetteville. 

CAR~AN DR~G 

and Ruetta Cannan, who
1.. A.	 t d a 

formerly owned and opera e . 
drug store at Neosho, Missou r 1 , 

d to Prairie Grove in late 
move	 C D ua on
1935 and opened arrnan r 0 

January 1, 1936. The drug store 

L.	 II, (ar".n st Counter in CorlIOn Drug store. 
(S"ith Photo) 

occupied the west side of the 
building presently housing 
Farmers Hardware.	 When the 
building was remodeled for the B 
& K Market, Carman Drug moved 
further West on the South side 
of Buchanan to the present loca
tion of the Valley Drug. 

In June of 1972 the business 
was sold to David Mast, who had 
been with Sterling Drug as a 
pharmacist since graduating from 
school, The Carmans retired to 
their farm located West of 
Prairie Grove. Mr. Carman died 
Kay 10, 1973. Krs. Carman later 
moved to a new home on West Bush 
Street in Prairie Grove where 
she resided until her death 
February 21, 1986. 

In 1974 Mast sold the drug 
store to Loyd Helms, who only 
owned the store about a year be
fore selling it to Larry Davis 
in 1975. Mr. and Mrs. Davis 

bought a home and lived in 
Prairie Grove until 1981 when 

-r f Li neal n purchasedLarry Be.1 0 

the drug store and Davis went to 

work for Walrnart.
 
In 1982 the drug store wa~
 

purchased by Peggy and Do~ Wool 
sey from Pineville, LOUlslana.
 
. f the store was

The name 0 
changed to Valley Drug. Mrs.
 
Woolsey is a pharmacist and
 
operates the store with the help
 
of Cindi Bowerman and Loretta
 

'J 1 and sons"'park.s. Mr. .00 oey 
~	 Hilloperate a farm in the Apple 

n Fay-community, He was b or n 1 

etteville. Woolsey Avenue was 
named for his family, 

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 

First Federal Savings & Loan 
of Fayettevi I Le opened their 
Prairie Grove Branch in Decem
ber, 1974. First Federal pur
chased the Lillian Hannah home 
located at 307 Buchanan and re
modeled it to meet the n e e ds of 
a branch office. Prairie Grove 
was the second branch office lo
cation for First Federal, now in 
1988, there are six "ur-a n c h of
fice:3 in Northwest Ar kans.ae . 

In May, 1988, A. P, Eason Jr. 
was appointed President of the 
Board of Directors and Jim 
Shreve of Fayetteville became 
the Pr"ebident of First Federal. 

The Prairie Grove office 
staff consists of Martha Flynt. 
Branch Manager, and Lila Cham
bers of the Cove Creek area, 

First Federal of FayetteVIlle 
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R, P, Eds i sion store, Iocsteo .h~r~ in» V.II~y Orug no. is, R, P, Edlliston on right, 
IE, C.t~ Ph,'lo.! 

****** 
FR~IRIE GROVE FURNITURE CO, 
BECOMES FARMERS HARDWARE 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise filps) 

TILe FI dicie Gr o ve Fu rn I ture 
I-tU, lCH.Jctt.ed t h r e e dOL1!.S e ae.t of 
t111::" Fell 11lel:~ dnu Mel chcud:s Bank 
o u Buc ha nc u Street, was started 
ill 1041 by E. B. Whit.sitt a nd 
El tun Skeltull, pctl t ne r s . They 
.s.o l d u o t. only new s.t oves., radios 
,:"lld furniture, but. al-.,:,.o used 
f:..r r n j t.u i ~ of "ldrying types and 
,"g~':3. Th.:,oy al::=,o offered repair 
';;'-,'~rvi.ce::_. for st-..!wl fig ma c h i nes, 

'#111 t.ss i tt wos 
dn~ IJbs l'li~'iJed 

f e r-nu ng e nd 
IlJ~"=:hani\_,,:-,, After 

Lorn on a farm 
his life between 

automobile 
16 years as an 

.au t o mo LL'l e me c ua n I c , he was 
hi red a::3 a service man for the 
8uutherrt MerCdlltile, where he 
war ked for f 1 ve year s. Then 
EI!:UIl j o l no d the Southerll work 
Lc r c e e n d they deciclt-:!d to work 
for t b e me.e 1 ves--so they started 
th~ Pr-airie Gr'uve Furrlitur"e Co. 

Skelton was graduated from 
Prairie Grove High School in 
1938 and attended the U of A for 
one year, Aftel his year as a 
Southern eruployee and his 
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partner·.:3hij-1 in the Furniture 
Co. he we e called into servict?,I 

J.edvin~ only Wtlitsitt and Sam 
Xc Kn i g ht who help,:::,d with the 
l+:lbl.dl\lil1,g, to carryon. Geurge 
Al)'-~rclLlmLie j o l rre d E. B. Whit
e i tt in the furniture store 
after he was discharged from 
:;~ervice. 

In 1951 FU'\Ilk West and ArSi1 
BctrtllUluTIlew, owners of the 
Far mer:;:, Hard we re , purchased the 
Prairie Grove Furnitur~ Co. from 
'.hi tsi tt. and Abercrombie. The 
two busillesses were combined and 
bece.rce t.he Farmers Hardware. It 
was illtJved to the corner of 
Buchanan and Mock in the build
ing now occupied by the Furni
ture Depar t me n t of the Oklahoma 
Tire and Supply Co. 

The Farmers Hardware was 
:::>tal t.e d in the building on the 

North side of BuchanaIl Street 
where the Jersey Made Ice Cream 
Parlor is now located. Frank 
West had worked for the Southern 
Mercantile Cu. for 5;2 years, 
with time-out for service in 
World War II. Ar-g t I Bartholomew 
was a local business roan and 
livestock dealer. 



In 1960 West purchased Bar
tholomew's interest in the busi
ness and bought two buildings on 
the South side of Buchanan, now 
occupied by the Green Light Auto 
Supply. The building wa~ co~

pletely remodeled, makIng Lt. 
into one large sales r-oom, and a 
new front was added. 

In 19GO West sold one-third 
interest in tbe store to Geor~e 
We.~t who was a part-owner untll 
1970, when Frank again became 
501e owner of the hdl-dware busi
n~5S. III 1972 one-thil-d intel-est 
wa-::; sold to M,l and Mrs. Bill 

Air:'=:" 
Char 18:3 Thompson and Bi 11 Y J 0 

Par tholumew }lurcha.sed the llard
Wbr8 stO! ~ in L975 and 'We:3t. be
gall to devote his entir"e time to 
his faTlo in the Viney Grove 
a re a . 

In 1977 Sam Escue purcha.-=,ed 
the store from Charles Thompson. 
The store was moved to the 
bu i Ld t ng f or me rLy oCGupied by 
tlle B & K Grocery and later the 
b\Jllding "to the Eaet. , which hod 
be e n d rest,aurant" was added t.o 

th~ store. 
April 28, 19Se, Ec;;cue 

announced the '';;:-1.1e of the bu,:::,i.-
Iless of Mr- and Mrs. Roy Teekell 
and 50:1, Lo hu Te e ke Ll . T:tl\~ 

Teekell·:;., formerly of Cali-
f o rn r e , moved to a farm rlear 
H08ey~ la~;t yedr ctlld bre excited 
about the new business venture. 

80m Escue has been very 
active in the Prairie Grove 
business community, serVing +:wo 
terms as president of tb~ 

Cllamb8r of COITImt'..:'r,=.;e and '~'urrent

ly is (.:;hdirrna.ll of the GroWe·,;t 
Committee, as well dS the 
Pl-ail'ie Grove Industrictl Park 
committee. 

DODSON LlJMBER CD. 

Walter R. Dodson and Robert 
D. (Bob) Bogart established the 
Dodson Lumber Company in Prairie 
Grove in 1925. The business was 
located in the South half of the 
building now occupied by the 
Prairie Grove Telephone Company 
Warehouse on North Mock Street. 
M:f. Dodson was manager of the 

Centerpoint School Pi c ture, Porter PI ttesn, 
teacher sl.ilndJng In door, ldent it t cst ion, be
ginning' et the bsc« rov, left to fIght: Edit,j 
csnn, Jesnnei i« csn», Paul csnn, cls ibourn csnn, 
Ora Cann Pearl (ann/ Sordon Crouch/ John SIIII tb, 
I, 'f)

Annie /'fItchell, Noril SnJJlh csiro OIJVer's.I e, 
Pearl SmJlh, t iIl ie Smith (George AbercrombJe's 
sotber), Allie Smith, Stel I« Avery, Ruby Nugent, 
Inez tnurssr, clsrence Thurman, ss Lt Nugent, JIm 
Nligenl., /'fefford Nugent, Ednil Avery, /'faNIe 
Fincher , Homer DinsfIIDre/ Ray Dl:JSRlOre, 

****** 
bu :;:;. t ness. 

The Dud:-;:,on family had j u st 
moved back to Pra t I i.~ (rt LlVIO" from 
Bt2ntonvllJe where he W0.C::) red 1·
! o':l.cl at::21d. Mr fliJI]:"::,on 'rlct'::.:. 
'3t~~jOll ~~e[lt [or ttl~ Fri~.,~o 

Railroad iTl Prairie GI-O'~e before 
b ..~i 118 I:ran::.::.fl-:'f l-~--,d to PeI"lton
vi 1 11::-'. 

In 1932 DCJd'=:'()!l pur,:.h,:'l.':::,,·'d tl~o? 

l:ITIlbeI y.s i d o pe i u t.ed by 'vI. F. 
P·e] 1 o ncl JamE.':3 K. Woodruff on 
South jloc.k '::::tr~~:::tJ present J oea
't t on of Tones Lumber Company, 
and changed t he n a r»e to IJDd2.on 
Lumber al1 1 ] ,001 Cci. I~ ciperctted 
ther2 uu tt I Dou':::.on's rJ-;;i't i re.me u t 
ill 19"j5. 

PRAIRIE GROVE LUMBER CO. 

3hol·tly after s.e Li i (IIJ' rru t to 
Dodson, B~ll CtIJl..l WDCJd~uf f re-
opened ttle 1llmber busines5 0]1 

North Mock Stl-eet ul1der the nam~ 

of Pr a i r is Grove Lu mbe r CCimpalJy, 
In 1946 the busiJl~SS was Eolct to 
Oz a r k Lu mbe r and Suppl y of 
Sprirlgfield, Missouri. Paul 
Jones and George Cox managed the 
busi ness and the name was 
changed to the Wdshington County 
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Lumber Co. The Missouri company 
closed out the business in the 
latter part of 1956 and moved 
the material and equipment to 
their home office in Spring
field, Missouri. 

In 1955 Jones Lumber and Sup
ply Company was incorporated and 
purchased the Dodson Lumber Co. 
f r-o m W. R. Dodson. Paul Jones 
was named General Nanaae r- and 
other members of the corporation 
were H. D, Jones, Leroy Jones, 
Lee Jones and Miss Lorene Jones. 
TIlls business is still in opera
tion on the corner of Mock and 
Thurman Street::=-. 

FIDLER FAMILY IS ACTIVE IN
 
PRAIRIE GROVE BUSINESSES
 

Roy O. Fidler, who owned and 
operated the West Side Garage on 
North Mock Street in the mid 
1930s, purchased the H. E. Dor
man Monument lots on West Bu
chanan Street and tore down the 
old tin building. He built a 
garage and filling station of 
nati ve stone which contai ned an 
office, a grease and wash rack 
and a fourteen foot driveway ex
tending through the building on 
the west side. 

In 1943 Fidler purchased the 
bUilding occupied at that time 
by the Prairie Grove Enterprise 
office, and opened the Oklahoma 
Tire and Supply Store. 

Later, Roy Fidler bought the 
lots west of his filling station 
to Kate Smith Street and had two 
houses removed. Joining the west 
side of his filling station, he 

constructed bui Idings with rock 
veneer front along Buchanan 
Street to Kate Smith Street. The 
corner bUilding was occupied by 
Bashams Grocery and Market and 
the other bUildings were 
occupied for a time by Arkansas 
Western Gas, Kate Cheatham's 
Cafe, the Post Office, and 
others. 

Fidler also bought the vacant 
lot east of his OTASCO store and 
the old two-story former tele
phone building. 

Jack Cook, a brother-in-law, 
worked in the OTASCO store for 
Roy Fidler from December 1946 
through 1958. Following that the 
Cook family went to Cabool, MO., 
where they owned and operated an 
OTASCO store for many years. 
Mrs. Cook was Helen Fidler, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Fidler of Prairie Grove. Jack 
Cook died in 1972. Mrs. Cook and 
John Cook and family live in 
Cabool, and Danny Cook and 
family live in Springfield, MO. 

When Howard Fidler and family 
returned to Prairie Grove from 
Downey, California, about 1960, 
he purchased the Oklahoma Tire 
and Supply Store from his 
brother, Roy Fidler. At the 
death of Roy Fidler in 1970, 
Howard enlarged the OTASCO store 
and purchased connecting build
ings in the block, from the Roy 
Fidler estate. 

Since that time Howard Fidler 
bought the building on the 
corner of Mock and Buchanan from 
Argil Bartholomew and moved the 
furni ture department to this 
building. 

In 1965 Mike Fidler, who had 
been attending the University of 
Arkansas, began working for his 
father in the OTASCO store, and 
in 1975 Mike purchased the busi
ness. 

In 1986 the Fidlers purchased 
the V & S Variety Store and 
moved the merchandise to the 
OTASCO store. 

In 1987 Marshall's Radiator 
Shop, which had occupied one of 
the Fidler buildings, was moved 
to the old Oleta Campbell prop
erty on the South Side of Bu
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Threshing tiMe in the .heat fields near 
Prairie Brave in Ihe early 19005, Ivy Tate 
oNned the thresher and other equipment and 
rorked allover ttie sres at harvest lime, 

****** 
chanan, now owned by Mike 
Fidler, 

The Antique Cupboard, ope
rated by Mr. and Mrs, Loyd Jor
dan, and Fab Plate occupy two of 
the Fidler buildings presently, 

A new brick front was put on 
all the Fidler bUildings from 
Mock to Kate Smi th Streets in 
1988, giving them an attractive 
unified appearance, The variety 
store merchandise was moved to 
the west of the OTASCO. 

The store name was changed 
from Oklahoma Tire and Supply to 
Coast to Coast, in January 1988. 

Howard Fidler is the SOn of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. John 
Fidler of Prairie Grove. He went 
to California in 1935 where he 
worked for Ceramic Decorating 
Company. He returned to Prairie 
Grove in 1941 and married Meritt 
Carter of Lincoln. He went into 
service in 1942 and served Over
seas. Their son, Michael, was 
born in 1943 while his father 
was in service. After Howard was 
discharged, the famil y moved 
back to Downey, California, and 
he returned to work for Ceramic 
Decorating Ca., where he was 
employed for a total of 23 

lieigM""s ioined in to help, .hiIe a.aJlil7g 
theJr turn 'Jlh the thresher, Vomen of the 
fa.Jlies prepared Ihe noon ""I tor the 
roriers, tI, Delap Ph,'lo) 

years. Twin daughters, Linda and 
Carolyn, were born in 
California. The entire family 
returned to Prairie Grove about 
1960 and Howard purchased 
OTASCO, Mike and Carol Fidler 
have a son and a daughter; Linda 
(Mrs. Gaylan) Estopy, has two 
daughters; and Carolyn 
Shackelford has three daughters, 
All are presently residents of 
Prairie Grove. 

JONES ~ SON TO OPEN HATCHER~ 

Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
October 27, 1938) 

Annou noe me rrt has been made 
that J. L. Jones and Son of Em
poria, Kansas, will open a 
hatchery here Within the next 
two weeks. The hatchery will be 
housed in the bUilding now occu
pied by L. L. Jones Grocery. 
Incubators are expected to 
arrive next week. 

The six-unit hatchery will be 
operated by Mr. Berry and dif
ferent varieties of commercial 
chickens will be produced. 

Jones Grocery will move 
within the next few days to the 
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frame bUilding south of the 
ha tchery in order to make room 
for the machinery expected soon. 
The frame building is being re
modeled and painted this week. 

J. L. Jones and Son also own 
a hatchery in Emporia, Kansas. 

NATIONS' HARDWOOD LUMBER COMPANY 

Graham English, a veteran 
sawmill operator worked in theI 

industry for more than forty 
years before moving his roill 
from the Strickler communi tv to 

Graham Eng115h at h15 Sao,"11 at str ueie» 
about 1.936. 

(F, Blakemore ~!wt~,.1 

Prairie Grove in 1953. He pur
chased two acres in the South
west part of town from Ed Rich 
and set up his steam-operated 
mill. 

In 1968 the Prairie Grove 
Sawmill was Gutting four to six 
thousand board feet of lumber in 
a normal day's run. The greater 
part of the logs came from Wash
ington County and from across 
the line in Oklahoma. Oak, elm, 
pine, sugar maple, walnut and 
sycamore made up the majority of 
woods sawed. 

There was nothi ng wasted at 
the mi II. Sawdust and shavi ngs 
were sold to chicken growers for 
1 i tter in their chicken houses, 
and cu lIed I umber was used to 
stoke the boiler, with excess 
being sold for firewood. 

In 1960, Claud Nations, En,,

lish's son-in-law, purchased the 
mill and operated it until 1964, 
when his son, Ruland, joined the 
family enterprise. A general up
grading of the mill was begun. 
The old steam engine was 
replaced and modern saws, 
planes, and other eqUipment was 
added. The name of the business 
was changed to Nations l Hardwood 
Lumber Co. 

In 1971 the Nations purchased 
the Keaton Hatchery building and 
lots on South Mock Street and 
established a drying and storage 
area. A chain-link fence was in
stalled and the lots were used 
for air-drying lumber. The 
building was used tor drying and 
stori ng furni ture 1 umber. It 
also houses planers) saws, 
edgers. etc, 

Claud Nations retired from 
the business in 1983 ~nd his 
son, Huland Nations, assumed 
~n~g8ment. Claud Nations died 
June 20, 1987. 

****** 

J\ 
1954 O,er Hunt; Or. Jeff Bagg,tt, WJ11ard 

BI'""ks, and L,'yd Lug1nbu,1, pu iurea W1tIJ k111 
of 12 deer, 

PRAIRIE GROVE LOCKER PLANTS 

Ernest Gibney and his 
brother, Paul Gibney, who grew 
up in the Bethel Grove '~om

muni ty I opened the first Froze.n 
Food Locker Plant in Prairie 
Grove in 1946. It was on the 
North side of Buchanan, in a 
bu t l d t ng later taken in by the 
bank expansi on. 

When the Gi bne ye decided to 
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return to Tulsa they sold the 
Locker to Frank Wagner, who only 
oper~ted it for ~ short time be
fore selling to Roe and Hester 
Mobley. They later sold to Mr. 
and Mrs. George Allen of Farm
ington, who continued the plant 
for several years before selling 
to� John and Nell Mobley in 1962. 

The Mobleys kept the plant at 
the same location for about ten 
years before building a new 
locker plant on West Buchanan 
across from the cemetery. John 
Mobley died in 1981 after a 
short illness and Mrs. Mobley 
has continued to operate the 
business with the help of Lonnie 
Martin, a long-time employee, 
and her daughter, Lynn NaIl. 
Mary Lee Smith has been a part
time employee of the Prairie 
Grove Locker Plant since 1969. 

****** 

lIilllnery Sh,'P in Preir t» srov», Right: nrs, 
lIitch~ll: t.ett; 01. lIarrs, 

1J"y lI~bb Liorary Ph"to) 

CLEANERS 

Early operators of Dry Clean
ing shops in Prairie Grove in~ 

eluded: Roy Fidler, Paul WinD, 
Clarence Davis, Dee Edmiston, 
and possibly others. 

Charley and Al Mobley bought 
the equipment from Clarence 
Davis in the mid-'30s and 
operated the shop in a building 
on the North side of Buchanan, 
later occupied by the Loft. They 
sold to Tilford Cosby in the 
1405, 

In the early '50s Mr. and 
Mrs, Norris Dunn establ i shed a 

OLD ~OCY FAR~ 

Vit?i' tros 1f1.1CJ.· Farm, 100l'ing t,'~ard f'rdiri~ 

srov» (E, Odvids,'n Pbolo) 

****** 
second cleaning business in the 
Roy Fidler building on West Bu
chanan. Later they moved it to 
the bUilding which would now be 
the West half of Prairie o r-ove 
Auto and Farm Supply. 

In 1958 Charles Stills bought 
Dunn Cleaners. In 1968 he bought 
out Tilford Cosby and combined 
the two shops, using the Cosby 
shop bUilding on the North side 
of� the street. 

In� 1975 he moved the Charles 
Cleaners to the former IGA Store 
building on the South side of 
Buchanan where it has r e ma t ned 
since. In 1986 he sold to Bobby 
Moore, Who only operated it a 
short time before selling to 
Doris Kennedy of Dodge City. 
Ka nss ass . In November, 1987, the 
Kennedys sold to her brother-in
law and sister, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Lancus from Dodge City, 
Kansas, present owners and 
operators. 

BODY� SHOPS 

SPENCER'S BODY SHOP 
SPENCER SALES, INC, 

Ronnie Spencer purchased a 
building on the corner of south 
Mock Street and Cleveland Street 
from Donnie Skelton in 1962 and 
opened Spencer Body Shop. He 
added on to the building in 1967 
or I 68 for addi tiona 1 space as 
the business grew. In 1975 he 
sold to George Suggs who 
presently owns and operates the 
business as George's Body Shop. 

Spencer constructed a new 
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bUilding on South Pittman Street 
in 1976 and opened Spencer 
Sales, Inc. He sells collision 
repair equipment in Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri and Louisi
ana, A son, Rocky, is a full
time salesman and has four 
jobbers. Two other sons, Rick 
and Ryan, work on a part-time 
basis. Tessa Campbell works as 
secretary and bookkeeper. 

GEORGE'S BOOY SHOP 

George Suggs bought the Body 
Shop from Ronnie Spencer in 1975 
and has operated it since that 
time at the same location on 
South Mock Street. His son, 
Byron, began work in the shop 
when he finished high school at 
Prairie Grove in 1976, and is 
still a part of the business, 
They specialize in all types of 
auto body work and have restored 
several old-madel cars, 

George Suggs was born in 
Portales, New Mexico where he 
lived until 14 years of agej 

then the family moved to the 
Strickler, West Fork area. 

In January 1951 he married 
Martha Hyler, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Hyler of Prairie 
Grove. They 1 i ve at 504 South 
Neal Street. 

J & B AUTO 

Jack Meadors, who had been a 
salesman for Automotive, Inc., 
of Fayetteville came to Prairie 
Grove in 1957 and, in partner
ship with his brother, Buddy, 
purchased the J. A. Smi th Auto 
Parts Store. This business was 
1 oca ted in the bu i 1 di ng east of 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank 
and Il0W a part of the bank. The 
name was changed to J & B Auto 
Supply. 

In 1958 after the bank was 
damaged by fire and the adjoin
ing buildings purchased by the 
bank, Meadors moved his auto 
parts business to the building 
now occupied by the Jersey Made 
Ice Cream Store and operated 
there until 1967. 

The store was then moved 

across the street to the old 
Smi th Garage & Tractor bu i 1 di ng 
now occupied by the paint de
partment of the Farmers Hard
ware. Murph Pair j oi ned him as 
an auto mechanic in 1973, 

I n December of 1973 Meadors 
purchased the VanHorn property 
on South Neal St., and con
.structed a new garage building. 
Mr. and Mrs. Murph Pair bought 
the Pierce property just south 
of the new garage, to be used 
for parking space for the busi
ness. 

In November of 1986, after 31 
years in bU5iness in Prairie 
Grove, Jack Meadors sold the 
garage to M]- and Mrs. Pair and 
retired. Pair is a nephew of Mr. 
Meadors. 

Jack Meadors was born and 
raised in Alma, and moved t.o 
Fayetteville in 1954 where he 
cOILtirlued to live whil~ in busi
ness in Prairie Grove. 

Murph Pair is a native of 
Fort Smitll wllere he graduated 
from Northside High School in 
1961. He attended Westark Junior 
College under the school work
training progralTI I and ser"ved two 
years in the Navy Seabees. 

In 1971 he married c=':arol 
Payne, who was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, and moved to 
Fort Smith in 1961. She is a 
graduate of the Southside High 
School and attended the lJnivers
i Icy of Arkansas. They move d to 
Prairie Grov"", in Oc t.o b.a r of 

****** 

Trucks loading produce in Prsir i» Grov~ to 
b~ hauled to Cotorsdo, 

(G. Seigel' Photo) 
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1972. 
The Pairs have two children, 

Joshua and Melanie, and live on 
North Border Street. Mrs. Pair 
is Prairie Grove office manager 
for Prior and Associates of 
Fayetteville, and is City 
Recorder-Treasurer. Murph is 
Councilman for Ward Two. 

****** 

Farming Counlry Norlh of Prairie Grove 
(f. Davidson Pholo) 

CRESCENT DEPARTMENT STORE 

(Files of the Prairie Grove 
Enterprise) 

T'ue name "Crescent" has been 
synunymou:s wi th d r y guods and 
clothing sLoles in Prctirie Grove 
since the t.u r u of the century. 
I~3;3ue:::3 of the Prairie Grove 
Banner carried advertisements 
for "Crescent Dry Goods Co," in 
the early 19005, but no location 
for the store or owner's names 
were mentioned. 

In 1923 the business was 
owned by W. H. Baggett, and was 
located in the building now 
occupied by the Prairie Grove 
Cleaners. Later th~ same year 
Guy Skelton, Bob McCoy and J. A. 
Skelton purchased the store. In 
1928 the Crescent was moved to 
the Bodurtha building, its 
present location on the South 
side of Buchanarl Street. 

Guy Skel"lon was a life-long 
resident of the Prairie Grove 
community, having been born and 
reared on a farm South of town. 
He worked in the Dry Goods De
partment of the Southern Mercan
tile several years before buying 
the Crescent. 

The following item, ·See 
Nathan and GUy," is taken from 
the May 1, 1941 issue of the 
Prairie Grove Enterprise: 

.. In 1929 Nathan Brooks, who 
had worked in the Southern Dry 
Goods, joined the Crescent as a 
partner. For many years the 
slogan of the store was "See 
Na than and GUy before you buy.· 
Ready-to-wear for men, women and 
chi 1dren I pi ece goods, shoes. 
and household linens were sold. 
MI·S. J. A. Skelton, aunt of Guy, 
Mrs. Nathan Brooks and Mrs. Guy 
Skelton were also clerks. 'I 

Both Crescent families had 
sons, but no daughters. Dr. 
Willard Brooks, veterinarian, 
was Nathan's only son. Guy had 
two sons, Elton, who managed the 
Prairie Grove Furniture Co" and 
after World War II owned and 
operated the Crescent; arid 
Donnie, who also managed the 
Crescent at one time, and is now 
co-owner with his wife, Dean, of 
"Remember When, II an antique 
store ill Prairie Grove. 

William H. (Bill) Ramsey 
became part owner of the 
Crescent in 1967 and in 1972 be
came sale owner of the business. 

In April 1985 Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Reese purchased the Crescent 

****** 

Ifoct Sll'eel JO<'ting N,'rlh 
(f. Davidson Pholo) 

and a few weeks later, moved to 
Prairie Grove, Jim and Bettye 
Reese were associated with 
Campbell-Bell in Fayetteville 
for 39 years. They managed the 
Bargain Basement from 1958 until 
the store closed in 1986. Their 
son, Richard Reese, joined the 
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Cl-escent tedlD in 1986 a~ 

assi~3tant. Jnanager. 
July 15, 1987 a second store 

wa~3 o pe r.e d in Lincoln on the 
North side of the square. The 
R.8e;~e family, with d combined 
total of over 100 years in the 
re t a t I business, had owned and 
aperdted a I:lothing store on the 
South side of the Lincoln square 
from 1966 to 1975. Maxine Bush 
wa::: manager of that ·3tore. 

JIm Reese is currently presi
dent of the Prairie Grove 
Chdrnbec of Co mme rce and has been 
acti'.re in t.he Liuns Club and the 
GroWe:::;t movement, 

Stra~berJ'Y Field and ~pple Orcnard near 
Prairie srove, 1.904 18r"5!el' PM!o.' 

FLOWER SHOPS 

Charles and Colleen Knowles, 
after purchasing Gladys' Flower 
Shop, moved the business to the 
old postoffice building on the 
North side of Buchanan Street in 
1958. Colleen's talents for 
decorating were in much demand, 
especially at the holiday 
seasons when she decorated a 
number of Prairie Grove homes 
for the Christmas holidays. 

Curtis and Backy O\cNairJ 
Vray, who had worked for Knowles 
Flower Shop. purchased the busi
ness JUly 1, 1974 and operated 
it in t. he same location until 
1980 when it was sold to Russell 
and Brenda Black. The Wrays 
moved to Fayetteville and bought 
a flower shop on North Garland 
Street. 

Russell and Brenda Black 
changed the name of the business 
to Blackland Florist. They also 

operated greenhouses on their 
farm East of Prairie Grove and 
bought a Nursery on Highway 16, 
west of Fayetteville. which they 
continue to operate. They 
recently landscaped, and main
tain the plants in Mock Park. 

Neta Ray Faddis, who had 
worked in the local ilower shop, 
purchased it in 1986 and changed 
the name to Flowers '11 Friends. 
She moved the shop t.o i t.s 
present location in the Sttt Ll ss 
building next to the Bank, which 
she remodeled for a flower shop 
in Febrllary 1'~87. 

She i e, assisted i TJ the shop 
by her sister, lonnie C,::ilico, 
full t t mo , and Leola Dees. Helen 
Carter, Karen Young and Lark 
Eads, part time. fhe shop is 
affiliated with FTD and AFS wire 
-se r-v t oe-s . 

lUGINBUEL FUNERAL HOMES 

Loyd Luginbuel of Lincoln has 
operated a funeral home in Lin
coln since 1~j24, and in Prairie 
Grove since 1937. He wa~ born in 
Salem, Arkansas, and in 1929 he 
marri ed Edna Fanki n , who was 
born near Fort Smith dnd gradu

!1.~rr5 «otet on NM'fh Ne~J Street. present lv 

Lugi!?buel ,~£I."!er~J HDhle, rLugJnbuel PhL~t~~) 

ated from high school in Siloam 
Springs. She was given a teach
i ng pos i t i on in the S i loam 
Springs school immediately after 
graduation. She later attended 
the University of Arkansas. and 
taught in Lincoln school for 
fi ve years after they were 
married. 

Edna later attended Mortuary 
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School in Kansas City and holds 
licenses in Arkansas and Okla
ho~, 5he served as mortician 
for their funeral homes in Lin
coln and Prairie Grove for many 
years. 

In 1937 Luginbuels opened a 
Funeral Home in Prairie Grove. 
It occupied the property known 
as the F. H. Carl residence lo
cated on East Buchanan Street I 
just east of Southwestern Elec
tric Power Co. (The building has 
.s i nc e been removed. ) 

The structure was completely 
remodeled and furnished through
out with modern equipment. A 
late model ambulance was also 
added to the business. This 
building also included an 
apartment for the c ar-c t a ke r. 
Vi [lc_'il e n d Pauline Bell t t ved 
t~ere from January 138 until 
1011. 

Luginbuels bought t.he 
Southern Funeral Home in 1942 
and cambi ned the two businesses 
in Prairie Grove, whi Ie con t i no 

ing to operate their Funeral 
Home in Lincoln. 

In 1942 Luginbuels purchased 
the old Marrs Hotel building on 
North Neal Street and remodeled 
it for a funeral home on the 
fir.st floor, and apartments 
upstairs. 

Local people who acetipied the 
apartments upstairs over the 
funeral home and worked part-
time included: Opal Morton, 
Myrtle Bullington, Paul and 
Connie Jones, and Homer and 
Viola Tate, who moved to Prairie 
Grove in 1948. In 1961 the Tates 
moved back to Lincoln but have 
continued to work at the funeral 
home in Prairie Grove. 

Among people who occupied the 
other upstairs apartments were 
Evelyn Bronaugh, Ken and Loretta 
MarVin, Wayne and Lucille Cann, 
Mr, and Mrs. Fred Harrison I 
Charles and Anita Thompson, the 
Kirkendalls, Loyd Wayne and 
Sharon Luginbuel and David 
St ills 

The funeral home was com
pletely remodeled and enlarged 
to include a chapel, waiting 
room, offices, viewing rooms, 

etc. Later improvements include 
a large building on the back of 
the lot to house the funeral 
coach, limousine, car, etc. A. 

Luginbuel Funeral HL'/I}e--!.'18..:·,~ 

new "U" shaped dri veway and 
landscaping was also done at 
this time. 

At the present time the up
stairs apartment is being re
modeled and will be occupied by 
Stacey Luginbuel who has com
pleted mortuary school and plans 
to enter the Uni ve r e t ty of Ar
kansas this fall. 

Loyd and Edna Luginbuel have 
two children: 

Loyd Wayne Luginbuel, who 
married Sharon Morris of Lincoln 
in 1963. They have two children, 
Stacey and Amy; 

Janice Hibbard of Little 
Rock. She has two children, 
Keri I who is married and lives 
in Minneapolis; and Rob, who 
works for the Red Cross and 
lives in Boston. 

Rhea Mill was constructed in 
1854 and was known as the Wood
ruff and Killum Mill. It was de
stroyed by fire during the Civil 
War shortly after the Battle of 
Prairie Grove. It was rebuilt 
or repaired by William Rhea. Th~ 
old stone chimney of the origi
nal mill was donated to Prairie 
Grove Battlefield Park in 1957 
by Mr. and Mrs. George Minnicke, 
Sr., who owned the property at 
that time. 
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DILLDNS GROCERY 

Dillons Grocery Company 
opened a new supermarket in 
Prairie Grove in 1966 on the 
corner of Buchanan and Pittman 
Streets. To make room for the 
store and parki ng lot, the old 

oition« new Food I/arket, corner of Pittman 
and Bochanan, 

(Blakemore Photo.! 

J. O. Bain home on the corner 
was moved further South, facing 
Pittman Street. 

In 1983 Dillons sold their 
stores to the Piggly Wiggly Gro
cery chain but the name Dillon's 
was retained by the new owners. 

In 1987 Dillons needed addi
tional parking space, so the Jo 
Bain house, west of the parking 
lot, which housed offices for 
Stinchcomb Realty and Jim Rush 
Pollution Control, was sold to 
be moved and the area was used 
for parking. 

The company began construc
tion of a new 21,000 square foot 
supermarket in 1988. The two
story house which had been moved 
South, facing Pittman, and which 
housed offices of Dr. Manning, 
was tarn down to make room for 
the new store which opened for 
business on May 4, 1988. The old 
store was razed and the large 
area was included in the parking 
lot. 

Gary Spurlock is store man
ager and department heads are: 
Randall Rieff, groceries; Temple 
Skelton, general merchandise; 
Janice Langrell, head cashier; 
Carl Bartholomew, produce; Fred 
Dick, meat; Bobbie Parris, 

bakery and deli; Angel Burnett, 
dairy; and Eddie Bowling, frozen 
foods manager. 

MAGNETEK UNIVERSAL 

By Dick Patterson 

MagneTek Universal Electric 
was born July 20, 1942, in 
Owosso, Michigan. Steady growth 
over the years resu 1 ted in 
expansion satellite operations 
that included the plant in 
Prairie Grove. 

The production of fractional 
horsepower electric motors to 
ser ve the beating, air condi
tioning and ventilation markets, 
was star"ted in Prairie Grove in 
February, 1981. 

The Prairie Grove Works hires 
approximately 300 Associates in 
the 69, 000 square foot building 
located at the South end of 

l/agneTek Vniver.al flectric Plant In Prairie 
srov». 

Baggett Street. Current produc
tion i::::; at 3,500 motors per day. 

The Universal Electric Family 
and the Universal Electric Fami
ly Spirit have been used to 
build a firm and lasting founda
tion. As Universal Electric 
Associates continue "Working To
gether--Sharing Together," fu
ture goals, fully within the 
capacity, capabilities and re
sources of the Universal 
Electric Family, hold great 
promise. 

The canni ng factory owned by 
Bryan Walker, Lee Jones and 
Ernest Baugh had an $11, 000 im
provement program underway in 
194'7. 
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Southern Hardware Department
 

Soutner» /'Iercantile Company Hardware Department, Pictured in bllggy: Ed Gain and lIalter Edmiston, 

(E, Cate Ptioto)Southern Dry Goods Department 

soutnern /'Ieuantile Company Dry "oods De- Fields lIilson, lIaller Edmiston and 0, N, 
partmen/" Left to Righ/: Jim Pierson, Ella I1cCormick, (E, est» Photo) 
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SOUTHERN ~ERCANTILE CO~PANY 

The Southern Mercantile Com
pany was started in the last 
days of the horse and buggy era 
and operated well into the age 
of automobiles and airplanes. 

Over the years, new services 
and lines of merchandise were 
added, including a radio service 

Cro.a gither. in fronl of Southern lIercin
tit» Co,piny for ari.ing, 

(E. Cile Photo) 

shop, electrical supplies, a 
1 i ne of Gold Medal Feeds, and a 
Funeral Home. 

In connection with the 
Funeral Home, the Southern of
fered ambulance service and sold 
burial insurance. Joe King, who 
divided his time between the 
Funeral Home and the hardware 
department, was employed by the 
Southern for more than t.wenty 
years. At that time he held the 
town record for the lonl2;est 

Interior of orv 600a. Oepirtment, Southern 
IIeuintile Co, 

(H, lIobley Photo) 

,outhern lIercintile Compiny, Liaies 
600as Oepirt.ent, 

(E, Cale P~olo.! 

period of service with one busi
ness. 

At one time the Southern 
Mercantile sold buggies, One of 
the photos accompanying this 
article shows buggies 1 i n e d up 
for display in the hardware de
par-t.ment.: A former employee re
membered the buggies being kept 
on a platform back of the second 
hand rooms in the old Wilson 
bu t Ld t ng . He also remembered 
when there was no hi tchi ng room 

Southern lIercinlile Co,piny (not» round 
.indo.s on liesI side of building and old tovn 
pump.!, 

IE, Cale Photo) 
in town on Saturdays. 

The late S. H, (Dood) Neal 
worked in the Southern Dry Goods 
about fifteen years. He was em
ployed in the Grocery Department 
during World War I and recalled 
that you bought only two pounds 
of sugar at thirty cents per 
pound, 

Fred Carlisle served as gro
cery manager for a number of 
years. Feed sales were handled 
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through this department, and at 
one time they had contracts to 
feed 16,000 chicks, about twen

ty flocks. 
Regular employees of the 

Southern in 1941 included: Frank 
Maupin, bookkeeper; Roy Glover, 
deliveryman; Harry Mobley, radio 

'-1 

Southern ~erc.ntile Comp.ny 
(E. C.te Proto) 

repairmanj John Maxey, grocery 
department; Frank west, hardware 
department; Claud Nations, feed 
salesman; and John Self, appli 
ance roan. 

Good roads and improved modes 
of transportation gradually had 
their effect on small towns such 
as Prairie Grove. The Dry Goods 

Department of the Southern was 
closed in 1948. Dood Neal opened 
Neal's Dry Goods, which is still 
in DperatiDn under the manage
ment of his daughter, Marguerite 
(Mrs. Howard) Carney. 

The Grocery Department was 
closed out in 1958, and was 
later used for storage. 

The Hardware Department was 
enlarged to include the west 
side of the building formerly 
housing the Dry Goods Department 
and continued to be open for 
business until the death of Miss 
Florence Hill in November, 1987. 

soutrern ~uc.nlil e Co. tod.,v--Time t.kes its 
tot t-rclosed .flu de.th of ~lSS Florence HiII, 
o~ner-'I.n.gu, (0, lIisweII Proto) 

Newspaper
 
PRAIRIE GROVE NE~SPAPER HISTORY BEGINS IN 1885 

(Information from files in 
Prairie Grove Enterprise office) 

Prairie Grove's first news
paper, The Prairie Grove News, 
wa:3 published in June, 1885, by 
Dr. C. G. Garrison , physician 
and surgeon. He was Bossi sted by 
his son, Joseph Garrison, a 
printer. Dr. E, G, McCormick was 
a silent partner. The newspaper 
wa:3 pri n t e d on a small job press 
owned by Dr, Garrison and lJsed 
for printing his advertisements 
for the 55-8-F6 and 8-F6 and 4 
worm medicine made by Dr. Garri 
son. 

After pUblication of a few 
issues, a Mr. Oliphant, a young 
lawyer from Florida became the 
active editor and issued the 
paper until August, 1885, when 

publication ceased. The shop was 
located in a frame building on 
the south side of Buchanan 
Street at about the pres~nt 

location of the cleaners, It was 
separated by a walk-way from the 
drug store and the First Nation
al Bank. 

The News was succeeded in 
1887 by the Prairie Grove 
Banner, edited and published by 
H, Milton Butler, who continued 
the paper for several years, Mr. 
Butler sold the Banner to a Mr. 
Renfro who continued publication 
for a time. 

The printing equipment had 
been purchased in Benton County 
and was originally stored at 
Viney Grove until it was deter
mined whether the railroad would 
be built through Viney Grove or 
Prairie Grove. This equipment 
consisted of several caSes of 
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type and an old Prouty cylinder 
press which was used by later 
publishers and finally replaced 
in the 1930s by the Vliswells. 
The press was turned by hand for 
many years before it was 
"modernized" with a gasoline 
motor. ~hen electricity was 

Enterpr ise ot t t t e on west Buch..inan st, Note 
Ford cal' decorat.ed tor Trades OaF Parade, 

brought. to Prairie Grove, an 
electric motor was added, 

The Banner office wa2 in an 
old log building, about 12' x 
12'. located about wh e r e the 
Farmers Hardware now is, and was 
all by itself in a wooded area. 
Circulation was about fifty 
~opies published each Frj1iay. 
The late Mel M. '·.;ollier was the 
printer's devil (helper), 

Accord i ng to mast .bead~. on 
some 1887 and 1888 papers, the 
original owner was j ained by 
W. N. Butler (no r e l a tt on r . 
VI, N, Butler was born in 2he]J.y
vi Ll e J Tenn. He mo v e d to Evans
ville and was married before 
moving to Prairie Grove in 1886 
wllere he owned a general mer
chandise store in addition to 
being in the printing buslness. 

During the period from 1887 
to 1900 two newspapers were pub
lished in Prairie Grove, The 
Rising SUD was published by a 
Mr. Brasfield. In a short time 
he sold it to the Banner. 

The Prairie Grove Record 
owned by G, R. Bradfield wasl 

printed in 1596, r e p l a c i ng the 
Banner. The Record was succeeded 
in 1900 by the Prairie Grove 
Herald, owned and published hy 
M. L. Hildebrand. 

The Hildebrands awned and op
erated the newspaper about 

twenty-five years before sellins 
it to John Sallas of Clarks
ville, Arkansas, March 29, 1926. 
Sallis published the Herald for 
a time, then sold to a Nr . Tall
man of Gentry. Mr. Tallman died 
before final arrangements we r-e 

made) and his widow published 
the paper until 1926 when it was 
purchased by Mrs, J. ~, ~ebh, 

wife of Dr. J. VI. Vlebb, ., 
dentist. 

Probably during the Hilde
bra nd'ss ownership, the printing 
shop was moved to the bu i Ld t ng 
presently occupied hy the Okla
homa Tire and Supply, The hand
~et weekly was priIlted each 
Thursd3Y on the original two

6, E, 41is1il?ll operates smail JQb press, the 
onlv piece of onginal eqUlpflJel7t st il l 117 /l51? bv 
the Enterpl'lse PI'llltlng department. 

page Prouty press which had been 
modernized with a gasoline 
motor. 

Shortly after Mrs. Vlebb 
bought the paper in 1926, she 
bought the first type-setting 
machine to be used in Prairie 
Grove--a Model Z Intertype. She 
also had an electric motor 
installed to run the machinery. 
Roy Nixon) now of Springdale, 
assisted in the shop. 

Mrs, Webb, a native of 
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Brighton, Tenn. moved to Arkan
sas in 1914. Her husband, the 

late Dr. J. IJ. \lett, was a 
practicing dentist in Prairie 
Grove for ma n y y e e r ss, and Mrs. 
Webb was active in the First 
Presbyterian Church and the 
WOTll..--.=tn's Club, now the Federated 

P.~[JC~).-k (vi rnder t,"I?SS whuh or imec tbe 
Enterp»: 512 ~Ieeklv, and tre r,~al)e5 Day sneets 
seflu-mont/i}v, ,f~'r Q\Jer 30 rears It te{'}aced the 
crunn«! ol c ,,jrouty Press, 

Woman's Club. At her death, her 
11ome, Ull the corner of Neal and 
P-uchanaIl, was willed to the FWC 
10 be used t o r a meeting place 
and research library f:Jr Prairie 
Grove history. Dr. Webb's office 
W,.~:3 a '3::TJ,~I] t r-c me buildi.ng 0:1 

the home lot, but .facing Buchan
an (now oc.c up Le d by the SugEl.r 
Tree) . 

Cctober 4, 19.'32 the Fayette
ville Daily Democrat (now the 
No r t.h we s.r Ar xe nssa e, Times) pur
'_hased the sub":;cription list of 
the Herald. Roy Nixon pub::"ished 
e.e v e r a 1 i.sS1JeS of a tree ci rcu
.l e t Lo n paper, the Prairie Grove 
Leadpr, for a .few months. 

Pra t r t e Grove was without a 
new~;paper until November 19, 
1936 when the firct issue of ~he 

Pra i r t e Grove Enterprise was 
publ Le b ed by Wiswell & Son. 
Georse b. Wiswell Sr, c n d G. E. 
Yf'3well Jr. po r c ha eed the print
ing equipment from Mrs. Webb and 
began publication of the Prairie 
Grove Enterprise. The Enterprise 
carried the slogan, II A Communi ty 
Newspaper Dedicated to Building 
a Better Community," and the 
~iswells set tllat as a goal dur

ing their years of operation. 
The printing office was lo

cated in the West side of the 

building nOw occupied by the 
Oklahoma Tire and Supply. On the 
East side was a cafe run by 
Virgil Mayberry. The Prairie 
Grove Telephone Company was in 
t he upstairs over the cafe. To 
the West of the Enterpr:se was 
the Dorman Monument works, 
operated by E. H. Dorman a pio
neer Prairie Grove bU:3inessman. 

Originol equipment includpd: 
Model Z Intertype (first type
setting machine manufactured by 
Ln t.e r t.ype > , a Prouty Cylinder 
Press, known as the "Gr ass
hopper"; an e x lO-inch C & P 
job press, 19-1nch paper cutter, 
several cases of type for hand-
setting, a.nd numerous smaller 
L't.e mss needed t or printing 
1et ter-pre'ss. The In te r t. ype and 
two pr-e-seee we r-e powered by a 
two-horse electric motor set at 
the back of the shop, with a 
drive-shaft running along the 
wall with a belt to each 
machi ne . 

The Enterprise publication 

6e""ge E. iliswelJ .II', snd 6eorge E, ili..eIl 
Sr, in Enterprts» ottit» on Buchanan st, 

was a family operation. George 
Sr. began his newspaper career 
with the Green Forest (Ark. ) 
Tribune as a "printer's devil" 
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(an apprentice), and after work
ing there several years, he be
came skilled in type-setting by 
hand, press work, writing, 
proof-reading and other early
day requirements for a printer
publisher. He worked in a number 
of pri ntshops in Arkansas, 

OQnald (ljslJlell, cj)llege studetii . opereted 

dutJ.1OJafu iob print.ir7g press, 

Mi s:30uri and Oklahoma, He mar
ried Ida Beck of Green Forrest 
in 1910 and they moved to Pang
burn, Ark., where they bought 
the Pangburn News. A son, George 
E. Jr. was born there, and the 
family lived in several towns 
and worked with various news
~apers before 1936 when they 
established the Enterprise. 

About 1943 the Enterprise was 
moved from the original location 
to the Masonic building on Mock 
Street, its present location. 
The move was a major project. 
All equipment had to be dis
assembled--moved piece by 
piece--to the new location, and 
re-assembled and adj usted in 
time to print the following 
week's Enterprise. Everything 
was carried by hand or carted 

out the back door, across the 
alley and into the back door of 
the new location. Jim Cavett, 
Prairie Grove nightwatchman, 
assisted in the move. 

Mrs. J. W. Webb served as 
social editor and local reporter 
of the Enterprise during the 
ownership of the Wiswells. 

Newton Baker worked in the 
mechanical department for a 
number of years. Walter Smith, a 
handicapped person, worked in 
the printing office, doing odd 
jobs, for many years. Richard 
Layman began work in 1966 and is 
still in the pr-Ln t.Lng department 
of the Enterprise. 

Others working for the Wis
wells over the years included 
Ella Speedlin (Mrs. Joe De I a p i , 

Emogene Hutchinson (Mrs. Darwin 
Delap), Betty (Mrs. Jack) Curt-
singer, Thelma (Mrs. Harry) 
Delap, Juanita (Mr:os. Bob) Ray, 
Helen (Mr'~. Ja.ck) Cook, Ke r Le e n 
<Mrs. John) Brewster, Florene 
(Mrs. Ray) Cornwell. 

Mrs. George Wiswell Sr. rl.ied 
in 1950 and George Sr. retired 
in July, 1956. The G. E. "'is- 
wells a s.e.c med full owne rs.h t p and 
o pe r-a t t on of the En t e r p r i «> at 
that time. George Wiswell d i e d 
in 1971. 

The Wiswells owned the En~er
prise from its founding in 1936 
until 1965 when it was s.o Ld to 
the Tri~State Publishers of 
Springdale, Jim Edgrnan, pres i >

(jent aIld publisher. III July 1965 
the commercial printing depart
ment and equipment was re
purchased by the Wiswells, and 
the newspaper of f ice was moved 
to the East side of the building 
now occupied by the ilower shop. 
Mrs. He r rae n McMurry wrote local 
news and worked in the office. 
The Enterprise was changed to a 
tabloid size and was printed by 
offset in Springdale. 

June 1, 1967, Boyce Davis, 
owner of the Lincoln Leader, 
purchased the Enterprise from 
Jim Edgmon and resold it to the 
Wiswells. The printing of the 
Enterprise was brought back t.o 
the local office where an e-page 
Duplex press had been inst~11ed 
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to handle the newspaper and the 
Trades Day advertising circular 
printed twice monthly by the 
Wiswells. 

L:, E, liISllh:,U sed/eo' at !h;deJ 14 t inoivoe 
~,h: (I-; it/as '..,~t?d t'~jl·'7ev.'5.f!dpe!' vcri . 

Ma./' 6, 19'11, after thirty
tive years of printing and pub
lishing, the Wiswells sold the 
e n tr r e busi ness to the Alan 
Nicholas family cf Cleveland, 
Ohio. Tht?y published the paper 
until May 1974 Wh!?T1 Carroll and 
Paddy Rainwater of Colorado pur
chased the newspaper and commer
cial printing business. February 
6, 1975, they sold to Jeff 
Mc:Lamore, who owned the 'West
ville, Ok Le . , paper, and Larry 

Golden Who had established, and 
were pub l t en r ng , the Prairie 
Grove News in competition to 

Rainwater. The two papers were 
combined as the Prairie Grove 
Enterprise and became part of 
the Cherokee Corp. which alsoI 

included the Lincoln Leader and 
Westville Record. 

In June, 1985, the corpo
ration was purchased by Boyce 
Davis of Lincoln and David 
McClinton of Fayetteville who 
added the West Fork Observer to 
the Cherokee Group. Beth Sv ur-r e 
is editor of the Pra i r i e Grove 
Enterprise and Lincoln Leader. 

I .. , 1··,1 
I 

Pralne 6'rJl'B Eniercrise OffltB L'17 Ncrtt: scc« 
Street, present lorst 1on, 

Post Offices
 
SWEET HOME POST OFFICE WAS 
FIRST TO SERVE PRAIRIE GROVE VALLEY 

(Prom files in Joy Webb Li brary , 
Pra i ri e Gro'{,,"e) 

Sweet Home, t he f t r-sst Post 
Office in Pre i r t P Grove Valley, 
Wd':3 established in September 
1840 whi Le Ne r-t i n Van Buren was 
pr;-,.!side!lt of the United states, 
j a roes, Chestnut PitJtrnan was ap
pointed postn05ter and served 
u n t : 1 Nove mbe r 1844 when the 
o ff ic e Wc3.S discontinued. It was 
re-established in January 1845 
wi th Mr. Pi ttman r-e-r a ppo t nted by 
President John Tyler. Pittman 
wa-s succeeded by Wm, D. Shores 
in November of 1845. The office 
was discontinued in April 1846, 

The building was a log struc

t u i e built by Mr. Pittman and 
used as a post office and store. 
It was located east of town, 
near the spot where .Jack Wynn 
presently has a milk barn, It 
was later occupied by William 
Edward Pittman, son of James 
Chestnut Pittman, as a resi
dence, The following children of 
William E. Pittman were born in 
the old Sweet Home Post Oft ice 
building, James, Ellis, Eliza, 
Willie and Jessie. W. E. Pittman 
died t n 1920. 

James Chestnut Pittman, the 
first postmaster, was the son of 
Samuel Pittman who brought his 
family from North Carolina to 
Al e barna , then to Arkansas in 
1828, He lived f Lrs t at Evans
ville, then Carle Hill and fin
ally in 1831 settled on the farm 
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Sweet. HL'me Post tlt t i ce wa'5 Prur i« GrL've ''5 
flrsl Post Office, 

east of Prairie Grove which is 
nDW Dccupied by Jack Wynn. 

His wife was Mary Alvira Tut
tle and they had seven children, 
three Df whDm died in early 
childhood. Those who survived 
were Samuel Pinckney! William 
Edward, James Middleton, and 
Mary Dallas. 

James Middleton Pittman was 
Judge Df the District CDurt 1874 
to 1878 and f r orn 1882 t.o 1890. 
Samual Pi nckney Pi ttman, who 
owned much land I was known as 
Captain Pink Pittman. He died in 
1916. Mary Dallas married Dudley 
Him,s and they lived in Oklo.
hDIDa, 

James Chestnut Pi 't.t.me n had 
two sisters who came to Prairie 
GrDve Valley with his family. 
Nancy married a Mr. Stevenson, 
and Winey married R. A. Sharp. 

PRAIRIE GROVE'S SECOND POST 
OFFICE BORE SCARS OF BATTLE 

(From ti 1 es in Joy Webb Li bra r y, 
Pra i r I e Grove) 

The second Post Office in 
this community WdS located in 
what is now the Prairie Grove 
Battlefield Park and was called 
"Ada." It was in a frame build
ing e ppr ox i ma t.e Ly 20 x 30 feet 
in size and was used as a store 
and saddle shDp. 

The bu i l d i ng was in the line 
of fire during the Battle of 
Prairie Grove and was hit by a 

number of bullets as the picture 
indicates. One Df the bullets 
struck a keg Df mDlasses and the 
contents soon covered the floor. 
After the Po-s t Office was dis
cDntinued, the building was 
moved across the road to the 
Hugh Rog e r e h o me o n Battlefield 
Road . It stDDd f o r many yeo.no, 
and when it WctS wrecked, t-he 
bll11et-riddled (lnor was stored 
tn the 8C1.rdg~ a t the home CJf Mr. 
and HI s. W. H. Baggett OIl the 
C(Jrner of Neal and Parks 
str~ets, now oGcupied by Miss 
LrJr-ene Jones and het" br()ther, 
Lee. 

/Ida was the ns..?:e ot Fraine Grove IS Second 
Pcst Dtt ite, N"rlh ct B,ttlelleN rsr«, 

In the sIJJ .l ng of 1 '::l4O , while 
Mr. and MJ~ tT~rry P. Dutton 
oCLul-_;J~d the houst':', the ::~ara8~ 

bur ned awl the door ,one o J t bl-" 
treo~lJred rp1i,.:-::, of th8 Fr.=..irj., 
Grov8 Chap1.(~r, Unit8d Ddug]der~-. 

of t.b~ ('onfi::"dl::'ra.<::y I W8.:;; 3CJII17. 

Tho Ada PCI·..:,t OftLc e we e .=, .... ,-
1oblL:-,hed ill July ie'S? nt;rin.::; 
tlle e drnt n i c.t.r a t t o n of PI ("'::;ldel11

Ada Fest Dffue 111 di l spidet ed ,,,MII:,,n, 
NCfte bullet hol e« 1.'1 the door, 

James Bu c lia ne n with AI c h I bald 
Borue n as jJllstmaster. He served 
u r.t.a 1 1858 and was succeeded by. 

135 



Mr'3. Bordo n ' s fat.her I Hugh 
Rogers. Mr. Rogers e e r ved u n t t I 
the Post Office was discontinued 
in Ff-~brud.ry, 1<'367, 

POSTMASTERS WHO '3ERVED SWEET HD~E
 

ANO ADA POST OFFICES IN 1800.
 

Jam~'3 Che e t.nu t. Pi t t me n , 1.~',44 

(post office disc~ntinued) 

James Chl":-"stnut Pi t t man , 1845 
Creappointed--post office 
r e r rrpe n-sd ) 

William D Shores, 1845-1846 
(post oj:1i.:e discontinued) 

Ar,:hibald Bord€~11l 1857-1858 
HU8h Rogers, 1858-1867 (post 

office discontinued) 

PRAIRIE GROVE PO~T OFFICE HISTORY 

By Susan Parks 

Of all post offices estab
lished in Washington County 
during the Reconstruction Era, 
Prairie Grove's is the only one 
which is still in service today, 
However I pri or to its construc
tion in downtown Prairie Grove, 
two other post offices inter
mittently served the community, 

The first post office in the 
area was located in Sweet Home, 
which opened in 1840 and closed 
in 1846, Eleven years went by 
before the next postal building 
opened on what is now the 
Battlefield Park, Named after a 
daughter of postmaster Archibald 
Borden, the Ada post office man
aged the mail until it was 
forced to close during the CiVil 
War, A casualty of the Battle of 
Prairie Grove, the small frame 
bu I Ld i ug was moved a short dis
tance west after 1865, People 
often visited the empty struc
ture to dig bullets out of the 
wood. 

On July 18, 1867. the com
munity'S third post office 
opened on what is possibly now 
the building's current location. 
Listed below are the postmasters 
and the dates they began their 
service, Absalom Rice 1867; 
Eliza E, Reinhart - 1868; Tilgh
man H, Addison - 1871; James P. 
Neal 1873; John Cole 1889; 

Lafayette C. McCormick 1893; 
Nelson Mallicoat - 1897; Clinton 
E, Cole - 1910; Joel M. Harrison 

1914; Robert B. Cox 1922; 
.La mee H. Carnahan - 1935; Joe C. 
Parks 1964; James D. Ross 
1985. 

Information for this article 
was obtained from Washington 
CQunty Postrnasterf'( and Post 
offices, 1829-1976. Compiled and 
published by Deane G. Carter and 
distributed by the Washington 
County Historical Society, 1976. 
p. 24. This issue is located in 
the Special Collections Depart
ment, Mullins Library, Univer
sity of Arkansas. 

PRAIRIE GROVE POST OFF1CE HISTORY 
GATHERED FROM OLO NEWSPAPER FILES 

(Information from :files 01~ t iie: 
Prairie Grove Herald, Prairie 
Grove En t.er prI sse , and Joy Webb 
Library, Prairie Grove) 

The fire of February 13, 1906 
destroyed much of the North si de 
of Buchanan Street including the 
Poest. Office which was opened in 
the Barton Carl property between 
1875 and 1880. The Post Office 
was a total loss except for the 
iron safe and its contents. This 
building was the property of the 
postmaster, Nelson Mallicoate. 

Following the fire, the Post 
Office was inunediately mov e d to 
the directors' room in the Union 
National Bank building, where it 
was opened for business until a 
new location was ready. A modern 
brick building replaced the one 
which burned, and on September 
14, 1906, the Post Office was 
moved from the bank to the new 
building on the site of the old 
Post Office. Clinton E. Cole was 
postmaster in 1910. 

In 1914 Postmaster Joel M, 
Harrison moved the Post Office 
four doors east to the Mock 
Building, This location was used 
until 1952 when the Post Office 
was moved to the Fidler building 
on West Buchanan Street, which 
is now a part of OTASCO. 

Robert B. Cox was Prairie 
Grove Postmaster from September, 
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1922, until	 July, 1935, when he 
was replaced Henryby J. Carna
han. 

Following the retirement of 
J. H. Carnahan in 1964, Joe C. 
Parks, who had been a rural car
r ier for C\ number of years, was 
appointed postmaster. Parks 

Joe Parks on FishIng Trip 
O. Park's rboto) 

served in this position until 
his death ir~ 1984. Jim Ross, who 
had 21 years experience in 
p ce t.e I service, moved here from 
Al tUB, Arkansas and became post
me-s t e r- in 1985, and is the 
P! e sse n t posi..master. 

Virginia West (now Mrs. Roy 
Jackson of Lincoln) began work 
as a clerk in the Prairie Grove 
Post Office in 1936 and was 
assistant postmaster when she 
retired in 1976. 

Hattie Mae Jones (IIOW Mrs, 
Hugh Carney) worked as clerk, 
and later as ae.e Le t a n t to the 
postmaster from JUly 1945 until 
June 1973 when she retired. 

Mary Lou (Mrs, George) West 
b8gan work in the post office in 
1969 and worked until 1985. 

PRESENT POST OFFICE 
DEDICATED IN 1963 

In 1963 the present post 
office bu t Ld i ng was constructed 
on the East side of Mock Park 
and was dedicated May 23 of that 
year by Harold Jinks of Washing

ton, D.C., director of Post
masters and Rural Carriers' 
appointments. The Prairie Grove 
Lions Club sponsored the dedica
tion. 

John L. Vandiver, super
intendent of Prairie Grove 
Schools, served as master of 
ceremonies for the dedication 
program which included: Invoca
tion, Rev. Harvey Hazelwood; 
Remarks and Introduction of Em
ployees, Postmaster Carnahan; 
Welcome, Mayor Calvin Ba i n : In
troduction of Distinguished 
Guests, John Vandiver; History 
of Post Office, George Wiswell; 
Introduction of Speaker, Dr. 
Frank Riggal1; Dedication Ad
dress, Harold Jinks, Director of 
Postmasters and Rural Carrier 
Appointments, Washin8ton, D.C. i 

F1a8 Raising Ceremony by Prairie 
G,ove Boy Scouts, Lee Sharp, 
Sc:outmaster. Open House in the 
new building followed the dedi
cation. 

Prairie 6rove Post	 Office 
1'0, Wiswell Photo) 

The red-brick Post Office 
building, 48' x 49' in size, 
with a loading dock on the back, 
is located on a lot 75 x 165 
feet which was purchased from 
Dr. Will H. Mock. Fourteen 
hundred feet of paved parking 
area is available. 

As this history is being 
written (1988) Jim Ross is post

master of the Prairie Grove Post 
Office. Peggy Tuck, of Spring
dale, and Freeman Bentley serve 
as clerks, and Rural Carriers 
are Charles Knowles and Gene 
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Cates. Substitute carriers are 
David Bartholomew and Warren 
Napier. 

When Dillons npened their new 
grocery :3tore, a satellite post 
office was included as a custo
mer service. Stamps, cards, 
money orders, etc. , can be pur~ 

chased t h e r e . 

HISTORY OF PRAIRIE GROVE'S 
RURAL MAlL ROUTES 

(Prairie GroFe Enterprise Files) 

RURAL ROUTE NO. ! 

Rural Free Delivery became 
available Novembe r- 1, 1904, when 
William M. Graham was appointed 
carrier" (If Rural Route 1. He 
s~rved 17 years and was succeed
ed Ly Samue 1 w. Adams, who 
served until 1924. Clyde Delap 
followed Mr, Adams and was car
r i~r for Route I u n t. 11 his 
father, Joe A. Delap. retired 
frem Route 3 a nd Clyde t.rc ne> 
f e rr e d £1 L)ln Ruute 1 to Route 3. 
El'uert Beaty was e ppo t rrt ed car
rier on Route 1 in 1942 and 
served until his transf~r to 
Route 2 wherl Oscar Sharp retired 
December 31, 19~2. Joe C. Parks 
was appointed carrier .La n u a r y 
1958, replacing Beaty on Rout.e 
1, and e.sc- ve d .i n that Cdprtcity 
until he W3S appointed post
mast~r , 

MCJre recent l.:arrlers o n Route 
1 are Char-les Knowles, 1965
1970; Lloyd Jordan, lQ70-198;', 
and Gene Cates who was appointed 
In 1961 and currently serves in 
that c a pa c. i t.y . 

When e·3t3.blished Rout~~ 1 was, 

25 mi 11:?s long. The route now has 
a mileage of 70.40. 

RURAL ROUTE NO, 2 

Rural Route No. 2 was estab
lished November 15, 1905. The 
first ce r r Le r was William H. 
Maddox, appointed November 15, 
1905. He s8rved unti: his re
tirement in 1919. He was suc
ceeded by Oscar X.Sharp who was 
appointed February 23, 1920. Xr. 
Sharp served 33 years, ret i ri ng 

De c e rnbe r 31, 1952. Elbelt Be e t.y , 
who had served as carrier on 
Route 1 since e p.po r n t.me a t in 

1942, was transferred to Route 2 
wht>r'e he sse r-ve d until his r e -: 
tirement in 1970. Che r Le s. 

Knowles transferred to Route 
a--:-, Beaty's r-e-t i r-s-me nt s r.d r,=:,
ma t n-s in that position. 

RURAL ROVTE NO, 3 

Ru r a I Rou t e No. 'J W-':J.:~ e2,tab
lished Nove mbe r 15) 1905. Edva r-d 
C. Henson WaS the first CcH l'ler 
on. this rout.e. He resign2d No-: 
VI-:'! mbe r- 30, 1909 and wc:t:'~ sur~

ce e ded by Joe A. Delap who wes, 

a ppo i n t ed carr il'".:'r De-c.e mbe : .:-0, 
1909. He r e tt red ill 1941 a f t e r
ee r v t ng 33lh y eo r ss . Hi <, v.c r, , 

Clyde H. Delap, who had served 
Rou t.e 1 since 1925, was tr(~ns

ferred to Route 3. 
When ess-t.a b l Lah-sd . thl-:'-' rui 1~,18e 

on Route 3 was J7-1/4 mile:::] and. 
the pre5erlt milt::a~e is 43.60. 

At Clyde De18p's retiI'ement 
irl 1966, Route 3 was absorbed by 
Rou-t-es, 1 a nd 2. vhe n Rou te :3 we s. 
e e te b Lts.he d the mileage was 1'(
1/4 miles. When it; was included 
in Rou t 8';::'. 1 o nd 2 the roi 1 eage 
was 43.6C. 

Churches 
PRAIRIE GROVE CHURCH OF CHPJ'iT 

In 1936 t.he Gcrve- r n ree n t. t>..ve
nu e (now the Center ;~1-reet) 

Cllurch of Christ of Fayett:e
Ville, sponscred a ten-day meet_~ 

i Dg in Muck Park wt th He rbe r t. 
Huuker preaching. At tbe -l()s~~ 

of the me~ti..ng t.b r-ee fami lie'::., 
llegan meeting e nd c·ulldu<:.ting 
:3ervic~5 ill the Ame rLt en Le~jc:m 

bui Idlng. One of those rami 1 if='':"--;;, 

W.:1~-:> thE' Ed Bro y Le--s f,Ho':'ly. 
Broyles served as ~lder hnd 
leader in -t ho c.hc.r-c.h until ht e. 
death February 6, 1986. Mrs. 
Broy Les is a pr e sse n t member of 
t.he church. 

In 1948 a lot was purch83ed 
at 309 East .Parks Street Monel a 
frame buildin8 was erected in 
1952 with donated lahor from the 
members. Later additional lots 
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Church M Chrisl 

were purchased, i nc l ud i ng the 
adjoining proper~y on the corner 
of Pittman and Parks Street for 
additioIlal parking space. 

In 1979 a new building was 
erected at the same location and 
all old bu ildi Jlg5 were removed 
to provide more parking spal;e. 
The auditorium of the new church 
setlts approximately 275, and t.he 
Sunday School acconunodates 14 
classes. On November 25, 1979 
the church began services in 
t.h Is building, which also in
clud8s a spacious nursery and 
f e Ll o ws n i p hall. 

Those who have pastored 
throughout the years i neI ude 
Bobby Barnett, G~orge Broyles) 
D. B. He bba r d . Eugene Henderson. 
C. E ..Iribn s.o n , Roe Xe e dor , Guy 
COLeb, Ray King, Jack Cole, Lynn 
Tur n.e r , Ed Spurlock, Dean Pap
p i s.h , Oris Sa.yler, John Dockery, 
and Leon Glenn, present 
minister. 

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOe CHURSH 

By Flora Bond 

The first. meeting of the 
Assembly of God Church was held 
in 't.be L8810n Hut July 19, 1964, 
with seventeen ~n attendance. 
The First Assembly of God Church 
of PI-airie Grove was set in 
order November 1965 with 
twenty-two me rnbe r-s . Rev. C. S. 
Kirkendall was minister and 
members were: Rev. C. S. and 
Ellen Kirkendall, Naomi and Cal
vi n Kl r-k e n d a L; i Harol d De a n and 
Virginia Risley; Robert Dale and 

Kennie Mae Boyd; John and Mari
lyn Gregory; Patsy Cole; Freddie 
and Connie Ritter; Debbie Kaye 
Whorton; Gladys Pennellj Frank 
and Emily Tunnell; Shelby and 
Le 1 a Di 11 ; Tororoi e and Mar y Lou 
Igo (transferred); and L. C. 
Bu t t e r f I e l d . Additional members 
by water baptism were Johnnie 
and Sharon Grose. 

,he Assembly purchased the 
old Grade School bUilding on the 
corner of Neal and Bush Streets 
after the school was moved to 
the new building. 

Following the resignation of 
Rev. Kirkendall, Rev. Ronnie 
Gaither carne as pastor. Follow
ing Rev. Gaither, Reverends 
Frank and Faye Cos:'ner tock over 
the pastorate of the Prairie 
Grove Church. 

Up to this time very ] i ttle 
had been done to improve the 
building, but urtder the leader
ship of Erother Costner, 
improvement of the sanctuary was 
begun. The old theater-type 
chairs whi':::h wer-e noted for 
snaggl TIg c I at hes, were repl aced 
wi th pews wi th c u s h t oned seats 

'lII 

~ssemb/y of 60d Church 

and backs. They were paid for by 
pledges and love offerings. The 
next proj ect was carpet i ng the 
floors. 

In the Sunday School class
rooms, ceilings were lowered, 
partitiuns built, ana rooms 
paneled. Restrooms were moved 
from the besse me n t to the ground 
floor, and heating and air 
conditioning units were in
stalled. 

The last improvement w~s 
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installation of a kitchen in the 
Northwest room. A counter was 
bu1l t separating the kitchen 
from the dining area and a 
refrigerator, gas range, hot 
water heater and storage cabi
nets were added. 

Brother and Sister Costner 
worked very hard for the church 
and congregation, but because of 
his failing health they resigned 
and moved to their home in 
Springdale, where they lived 
when Mr. Costner died. Sister 
Costner has continued to carry 
on the Lord's work near her home 
in Springdale. 

Pastors following the Cost
ners were Brothers Hugh Still, 
Bud Lawrence, Robert Morrison, 
Roy Grinder, and Rev. C. L, Keck 
who is the present pastor. 

CHURCH OF GOD 

By ]'(rs, N. E, DLJnnag_~n 

In 1943 Mr. and Mrs. M. B. 
Dunnagan moved to the Prairie 
Grove area and immediately began 

Chuuh or God 

a movement to establish the 
Church of God. 

The first church meetings 
were held in a tent in the 
southern part of Prairie Grove, 
and after a revi va 1 meet i ng a 
Sunday School and Church WaS 

oIganized and they began to hold 
regu 1ar meet i ngs ina horne on 
South Neal Street. 

Later they purchased a plot 
of grou nd on Vlest Cleveland 
Street and built a church build
ing. The Church of God was 

organized in Prairie Grove in 
1949 with approximately twelve 
membe r s . TIle Rev. Ernest Dunna
gan was pastor. 

The church is active and con
tinues under the pastorate of 
the Rev. Carl Edler. 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

By Lorene Jones 

Land for the site of the 
First Christian Church of Prair

'(',</ ~""s .::: 
,. ~~""1 

First ChristIBn Church (original bUildIng) 

ie Grove was acqUired on May 19 1 

1885 from George VI. and Margaret 
A. Reed, grandparents of Marvi n 
Moore. Details of the construc
tion date and cost of the 
original building are not 
available, but it stood at the 
corner of Kate Smi th and Bush 
Street for about 40 years. 

The sanctuary and basement of 
the present building were built 
in 1928 at a cost of $4,953.62. 
(Carpenters were paid 37-1/2 

Chl'ist.ian Church In 1928 

cents per hour. ) Dedication 
services were held May 6, 1928, 

140
 



with most of the town joining 
in. For many years it was the 
only place in town wi th a 
ki tchen and room for banquets. 
etc. 

The adj acent 77 ft. wi de lot 
on the south was purchased from 
Mrs. Mae Skelton on January 15, 

First Christian Church (present buildJng) 
1951, and after her death the 
adjoining lot and house were 
purchased from her heirs on May 
9, 1955. 

The annex wi th additional 
classrooms was compl eted in 
1974. 

Only sketchy information is 
available from 1885 to 1897. 
Some of the ministers during 
that period were Bros. Knox, 
Combs! and Du nn l a ve y . It is be
lieved that Mr. Curtis, father 
af Mrs. Mattie Wilson, may have 
served during this time. 

The Campbell family moved to 
the area in 1901. It seems the 
Christian Church was not haVing 
services during that era and 
sometime later Mrs. B, C. Camp
bell (grandmother of Phoebe 
Harris and Anne LaRew) toured 
the town in her horsedrawn buggy 
inviting people to church and 
got services going again. 

During part of 1904, 1905 and 
part of 1906, Bro. H. S. Mobley 
(father of Harry S. Mobley) 
filled the pUlpit. 

No records are available from 
1907 to 1914, but the ministers 
listed below served the church: 
O. B. Sears, 1914-15; J. S. 
Foust, 1923-25; J. W. Towry, 
1926-27, C. R. Malone, 1927-28: 

R. M. Phillips, 1928-29: and T. 
G. Fish, 1929-30. Walter Bell, 
brother of Tom Bell, preached 
some during 1918 or 1919. In 
October 1922, F. W. Strong held 
a tent revival with several ad
ditions to the church. He was 
the father of Edwin Strong who 
was instrumental in organizing 
Ozark Bible College. 

During the '30s and early 
'40s three members of the church 
took turns speaking on Sunday 
morni ng, They were J. Frank 
Holmes, H. S. Mobley and Harry 
Mobley. Some weeks there were 
guest speakers including 
students from Ozark Bi ble 
College. Eugene McConley, 1948: 
E. F. Norwood, 1949-50: F. C, 
Barrows, 1951; H. R. McKissack 
1951-53; Ray E. Hunt, 1953-56 
Frank Runyan, 1956 (6 months) 
Galen Clark, 1957-58: Ralph A. 
Fox, 1958-59; Dennis Sheffield 
1960-62: Robert Hughey, 1962-68 
Don Emanual, 1968 (3 months) 
Phil Lockhart, 1969-71; Trew W. 
Lockhart, 1971-85, Harley Ihm, 
1985-87: Monte Shoemake, 1987-? 

PRAIRIE OAKS BAPTIST CHURCH 

Prairie Grove's newest church 
is the Prairie Oaks Baptist 
Church, located at the West edge 
of Prairie Grove near the 
Prairie Oaks subdivision, 
Groundbreaking ceremonies were 
held in January 1982, and the 

Prairie Oaks Saptist Church 

bu I Ldi ng was completed the fol
lowing December. 

The attractive red brick 
building holds a sanctuary, 
which seats three hundred, and 
seventeen Sunday School rooms. 
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The balcony, to be finished 
later, will seat an additional 
eighty people. 

The Rev. Ernest Meadows is 
pastor of the church; George 
West is Sunday School superin
tendent; James Bartholomew is 
song leader; Myrtle Ray, pi 
anist; and Debbie Bartholomew, 
organist. 

CIJMBERLAND F'RESBYTER I AN CHURCH 

The Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church was organized in 1831, 
soon after the founding of the 
town of Prairie Grove. The 
church buildin~ was also used as 

CUMberland Presby/enan Church 

the town's first school. 
The Rev. Andrew (Uncle Buck) 

Buchanan came by oxcart from 
Cane Hill to organize the church 
and was the first pastor. Among 
other early pastors were: The 
Reverends W. M. Reed, John Bu-r 
chanan l James Carnahan, B. F. 
Totten, F. R, Earle, G. S, Hen
derson, J. H. Kelly, E.M. Frey
schlag. 

The first building erected 

was used by Union soldiers as a 
hospital after the Civil War 
Battle of Prairie Grove, and as 

winter quarters in 1863. After 
that it was partly torn down and 
the wood used for making 
coffins. The remainder was 
burned. 

In later years the church 
made application for reimburse
ment, and in 1905 the Federal 
government reimbursed for the 
destruction of the building, 
With these monies, the pews in 
the third and present building 
were purchased in 1906. 

The second building was a 
frame building, facing east. It 
stood back of the si te of the 
third building, and was also 
used as a school house, 

The third building, according 
to church records, was erected 
in the late 1800s and dedicated 
in April of 1890. The first 
Missionary Society was organized 
in 1862 and the first Christian 
Endeavor in 1897 by the Rev, 
John Kelly. 

Later, the front of the 
church was remodeled and the 
vestibule was added with a small 
room on each side. The choir 
loft was added at a later date. 

In the early 1950s three 
Sunday School rooms were built 
across the back of the church. 

In 1959, the Cumberland Pres
byterian Church of Bethel Grove 
ceased to operate and its build
ing was given by Porter Presby
tery to the Prairie Grove 
Church. It was annexed to the 
west side of the main church 
building and used as Sunday 
school classrooms and as a 
fellowship hall. 

The first organ was pre5ented 
to the church by Moses Rollans. 
In 1965 a Baldwin electric organ 
was presented to the church by 
Loyd Baggett as a memorial to 
his wife, Edna Baggett. 

The eight windows in the 
sanctuary are being replaced by 
memorial stained glass windows. 
To date windows have been Com
pleted and installed in loving 
memory of John Paul Mobley, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. G. Jones, Mr, and 
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;'tained 6la55 «indo«, Cumberland Presby
terien Church 

Mrs. C. L. Clement, B. H. Harri 
son, Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Collier, 
and W, H. Buchanan, who gave 
land and founded the first 
church, A wi ndow 1 n memory of 
the Zinn family, and one to be 
designated, will be added. 

The Rev. Andrew Bowlin of 
John Brown University is present 
pastor of the church. 

PRAIRIE	 GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

«From	 Church History of 1986 by
 
George E. Wiswell)
 

The first Methodist church in 
Prairie Grove was organized in 
1856 and was a part of the Viney 
Grove circuit until 1904, at 
wh"lch time it became a station. 
The church secured property in 

Prairie Grove on September 4, 
1879, when James and Lucy Neal 
and his mother, Signail Buchan
an, deeded property to the 
Trustees of the Methodist 
Church, described as, "the N. E. 
Corner of Block No.2, beginning 
at that point and going West 166 
feet, then South 160 feet, then 
East 166 feet and then North 160 
feet to the point of beginning." 
Trustees of the church at that 
time were: John Mock, S. E. 
Rogers, James P. Neal, George W, 
Crowell and Thomas Sanders. 

November 23, 1887, eight 
years after the Neals and Bu
chanans deeded the first plat to 
the Prairie Grove Church, John 
Mock, S. E. Rogers and Julia A. 
Rogers deeded to the trustees of 
the church another part of 
Block 2 just South of the first 
property in the same dimension 
of 160 feet by 166 feet. At that 
time trustees were: P. B. Hop
kins, pastor in charge, John 
Mock, J. J. Baggett, W. O. 
Rogers, S. E. Rogers and L. T. 
Sanders. A building on that 
property was used as a par:30nage 
unti 1 the present parsonage was 
deeded to the church in 1909. 

The original Prairie Grove 
Methodist Church building was 
constructed on the first proper
ty in 1880. It was a frame 
building and built at a cost of 
$1,500.00. (There is very little 

Prairie 6rove Hethodi5t Church 
l'8rer5ter Photo.! 

information about this build
i ng. ) 

The present Methodist church 
was constructed in 1903 after 
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the old church was torn away, 
The brick church was built most
ly by church members and local 
labor. The bricks were manufact
ured by the Terpening Tile Fac
tory which was located three 
mi les east of Prairie Grove on 
the east side of the Illinois 
River. These bricks were hauled 
by teams and wagons. M. A. Dor
man, C. E. Woolverton and J. Ed 
Rogers furnished two teams and 
helped with the hauling. They 
hauled 600 bricks per load, and 
" it took a pret t y good team" to 
ford the river and come up the 
Pittman hill. Some had to 
double-team to get up the hill. 

Early stained glass windows 
in the church were memorials to: 
Dr, Mock's mother (Mrs, Margaret 
Mock), J. J. Baggett, B. A. 
Carl, D. N. McCormick, John T. 
Carl, Young Ladies' Class, Young 
Men's Class, Rev. J. H, Forrest 
and wife. 

The church bell, which was 
placed in a beautiful tower, is 
one of the finest solid brass 
bells of its size in the state. 
It weighs about 500 pounds and 
its sound can be heard up to 
five miles away, 

The next addition to the 
church was the Fellowship Hall 
or Educational Building, which 
was built in 1932. According to 
Roy Nixon, a member of the Board 
of Trustees at the time, "Sophia 
Maddox died, Leav t ng no heirs. 
Her will dispensed her money to 
various charities. I believe the 
church I s share was around 
$5, 000. 00. We felt with this 
fund, plus considerable volun
teer labor, we could swing con
struction of the bUilding. I 
remember taking off fro~ my job 
to help lay the concrete floor 
in the basement. Also, many 
evenings assisting with routine 
work there. The new school 
bu i I d I ng on the block north of 
the church was under construc
tion at the same time. A mater
ial firm had delivered some 
brick to the school which were 
not intended for the job. With 
only a course or two nex~ to the 
foundation of the school laid, 

someone found the error and the 
br i cks had to be torn ou t. Some 
brethren of the church took 
hatchets and scraped away the 
mortar to reclaim the bricks. 
These bri cks were used at the 
church to square up the corners 
a nd some door 5 a nd wi ndows n f 

lien's Bible Clsss of the lIethodJst Church, 
teken in 1922 or '23. Bock Row, left to I'Jght: 
John Isvlor, teetber, I/. N. Butler, R, C, Lee, 
J, H. Zellner, lv,v Edmiston, R. H, Sk el ton, 
Horve Ftdler, Perr.v eest, p. Ed'ilnston, f. H, 
Carl, J. I, Cor1, Ish•• Porter, J. Ed Rogers: 
front Row: H.nn.h OJ"on, 11.. I/. Cor1, lI.ill 
Stephens, E. C. Corl. Uncle Bill Rogers. Ernest 
DO/'f/I.2n, h'fN Fidler, Rustin Csrl , I1r, Reese, R, 
A, fVheeler, Henry' I'fdSOl7, J, I/, eootverton, and 
IIr. Hannah. (S.,..h Cad Photoj 

the educational bUilding," ac
cording to Nixon, 

The educational bUilding in 
the early days was equipped with 
a stage and beautiful ve17et 
curtains. Many local residents 
can remember performing on this 
stage. It was torn away L n the 
late 60s in order to me ke more 
room in the fellowship hall and 
ki tchen. The upper floor housed 
Sunday School classrooms. 

The Mock Annex was bu i I t on 
the north side of the original 
building in 1953. It now houses 
the pastor's study, the secre
tary's office, choir room and 
three adult Sunday School class
rooms. The pastor's office was 
remodeled in 1982 with new sur
face on the ceiling, wall panel
ing and new carpet. In 1986 the 
Annex was insulated overhead and 
new central heating and air con
ditioning added. 
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In 1965 a chapel was con
structed to the south of the 
fellowship hall. It is now used 
as a teen room, two nursery 
rooms, and a classroom. Scout 
troops meet in this area each 
week. 

A parking lot, west of the 
sanc:tuary, was built by 
Dr. J. J. Baggett. A new wheel
chair walk and ramp was recently 
completed, connecting the park
ing lot with the sanctuary. 
Funds were provided by the 
United Methodist Women. 

In 1982 remodeling of the 
overflow area of the sanctuary 
began. The walls were painted 
and wainscoating stained to 
match the sanctuary. A suspended 
ceiling and chandelier were 

given in 1955 by Mr. and Mrs. 
Chester McKee in memory of their 
son, "Butch." Thirty padded 
chairs were added, begi nni ng in 
1983, from the General Memorial 
Fund. 

Four chandeliers were placed 
in the sanctuary in 1984 at a 
CU3t of $3,200. 00. One of the 
fixtures was given in memory of 
Ella Stevens, mother of Doris 
Sharp. The other three were pur
chased with funds from the 
General Memorial Funds. 

The United Methodist Women 
started a project in 1955 of 
installing protective Plexiglas 
over the stained glass windows 
in the sanctuary. The large 
north window was covered in 
1985. 

The Prairie Grove United 
Methodist Church celebrated its 
100-year anniversary April 24, 
1966. Bishop Paul V. Galloway 
was speaker at the eleven 
o'clock service. 

A new bulletin board was 
placed in the Prairie Grove 
Methodist Church in August, 
1966, as a gift from the McMahan 
Educational Foundation of Carmel 
Valley, California~ in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Carlisle of 
Prairie Grove. 

PRAIRIE GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

By Mrs. Lloyd Dunham 

The Pleasant Valley Church of 
Ch r ia t was organized in 1871 ~ at 
Lj.berty School house~ three 
miles southwest ()f Prairie 
Grove. In 1890 the Liberty 
School bu t Ld i ng was torn down, 

Earl)' r ii tur« of original Prsir ie srove 

Baptist Church. 
(v. Sk~1 ton Ph,'lo! 

e nd i ts n.e mbe r s. met in the h ome s 
o f va r t ou-, members for a oc.u t one 
yPcl.1 

At. t~he t--:'nrl. of that year ~ the 
membership moved t he t r worship 
-se r v l c-e-s to t.he pu b Lt: -sc h oo I 
bUildillg i r. Pre t r Le Grl-;ve, then 
1..0 the College H.3.1l in Pre t r t e 
GIO\'r~, f o r b tlTief period of 
t i lne. 

In lSg] a l~hUICh t'uilding was 
L::ullstru,_~L~d in Prairie CirCJve and 
iIJ 11]94 the name o t the church 
was cha1lged to PI-~ilie Grove 
Be p t i '~-, ~J r.llUr(::h. 

The Prairie Gr-ove Eaptist 
Church W3S affiliated with the 
Fayetteville Baptist A~~~_ocia-

tion. It continued in the 
felluwship of the associatioll 
Wh811 thl::' uo me was changed to -the 
vee h i ng t.onr Xad tsou Ba p t t-s t As
so(:-iation and has continued. in 
that fellowship until the 
pre':;~?nt date, 

A new auditorium with I::entral 
air and heat and a seating ca
pacity uf 240 with modern fUI-ni
t u re was provided in 1964. 

A pdrsonage and annex build
i ng were purchased but due toI 

rep t d g r owt.h of the Sunday 
School ~ the parsonage was con
v e ite d to classrooms, 

Addi tional land south of the 
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First Bdpti.t Church 

church was purchased to insure 
adeqllate parking facilities. 

Con:~truction of a 6,000 
square foot mUlti-purpose bUild
t ng was started April 1, 1988. 
l nc.Lucle d in this addition will 
1x~ ,~ fellowship hall, Sunday 
Scb o o I cla5sroom~=., staff offices 
and a conference room. 

Forty-four pastors have 
sel-ved this CbUI-,~h from its 111

cep1.ion to today. Rev. Brad 
Sheffield, the pr"esent pastor, 
has been at this church for 
three years. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

By Neva McMurry 

(This history was copied from 
the files of the late Mrs. Joy 
Webb, who was Church Histor ian 
until the mid-1970s. She 
thoughtfully preserved much more 
information on her church and 
many other eu b j e o t.ss , in the li
brary which bears her name. It 
1::; located in her former home on 
North Neal Street, now the FWC 
meet i ng pl ace and 1 i brary. ) 

A meeting was held in Prairie 
Grove, Arkansas, by the members 
of the Southern Presbyterians of 
this place April 6, 1905 for the 
purpose of organizing a Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Said meet
ing was held in the Methodist 
Church. 

Rev. S. W. Davies of Fayette
ville Church was moderator, and 
Rev. J. C. L. Lawson, also of 
Fayetteville, was present. 

The advisability of organiz

ing a church at this place was 
thoroughly discussed, and after 
adj ourning to the home of Miss 
Mary Campbell where the matter 
was discussed and put to a vote, 
and all the requirements of the 
church Book of Order having been 
met, an arrangement was ef
fected. 

Dr. E. G. McCormick and Mr. 
H. C. Magruder were installed 
RUling Elders. Dr. C. L. Moore 
was installed Deacon. 

There were fourteen charter 
members: Mrs. Ella Barnett, Miss 
Mary El i zabeth Campbell, Mrs. 
Sarah Emeline Maupin, Miss Mary 
Rebecca Maupin, Dr. E. G. McCor
mick, Mrs. Mamie McCormick, Miss 
Myrtle McCormick, Dr. H. C. Ma
g r-u de r, Mrs. Roberta C. Ma
gruder, Miss Annie Rebecca Ma
gruder, Miss Mary Emma Magruder, 
Dr." C. L. Moore and Miss Fannie 
Rogers. 

On May 4, 1907 the Ses:~;i on 
called a meeti Tlg at the resi
dence of Judge R. O. Hannah at 

South~rn Pr~.byt~ridn Church 
(Vd/dl'i~ ,,~lton Pnoto) 

3:30 p.m. to discuss ways and 
means of erecting a Southern 
Presbyterian Church. Those 
present were Rev. J. A. Harring
ton, Moderator, with Elders 
Judge R. O. Hannah and Dr. E. G. 
McCormick. JUdge Hannah reported 
that lots No. 9 and 10 in the 
Rogers Addition could be bought 
for seventy-five dollars for the 
purpose of erecting a church 
building. 

On motion Dr. E. G. McCor
mick, Dr. C. L. Moore and W. H. 
Maddox were elected trustees for 
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the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
<Prairie Grove, Ark.) 

It having been determined to 
purchase the aforesaid estate 
to be erected there a church 
edifice, the following were ap
pointed a building committee: 
Dr. C. L. Moore, President; 

W, H. Maddox, Vice-President; 
Dr. E, G. McCormick, Secretary. 

Later, Judge R. O. Hannah and 
Dr. E. G. McCocmick were ap
pointed as the executive com
mittee for this bUilding. A 
beautiful brick building was 
erected and later a Sunday 
School room was added to the 
church. 

On July 5, a meeting was 
called for the purpose of pur
chasing a lot on which to erect 
a manse. Rev, F. A, Bradshaw was 
moderator. A building committee 
consisting of the officers of 
the church: Judge R. O. Hannah, 
Dr. E. G. McCormick, Elders; Wm. 
Murphy, Dr. C. L. Moore, 
Deacons; and 1. L. Byer 1 y and 
D, N. Ralston were constituted a 
building committee. 

A ni ne room manse was con
structed from materials from the 
Prairie Grove public school 
building purchased du r I ng Mr. 
Bradshaw's ministry. Mr. Brad
shaw and the officers and others 
worked as wreckers, carpenters 
and masons. 

The church was dedicated on 
the first Sunday of January, 
1911. 

Those who have served as 
pastors of this church are: Rev. 

H. L. Rose, S. S., April 1905
October, 1905; Rev. J. S. Har
rington, S. S. June 4, 1906
July 1, 1907; Rev. J. E. Wylie, 
S. S., July 26, 1908-April 15, 
1910; Rev. F. A. Bradshaw was 
installed pastor August 21, 1910 
and remained eight years; Rev. 
1. D. TeITell, S. S., July 1
August 18, 1918; Rev. John H. 
Dav i e s , S. S., August 25, 1918
March 26, 1920; Rev, Grover C. 
Bidwell was installed April 3, 
1920 to September 12, 1925; Rev. 
J. F. Turner, 1926-1930; Rev. 
R. D. Nolen, June 1930-1935. 

Henry Loyd Paisley, September 
1935-June 1938; Harold G. Wise, 
January, 1939-September 1940; 
E, B. Long, October, 1940-June, 
1946; Grover C, Bidwell, Decem
ber 1946-0ctober, 1954; Stanley 
Bright served 1955 until retire
ment, until after John william 
Bolten (September 1962-1965) 
when Mr. Bright filled in until 
1969. Various people filled the 
pulpit until Morris H. Springer, 
Mardi 1970-August 15, 1976. Dr. 
John E. King came as temporary 
supply Augue t , 1978, we s. or
dained November 6, 1985, and is 
still serving the church we Ll . 

The first Women's organiza
tion was a Missionary Aid Soci·
ety or-ga n t z e d at the home of 
Miss Mary E. Campbell August 13, 
1905. Th~ first officers were: 
Mrs. Emma C. Maupin, presidenti 
Mrs. E. G. McCormick, vice
pre5ident; Miss Anne Magruder, 
secretary and Mrs, Roberta. Ma
gruder, treasurer, 

The first Men's organization 
was under Grover C. Bidwell's 
ministry here. It was reorg
anized February 25, 193.3 wi th 
J, S, Harlan, president. VI, G. 
McCormick, secretarYi and James 
Fay Parks l treasurer, 

The first Young Peoples' 
organization was January 2, 1910 
under the leadership of Rev. 
J. E. Wylie. Officers were Dr 

C, L. Moore, president; Miss 
Bess Maupin. Vice-president; and 
Miss Myrtle McCormick, secre
tary-treasurer, 

By 1965, it was recorded that 
air conditioning, restrooms and 
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ct fellowship hall had been 
added. This hall was named 
Bri/5ht Fellowship Hall in honor 
of Mr. and Mrs. Stanl ey Bright 
in 1959. 

Ma.ny memorial improvements 
have b~en adde-d to the Church 
C1Vt:::I t he yea r 5, Some of the more 
recent ones are: stained glass 
wI n dowa in the s.a nc t u e r y , and a 
sT"?eple CIOSS. 

The church was united in 
1913', 

It i::; ali.ve and well under 
t.ue lead.::'r'sbip of John E. King, 
W!tIJ ':':'(;lltinue:3 to remind the con
61 egation to be a l ov i ng , Garing 
end shoring people. The church 
pI CJgrctfO::; sti 11 bl-::!ar the message, 
IIYDU are welcome whoever you 
are, who enters this church, it 
i's your F..:tt ber I '::;) House : corne in 
the sspLr it o f reverence, worship 
in t he spirit of humility, and 
leave it not without a prayer 
for yourself, for him who 
mirListel"S, and for all others 
wh o worship herR." 

Homes 

MOBLEY CAVE HOME 

(Fayetteville Daily Democrat, 
July 24, 1925) 

In the early 1900s the Rev. 
H. S, Mobley, "ssnoopt ng around" 
the Boston Mountain Range in 
Washington County near Prairie 
Grove, came suddenly upon an un
inhabited cave, He always wanted 

lIobley Cliff HOMe as It appeared shortly 
afler il was compleled in 1906 

(H, 1I,'bley Ph,'I,') 

to buy a farm in this section 
and build a home for his wife 
and sons. Building took money, 
but here was a house that nature 
provided free. The more he 
thought of the cave, which was 
little more than an over-hanging 

Siables and Buggy Shed built close to lIobley 
Cliff H,'},. 

IH, 1I,'bley Photo) 

cliff, the more he pictured how 
com£ortable it could be made. 

It was of generous dimension, 
about 78 1 long across the front, 
by 18 feet deep, with a ceiling 
16 feet high and curving down
ward in the back wi th all the 
beauty of a tinted wall in dull 
reds, browns, grays and tans; a 
recess i nta which the sun shone 
from the south to the 
farthermost corner, but which 
was hidden from the world on 
three side,s and lodged like a 
dimple in the elbow of the 
mountainside, 

11 I Cliff Heights l ' we would 
call it,ll he mused, taking his 
idea to the madam, who was not 
hard to be persuaded. 

In 1906 he bought the sur
rounding 168 acres of wild moun
tain land, forests on several 
sides, with fifty acres of 
bottom soil fit for cultivation, 
watered by springs and suffi
cient for all family needs, and 
ready for the sons' scientific 
farming. 

The first Mobley Cave Home 
was enclosed and the front con
structed of native rough lumber, 
In 1909, as the family grew, 
more rooms were needed in the 
cave home. The rough boards that 
did first duty for front doors, 
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while the interior was made 
livable, were replaced by native 

/fobley Cave st ter Rock Fronl 15 added 
(H, /fobley Pholo) 

rock, both dur<>.ble and beauti
ful. 

Two other rooms were added, 
built out like the lower half of 
the letter "L" from the cave 
proper, affording privacy from 
the great living room that did 
common duty as a living room and 
kitchen, Water had been piped 
from the nearest spring, So hard 
and so solid were the ironstone 
and sandstone walls that not a 
drop of moisture could find its 
way in, 

A good wooden floor had been 
laid and stained brown, Indian 
rugs strewn around, bookahel vee. 
built in, hooks hung for the 
brilliant light-giving lamps, Up 
the mountainside and into the 
cave had come the family heir
loom, the great, square, sweet
toned ebony p i a n o , and another 
heirloom, a heavy old mahogany 
sideboard; easy chairs, and the 
family books, 

Except for the bedrooms, par
titions were not built, The 
lowest and longest end of the 
cave was used for the kitchen. 
The stove pipe stuck gaily out 
of the wall, a modern sink was 
installed and such conveniences 
as every good housewife demands 
were added. 

A chalkline on the floor 
indicated where the kitchen 
ended and the dining room began, 
Table and chairs centered this 
portion, with the old sideboard 

and cupboards placed nearby, 
Another chalkline was drawn 
between this room and the 
1 i brary, 1 i vi ng and music room, 
all in one, where it was diffi
cult to tell which held the 
center of interest--the great 
piano, the bookshelves with 
chair and reading lamp nearby, 
or the great open fireplace, 
which heated the entire apart
ment with its half-a-cord of 
logs piled high, and which 
always lured to its comfortable 
corners, not only the big collie 
dog but the tiny kitten that 
would not stay outside. Sprawled 
in front were usually one or 
another of the five boys, 

Sixteen high glass windows 
punctured the front rockwork 
like jewels, letting in ample 
light for all daytime hours, A 
little portico and a great rock 
chimney, with its rock expanse, 
gave the cave the appearance of 
an oldtime castle which was in 
time covered with graceful 
lichens and vines. 

Thus came into being a sub
stantial and beautiful, if in
expensive, home. Two other caves 
were discovered and rocked up to 
do farm duty, Sheep there were, 

Interior view of I'fobley cev» House--showlng 
dining area 

(H, /fobley Photo) 

and goats, not herded together; 
sever<:\l head of horses and at 
least eight cows which, like 
their masters and mistress, were 
cave dwellers, Even the pou 1 try 
perched for the night in moun
tain cliffs, A quarter of a mile 
away was the IIbo y s" club, a 
third cave 11 tted up for work
shop, music studio and photo
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graph gallery, where all youth 
of the neighborhood could gather 
in retreat. 

(In 1966 the Prairie Grove 
Ci ty Lake covered much of the 
land of this farm, but the ruins 
of the old cave house still 
stand. ) 

PRE-CIVIL ~AR HOME IS INCLUDED IN 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC HOMES 

(From an arti cl e wri tten by 
Dr. H. E. Buciia n e n and published 
in the Northwest Arkansas Times 
in 1976) 

The old Tilley home located 
about five miles West of Prairie 
Grove was built by John Tilley 
about 1855, and is presently 
owned by the John Buchanan 
family. 

The two-story house has four 
rooros which are 20-feet square. 
There is a large hallway between 
the two downstairs rooms. In the 

John Tilley H,",e buill in 1853 (He miles 
NorlMest of rrsir :» orove, Left 10 Right: Ifiss 
ell', ElJubeth Tilley, Joseph Tilley and 4gnes 
TJ lley, 

(.I, Buch.nan Pholo) 

hallway is a stairway which 
curves up to the second story 
rooms. The walls are 16 inches 
thick of solid brick downstairs, 
and nine inches thick upstairs, 
leaving seven inches on which to 
rest the sleepers carryi ng the 
upstairs floors. The roof was 
made of shakes. 

A carpenter began maki ng the 
doors and window frames when the 
brick masons began bu f Ld I ng the 

walls. The doors were put 
together with wooden pegs, not a 
nail Wao used. HIe window s111s 
were four inches thick and 14 
inches Wide. They are still in 
place more than one hundred 

Tilley House as JI is tod.y--home of Ifr, 
nr«, John Buchanan, IJ, Buch.nan Photo} 

years later. The flooring was 
tongued and grooved on the 
place, but was not planed, 

About the time of the Battle 
of Prairie Grove I the Northern 
Army moved into Northwest Arkan
sas and camped about three miles 
north of the Tilley farm where 
there was plenty of wood and 
water. The men of the family, 
John and his son, J08, were con
tinually harassed by bush
whackers and roaming soldiers. 
Much of the Tilley livestock was 
taken and in an effort to save 
some of the stock a corral was 
built against a bluff a mile 
West of Moore I s Creek and part 
of the stock was p I aced in it. 
This was soon found and all the 
livestock was taken. 

General Blunt, Federal Com
mander, told the Tilleys that if 
several fami 1 ies wou Ld get to
gether at the Tilley home he 
could better protect them, Capt. 
J. P, Carnahan's family of three 
came, as did Mrs. Pyeatt, who 
had three sons in the Southern 
army. Mrs. Carnahan and Mrs. 
Tilley were sisters. 

The house was placed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 1978, A grandson, John 
Buchanan and family now own the 
farm and home. 
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ZELLNER HO~E BUILT IN 1903 

In 1903 Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Zellner moved to Prairie Grove. 
They bought a large lot, or pos
sibly two lots on what is now 
the corner of Parks and Rogers 
Streets. By this time Zellner 
had added to his business 
interests and was involved in 
lumber y a rd e , stores, and other 
e n t e r pr-tssee.. It was in 1903 that 

Beautiful House on the corner of Rogers and 
Parks streets, bUJ 11 around ,gO.? by J. H, 
Zellner, (ThL1(i1pSl)n PhL.'to) 

he ~uilt th8 ll)vely Victoridll 
house which was I.. heir home for 
many years, It wa:;:; -e.a t d that be 
hand picked the lumber used in 
the h o u s.e and onl y the best wa3 

used, 
After the death of the 2e11

nel'~--Herrnan in 1953 and Betty 
in 1959--the11' son-in-law and 
de ug b t.e r . Mack F. and Julia 
Thompson lived in the family 
home. In 1.9\~,q, after the death 
of Nr . To omps.on , the house was 
sold to E'l t.o n and Lor r e i n-. 
Skel ton. They resst.or e d and re
d ec cr- a ted the lro me and 1 i ved 
there until their death in 1986. 

Original owners of this plot 
of land, accor-d Lr.g to early 
deeds, were Andrew Buchanan, 
first permanent settler in 
Prairie Grove, and James P. 
Neal, his step-son. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sears 
and thei r daughter. Gai I Sears 
Biswell, are present owners of 

the home. *~**** 
Washington County was first 

in the State in 1860 in produc
tion of wheat. 

EXCELSIOR, MY ANCESTRIAL HOME 

By Suzie WilsOll 

A fine mist of rain dampened 
my hair" and caused it to hang in 
heavy stl-ings upon my neck as I 
strolled up the hill t o Gr-a n dma 
Wilson's, the hill I'v~ romped 
up :3ill.ce I was a oh Ll d , a h t Ll 
st~epelj in histcJry of an era 
lOIlK past, but a h te t o rv my 
family re-lives over and 'over 
again whenever "two or three are 
gathered together." 

I ,~tuud long on the old steps 
a t Grandma's Irou e.e and. it <e e med 
as, the mist bec a me he3vier ,.=tnd 
the darkness deeper, that 1 
could hear my great--gl'l::-'at-rJraIJd-' 
f a-t he r ' e, e La ve e, , 2',0 f e m t Lj e r 10 

me from fireside -st o r i e o , 
singing and chanting their 
plaintive old .ap t r t tu at e.. d':': 

they laid t.he roc k f t .urid a t ion 
for this, DiY o ucec.t.r t c I Lome. 11 

~eelIlS, t.oo . that I '-:;Quld hear 
t he creaking of th-- old ox 
wagons e.ss tllf-'Y came up the JILll 
loaded with r t mbe re, oi oak a nd 
pi 08 t r o m the Van vi n k Le-r Mi 11 
in the h i Llt, n8,11 Eu i I:::·ka. 

Spri n8'~' 

But I (:'CJIJ1dIl't. ·;c.tand o n the 
old steps all night, for '-:.,(JUil 1 
wo u Ld tJl? c1J en\..:h~d, alld I (Jel, 1 
WC:1:~ 011 a n el I and t.h is, tLme . Ye~, 

I had come to l e e r n f ro m Grandma 
Wilson "",1 my Uncle Rally all I 
could about "Ex\~el~5ior." 

Ouc e inside the buge DId 
h o u s-e , I pulled a n antique l.::hai r 
nedr the fi1-e and waii~elj for 
Unc.. le Rally to (;Om8 truro the 
ba r n . As I waited I rC),'1ml"d the 
room wi th my eyes a nd it s.e e ns-d 
t he t. for the fir s.t. time I WL'1Y, 

speing Excelsior r:tS ,:1 r om.s n t.Lc 
pla(:::e; an ideal place I or ,3 

Southern (:hild to llave as 611 an
cestrial h o me . This DId borne 
with its twenty-by-twenty fDoms, 
L't.e h i g h ceilings, its carved 
fireplace, all suddenly seemed a 
port o f me and I of it. Ther e in 
the corner was the old collap
sible bed, over d. century old, 
a nd there by the fireplace wae 
the old slanting top desk that 
my father, grandfather and 
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great-gI"andfather used. Next to 
me an old marble-topped table is 
covered with socks awaiting a 

pair of nimble 85-year-old hands 
a!ld a darning needle. 

On Excelsior! Your walls are 
'3acn,d not only to me but to my 
father and his father, even his 
father's father. Your halls have 
k n own sorrow, for you have seen 
brother go 1.0 war against 
b r rrt.h-s r , in t.he great war. You 
have llerll-d the sorrowirlg sobs of 

WIllj~1J1 WIlson res iaence, ouil t in /SgJ/ or 
/8.'1$,' Upper porch: I1did,' StandIng on lover 

PMc/l: left to ng/ll, El irs WilSall, «Loert 
Viis,,", tu rea /land; left III ng/lt on grouM: 
IIndre,; flllson, Rojians Wilson 017 rO[~Jng norse, 
standing bad of 111m, Esr ! Cunningham, and 
NiJnnIe WIlson, rig/7t, 
b r-oken lJearts dS your oDTIS in 
grey r"eturned 110t [r-om the field 
of bottle. You've heard, t,DO, 

the suppl-essed sobs of happiness 
as your" sons in blue returned to 
yuu, Ye~-:>, y ou ' ve seen ttl,,=, v tc t or
and the vdl1qulsh~d ~~jtting 

l)eacefully tlJgethel- dt th~ Feast 
of Tll~nk~:'8ivln8 thdt at 1dst the 
GIJofli,_t thal divided fMmtlies 
was; over. 

The n . too, y ou ' ve known 
he pp t ne s.e. fur the cr oon i ng of 
lU])etL,ie's c f faithful mammies 
h a ve filled your halls as they 
roc ked the cradle that held my 
8randfather. And many has been 
the time in the festive seasons 
of thanks8iving and Christmas 
that Iollickin8 laughter of both 
white and b i e c k has echoed and 
reached your hall c . The cry of 
the newborn has often brought 
pleased smiles to those who tip
toed across your floors, and the 

departing sigh of the aged has 
at times left you solemn and 
e t Lk L. 

Today E~celbior, your halls 
ring no mo r e wi th laughter of 
gay parties, nor swell with the 
.Il13.mmies' songs; nor does the cry 
of new life come from your 
doors; no more does the black 
man £::'11 your field, nor the 
pickoninny play in your shadows. 
Aged and decrepit is your 
"Missus" and lonely and alone is 
your "Mars," Yet it 1s they who 
keep you alive aud p r e.se r v e the 
me roor ies t.na-t we hold so dear. 
It is they who tell us the 
stories of Perry, the e Le ve 
f 01 e ma n , who whi pped t.be wb i t e 
ove ree e r . e ncl stole t ae cor II 
Irom the horse lroughs. 

Lt is they Who tell us) the 
young chi 1 dren of the Sou t.h , how 
Uncle John and Uncle Anthony 
mar-c.he-d away, not to return, 
WIth the Greys; and TJn\~,le 

'W,11iarn rua r che d with t!le Blue 
"'111",:, c n t Ll at tri\:?ir e t.o r Le e of 

Exc.elsio1 being us~d by the 
Uri Lo n fur d e nc.e e and par t,ies, 
dild how the Blu~s drove our 
hor5e~3 away, and :,,',laught8rl::'d our 
c ows.. But we Lli r Lk L when w,'~ 

]edrn that great-great--g[-and
Jet.he i Wi 1 e.on :,;-,pent t.h oue.e nds. o f 
dc l Le r-s- ey.lJ i ppi ng Sou t h e r ri boye 
t o r -the "Ee-be L" l'l::'(;Tuit~ Tt t s 
wi tll r e v e r e nc.e that we hp.ar how 
Fle::,iden1. LirLcoln pardoned 
graJldfat:.h~T for this c crt o n a nd 
permitted him to keep h is, gre·at 
p.l e n t a t.Lor.. 

Our hearts are fil:ed witll 
pride tho'-, not one 61B.v~ left 

Excel':;ior e v e r. t.h oug h they were 
ft e e , until their master called 
tllem together afid told them 
Iithey were free to go," This 
pride S?-o ws as I rummage through 
o Ld documents, deeds and paper'~ 

and find the letter from the ex
slav~ expressing his love for 
his mast~r and Excelsior. 

These were d e ys, of long ago. 
Days that we enj oy re t o r n t ng to 
in our dreams and fancies on 
rainy evenings when we bake by 
the open fireplace. Days that 
produced strong men, real me n : 
men of their word. stern and 
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rigid, yet men who were kind and 
understanding. These things I 
know, for my father is a son of 
these great men and the stamp of 
his fathers is upon him. 

;;~ ;:~ ;;~ ;:~ ;;, ;:' 

V. N, Buller home, corner of Buch.nan and 
Pi timan Streets 

Locust Ilel I, home of Or. Wi II H. ttock, lo

cated two miles South of Prairie Brove
 

(Bre.s ter rnoto)
 

IIcaIIl and Nora RoIlans home, located lIest 
of Prstr i» srove, No. the hO#le of Or, and III'S, 
Ben Hsl l and fa.ily, 

I ne!» Photo) 
Or. ~ B, IIcCormick home, located corner of 

lIock .nd Bush Streets 
IBrewster Photo.! 

Or. and IIrs, J, H, Brewster, soraon, V1vIanV. F. Bell residence, North lIock Street 
and Reba in front of Brewster House on lIock(Bre.s ter Fho to I 
(built by Or, Brewster about 1898) 
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Schools
 
PRAIRIE GROVE SCMOOLS 

The first school in Prairie 
Grove was held in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church building 
about 1831. Land for the church 
was dona ted by the Rev. Andrew 
<Uncle Buck) Buchanan. The 
bUilding was used by Union 
soldiers as a hospital following 
the Battle of Prairie Grove and 
as wi nter quarters in 1863. The 
frame building was later torn 
down and wood from the bUilding 
was used for making coffins. 

The second building used as a 
church and school, was a frame 
building, on the same location 
at the corner of Buchanan and 
Kate Smith Streets, facing east, 
built in the late 1800s and ded
icated in April 1890. 

The first high school in 
Prairie Grove was held in the 
Methodist Academy <Prairie Grove 
Institute). It was opened in 
1883 on the corner of what is 
now Bush and Neal Streets. It 
was a two-story brick building 
in a beautiful grove of stately 
trees. Twelve grades were taught 
there and N, J, Foster was 
principal. Early teachers 
included Miss Alice Patton, Miss 
Annie Wagner and Professor W. J. 
King. The school was turned over 
to the Prairie Grove School 
District in 1901. 

First fublic School 
Corner ot f 11tman and Grahalll, 

About 1900 the first pu b l.d c 
school in Prairie Grove was 
buil t on North Pittman and 
Graham Streets <where the Lake 
Hannah home is now located). 

Her IIS,OOO School fuJIding !leplaces Old 
4cadellly 

Prof. J. W. Caldwell became 
superintendent. The first gradu
ating class in 1905 was composed 
of Porter Pittman, Maynard Dor

man I Amy Blakemore I Dorothea 
Campbell and Emily Maupin. Some 
of the teachers were Si las 
McCUistion, E, C, Stamps, Lucy 
Ross, Minnie Gotcher, C. Moore 
and Jennie Mitchell. 

The Prs i r i e Grove Herald, in 
its July 29, 1911, issue, pub
lished the following adver
tisement: "School BUildings For 
Sale. Sealed bids will be re-

First Graduating Class of rrsir ie Grove High 
School, /lay II, IJ05. Buk !low: (Left to !light.! 
/laynard II. Dor.an, forter flltman, Dorothea 
Cupbell. Front !low: Emilie /laupin, Pro], J. H. 
Caldwell and lilly Blal'emote. 

(f. Harris rnot») 
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ceived by the Prairie Grove 
School Board up to and including 
June 24th, 1911, for the old 
Brick School BUilding (formerly 
the Methodist Academy), and the 
old Frame School BUilding. Also 
the lot where the Frame School 
Building now stands (the lot 
sold subject of mortgage). 
Terms: Cash, or note with 
approved security, bearing 8% 
interest. Board reserves right 
to reject any or all bids. J, Ed 
Rogers, See'y School Board,'l 

Inree-Storv BUllding Houses Grade and High 
Scbool 'td l.q31 

A new $15,000 public school 
building was erected on the lots 
formerly occupied by the 
Academy, soon after the Academy 
was torn down in 1911. The Janu
ary 26, 1911, issue of the 
Prairie Grove Herald described 
the new building as follows: 
II, , ,a very attractive and com
modious building, of two stories 
and a basement, contai ni ng six 
large class rooms and a large 
audi torium, which can be thrown 
into more large class rooms if 
needed. There is also provision 
made for all other necessary 
compartments, book rooms, cloak 
rooms, halls, etc. 

"The material entering into 
construction of the building is 
to be red pressed brick and 
stone trimmings. The contract 
provides that the total cost of 
the building completed shall not 
exceed $15,000." 

This bu i Ld t ng housed both 
grade and high school until 
attendance became too large and 
in 1931 a new one-story elemen
tary school bUilding was con
structed across the street South 

from the three-story building. 
Mrs. Emma Cook served as 
principal the first years. Some 
grade school students were 
taught in the whi te frame 
building North of the high 
school until the new grade 
school was comoleted. 

These school buildings served 
the community adequately for a 
time, but as more students 
transferred to Prairie Grove 
from rural schools which were 
consolidated with Prairie Grove 
District, space for future 
growth of the schools was 
needed. 

Rural school districts con
solidated with the Prairie Grove 
School District were: Stonewall, 
January 10, 1925, after school 
building burned; Center Point, 
New Sulphur, Hubbard, Rhea's 
Mill and a portion of Walnut 
Grove in 1946; Apple Hill and 
Howe in 1947; Mountain View and 
Viney Grove in 1945; Prairie 
View and a portion of Cove Creek 
in 1949. 

The Prairie Grove School 
Board took steps to insure ade
quate land for expected growth 

High Schoof BUlfding Occupied in /354 
of the school system by planning 
the purchase of a 35-acre tract 
of land (for future development) 
in the Northwest part of town in 
1941. 

Dr. Frank Riggall served as 
chairman of the committee to 
secure the additional land and 
raised a total of $8,560 for the 
purchase of the needed acreage. 
The site selected was about 
thirty acres at the North end of 
Mock Street, one-half mile North 
of Main Street. Twenty acres of 
land was bought from Jack 
Harlan, Dolph Helm and Roy Fid
ler for $5,500, then 15 addi
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tional acres were donated to the 
school by Roy Fidler. 

The first building on this 
new site was the gymnasium, fol
lowed shortly by the Home Ec 
Cottage and the Agri Building, 
all completed in 1951. Next came 
the new lighted athletic field, 
then the High School was occu
pied at mid-term, with the 1954 
class being the first to gradu
ate from the new building. 

Prairie Grove School Admin
istrators beginning with 1960 
include: 

Superintendents: T. R~y c'orn
well, John L. Vandiver, Tommy 
Venters, Jerry Turner, Randall 
Spear, Nelson Wall, Ben Winborn; 

High School Principa.ls: M. P. 
Lockhart, Jack C. Kreie, Tommy 
Venters, John Arnold, James 
Willis, Donald Turney, Randall 
Spear, Bob Lambert, Lloyd Jones, 
George Lewis, Paul Brewer, Barry 
Ferris, Gary Cooper; 

Middle School Principals: 
(Beginning in 1974) Lloyd Jones, 
Tim Nash, Dan Russell, Gerald 
Daily, Ken Ramey, Mary Gunter, 
Bill Whitmire, Joe Giles. 

Elementa.ry Principals: Anna 
J. Holmes, Wendell McCune, Edwin 
Staggs, J. D. Lyman. 

PRAIRIE GROVE SCHOOLS SHOY 
STEADY ATTENDANCE INCREASE 

Prairie Grove Schools have 
shown a steady, if slaw, in
crease in attendance since 1960, 
as indicated in these records: 

1960-61: 574 
1970-71: 800 
1980-81: 1,084 
1987-88: 1,082 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
1960 THROUGH 1988 

Jack Feltner, Jeff Baggett, 
D. E. Rieff, Argil Bartholomew, 
Caswell Wilson, Dr. W. C. 
Brooks, Alfred Stout, Fred Bran
don, Donald Parks, Frank West, 
El don Wetze 1, Herbert Carnahan, 
William Giles, J. B. Traylor, 
Guy Sparks, Wi1ford Thompson, 
Everett Hart, Billy Joe Ba.rthol
omew, Charles Stills, Louis 

Schraer, 
Dr. R. D. Manning, Bill Thur

man, Jim Rieff, Greta Mack, Lar~ 

ry Bell, Lou French, Charle~ 
Stills, Fred Collins, Dale Fos
ter, Bill Kelly, John Austin, 
Larry Golden, John Everett, Nan~ 

cy Nations, Russell Black, Larry 
Walker, Eugene Hamilton. John 
Robert Hart, Craig Updyke, 
Glenda Woods, Randy Laney, Rick 
Reed, Sarah Agee. 
(Superintendent Ben Winborn and 
Kim Ireland supplied some of the 
material in the School History.) 

Eieeentsr» scboo! 

HJyh School North BUJlding 

/fiddle Seh""l 

GymnaSiuM 
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ARi CLASSES IN PRAIRIE GROVE SCHOOLS 
1958-1968 

By Irene Dykes Bernard 

1958--First Art classes for 
school children were taught by 
RobeI-t Barnes, president of 
COAC, and Mrs. Irene Dykes Ber

~rt cia"~ in Prairie ,rove Elementary School 
in /958. irene Oykes Berrurd and Robert serre«, 
teachers. 

nard. Classes were held in the 
library of the old elementary 
schoel building. Children, ages 
/3 through 1/3, were offered in
struction in drawing and paint
ing in charcoal and watercolors, 

1959--Art Workshop from June 
to August 1st at old elementary 
school with 50 students 
enrolled. Mrs. Anna Holmes was 
assi stant teacher. At the 
request of pupils, art classes 
were organized for fourth 
through sixth grades for a fee 
of 25¢ per student. Thus, art 
'as introduced into the Prairie 
Grove School. 

1960--Children's classes held 
through school year and summer 
workshop. Their art was exhib
ited at the Clothesline Fair and 
at the Washington County Fair, 
where some students won prizes. 

1961 through 1965--Classes in 
school and summer workshops. A 
class in clay or ceramics was 
also added. 

Fort Smith District AFWC 
sponsored art competition for 
lOth grade students in Prairie 
Grove High School called the 
I'Penny Art Contest." Each 

student gave ten cents to cover 
costs. First-place winner in the 
State won a week in residence at 
the Art Camp at the Uni versi ty 
of Arkansas, plus a $10.00 
prize. In 1961 Charlotte Jackson 
won first place, and in 1963 
Gordon Hart won first place. 
Lynette Pierce and Danny West 
also submitted paintings in foI
l owi ng years. Sarah Car 1 served 
as chaperon for the winners. 

1959--Adul t art classes were 
taught at the school library, 
assisted by Mrs. Holmes. Classes 
included drawing, pastels and 
oi 1 pai n t . We moved to the new 
school building in 1963 and con
tinued until my retirement, 

The new Prairie Grove ele
mentary school was dedicated 
August, 1963. I was pu t on a 
school salary. There was a room 
for art classes for 4th, 5th, 
and 6th grades. I retired in 
1965 because of the illness and 
death of my husband. 

1965--Prairie Grove Schools 
became Class AA in the North 
Central Division. Art was ap
proved on a statewide basi s to 
be taught in all Arkansas 
schools. 

My position was filled by 
E.B. Olszewski of Lincoln who 
carried on the art program and 
acquired a potter's wheel and 
kiln with the help of the PTA. 

~grJCuIture 8uilding· 

80S Ion I/In. Coop Sldg, 
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PUBLIC "EET ING 

(Copied from the holdings of the 
Special Collections Department, 
Uni.versity of ArkanSBS Librar
ies, Fayetteville. Supplied by 
Susan Parks wi th per mi ssi on to 
include in History of Prairie 
Grove. ) 

At a meet Lng of a number of 
the property holders of Prairie 
Grove Valley on Saturday, the 
2nd day of :September (11371) the 
following proceedings were held: 

On motion Col. Wm. Wilson was 
called to the chair. At the re
quest of the Chair, Col. J. P. 
Neal briefly explained the 
object of the meeting to be to 
organize for the purpose of in
ducing the location of the 
Industrial Uni versi tY in the 
Valley. He gave a beautiful de
scription of the Valley, and 
urged it as a duty upon her cit
izens to bring its advantages 
prominently before the Commis
sioners--that we could not com
plain of a bad location if we 
sit here idle and do nothing. In 
conclusion he moved the appoint
ment of a c ornrat ttee to prepare 
and present resolutions expres
s! ve of the sense of the rneet
i ng . For said committee, the 
chair appoi nted Col. Neal, Col. 
Lake, R. J. West, S. P, Pittman 
and W. D. ROKers. The c ornrat t tee 
reported the following resolu
tions which were unanimously 
adopted. 

II Whereas Washi ncto:1 Cou nty 
has bid the sum of one hundred 
-thoueo nd dollars for the loca
tion of the State Industrial 
University within her bounds-
and no other county having 
offered any bid, We therefore 
take it for granted that the lo
cation will be made in Washing
ton County, This being the case 
we feel alive to its importance. 

Therefore, Resolved that we 
invite an examination of Prairie 
Grove Valley by the commis
sioners and recommend the 
location of the University in 
said valley for the following 
reasons: Because of its healthi

ness; the fertility of the soil; 
its adaptation to the use of 
labor savinB machinery; the 
interest taken in agriculture 
and education; its fine water 
and climate; its production::::> of 
all the cereals and grasses and 
of all the fruits and vegetables 
of the temperate zone; the moral 
status of its citizens. Because 
of its accessibility and for the 
important fact that nature has 
marked it as the highway of 
travel and railroad from the 
North to the South; and last for 
the very important consideration 
that it is about cen+,erable of 
the people who imposed a tax 
upon themsel ves to secure its 
location and who are in justice 
entitled equa2.ly to its advan
tages. 

2nd--Resolved that it is the 
earnest wish of this meeting 
that the commissioners on whom 
the State has imposed a trust so 
important will acqUit themselves 
in a way that the University may 
stand as a lasting testimony of 
their wisdom and fidelity, a 
blessi ng to the people and an 
honor to our State--not like our 
banking houses in years past, 
and other of our miscalled State 
improvements and enterprises-
monuments to follv and pt:.cula~ 

r.t on . 
3rd--Resolved that Col. Neal, 

S. P. Pittman, R. J. West. Jno 
Mock, S. E. Rogers, Col. Rhea, 
Co l e . Fields and Lake, be ap
pointed a committee whose duty 
it shall be after the commis
sioners arrive at Fayettevil12 
and after they shall have been 
wined and dined and toasted, and 
bored generally on the subj ect 
of the fertilization of insipid 
soils, to invite them to our 
Valley and to tender to them the 
hospitality of our people. Also 
to show them our fine farms, our 
excellent springs of pure water, 
our healthy pcipu La t f o n and the 
several desirable sites for the 
location of the University. And 
to present them the title papers 
and the evidences and securities 
of donations given by our citi
zens to secure its location in 
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this Valley. 
4th--That the meeting on the 

adoption of these resolutions 
proceed to make donations com
mencing with the chairman: 

Col. Wm. Wilson: I will give 
two hundred acres of fine Valley 
land on which the white sulphur 
spring is situated and one hun
dred and sixty acres of fine 
timber on mountains, if located 
on the premises or at Viney or 
Prairie Grove; forty acres less 
if at the latter places. R. J. 
West: I wi 11 gi ve one hundred 
acres in Mountain Township if 
located as above; Hardy Warren: 
forty acres valley land and for
ty timber for its location in 
the Valley; A. Borden: twenty 
acres for a site at Viney Grove, 
and thirty-eight of timber: Col. 
Lake: sixty three acres land if 
in the valley; S. P. Pittman: 
forty acres; W. H. Tilley twen
ty-five acres; Dr. Rogers, forty 
acres; Moses Rollans, $100; 
McDuff: 250 acres at White Sul
phur: W. H. Rhea 1000 acres if 
at Viney or Sulphur, 500 acres 
if at Prairie; Jno Mock: 100 
acres at Prairie Grove, or 500 
acres at Viney or Sulphur; 
<space does not permit 1 isti ng 
all contributors, but most 
property owners in the area 
agreed to contribute. ) 

On motion the chair was re
quested to have copies of the 
proceedings of the meeting pre
pared--that a copy of them be 
presented to Carom. Botifeson 
with a request that he lay them 
before the board at Little Rock, 
and that copies be furnished the 
Fayetteville and Little Rock 
papers with a request that they 
publish them. 

Col. Neal: "As one of the 
committee on donations, I wish 
to say that I have made up my 
mind to thirty thousand dollars 
--I believe we can raise it in 
fine lands and money. We surpass 
all competitors in the fitness 
of the location, in point of 
money we are able to compete 
with any, if we will," 

Signedl 

William Wilson, Chairman 

(Several sheets of signa
tures and amounts pledged fol
lowed but space does not permit 
printing it in full. Residents 
of the Prairie Grove Valley made 
a gallant effort to secure the 
University, but it was located 
twelve miles to the east, at 
Fayetteville.~***** 

6irIs tree 1M graduating class ot 1.921. 
Front R,,.: iett I" /'IgM: LIllian ssrr ison 
Py~all, Sarah Car I, Vera fidler IIi Ison, Back 
~".: /lan'~ Bagg~1I stone, ~uda Barnes III Ison, 
sret» Carnahan and OIIi~ Barn~s, IBarnes Ph"I,') 

71h srsde Class, T"p R"., I~f1 I,' rigM: 
Op~I Stevens, /lima Henrv, Leonsrd Clark, Eih~I 

Ford; IIlddI~ 1'''': H~I~n Rupp~I, Leotur» N~Is"n, 

Rach~I S~i9~r, CI i t ion Hi I I, sret» /ladd"x, 
Ernest CalJlpb~JI, sernic» Bak~r, vmc il B~II; 

&'11,'" 1'''': SIadys S~arc.y, Her"an Rail Iff, 
D,'r"lhy TayIQI', Earl soor», /largar~1 Pyeall, 
/'farion Ni..'{on, Elsie sisnberr», Julius "oodruff, 

IA. Ca"pbell Photo) 

The value of farm land in 
Wa:;:;hington County was estimated 
at $2,010,802 in 1860. 
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1914 GRADUATING CLASS 

A copy of the graduation an
nouncement for the Class of 1914 
was sent to us by Mrs. L. L. 
Gibson (Mrs. Mary Dean Ma
gruder) , 

Graduation exercises were 
held in the Opera House, May 18, 
1914. Members of the class were: 
Henry Carnahan. Isaac Perrigo, 
Clarence Shackleford, Inman
 
Carl, Eugene Miller, Helen Carn

ahan, Claire Hoover, Ruby 
Fields, Vivian Dorman and Eula 
Butler, 

Henry Carnahan was a Post
master in Prairie Grove. 

Eula Butler lived for many 
years on North Mock Street and 
was a teacher in Prairie Grove 
Elementary School for many 
years, 

Claire Hoover, was a daughter 
of James B. and Mary Ella McGill 

IHoover. (Mary Ella s second mar
riage was to Marion Lokey.) 
Claire was the mother of Jim 
Bell and Marion Bell Bushong 
Sharp, both of Prairie Grove, 
and a sister of Anna James 
Hoover Holmes Dorman. 

TVLSAN RECALLS ARKANSAS SCHOOL 

Mrs. Lola B. Woodfin of Tulsa 
sent a number of clippings and a 
picture of the 1925 eighth grade 
class at Prairie Grove, She re
calls that two of her girl 
friends, Anna Denton and Bea
trice Stroud and she and her 
brother, Merrill Woodfin, all 
from Strickler and Fall Creek, 
went to school in Prairie Grove 
that year. 

"My folks moved to Inola, 
Okl ahoma, then to a farm South 
of Tulsa in 1927. I was born in 
Texas and when I was fi ve years 
old my parents and grandparents, 
also an uncle and his family, 
moved to New Mexico and 1i ved 
there three years. Then my par
ents moved to Strickler and Fall 
Creek, Arkansas, in 1918. We 
traveled all the distance from 
Texas to New Mexico to Arkansas 
by covered wagon. We arrived at 
Strickler August 26, 1918. My 

brother and I went to school 
there and Uncle Bob Skel ton was 
first grade teacher." 

Junior Class of 192.9-:10 SI.nding, left 10 
right: Claudia ~sher, Grace Collier, fluth 
str ictIer, Oorothy S~anks, Ifuy Sue Cuney, Ifdl
tie Cavelt, Henriella lIilli.ms, Grace Cuney, 
Lillie Oay, Emilie CU/lmings, TheMa Tate, Eu
genI' oorsen, tut« «iison, Gladys Ifa.nell, Oaisy 
/fix,'n, Verna Guess, and Ifami. Edmiston, te.cher; 
Back flo~: Gaston If.llhe~s, TOI/I Nelson, 
~uslin norrison, and flivers Geiger; front ro«; 
(eon Thurman, Genlry noor», CuI i.ee Briden
tbel I, Huold Gregory, Tennie Neal, Jerry Nol.n, 
Elberl Nels,'n end Jim Bob Hale, (T. Oelap Photo'! 

1929-30 fiflh and Sixth Grades, Bac,' rov: 
If.rgdrel Collier, Bernice IfcCormick, fay Batten
field, Helen 4IdItS, Clara BdM, Ifiss curtts, 
le.cher; Hesler lIullens, J••'el Pate, Cdrr..l Nel
son, i izsv Crisp, Phoebe ssrri», frances tun
ningha#1, louis. BUker, [#1ogene HiltM; .middle 
rov: Chuley Sldughler, Kennelh IfcCormick, Clyde 
Ledg.r~ood, J, B. Gent rv, EverI Speaks, Grady 
Helm, Clifford Ho~ell, Billy ~dd#1S, Ellon ~sher; 

fronl rom: flalph Tale, Charles 4Ioolverlon, Don
ald Puks, JiM Bob Cunningham, Pdl Henry, Or
ville Crisp, vervt Hutchens, fI, 1', Harrison, 
B,~rry I'drks, Oick /lallace, George Cox, lamrence 
Oelap, (B, Brooks Photo! 
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Grade School Class, Back "W,' left to right, 
I, lIell "axwe II , 3, ""garet Esd», J, Jst]: Esds, 
5, Robert "ason, 6, Bill Cunningham, 7, Ray 
"eelellaM, ~, Bill E.ids, 2" 8" 10, Unidenti
fied,' 

Third rov: I, Ha,,'ld Bre~er, rom Baggett, 
3, Milliam csr Iisle, J, Levrence "cOonald, 
5, Unidentified, 6, Jane Cook, 7, Elizabeth 
Hel», 8, "arilyn Co~art, ~, John "obley,' 

Sec"M rov: I, fatheryn C"I, 2, ""tha Ray 
Bibson, 3, ""y ~nn Pyeatt, J, Jusni ie sorrc», 
5, Sue Hedl'1ckson, 1, Freddie Jean Shafer, 
8, Louise "cMhorter, 10, Betty Cunningham, II, 
Bill Hutchens, 6, end s, Unidentified, 

Front rov: I, If, .I, Sharp, 2, .' Phillips, 
3, Jobn Hem'y Brewsl.er, 5, J. 0, Glide~ell, 

6, Jim nee Nixon, 8, JdINeS Fidler, 4, sna r, Un
identified, (H, «colev Photo) 

~pple Hill School,' lIellie Reed, fate Reed, 
Ida Reed, Belle ~lIen, Lillian Cruse, annt» 
Kirkland, Reva soore, Russell ~lIison, Chelsey 
Mams, Harrison Kirkland, Frank Couch, George 
Ifobley, Roe "oble,v, Ivor Mams, Dane Vanh",n, 
Holland Kirkl snd, Rugy Raider, If"k Raider and 
Buster Cruse, IH, Ifobler Photo.! 

Fourth Grade, 1929-:10. Sarah Carl, t esctier; 
J, Rila Belle Cox, 13, ~nne Lockhart Harris, 
15, seurine sootverton, 17, Hiss fli/son/ 20, 
"rank Blakem",e, Others unidentified, 

Prairie Grove High School Graduales of 1915, 
Left to right,' nui,» Peerson, Ray Falkerson, 
Ida Fs Ikerson, ~utry Milson, EdiIh Campbell and 
Frank Bla/'em""e, IB"nes Ph"to) 

Sophomore Class, 1~29-30, Back ro«, left 10 
right, E"I "",'re, unidentified, John "axey, 
Ernest Ca"pbell, VinciI Bell, Clarence Oees, 
Lester sos», Her"an Ral!iff, Dick "a."y, Jul ius 
Voodruff, Ople Stevens, Sarah Carl, reacher, 
Front rov: ~nna Hale, "argaret Pyeatt, Elsi» 
Stanberry, Grace If.iddo." Edna Derryberry, Ifima 
Henry, Rochel Geiger, Iinidentified, Dorothy 
ToyI"" I~, Campbell PMI.o) 
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Prairie srov» High schoo] Class, Boc,' rov: 
left 10 rigl1l, Joe Pittman, Wes Wi11iams, Edgar 
Sherman, Edgar Benson, {fnidenti tied, Eugene Ty
ler, '/'leeks, /'Iiddle Ro«: Olelha Lomb, Irene 
~bereromble, Helen 6eiger, Lyde ;~elton, Lucille 
norto», lIeltie /'I.. Oavid l'Cales), Lorena Oavid 
(faddis); rront ro«: Ralph oodson, (li11iam Camp
bel l , James fay Parks, Loy Stanberry, Louise 
Oelap 1.'1, /'Iil1ard Stone, Phil Weaver Jr, frank 
/'Iaupin, /'Iaupin Cummings, lA, Campbel1 PMI.,'.> 

EigMh orade Class (no date); Boc,' ro«: /'Iar
garet Ruple, tescher, J, RocMI 6eiger, S, Dsie 
Slanb.,.ry, 4, oladys Searcy, 5, Bernice Baker, 
8, flhel C,'sby, 9, /'Iargare I Pyeatt, 10, srsc» 

/'Iaddo,\, I" 6" 1" and II. Unidentified; /'Iiddle 
I'O~'; I, Hyatl Beal)', 10, Harry Co11Jer, Others 
on middle r,w um dentt tied, fr,'nl roe: I, Vineil 
Bell, J, Herman Ralliff, 4, Earl/'loore, 5, Clif
ton Hi 11, 6, Johnny Condry, 7, ~ester sos», 
8, Ernesl Campbe11, .9, filis Henson, J, Unident
ified, (~, Campbel.' Photo) 

oradua/ing Class of 1M Prairie 
srov» High scboot , Bock ro«, left to rigM; Ed
vtn Sharp, Leta Taylor, ~11en Blakemore, Johnnie 
PrisciI ls Oean /'Iagruder; Sealed; ~lma Sanders, 
Or, J, H, Cald.e11 and /'laude orealh,'use 

(Gibson Ph~'t,o) 

School Class, Back roe; left 10 rigM, 
2, James fay Parks, J, Howard Bates, 4. Loy 
Sianberry, 6, Vern Hsrr i son, 1, /'IiI lard Slone, 
8, frank /'Iaupin, I" 5" 9, Unidenlified, /'Iiddle 
I'N'; I, Irene ~bercro/l/bie, 4. Joe Pitiesn, 
6, /'I.wpin Cummings, 1, /'Iagill Rollans, 2" 3" 
5" 8, {fnidentified; front rov: I, Hazel Barnes, 
2, Helen Seiger, 3, Lucy CUNNings, 4. iu:il Ie 
norton, J, Reba fidler, 6, Jusru ts Ileal, l, {In
identified, 8, Ouida (lMtla"er IACampbe11 Photo) 

"4;,1 'm'ik 
/'Iiss scctenaon:« 2nd Srade Class Br""ks Photo 2nd orade; 19U-SO 
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Prairie GrMe High School Class, Bat,· ro«: I, 
and 2, Unidentified, 3, Paul Jones, 4, oerei» 
Delap, 5, Veryl nutchen«. 6, IJnidentified, 
7, Pershing Geiger, 8, and 9, (/nJdentified, 
front row: ~nna Holmes, teacher/ 2. Unidentified, 
3, serr Cavett, 4, Helen Hooter, 5, (Inidenti
fied, 6, Geneva 8,'~ling, '" 8" and ,9, unident» 
it ied, (Hol"es Phot".1 

HIGH SCHOOL CUlSS; Front 1'0. Is..,led>, left 
to right: Luct l le sort on I'Bar), Unidentified, 
Helen 6eiger (Noell er), Ralph Dodsor!, Jusni ts 
tfeal (Aevs.J, James fay rsri e, LJph~=i l1ornson,' 
2nd 1""'; John 8aqpell, testber: Olelha Lamb, 
/'fllJard Stone, F.ran~ !(:H.lpln, Irene (or Louise) 
Copenhaver, i1illJa.71 Campbell, Phil i'eaver Jr , 
Lvda Si el ton OhliN'!),' ~{rd !'L'~': LL')/ sisnoerrv, 
l1aupir! CURJlllIn.qs, irene Abercrr."",/ne, l1eeks n,l, 

[ugene Tvler, .f,'e Pillma,n, lA, CaPlpbeii Ph,'lo.1 

"154

1941 FIRST GR~DE CL~SS: Sliling t n t ront: 
Ierrel l Cunningham, Will lam I¥tDonald; kneeling, 
let : 10 right; Pcnme Hulthens, Gene Rhine, 
CsrIen» Osburn, Palsy Csveti , Jerry I¥oblav, 
sturro» Harsh..ill l ::~vlvaleel1 L"17g, Eugenia 
I'fa.:'{er., Gel1eva 'licker'll Efllma Lou Oliveri Carolyn 
retk, Sandra Sharp, Rithard Johnson. Donnie 
Bennett, Henry Giles, Ivan Gene Baeks: Third 
1""': ~uda Ray Faddis, Frankie Dean I¥t,"ee, Sue 

11211, (next tPlO um dent t tt ed), tubJ Lang
rel l , Csrol vt: Brindle, 8etty Rite, ~I it» La~
horn, !.ethJ !1cl1urry,' Fourth rO~I,' Ollie Fdye 
Beels, t.errr ~nagn051, Paul norr nso», Bobbv 
Taylor, Blil Curl5inger, Jim nct.mne«, Wayne 
BI'(rcknl,~n, Lewis F8II'I JIfIIfIIY Rede5el Jerrv 
Dunn8gan, ctvce Nichols, (Jan Norma/II HOfller 
Phillips, Jerrv Couch, JIfllniV GIbney) Douglas 
Pray.' Leroy Tsvlor, and GordL1fl 3Iaughte l' , 

19(11-i!8 GR~O/lHTIN6 COSS; Ladies holding 
sign: LIZZIe Pat ierson and Ruby Coffee,' 2nd 
1'''.; FI'~nk I¥cCorOJitk, (Illidenlified, L, 0, Slmp
son,' Bad rev: Effie csr t, ~hJY 8lakemore, Pro
tessor (a1d~ell. ne«! I"" umdent it ied, 

High stboo! Class ((.Inidenlified.,(S, Broors Pholo) High Schoo! Class ((.Inidenllfled! Br",,'·s PhL1/.o 
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Organizations
 
MASONIC HALL BVILT IN 1903
 

Construction of the present 
Masonic Hall located on the West 
side of Mock Street. one-half 
block North of Buchanan, was 
started in 1903. The Prairie 
Grove Herald carried the follow
ing in the issue of July 9. 
1903: 

"An occasion of much interest 
to the Masonic fraternity was 
the layin~ of the cornerstone of 

Cereoony for laying of cornerstone tor 
Prairie Grove l1asonic Hall, 

(c.	 Vilson PhotoJ 

the B. H, Harrison Masonic 
Temple at three a' clock yester
day afternoon with the beautiful 
ritualistic ceremony of the 
He eson ar-y , by Occidental Lodge 
No. 436 of Prairie Grovel as
sis"ted by visiting Masons from 
other lodges, with the follOWing 
assisting as Grand Officers; 
R, H. Sharp, Grand Master; E. G. 
McCormick, Deputy Grand Master; 
W. S. Inman, Grand Senior 
Warden; R, O. Hannah, Grand 
Junior Warden; W, S. Moore, 
Grand Senior Deacon; W, G, 
Nixon, Grand Junior Deacon; 
J. J. Baggett, Grand Marshall; 
and	 J. L, Barker, Grand Tyler. 

.. The date for layi ng the 
cornerstone was announced last 
week for today at 2:30 p.m., but 
since that time those in charge 
of the exercise changed the date 

so as not to conflict with 
another meeting today. About 60 
members marched from the old 
Lodge Room to the site of their 
new Temple where a large crowd 
had assembled to witness the 
ceremonies. 

"The Cornerstone is cut from 
native limestone and is 12'2 x 
1212 inches and 13 inches high. 
The face has a fine polish and 
bears the followi~g inscription: 
Erected and Donated to Occi
dental Lodge No. 436 F & AM. by 
E, H, Harrison. Anno Domini 
MDCCCC I r i , Anno Lucis VDCCCU I. 
Esto Perpetua. 

"A zinc box about 5 x 6 inch
es was placed in a socket in the 
bottom of the stone. It contains 
th8 following articles: A piece 
of shell and a Minnie Ball found 
on the Prairie Grove Battle
ground forty years after the 
Battle of December 7. 1662. A 
Role of Officers and Members of 
Occidental Lodge No. 436. F & 
AM; History of the Prairie Grove 
Methodist Church South; History 
of the Christian Church o t 
Prairie Grove; History ot the 
Prairie Grove Lodge No, 70. 
A. O. U. W,; a copy o r the 
Prairie Grove Herald with its 
historyj Business history of 
McCormick and Collier; Business 
history of E. C. and F. H. Carl; 
present town officials' mes'3age 
to future o f f t c i a Lss; Bank at 
Prairie Grove to future genera~ 

tions, 
"Personal histories of B. H. 

Harrison, Dr. E, G. McCormick, 
Dr, S. E. Rogers, W, F, Bell. 
Dr, James Pittman, M. C. Ge n t r-v . 
G. W, Nixon, J. E. Sturdivant 
and J, L, Barker; and Business 
history of C. L. Cummings." 

The folloWing Masons have 
served as Worshipful Master of 
the Prairie Grove Lodge: 3-20
1686--J, E, Mock; 12-11-1866-
E. G. McCormick; 1888~-E, G, 
McCormick; 1889-~W. W. Mahan; 
1890--H. W. Welch; 1691--W, W. 
Mahan; 1892--A. Sanders; 1893-
N. D. Hanks; 1894--A. Sanders; 
1895--W. D. Moore; 6-1-1895-
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W. N. Butler; 1896--T. S. Ten
nant; 1897--R. A. Sharp; 1898-
R. A. Sharp; 1899--M. M. Col
lier; 1900--R. A. Sharp; 1901-
Hugh Scott; 1902--R. A. Sharp; 
1903--R. A. Sharp; 1904--Hugh 
Scott (election changed to De
cember); 1905--W. F. Bell; 
1906--W. F. Bell; 1907--W. G. 
Collier; 1908--R. A. Sharp; 
1909--R. A. Sharp; 1910--E. G. 
McCormick; 1911--E. G. McCor
mick; 1912--Hugh Scott; 1913-
Hugh Scott; 1914--F. A. Brad
shaw; 1915--F. A. Bradshaw; 
1916--F. A. Bradshaw; 1917-
M. M. Collier; 1918--F. A. Brad
shaw; 1919--J. Ed Rogers; 1920-

sssoni« Tempie--lIilson & /lc/liiian /lercantiie 
on first floor IBrerster rboto) 

J. Ed Rogers; 1921--Jno. W. 
Stansberry; 1922--Jno. W. Stans
berry; 1923--L. G. McCormick; 
1924--E. P. Pyeatt; 1925--W. E. 
Lark; 1926--W. E. Lark; 1927-
C. A. McCormick; 1928--G. B. 
Shafer; 1929--John Baggett; 
1930--Dan Pyeatt; 1931--M. L. 
Barnett; 1932--Clyde Delap; 
1933--Foy Robertson; 1934--C1ar
ence i c 1935--N. L.Dav : Brooke : 

1936--Edward Broyles; 1937-
Raleigh Dodson; 1938--Delford E. 
Rieff; 1939--S. H. "Dude" Neal; 
1940--James R. Hale; 1941--Wi1
lard Brooks; 1942--A. T. Speed
lin; 1943--Ed Horah; 1944--G. E. 
Wiswell; 1945--H. E. Durham; 

Looking South on /lock Street from present 
tocst ion ot Prairie 5rove TelephMe Co, 

01, Thompson Photo.! 

1946--Ed Horah; 1947--Carl 
Na t Lo nss ; 1948--W. M. "Bill" 
Taylor; 1949--"'ayman Giles; 
1950--Dr. Frank Riggall; 1951-
Dr. Frank Riggall; 1952--Vincil 
Bell; 1953--Lyde Campbell; 
1954--Paul Jones; 1955--T. B. 
"'ard; 1956--Joe Parks; 1957--Sam 
McKnight; 195B--Claude Nations; 
1959--J ack Di tmars; 1960--George 
Abercrombie; 1961--Philip Horah; 
1962--Clarence Davis; 1963-
Arthur Maguire; 1964--John Oy
ler; 1965--Charles Redfern; 
1966--Roy David; 1967--Robert 
QUinton; 1968--J. .... Calvert; 
1969--Ronnie Spencer; 1970-
Huland Nations; 1971--Jim Delap; 
1972--Larry Bell; 1973--Joe 
Parks; 1974--Huland Nations; 
1975--Randall Spear; 1976--Bob 
"'hitlock; 1977--John Everett; 
1978--Howard Branch; 1979--Roger 
QUinton; 1980--Roger Quinton; 
1981--Jack Ditmars; 1982--Frank 
David; 1983--Earl Rieff; 1984-
Howard Branch; 1985--Lee Terry; 
1986--Homer Dalrymple; 1987--Lee 
Terry; 1988--Roy David, 

(Portions of this history were 
taken from the Lodge History 
prepared in 1986 by Lee Terry, 
Vincil Bell, D. E, Rieff, Homer 
Dalrymple and Bill Ramsey for 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Lodge. ) 

Miss Julian Rogers was 5010
ist of the Hagenback-"'allace 
Circus 1921 to 1926. (P. G. 

Hera. 1 d) 
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PRAIRIE GROVE OCCIOENTAL LODGE 1436 p . m. Dues 12.00 a year." 

Pr~irie Grove Occidental 
LDdge ND. 436, Free and Accepted 
J(asons, was organized March 20, 
1886, with the f o I Lowd ng o f f L>
cers: J. E. MDck, WDrshipful 
Master; E. G. McCormick, Senior 
Warden; J. J. Baggett, JuniDr 
'Warden; G. E. James, Senior 
Deacon; J. O. Parks, Junior 
Deacon; W. R. 'Wallace, Treasur
er; R. S. Staples, SecretarYi 
W. D. RDgers, Tyler. 

Charter members were: J. E. 
MDck, E. G. McCDrmick, J. J. 
Baggett, JDhn MDck, W. D. 
Rog'e r ss , G. E. James, S. E. 
RDgers, Hugh RDgers, William 
Mitchell, J. D. West, R. S. 
Staples, JDhn CDle, W. R. 
Wallace, William Shafer, and 
JDseph Shafer. 

The meetings were tD be held 
in the Institude Building in 
Prairie GrDve Dr within three 
miles thereDf. T. C. Humphry was 
Grand Master, and Fay Hempstead, 
Secretary o f the Grand LDdge o f 
Arkansas when the Charter was 
issued in 1886. 

A CDPY Df the first stated 
meeting o f the Lodg-e on March 
20, 1886, fDllows: 

"The first stated meeting o f 
Occidental Lodge U. D. was held 
at the IDdge hall in the TDwn Df 
Prairie Grove, County of Wash
ington, State of Arkansas on 
20th day o f March A. D., 1886, 
A. L. 5886. 

"Present: Brothers J. E. 
MDck, WDrshipful Master; E. G. 
McCDrmi ck, Seni Dr Warden; J. J. 
Baggett, JuniDr Warden; G. E. 
James, Senior Deacon; J. O. 
Parks, Junior Deacon; W. R. 'Wal
lace, Treasurer; R. S, Staples, 
Secretary; W, D. RDgers, Tyler. 
Members: William Mitchell and 
William Shafer. Visiting 
BrDthers: R. H. Blackburn Df 
Viney GrDve LDdge ND. 265; J. O. 
Parks o f Washi ng t o n Lodge ND. 1 ; 
B. A. Carl of Valley LDdge ND. 
336; J. H. Haley of LDdge ND. 
406; W. H. Borids o f HillsbDrD 
LDdge ND. 196, HillsbDrD, Texas 

"Meetings t c be on Saturday 
o n Dr after full moon at 7: 00 

ANERICAN LEGION 

The Prairie GrDve American 
LegiDn PDSt was Drganized and 
chartered No vember 28, 1931. 
Charter members were: J ames A. 
Smith, J. H. Carnahan, G. B. 

~meric.n Legion Hut 

Shafer, Harve McDDnald, James H. 
CatDn, Ben FDrd, Hugh Neal, Bill 
Ray, R. B. CDX, J. B. Russell, 
CliffDrd Delap, Cleve HDlcDmb, 
B. B. Reed, C. E. Smith and 
G. W. Brewster. Meetings were 
held in the MDck bUilding until 
an American Legion Hut was con
structed. 

The American LegiDn Hut was 
built in 1934 by WPA labDr and 
the rocks for the exterior were 
hauled frDm Center PDint CDm
munity. Dedication Df the build
ing was held August 5th, 1934 at 
Mack Park. The prDgram included 
numbers by a string band frDm 
LincDln and vDcal SDIDS by 
Rachel Geiger (Maxey) , and 
Julian Rcgere . Speakers were 
MayDr J. Frank Ho Lmee , BDb 
Bro okss o f Springdale, Dr. Frank 
GDrdDn Df Fayetteville, Dr. 
W. H. MDck and Claude Fuller. 
Miss Sarah Carl and Mrs. GDrdDn 
Brewster were also on the pro
gram. 

The MasDn-NatiDn Past was the 
name chasen fDr the Drganization 
in honor o f James Edward MasDn, 
whD was the first Prairie Grave 
man killed in WDrld War I, and 
MDrris Edward NatiDns, who died 
December, 1941, of injuries r-e r
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ceived in the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, which started World War 
II. 

An addition was made to the 
Hut in 1973-74 when a room was 
bu i 1 t at the rear, maki ng space 
for skating, dancing and other 
civic activities. 

For many years the Legion and 
Auxiliary sponsored a boy and 
girl to Boys' State and Girls' 
State. They have also sponsored 
a	 Boy Scout troop. 

Bruce Kyle is present Com
mander of the Mason-Nation Post 
of the American Legion. 

Christmas Tree Sale by 8<'y scouts, Fron! 
Row, left to right, Larry sel), Eugene Hamil
ton, Huland Nations, J. G. liard, Clyde Oelap, 
scout /faster; Tommy /f,Coy, 8illy he 8artholo
lew, Jsck ie Clark, 8ry,e Curtsinger and Jim 
su«, 

a, Oelap PhotoJ 

PRAIRIE GROVE 1RADES DAY ASSOCIATION 

The Prairie Grove Trades Day 
Association waS organized in 
1935 and sponsored the publica
tion of a bi-monthly advertising 
sheet. A drawing was held every 
second and fourth Saturday when 
$50 in cash was given away. 

The Trades Day sheet was 
printed out-of-town during the 
first year, but after 1936 when 

the Enterprise was established 
by the Wiswells, it was printed 
locally. Jim Woodruff, Jack 
Harlan and Henry Carnahan headed 
the organization the first few 
years. 

The Trades Day Association 
acted as a Chamber of Commerce 
and sponsored such activities 
as: decorating the town for the 
Christmas holidays, encouraging 
new businesses and industries to 
locate in this area, and assist
ing the farmers in every way 
possible. 

In December 1942 the Trades 
Day Association and the Prairie 
Grove Junior Chamber of Commerce 
joined the Northwest Arkansas 
Chamber of Commerce and R. D. 
Bogart was selected to represent 
Prairie Grove in this organiza
tion. 

Henry Carnahan, postmaster, 
served the Trades Day Associa
tion as president for several 
years at its beginning. Other 
busi nessmen act L ng as presi dent 
were: Charles McNair, Guy 
Sparks, Elton Skelton, Frank 
West, Wi Iford Thompson, Pa u I 
Jones, Edward Broyles, Jack Bar
tholomew, John P. Mobley, Bill 
Ramsey, Hubert Dunham, and 
Ronnie Stone. 

In 1971, after thirty-six 
years of continuous operation, 
the Trades Day sheet was discon
tinued and the organization dis
banded. At that time the Prairie 
Grove Lions Club became the 
leading civic organization work
ing for betterment of Prairie 
Grove and its trade territory. 

PRAIRIE GROVE CHAPTER 
UNITED DAUGH1ERS OF CONFEDERACY 

(Prepared from Minutes of UDCJ 

A number of ladies met at the 
home of Mrs. M. L. Hildebrand 
July 25, 1906, and organized the 
Prairie Grove Chapter, United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, 
Number 1006. Officers elected 
were: Mrs. M. L. Hildebrand, a 
Virginian and most loyal South
erner, president; and Mrs. David 
Hall Torbet, recording secre
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tary. 
One of the primary purposes 

of the organization was to pre
~arva tha Battlaground, and in 
1909 a Park Association was 
formed and nine and one-tenth 
acres were purchased at a cost 
of $975.00. It became necessary 
to form an Association and the 
following trustees were ap
pointed: Dr. Welch, Judge R. O. 
Hannah, Mrs. Margaret Mock, Mrs. 
Dora Parks, and Mrs. J. H. Zell
ner. 

Charter members of the UDC 
were: Mesdames VI. T, McCormick, 
W, T. Neal, Dora Parks, E, K, 
Torbett, Eugene B, Lawson, J. H, 
Caldwell, D, H, Torbett, Fannie 
Bell, Mag Neal, M. J, Green, 
Margaret Mock, Julia Pyeatt, 
Walter Edmiston, L. C, McCor
mick, Dorse McCormick, Margaret 
Shofner, A. Borden, R, M. Craw
ford, Will Maddox, M. J, 
Staples, M. M, Ross, E. G. 
McCormick, J, B, Pearson, A. E. 
Barker, P. Edmiston, Hugh 
Rogers, Harry Dutton, L. C, 
McVay, D. W, Adams, Pearl Hart, 
George Nixon, JiID1!lie Rogers, 
Dora Neal; Misses Emma Magruder, 
Maude Bell, Dorothea Campbell, 
Jessie Pittman, Mamie Bell, May 
Rogers, Caddie Green, Betsy Grey 
Campbell, Maude Rogers, Sallie 
Bell, Birdie Bell, Annie Ma
gruder, Clyde Rogers, Bess 
Hannah, Betsy McCormick, Clara 
Shoffner and Myrtle McCormick. 

The Prairie Grove UDC Chapter 
has been honored with several 
State Officers: Mrs. M, L, Hil
debrand, Historian in 1920; Mrs. 
J. B. Harris, Recorder of 
Crossesj Miss Enuna Blakemore, 
Registrar in 1924; Mrs, J. H, 
Zellner, Corresponding Secre
tary, and also in charge of the 
Childrens' Chapters, and Mrs, 
Earl Cunningham, first Vice
President in 1922. 

In 1930 the Battlefield Park 
was legally presented to the 
State Division United Daughters 
of the Confederacy and the dream 
of this chapter is to see the 
park improved year by year, with 
the continued help of the state, 
until it becomes the beauty spot 

HeMbers of (lOC on trip to not Spl'Jl7gs, LeU 
eo fligM: viv u» B.ggell, Bess Cuuings, Ollie 
Berres, t il I isn H.nn.h, u/t i i« Cunningh.", snd 
Hlldl'ed BI','yles, 

(Nor.,ood Photo) 

it cou 1d we 11 be--the mecca of 
every chapter in the Arkansas 
Division. 

While a very vital part of 
the Chapter's interest has 
always been centered upon the 
Park, other calls have not been 
neglected. Markers have been 
placed on the site of an emer
gency hospital, used during the 
Battle of Prairie Grove; histor
ical programs have been given at 
chapter meetings and interesting 
data gathered by the various 
historians. 

The most cherished possession 
of the Chapter is the camp flag. 
presented by the local camp 
United Confederate Veterans, and 
handed down to the Daughters as 
a sacred trust when the camp had 
been forced to disconti nue its 
activities, because of the 
infirmities of age. 

¥¥¥¥:.of. 

IJnidentJ fied dog in front of F.,mers .nd 
Herch.nts 8.nk, (B, Beiger Photo) 
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PRAIRIE GROVE CHAPTER 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

(Information provided by Kildred 
Broyles, Secretary of Prairie 
Grove Chapter, DES.) 

In 1925 Mary Woolverton 
became interested in formi ng a 
Prairie Grove Chapter, Order of 
the Eastern Star, of Arkansas. 
Her mother-in-law, Ella Woolver
ton, who joined the Eastern Star 
in 1882 at Brightwater, Arkan
sas, was initiated by her 
father. Masons were conferring 

Charter MeMbers present at the Fiftieth 
~nniverHry of the Prairie srov» Chapter, OES, 
Ifarch '.976: Left to Right: i i l I isn Hannah, 
Irene Delap, Ifyrtle Parks, Floyd lIoolverton, 
Li l l isn Pyeatt; Seated: tut:» Cunningham, 

11. Oelap PhotoJ 

the Eastern Star degrees at that 
time. Mrs. Woolverton approached 
Walter Dodson, a Mason, and 
through their efforts Prairie 
Grove Chapter 491, DES, was 
formed January 29, 1926. 

The first officers were: Mary 
Woolverton, worthy matron; Wal
ter Dodson, worthy patron; Ruth 
M.cCormick, associate matron; 
Vivian Baggett, secretary; Ar
thur McCormick, treasurer; Lil 
lian Pyeatt, conductress; Lil 
lian Shafer, associate conduc
tress; Myrtle Parks, chaplain; 
Lutie Cunningham, organist; 
Irene Dodson, Adah; Tuttle Hen
son, Ruth; Jessie Carlile, 
Esther; Lillian Hannah, Martha; 
Bess Dodson, ElectQj Edna BQ~
gett, Warder; Floyd Woolverton, 

Sentinel. These with Dorothea 
Harris, Fred Carlile, Charles E. 
Woolverton, and Jim Parks, were 
the Charter Members. 

B. H, Harrison built the Ma
sonic bUilding in Prairie Grove 
in 1903 and donated it to the 
Masonic Lodge. He also left a 
sum of money in trust with pro
ceeds to be used by the Lodge 
and for charity purposes. The 
Board of Trustees of his estate 
are selected from members of the 
local Masonic Lodge. 

The following have served as 
Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron 
to the present time: 

1926-27: Mary Woolverton, WM; 
Walter Dodson, WPi 

1928: Ruth McCormick, WM; 
Floyd Woolverton, WP; 

1929: Lillian Pyeatt, WM; 
Floyd Woolverton, WP; 

1930: Li 11 ian Shafer, WM; 
Walter Lark, "iP; 

1931: Mae Lark, WM; Clyde 
Delap, WP; 

1932: Myrtle Parks, WM; Na
than Brooks, Wi 

1933: Marie Stone, WM; Edward 
Broyles, WP; 

1934: Irene Delap, WM; Clar
ence Davis, YIP; 

1935: Mamie Rieff, WM; Del
ford E. Rieff, WP; 

1936: Mildred Broyles, WM; 
Walter Dodson, WP; 

1937: Olyve Brooks, WM; Wal
ter Lark, WP; 

1938: Louise Fidler, WM; Na
than Brooks, WP; 

1939: Effie Bain, WM; Walter 
Lark, WP; 

1940: Lutie Cunningham, WM; 
Nathan Brooks, WP; 

1941: Ethel Speedlin, WM; 
Walter Dodson, WP; 

1942: Helen Geiger, WM; Wal
ter Lark, WP; 

1943: Helen Geiger, WM; Na
than Brooks, WP; 

1944: Essie Wiswell, WM; Na
than Brooks, WP; 

1945-46: Violet Horah, WM; 
Edward Broyles, WP; 

1947: Wilma Carnahan, WM; 
Walter Lark, WP; 

1948: Pauline Bell, WM; Vin
c t I Bell, 'liP i 

1949: Violet Nations, WM; 
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Nathan Brooks, WPj 
1950: Eva Riggall, WK; Dr. 

Fran1\: Riggall, WPj Very e l aoc
rate drill for Grand Matron's 
visit. Men and women in costumes 
dating back to 1875. Repeat per
formance at Grand Chapter in 
Li ttle Roc k , Members t r om Lin
c o I n , West Fo r k , Clyde and 
Prairie GrDve went by chartered 
bus. 

1951: Velma Giles, WM; Wayman 
Gi Le e , WP; raised dues from 
$1.00 tD $2.50. RainbDw Girls 
organized and spDnsored by OES. 

1952: Geraldine Parks, WM; 
Paul Jones, WP; purchased signet 
and coffee urn. 

1953: Marie MDore, WM; Rod
ney Riggall, WP; ContributiDn to 
Washi ngton General Hosap i tal tD
ward Prairie Grove room in polio 
ward; 

1954: Melda MDDre, WM; Ople 
Stevens, WP; Gave DId signet and 
$25.00 to Clyde Chapter after 
they lost all in a fire; 

1955: ZelIa NatiDns, WM; Wal
ter Lark, WP; 

1956: ZelIa NatiDns, WM; 
Charles WODlvertDn, WP; The pink 
sheet and diagram of the laby
rinth was replaced with new ones 
and new ribbDns added to the 
badges; 

1957: LDrene Jones, WM; Claud 
Nations, WP; bought first 
printed checks, a new lace 
tablecloth, punch bowl and cups; 

1958: Anna HDlmes, WM; George 
Abercrombie, WPj 

1959: Anna HDlmes, WM; May
nard Dorman, WPj New altar drape 
and a mirror on piano for con
venience of organist. Small 
Bi ble gi ven in rae mor-y o f Mrs. 
J. A. Stevens. Her son, Ople, 
Past	 Patron. 

1960: Pauline AbercrDmbie, 
WMj George Abercrombie, WPj 
George presented flag tD chapter 
in memory of his aunt; 

1961: Geneva Keene, WM; John 
Oyler, WP; 

1962: Myrlene Whitney, WM; 
Leo Whitney, WP; OES assumed 
respDnsibility for keeping hall 
clean; hired cleaning service; 

1963-64: Velma Calvert, WM; 
J.	 W. Calvert, WP; Meeting time 

changed tD 7:30 p.m. all year; 
Pledged $100.00 tD help MasDns 
pay fDr air cDnditioner; 

1965: Ida Layman, WM; George 
Aber-cr ornb I e, WP; J Dyce Cu rm I ng
ham a ppo I nted State Mother Ad
visor for Rainbow. 

1966: Minnie Horah, WM; John 
Oyler, WP; Christmas party and 
tDYS for underpriVileged; 

1967: Wylene Layman, WM; JDhn 
Oyler, WP; District saddened by 
death of Pearl Keeton, Grand 
Sec., December 16, 1967; 

1968: JDyce Cunningham, WM; 
Ro be r t; E. Cu nn i nghe ra, WP; Lodg-e 

OES _'ilth linniversary Cal'. 

bu i Ld t ng completely remodeled; 
stairway changed; kitchen com
pleted with cabinets, etc.; en
tire bu t Ld i ng paneled and car
penting laid. All paid fDr by 
the B. H. Harrison Estate; Ob
tained ESTRAL funds fDr Terry 
Dees t ministerial student; 

1969-70: Virginia VafakDs, 
WM; William N. Vafakos, WP; 
JDyce Cunningham appDinted Grand 
Organist-1969; and District 
Deputy in 1970; 

1971: Betty Bell, WM; Larry 
Bell, WP; J'oyce Cunningham ap
pointed District Deputy for 
second year; dues raised from 
$2.50 tD $3.50; 

1972: DDris Sharp, WM; R. E. 
Cunningham, WP; 

1973: Velma Calvert, WM; 
Larry Bell, WP; 

1974: Pauline Bell, WM; Vin
cil Bell, WP; $150.00 to ESTRAL; 
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1975: Joyce Cunningham, WM, 
R, E, Cunningham, WP, Bought new 
flag for chapter room, 

1976: Betty Bell, WM, Larry 
Bell, WP, Observed 50th Anniver
sary March 1976, Charter members 

Prairie 5rove Chapter OES celebrates 50th 
~nni versary, 

present: Lillian Pyeatt, Floyd 
Woolverton; Myrtle Parks; Lutie 
Cunningham, Irene Delap and Lil 
lian Hannah, Larry and Betty 
Bell presented large picture of 
1976 officers, framed by George 
Abercrombie, to chapter; 

1977: Helen Noeller, WM, Leo 
Whitney, WP, Cunninghams pre
sented picture of Menls Drill 
Team to chapter; Reception for 
Pau 1 i ne Bell, Grand Represeni:.a
tive; at home of Larry Bells. 
Obtained 100% International 
Temple Fund. All members' names 
now recorded in International 
Temple Records. ZelIa Burkett 
presented "100 years of Eastern 
Star" to chapter. 

1978: Helen Noeller, WM; 
R, E, Cunningham, WP; Dues 
raised from $3.50 to $5.00, OES 
agrees to help pay utilities on 
hall; 

1979-80: Anna Spear, WM, 
Larry Bell, WP, Observed Olyve 
Brooks 96th bi rthday, September 
11, 1979, 

1981: Virginia Vafakos, WM, 
William N. Vafakos, WP; Honor 
night for Joyce Cunningham, dis
trict deputy, 

1952: Doris ShElo.rpl W'M; George 
E, Wiswell, Wf; Brunch ~t Jovce 

Cunningham's honoring Mildred 
Broyles' 45 years as Secretary; 

1983: Jimmie Belle Delap, WM, 
George E. Wiswell, WP; Purchased 
altar cloth for Rainbow Girls, 
Friendship Plantation Party held 
July 16; 

1984-85: Velma Calvert, WM, 
Larry Bell, WP; $100.00 to Rain
bow for expenses to Supreme and 
Grand Assemblies, Money Tree for 
Ministerial Alliance at Christ 
mas and box of candy to shut-ins 
for Thanksgiving, 

1986-87-88: Wanda Zarelli, 
WM; Phillip McCoy, WP, Betty 
Bell named State Mother Advisor 
for Rainbow; Purchased file cab
inet: to pay half of all utili 
ties beginning January 1, 19.38j 
dues increased from $5.00 to 
$10.00; helped Masons serve 
annual Pancake Breakfast, City 
of Prairie Grove celebrating its 
100th birthday in 1988. 

****** 

QUIlling Club at Legion Hut, Left to Right; 
Ora Specht, Bonnie ViI lines, firs, 5, C, lIent
~orth, Estel Ie Prater, and Sarah Fidler 
(seated), 

The 1860 Farm Census showed 
that Washington County was 
listed second in production of 
swine, hops, flax and sorghum. 
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PRAIRIE GROVE LIONS CLUB 

(Courtesy of Dr. John B",in) 

The Prairie Grove Lions Club 
was organized October 4, 1946, 
with the following officers: 
J. Frank Holmes, president; Lee 
Jones I first vice-president; 
Clyde Rutherford, second vice
president; Charles E. Woolver
ton, third vice-president; 
Delford E. Rieff, secretary; 
Bill Wainwright, Tail Twister; 
G. E. Wiswell, Lion Tamer; 
Vincil Bell, Layton McCoy, Dr. 
Frank Riggall and Dr. Jeff 
Baggett, Board of Directors. 

The Charter was presented t.o 
the Lions at a special banquet 
meeting attended by more than 
160 members and guests. The 
meeting was held in the Fellow
ship Hall of the Methodist 
Church, with Dr. Will H. Mock 
serVing as master of ceremonies. 
The program included the Invoca
tion by Rev. Alf Eason, pastor 
of the Methodist Church; Song, 
"The End of a Perfect Day," Mr. 
and Mrs. M. A. Dorman and R. E. 
Cunningham; Lewre nc e Delap 
played two piano numbers; and 
loll's. J. F. Holmes led group 
singing. 

""We S'e r-ve" is the motto for 
the Lions Club dnd over the 
years members have served in 
many capacities. "Sight Conser
vation" is a major concern of 
the club and many fund-raiSing 
projects have been carried out 
by the local club to benefit the 
program. 

For many years the Lions 
Club's main fund raiser was 
barbecued chicken dinners served 
during the annual Labor Day 
three-day celebration. People 
came from far and near t,o enj oy 
the chicken which was prepared 
on long grills set up by the 
Lions for the occasion. Chicken 
was served with baked beans, 
potato salad. sliced tomatoes 
and bread. After the Park was 
i ncl uded in the State program, 
the chicken dinners were dis
continued, In recent years the 
Lions operate a hamburger wagon 

during the Clothesline Fair as a 
fund raiser. 

The Lions donated concrete 
tables and benches, and various 
playground equipment to the 
Park. They also developed the 
recreation are", at Budd Kidd 
Lake with picnic tables and 
benches and a ballfield. They 
have also sponsc!red a Boy Scout 
Troop and participated in the 
summer recreation prosram, 

1988 officers are: Larry 
Crawley, presiderlt; Sdm ESI:ue, 
first Vice-president; Dr. Andrew 
Bai n , second vice-pre:,;ident; 
Charles Hudson. third vice--pres
identi Homer Dalrymple, Secre
tary-treasurer; Murph Pair, Tail 
Twts t e r : Dean Harper, Lion 
Tamer. The Board is <:::ompo:3ed o t 
i.he obove officers plus Ed Smith 
and Rick Reed, members-at-large. 
David Parks is immediate pa:3t 
president, 

CHA~BER OF CO~~ERCE 

The Prairie Grove Chamber of 
Commerce was organized April 15, 
1978. The first officers elected 
were: Hubert Dunham, president; 
Bill Ramsey, president elect; 
Martha Flynt, secretary-treasur
er; Sam Escue, 2-year Board 
member; and Carroll Rainwater, 
i-year Board member. 

They listed as their pro
jects, the Labor Day Parade, 5-K 
Battlefield Run, Scholarship 
Fund for a Graduating Senior; 
gi vi ng support to the Gro-West 
organization. 

Accomplishments to date: The 
Ch",mber was instrumental in 
bringing Universal Electric to 
town; helped with acquisition of 
Arkansas Galvanizing, Inc .. 
Tyree Trucking and Gregg Enter
prises, in conj unction with the 
Prairie Grove Industrial Corp. 

The Chamber of Commerce meets 
monthl y on the fourth Thursday 
for lunch at Latta Barn, Battle
field Park. Their goals include 
economic growth for the town; 
and installation of welcoming 
signs on each side of town on 
Highway 62. 

Past presidents are: 1978 
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Hubert Dunham, 1979 J. W. "Bill" 
Ramsey, 1980 Larry Golden, 1981 
Vol Eads, 1982 Russell Black, 
1983 Harley Freedle, 1984 Craig 
Updyke, 1985-1986-1987 Sam Escue 
and 1988 James Reese. 

Current officers of the Cham
ber are: James Reese, presi
dent; Ron Stinchcomb, president
elect; Jean Speegle, secretary
treasurer; Sam Escue, Martha 
Flynt, and Jim Rieff, board mem
bers. 

Prairie Brove Baseball Team of 1.916 or '17. 
Ro~ I (Left 10 Right.!: Osrar !lrCuisUon, John 
VOl/ark; Ro~ 2: Oale ~l len, ~Ih,'l Gentry, Oolph 
set», Raleigh Blskesore; Ro~ 3: Charley Nixon, 
Otto Bollin, Byrd Hal/I/ontree and Ed !lrCuistion. 

(F. BlakeR/ore PhotoJ 

• 
PRAIRIE GROVE FEDERATED ~OMAN'S CLUB 

By Hildred Broyles and 
Ei 1 een Hann i ng 

In December 1932 a group of 
women met to form a Garden Club. 
As such, they sponsored flower 
shows, planted Elm trees at the 
grade school, and promoted 
interest in beautifying lawns. 
At the 1933 Flower Show, a baby 
show was also held. 

November of 1933 II Federation ll 

was discussed and application 
made. The name was changed to 
"Art and Garden Club. 1I June 18, 
1939, the members voted to be
come federated wi th the General 
F"d"rat i on of Wom"n' s Cl u b. As 
this history is written, only 

One charter member is still on 
the roll, Mrs. Lena Helm is an 
honorary member. 

During the war-years and 
post-war years, forty boxes con
taining mor-e than 400 small 
gifts wer" collected and sent to 
soldiers in th" Ft. Chaffee Hos
pi tal for Christmas. Cl ub women 
were c r-e d t t.ed with $9,500.00 
maturity value War Bonds sold on 
the sixth bond drive. In 1945 
the club coll"ct"d some 725 
pounds of clothing for overseas 
reli"f. 

In another major project, the 
club Led a community drive and 
raised $591.98 to help furnish a 
polio ward at a new General Hos
pital. Th" club gave $118.70 and 
sp"arheaded a community drive to 
collect funds for an Iron Lung 
at the same hospital. This was 
e ccompl t e hed through countywide 
efforts, but Prairie Grove con
tributed $1,350.00. 

April 1952, a member of the 
local club, Mrs. W. E. N. 
(Florenc,,) Phillips was 
install"d presid"nt of the 
Arkansas Fed"ration of Women's 
Clubs, s"rving the 1952-54 term. 
Th" Ft. Smith District plant"d a 
Magnolia Tre" in he r honor on 
the grounds at the Governorls 
Mansion in 1952 at the Inter
national meeting of th" GFWC 
held in Philadelphia. Mrs . 
Phillips told of her plans for a 
Stat" Federated Club Pap"r, this 
was the beginning of AFWC Club
woman magazin". The first issue 
was delivered to our members at 
the September meeting, 1952. 
Another local club woman, Mrs. 
J. C. (Myrtle) Parks was the 
first editor of the Clubwoman. 
Mrs. Phillips contributed 
$100.00 in the name of th" local 
club for the restoration of 
"Independence Hall" at Philadel
phia, and a bronze plaque in the 
Hall bears the club's name. 

In 1954 the Club won the 
"Five-Point Star of Achievement 
Award. II Several local members 
have held offices and been on 
commi ttees at District, State 
e nd N"tional level. We have had 
two State Presidents, three Dis
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R&sults of 1946 lc& Storm in Pr.iri& 5rov&, 
(Smi th Photo) 

****** 
trict Presidents; and in 1984-86 
we had a GFWC Regional Presi
dent. 

In 1978 our club was again 
honored when Mrs. R. D. (Eileen) 
Manning was elected president of 
the Arkansas Federation of 
Women's Clubs. She was installed 
at the conclusion of the 1978 
State Convention held in Hot 
Springs, and served for the 
1978-80 term. Mrs. Mary Eliza
beth Sowards re Mrs. Mike Quint 
was GFWC International Presi
dent. Mrs. Linda Bynum, Siloam 
Springs, was president of the 
Ft. Smith District GFWC. Her 
theme was "U+2 with UNITY-i n the 
Land of Opportunity," meaning 
grow. An all-out effort was made 
to increase membership across 
the state. 

It was during this term that 
the Arkansas Sheri ff' s Boys and 
Girls ranches were adopted as a 
state project, and was carried 
through 1986, The program of 
Growth was reflected in the 
creation of nine districts in 
place of the existing six. At 
the close of this term, Eileen 
was offered the chairmanship of 
the GFWC Health Division which 
she held for 1980-82 term under 
Mrs. Donald Shide, GFWC Inter
national President. This same 
year Mrs. Manning was elected 
secretary-treasurer of the GFWC 
South Central Regional Confer
ence. In 1984 at the conclusion 
of the GFWC Convention in Las 
Vegas, Mrs. Eileen Manning was 
installed as president of the 
GFWC South Central Regional Con
ference. 

Mrs. J. W. (Joy) Webb, one of 
the local club's charter mem
bers, died July 2, 1976. Septem
ber 19, 1977, the Administrator 
of her estate, Wilford Thompson, 
met with the club and explained 
parts of Mrs. Webb's will in 
which she expressed her desires 
that her home and contents be 
known as the "Murphy-Nelson-Webb 
:Memorial" and that it become a 
permanent home for the Prairie 
Grove Woman's Cl ub and the 
Junior Civic League, the latter 
she was instrumental in estab
lishing. 

This mandate was accepted by 
the club members who immediately 
began our continuing "Community 
rmprovement Project," (C. 1. P.) 
setting in order a research 
Library for local history, pre
serving, cataloging the antique 
pieces of furni ture, dishes, 
papers and other artifacts. The 
highlight of this mandate was 
realized when, on Saturday, 
October 29, 1983, we he I d open 
house to the community, inviting 
all citizens, with special invi
tations to community leaders, 
school officials, teachers, 
history buffs, all wi th the 
intent to tell the community 
what is available at our 
"Resource Library. II We now 
volunteer club members' time 
once a month and have the 
Library open for public use. 

We have a membership of 29 
club members--24 active, 5 
honorary. 

MARKER UNVEILED BY 
LOCAL CHAPTER UDC 

<Prairie Grove Herald, 
June 5, 1930) 

A marker of native lirnes-tune 
with marble Ln e e t; wo.':.) un'Jt~ll(~d 

Su ud e y af tE.'rnoon wi t L J mpr esa.t V~ 

ceremoni~s on the lawrt (11 t,h,'~ 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
The me rke . which was prepared by 
E. H. Dorman of the Pr e t r- t e 
Grove Marble Works bears ttle 
following inscription: "Si te eli 
the Ft re t Cumberland Presbyter
ian Church, used as a hospital 
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Hark~r at sit~ of th~ First Cu.b~rJand 

Pr~sbytfrian Churrh, 

during the Battle of Prairie 
Grove, Marked by Prairie Grove 
chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, 1930." 

Mrs. J. H. Zellner delivered 
the address, and John Bennett 
Baggett, little son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Baggett, and great 
great-grandson of Mrs. Margaret 
Mock, the oldest member of the 
UDC Chapter, drew the string. 

Honor guards, dressed in 
white and carrying Confederate 
flags were Misses Lucy, Emilie 
and Mary Cummings, Eleanor Bell, 
Pauline Harrison, Mary 'iest, 
Beulah stone, Ruth Wilson, 
Janice Barker and Mary Dean Ma
gruder. Miss Sarah Carl and Mrs. 
J. C. Parks gave readings. 

PRAIRIE GROVE RAINBOW ASSE~BLY 153 

By Betty Bell, Mother Advisor 

The institution of Prairie 
Grove Assembly #53, Order of the 
Rainbow for Girls, was held 
Tuesday, October 30, 1951, in 
the Masonic Hall at Prairie 
Grove. Sam Ballard, Grand 
Deputy, was unable to attend and 
Mrs. Essie Ray substituted as 
Deputy. Others assisting were: 
Helen Shudlin, Pat Ambrose, Mary 
Lou Pearce and Retha 'ioods. 

Following the institution, 
1n1t1'lt1on W'lS held for twenty
one girls. The Charter Members 

of Prairie Grove Assembly were: 
Bobbie Curtsinger, Nadine Neal, 
LaVonne Phillips, Sue McKenzie, 
Shirley Curtsinger, Kay Lynn 
Cates, Shirley Ramsey, Julia 
Feltner, Ellen Marie Clark, 
Kathryn Bidwell, Camilla Bid
well, Sue 'iilson, Coretta 'iil 
son, Jephaline Henson, Mary Nell 
Geiger, Sue Vinson, Charlene 
Brewer, Mari lyn Henson, Mari lyn 
'iilson, Doris Jean Smith and 
Barbara Patrick. 

Following the ini tiation, 
which was done by the Fayette
ville Assembly, O. E. S. served 
a buffet supper, then a public 
installation was held. Bobby 
Curtsinger was installed as 
'iorthy Advisor and Mrs. Ratha 
Lane as Mother Advisor. Members 
of the Advisory Board were: 
Mildred Broyles, Ethel Speedlin, 
Irene Delap, Anna J. Holmes, 
'iinifred Stephens, Paul Jones 
and Hubert Keene. Mrs. Velma 
Gi les was 'iorthy Matron of 
Prairie Grove Order of Eastern 
Star, the sponsoring body. 
Vincil Bell was 'iorshipful 
Master of the Masonic Lodge. 

On May 6, 1952, Prairie Grove 
Assembly #53 was officially 
Chartered. The Charter was 
signed by Rev. Mark Sexson, Su
preme Recorder, founder of the 
Order of Rainbow. During the 
past thirty-seven years, 267 
girls between the age of 12 and 
20 joined the Prairie Grove 
Assembly. 

OES members who have served 
as Mother Advisor and the years 
they served are: Ratha Lane, 
'52; Eva Riggall, '53; Jo Ba t n , 
Jan-Apr '54 and Dec '54; Jerry 
Parks, May-Nov '54; Essie 'iis 
well, 155- ' 57 i Velma Calvert, 
Jan-Jun '58; LaVonna Phillips, 
Jul '58-'59; Eula Curtsinger, 
'60-Aug '61; Pauline Bell, Sep
Dec '61; Joyce Gunningham, '62
'64; Eula Curtsinger, '65-'66; 
Pauline Abercrombie, '67-' 73; 
Colleen Knowles, '74-May '76; 
Doris Sharp, acting M.A. Jun 
'76-Sep '76; LaVonne Hall, Sep 
'76-'80j Dorthea Coleman, 181
'82; Anna Spears, '83-April '84; 
Betty Bell, May '84 to present 

175
 



time. 
Val ter Lark was selected to 

serve as the first Rainbow Dad, 
Many other Masons have served as 
Rainbow Dad since then, Clyde 
Delap first served as Dad in 
September ' 55, and was Dad 
numerous times after that. He 
continued to work with the girls 
until 1984 when his health pre
vented him from attending the 
meetings. Vincil Bell was 
another longtime helper until 
his death in December '86. 
Prairie Grove Assembly gave 
tributes to both at the Memorial 
Service at Grand Assembly in 
1987. 

In February, 1952, the girls 
held a Hobo-Week to earn money 
to purchase the Officer Jewels 
for the Assembly. Cost of the 
complete set was $47.50. <A set 
bought today costs $199.50.) 
M. A. Dorman presented the 
Assembly a Rainbow gavel which 
is still used. 

At Grand Assembly held at the 
Marion Hotel, Little Rock, in 
June 1959, Betty Beeks, now Mrs. 
Larry Bell, was appointed Grand 
Choir Director Prairie Grove ISI 

first grand officer. Grand 
Offices and Grand Appointments 
are in recognition of service 
and the ritualistic work. 

The following is a list of 
Prairie Grove Grand Officers and 
the year they were honored: 
Betty Beeks, 59-60; Charlotte 
Cunningham, Grand Drill Leader, 
65-66, Grand Recorder, 66-67; 
Gladys Jane Abercrombie, Grand 
Love, 68-69; Margaret Manning, 
Grand Choir Director, 71-72; 
Tracy Sullivan, Grand Fidelity, 
73-74; Janna Rice, Grand Confi
dential Observer, 79-80; Tammy 
Coleman, Grand Immortality, 81
82; Sharon Luttrell, Grand Choir 
Director, 83-84, Grand Treasur
er, 84-85; Jane Grigson, Grand 
Confidential Observer, 84-85; 
Dorothy Manning, Grand Musician, 
85-86; Laura Bell, Grand Nature, 
86-87; Ann Gragg, Grand Choir 
Director, 87-88; Amy Dodson, 
Grand Outer Observer, 88-89. 

We have also had two State 
Kother Advisors from our 

Children of lhe Confederacy, 8ack R,'.: Vir
ginia liesI Jackson, Oarene Baggett, sernice 
f(cCormi ck Brooks, Rulh fJodson 8001h, .' lIa I 15, 
Ann Harris LaRue, Phoebe Todd Harris, 

(B. Br""ks Photo) 

****** 
Assembly: Mrs. Joyce Cunningham, 
65-66 <she also served on the 
Executive Committee, 1967); and 
Mrs, Betty Bell, 86-87, She was 
also named 1988 Mother Advisor 
of the Year. 

Girls who have been named to 
the Grand Cross of Color Team 
are: Andrea Hall, Jennifer 
Corner, Dorothy Manning, Jane 
Grigson, Laura Bell, Jenifer 
Appleby. This is a select group 
of only fourteen officers. Once 
named, you usually remain until 
maj ori ty age or marriage. These 
girls are picked for outstanding 
service to the assembly and 
communi ty. 

Other State honors received 
by Assembly #53 members are: Ann 
Gragg, Outstanding Reporter, 
'86; Fara Ferguson, Outstanding 
Reporter, '87; Jennifer Appleby, 
Grand Representative to Maine, 
85-86, 1st place Parade of Cos
tumes, as a Marinerj Shirley 
Stults, Grand Representative to 
Iowa, 87-88, as Ear of Corn, 1st 
place. 

Assembly honors: Membership 
trophy, 82 and 83; State Trophy 
for Outstanding Assembly in 
Service, 1985-86-87-88 <Prairie 
Grove is the only Assembly in 
Arkansas to do this four years). 
Some of our service projects 
are: Monthly birthday parties 
for the Kedihome; Community 
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Easter Egg hunt. This was 
started in '73 and has been an 
annual project since; park cars 
over Labor Day Weekend since 
1977; help Ministerial Alliance 
at Christmas; help families in 
need; give to the Ronald McDon
ald House, Childrens' Hospital 
at Little Rock, Shriners Burn 
Clinic, and Rainbow Scholarship 
Fund. 

Some of the money-making 
proj ects to fi nance these are: 
parking cars Labor Day weekend, 
garage sales, sell fried pies, 
Tupperware parties, catering a 
wedding rehearsal supper, bake 
sales. The latter has been used 
si nee the begi nning of our 
assembly as a fund raiser. 

Girls named as District 2 
Kiss Service are: Sharon Lut
trell, 82; Denise Baker, 83, 
also second runner-up for State 
Kiss Service; Ann Gragg, 86, 
also 1st runner-up for State 
Miss SerViC8j Zana Carte, 88, 
District 2. Girls are chosen as 
local assembly Miss Service, 
then she submits an essay to the 
State on what Rainbow means to 
her and what she has done in re
gard to service to her fami ly, 
church, assembly and community. 

June 22-26, 1984, the Arkan
sas State Convention Center, 
Little Rock, was the site of 
Supreme Assembly. Supreme meets 
only every two years. At this 
time girls and their advisors 
from every state and j urisdic
tions outside the U. S. come to
gether. Arkansas is priVileged 
to have Mrs. Mary Sperry as 
Supreme Love and Supreme 
Inspector of Arkansas. 

Our Assembly helped finance 
Supreme by selling "Love Pops." 
We also made 175 padded picture 
frames for the Supreme Banquet 
and furnished 125 tatted crosses 
for the Grand Cross Luncheon. 
Those attendi ng from our Assem
bly were: Supreme Hostesses Dor
othy Manning, Sheresa Dodson, 
Jennifer Appleby, Stephanie 
Young, Katie Snodgrass, Betty 
Bell; Supreme Choir: Tammy 
Purser, Jennifer Appleby; Su
preme Pages: Sharon Luttrell, 

Laura Bell, Jane Grigson. Also 
attending were Ann Gragg, Eileen 
Manning, Janice Rice, Sue 
Hutchens, Janna Higby, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harvey Luttrell. It was a 
real honor for Arkansas to host 
Supreme. Jurisdictions outside 
the U.S. attending were: New 
South Wales, Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Philippines, Japan and 
Panama. 

In addition to the fellowship 
we have with each other at Our 
meeti ngs twice a month, we have 
enjoyed meeting other girls from 
allover the state and other 
states and countries; visited 
the Supreme Temple in McAlli 
ster, Oklahoma; had bunking 
parties, swimming parties; hay
rides, barn dances, pizza 
parties, caroling, and the trip 
to Grand Assembly each year is 
always a highlight and a chance 
to renew friendships. Leadership 
held at Camp Mitchell on top of 
Kt. Petti Jean is always fun and 
the view is an inspiration. 

In 1982, Prairie Grove O. E. S. 
bought satin material and Helen 
Noeller made an Altar Cloth for 
the Assembly. Betty Bell, M.A., 
sewed on the large Rai nbow 
Emblem. Worthy Advisor Laura 
Bell, Summer Term '84 had as her 
project a Miss Service Sash for 
our Assembly. The sash was de
signed by her mother and was 
presented to the Assembly by the 
Bell family. Mrs. Dorothea Cole
man made the Assembly Flag in 
1981. 

****** 
EARLY FARM SCENE 
LOOKING NORTH FROM PRAIRIE GROVE 

177
 



COLONIAL COURTS 

Colonial Courts, located 
across Highway 62 from the 
Prairie Grave Battlefield Park 
was built by Mr. and Mrs. R. D. 
Bogart in 1939. Herb Terpening 
and Elbert Beaty constructed the 
eight cabins, a coffee shop with 
a terrace di nl ng room ene lased 
almost entirely by windows. A 
horseshoe-shaped driveway led to 
the cabins and encircled a 
number of large oak trees. 

Arthur Andrews, a cabinet 
maker a.nd violin maker. made the 

Colonial cour: (ao055 fro. Battlefuld Park) 
(E. lfallM~5 Photo) 

wood chandelier in 1941 and it 
still hangs from the ceiling in 
the dining room. Gene Siva-get a 
fifth grade student, cut the 
wood "G" shaped chain on which 
the chandelier hangs, working on 
it each afternoon after school. 

The rock fireplace, whi ch is 
in the coffee shop, has a large 
spearhead embedded in the front 
of it. It was found by Roy Nor
wood on the Illinois River and 
presented to Mr. Bosart. 

Bogart hired Mr. and Mrs. 
Arlie Reed of Rogers to manage 
the court and coffee shop. After 
a time the busine'3S was sold to 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cnrney, who 
operated it for two years. Other 
managers of the cafe and courts 
over the years have incillded: 
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Deshong, 
Lorraine Swain, Mr. and Mrs, 
Loyd Jarosh ('54-'69), Clinton 
Moore of Tulsa, Gary Chaney, and 
Guy and Erma Matthews, present 
operators. 

SAXON CARS SELL WELL 

(Pr~irie Grove Herald, 
September 16. 1915) 

The Prairie Grove Garage, 
which has the agency for the 
Saxon automobile, is haVing 
great success with its sale of 
this car. Recently they received 
a shipment of six cars from the 
factory and all of these have 
been sold. Four of the cars have 
been sold to parties in town dnd 
two out of town. Those in town 
who purchased these cars are 
Messrs. W. E. Harper, Percy Cum
mings, Will Baggett and D. N. 
McCormick. 

RAIL ROAD MEETING!
 
R,"erj' Citlr:f'n reelln~ interested fn the 

building or 8 Rnll Itoed from the Frteeo 

Llne to Prairie Grove III conHolly Invited to 

.tlcn~ 8 RAILIlOAJ) MASS M~;~;TJN{/ 

to he held At I'retr!e Grove TUF..sDA Y, 

SEPT. 25, 1888, AT 7 P. M. 

UP~~OI)CfO ,~nM 1H[ HOLOIMf.S Of ,~(
 
IPiUll eOIl{CIl[)"~ O[PU1Ml!\]
 

!>AWO iN /ill/Will II.... '
 
llrUV(RSn, Of ARUM1I.1
 

~e received e duplleet" of the broedslde from Ruse_ 
,,1 \ fl, o,le .. of Fermlhgt"n .. ho note". "'01. H. Engel_, m, 
0'"" ,re"ctfet:"",. ge~ .. th .. right_of_ .. lly for the r.llrOlld 
to "un through hili eo ecr .. r .. r"', Including II 4 .. cr .. "Ite 
t "r the F .. ,·."ington d .. pot .. 

Thue th .. O.ad' & Chllr"k .... C"ntre\ Rat Ir'o"d ellme Into 
b"l"g. It "en from F"y .. ~.t .. vll" t""ough F .....",lngt"n. P.-"t 
"le [:rov ... Lincoln, Summ .."''', AR onto l"I,leQullh. "'ur,ko~".. 
",,,i tcrml""t"d "t O"~uIFl.". C\<'. 

DRIVES TURKEYS TO MARKET (Herald,1915) 
The unusual sight of turkeys 
being driven to market like 
stock was wi tnessed last Thurs
day evening when Allen McAtee 
arrived here about sundown with 
a drove of 92 turkr:=ys. Mr. 
McAtee lives at Evansville, 20 
miles sDuthwest cf this place, 
and he had d r- i ven the turkeys 
from that plaoe to Prairie Grove 
that day. The bunch brought 
about $150.00 when sold. 
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City of Prairie Grove
 

Mayors 
The following list of Mayors 

of Prairie Grove is incomplete. 
The information was obtained 
from old newspapers, court 
records and books of minutes of 
the City	 Council: 

1905: F. W. Youree, Sr. 
1906-08 : J. S. Dill 
1909-10: F. E. Wilson 
1911-12: M. M. Collier 
1913-14: J. S. Dill 
1915: H. B. Collier 
1916-18: H. L. Hilderbrand 
1919: J. L. McConnell 
1920-22: J. P. Harris 
1923: W. F. Bell 
1924: E. P. Pyeatt 
1925: R. C. Lee 
1926-28: B. H. Slaton 
1929: M. H. Hill 
1930-32: J. L. McConnell 
1933-36: J. Frank Holmes 
1937-38: G. B. Shafer 
1939-40: J. Frank Holmes 
1941 : James R. Hale 
1942-46: J. Frank Holmes 
1947-60: Dr. Frank Riggall 
1961-72: Dr. Calvin Bain 
1973-75: Dr. E. S. Davidson 
1975-78: Dr. R. D. Manning 
1979-84: J. G. Ward 
1984-86: Mi nor Wallace 
1987-88: Eilleen Manning 

PRAIRIE GROVE HAD ASWIMMING POOL 

By Joy Nelson Webb
 
(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 1967)
 

The discussion of the possi
bility of a swimming pool for 
the local community in the near 
future. has brought to mi nd a 
swimming pool here fifty years 
agD. I remember distinctly the 
day the first SCDDp of dirt was 
moved tD make the poo l , and a 
few weeks later was an observer 
at the first swimming party. The 
t o Ll owt ng information about the 
pool is copied frDm the Prairie 
Gr-ove Herald, July 19, 1917, 
which was published by the late 
M. L. Hilderbrand and is in my 

MYOR: 1920-22
 

J. 1'. Hdrris 
II'. Hdrris I'hoto) 

MAYOR: 1929 

II.	 H. Hiil 
If. cu» I'hoto) 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

files: 
"Dr. W. H, Mock is now 

launching a new enterprise in 
Prairie GrDve that gives prDmise 
of a very beneficial and attrac
ti ve feature for ou r 1 i ttle 
city, in the f or m of a bathing 
and swimming pool. 

"Dr. Mock has bought frDm 
Mrs. Sallie Carney the lot on 
the West side Df NeQl Street and 
adjDining the MDrton HDtel 
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property, where he will put this 
new attraction. <Back of the old 
water off ice, near where the 
water tower stood. ) 

"This lot is about 200 x 300 
feet, and at the west end of 
this lot a large force of men, 
wi th teams and scrapers, began 
work today scraping out the 
basin for the pool, which we are 
informed will be 100 X 150 feet. 
The water for the pool wi 11 be 
supplied from the spring in Mock 
Park on the opposite side of the 
street and a little North of the 
lot. 

"In front of the pool will be 
erected the necessary buildings 
for dressing rooms, heating 
apparatus, shower bath, etc. II 

(Prairie Grove Herald, 
August 16, 1917) 

"The swimming pool recently 
constructed by Dr. Mock, is now 
full of water and is affording a 
fine bathing place. The recent 

¥-¥-l(.¥l(.l(. 

MAYOR: 1933-36 J939 -40-42-46 

J, Frank Holmes 
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rains have so increased the flow 
of water from the spri ng that 
the pool filled much more rapid
ly than at first ~xp~ct~d." 

MAYOR: 1947-60 

Dr. Frank Riggall 

PRAIRIE GROVE'S POPIJLATION 774 

«Pra i r i e Grove He r a I d, 
February 16, 1911) 

"Special Dispatch 
Herald": Washington, D. 

to 
C., 

the 
Feb. 

11, 1911. Prairie Grove Herald, 
Prairie Grove, Ark. Prairie 
Grove town population, thir
teenth census, 774. Signed: 
E.	 Dana Durand, Director." 

The information contained in 
the above telegram received by 
The Herald this morning, will be 
a great surprise and disappoint
ment to our citizens, who will 
be loath to accept these figures 
as correct. It does look awfully 
small in view of what we were 
expecting the figures to be, and 
as the best means of satisfying 
ourselves as to the correctness 
of the figures as to how large 
we are, we would suggest, as 
many other disappointed towns 
are doing, that a new census be 
taken at once by the town auth
orities, or under their super
vision. A public subscription 
for the purpose of payi ng the 
expenses can be taken without 
any trouble. 



"AYOR: 1~61-72 provements were completed with
out the issuance of any bonds 
except revenue bDnds, Bain said. 

~:~ }:' };, }:' }:~ }:t 

~AYOR: 1~73-75 

Or, cstvtn B'In 

Listed belDw are SDme cap
i tal imprDvements launched and 
completed fDr the City Df 
Prairie GrDve during the twelve 
years that Dr, Calvin Bain 
served as MayDr of Prairie 
GrDve, 

A lighting system Df mercury 
vapDr lamps fDr the streets, 

A parking IDt Looet ed behind 
bUildings Dn Highway 62 frDm 
Neal tD MDck street, 

A city library--thirty per
cent Df which was funded ID
cally, 

A new city lake f o r a water 
supply, 

A new fire prDtectiDn system 
which the city operated in CDn
j u no t.Lo n with a Rural Fire 
AssociatiDn (the city Dwned tWD 
new trucks and the rural grDup 
owned one new one). 

A new city hall building now 
in the architectural drawing 
stages, 

A radio-equipped pDlice de
partment, 

A hot-mix asphalt paving prD
gram fDr city streets, 

Launching Df a budgeting 
system. 

Comprehensive planninB' 
The a bove listed capital im-

Or, Ellllett Ddvids"n 

Water Department 
(Prairie Grove Herald, 
December, 1921 

An editorial in the abDve 
paper urged citizens Df the tDwn 
t o begin planni ng f or- a ci ty
wide water system. It said, "A 
Town canriot; g r ow be yond a vil
lage in the absence Df the con
veniences and utilities 
furnished by an ample supply o f 
water. There has been enDugh 
property destrDyed in Prairie 
Grove by fire since the advent 
Df the railrDad to have CDn
structed tWD sets of water 
wDrks, tD say nDthing Df the 
amDunt paid DUt in insurance 
because of increased risk due to 
the absence of fire prDtection." 

The editorial gDes on to 
expound the benefits t o be ob
tained from a gravity-flow 
system even though the cost of 
construction is greater. On 
October 7, 1905, a survey was 
made indicating that 288,304 
gallons of water per day cou Ld 
be brought into Prairie Grove by 
graVity flow from Nail, Hanks, 
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Felton, Delap and Nixon Springs. 
City Ordinance No. 100, 

passed and approved Febru~ry GO, 
1925, provided for formation of 
an improvement district. "for 
the purpose of constructing a 
water system, for purchasing 
land and water rights for a 
water supply, etc., and for 
completing ready-for-operating a 
water plant for the purpose of 
supplying and distributing water 
for domestic and commercial uses 
wi thin the City of Prairie 
Grove, Arkansas," A second im
provement district was formed in 
1926. However, no actual work 
was done on a water system until 
1933 when the Public Works Ad
ministration began providing 
funds for such projects. 

The Prairie Grove Herald, in 
the November 9, 1933, issue 
carried a headl ine, II Prairie 
Grove Gets Loan and Grant for 

MAYOR: 1975-78 

Or. R. O. ~anning 

City Water." It says, in part: 
"Word reached Prairie Grove 
November 1 of the granting of 
$60,000.00 for the construction 
of a water system consisting of 
an elevated tank, pump house and 
distributing system. Thirty per
cent of the cost of labor and 

MAYOR: 1979-SA 

Jul'son 6. (J. 6.'> /lira 

materials, which totals about 
$51,000.00, is a grant. The bal
ance 1s a loan secured by 4% 
bonds to be retired from the 
revenue of the plant,lI 

Construction contractors were 
required to abide by WPA guide
1 i nes, II Wages are expected to 
range from 40¢ per hour for un
skilled labor to $1. 00 per hour 
for experts. Enough work is est
imated for 32 men for four 
months, or for more men for less 
time provided there are no lay
offs on account of weather con
ditions or other causes. Work 
should start in a month." 

II We are assured I If M.ayor 
J. Frank Holmes said, "that 
local labor will be given 
preference and no machinery will 
be used to displace hand labor 
in excavation," The M.ayor said, 
"we plan a beautiful plant that 
will be an ornament to Mock Park 
area. Our supply of water will 
come from Mock Spring. We will 
have a fi I tration plant and an 
automatic pumping system that 
will practically operate itself. 
We will save much money on 
piping and insurance rates will 
be reduced as soon as adequate 
fire protection can be provided. 
We have waited 100 years for 
this--the most important event 
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since the Civil War battle was 
fought here." 

"Application for a sewer sys
tem will be filed as soon as all 
necessary information can be 
supplied. " 

MVOR: 1984-86 

(Prairie Grove Weekly Leader, 
September 27, 1934) 

The concrete reservoir is 
complete, ma t ns are goi ng down 
every day, the spring house is 
well along and the tower reaches 
skyward section by section. The 
spring is capable of a three
inch stream day and night and 
runs two barrels a minute. If 
the load at the peak of the day 
exceeds the output, the reser
voir holds 200,000 gallons, the 
tank 50, 000 gallons and the 
mains 70,000 gallons, a total of 
320,000 gallons. 

The water will flow from the 
spring to the reservoir through 
a ten-i nch main by gravi ty. The 
reservoir is of reinforced con
crete and measures 50 x 70 x 8 
feet. The steel tank tower rises 
in four 30-foot sections to a 
height of 120 feet. The tank 
adds 25 feet more with a roof in 
addi tion, making the top center 
about 150 feet from the j>;round. 

The pump house is 12 x 150 feet, 
of brick, housing two automatic 
pumps, each capable of doing the 
job alone. Thirty-three fire hy
drants offer ample protection 
from fire. 

Around 150 connections for 
water have already been ordered 
and more will be added later. (A 
blueprint of the original water 
system and names of original 
customers is on display at the 
Prairie Grove Water Department 
office. ) 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
Hay 27, 1948) 

About 100 persons attended 
the Town Meeting Tuesday night 
and heard proposals for 
increasing the City's water 
supply. Major Frank Riggall told 
of three proposals submitted by 
engineers working with the Coun
cil to solve the water shortage 
in Prairie Grove: the Delap 
Springs on Apple Hi 11, the 
Shores spring and the large hole 
of water on the Illinois River 
near the Woolverton farm, and 
the third suggestion, a 200 acre 
lake on land offered free of 
charge by Mayor Riggall from his 
farm south of town. After much 
study and discussion, neither 
alternative was adopted. 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
November 25, 1948) 

Prairie Grove is confronted 
wi th another water shortage and 
this time it seems that the 
rains are not going to save the 
day as they did at two previous 
times during the spring and 
summer. Thursday, Arthur McCor
mick, Water Superintendent, said 
the water in the tower was so 
low that drastic measures must 
be taken to insure enough water 
reserve for use in case of fire. 
Supplementary water has been 
flowing into the tank twenty
four hours a day from the well 
at the canning plant and has 
failed to keep the reserve from 
going lower each day. 

Wednesday, the water supply 
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~AYOR: 1987-88 

Eileen l1annin. 
Prairie Grove '5 First Woman l1ayor 

to the schools was cut to the 
bare minimum, and the Gi les 
Laundry has been hooked onto a 
well. 

Two outstanding factors have 
led to the water shortage in 
Prairie Grove: one is the 
extremely dry weather which has 
caused the failing of the spring 
and wells in this area, and the 
other is the large increase in 
water usage. We now have two 
concerns using nearly 100,000 
gallons of water per month, in 
addi 't i o n to the many new meters 
installed durin~ the summer. 

Pra1r1e Grove Enterpr1se, 
Apr11 24, 1952) 

The building of a new fire 
station and city bUilding was 
awarded to Henry Curtsinger on a 
low bid of $1,775 at a meeting 
of City Council. The concrete 
block building will be attached 
to the south of the City Water 
Office. 

Kock Spring p r ov i ded Prairie 
Grove with an abundance of water 
which met all needs for several 
years. However, years of be 1 ow
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average rainfall and increased 
usage as the town grew, con
vinced the City officials that 
an addi Honal wat~l" cupply wa£ 
needed. In the late 1940s and 
early 1950s other sources were 
explored for supplementing water 
from the Mock Spring and well. 

In July, 1954 three alterna
tives were presented: I-Con
struction of an a-inch line from 
Farmington to Prairie Grove at 
an estimated cost of $105,000 
and purchasing water from the 
Ci ty of Fayettevi lIe; 2-The de
velopment of Ruby Spring in the 
Bethel Grove community at an 
estimated cost of $60,000; 3-The 
building of a dam and formation 
of a lake south of Prairie 
Grove. 

When no solution was found 
that was satisfactory to all 
councilmen and citizens, it was 
decided to settle the matter by 
calling a special election and 
let the people of Prairie Grove 
decide. The election was held 
and the majority voted to pursue 
the Ruby Spring project. 

March 15, 1955, L. M. McGood



win, City Engineer, purchased 
water rights to the spring from 
Kr. and Krs. Ralph Ruby. Water 
from the spri ng was piped into 
the storage and treatment tank 
used for the Mock Spring water, 
then into the water tower and to 
Prairie Grove homes and 
businesses. 

The project was financed by 
revenue bonds. Price Dickson, 
attorney for the city, and L. W. 
McGoodwin, city engineer, were 
given instructions to go ahead 
with the project. 

When the water was piped from 
Ruby Spring to Prairie Grove, 
farmers along the line were 
allowed to connect and have city 
water. At present there are 29 
users on what is known as the 
Ruby Spring line. 

In 1965 Muddy Fork Watershed 
project program was building 
small dams for flood prevention 

City L,ke--Prli rie Brove 's ~,ter Supply 
rOelrich Photo) 

and had built, with financial 
assistance from the town, a lake 
to supply the town of Lincoln 
with water. Prairie Grove Mayor 
Calvin Bain said, "We agreed to 
pay for haVing the size of one 
of the flood detention lakes in
creased in order that the City 
of Prairie Grove could have an 
adequate water supply for the 
future. As the plan was worked 
out, the City of Prairie Grove 
would pay forty percent of the 
cost of the enlarged lake." 

The financing plan was 
unique. The Soil Conservation 
Service built in the extra stor

age capacity, with payment de
ferred for ten years or such 
earlier date as Prairie Grove 
might start using the water. 

Provision for repayment was 
worked out by the Farmers Home 
Administration. "We had to issue 
$230,000 worth of bonds in two 
series to pay for the system to 
carry the water into town,1I Bain 
added. 

The dam was completed in 1968 
and included the intake struc
ture and pumps. In 1974 the 
water treatment plant and a 
500,000-gallon storage tank were 
constructed, and a 12-inch line 
was laid from the tower to 
Prairie Grove. 

The city used water from the 
lake, Ruby Spring and Mock 
Spring until 1980 when the 
Arkansas Department of Health 
required the spring water to be 
excluded from the system. 

In 1977 the West water line 
was laid from the lake to the 
west side of Prairie Grove, pro-
r'l'" 

~'ter fre,t.ent Pl,nt rOelrich Photo) 
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viding city water to approx
imately 100 customers. In 1980 a 
line was laid to Universal Elec
tric on the southwest side of 
Prairie Grove, 

Residents of the Viney Grove 
area north of Prairie Grove pe
titioned the City of Prairie 
Grove to extend city water to 
them and in 1985 the Viney Grove 
line was laid, supplying water 
to approximately 40 customers. 

In 1988, when the Industrial 
Park was purchased by the Gro
West organization, the city in
stalled city water to the park, 
completing the loop around town 
and greatly improving fire pro
tection for its citizens. 

Present employees of the City 
of Prairie Grove in charge of 
maintenance and installation in
clude: Larry Oelrich, adminis
trator of city services; Leroy 
Thurman, water treatment super
intendent; Billy R. Howell, Mil
ton Thompson, Shawn Hancock, 
Water and Sewer Department; Mike 
Dobbs, John Ferguson, Street 
Department; and Joe Griffith, 
Sanitation. Janice Cross, Water 
Department office clerk. 

Sewer Department 
sPrn i r i e Grove Enterprise-
1933 to 1939) 

Shortly after the Prairie 
Grove Water System was approved 
in 1933, the citizens of Prairie 
Grove began work on a Sewer pro
ject, knowing they would go 
hand-in-hand. After four years 
their untiring efforts were 
rewarded when the Sewer proj ect 
was approved July 1937. 

Ordinance No. 112, authoriz
ing and directing that the 
necessary steps be taken by the 
Incorporated Town of Prairie 
Grove, Arkansas, for the instal
lation of a municipal Sewer Sys
tem, was passed by the City 
Caunci 1 November 13, 1933. 
Application was made to the Fed
eral Emergency Administration of 
Public Works for a loan or pur
chase of bonds. 

The original contract for the 

Tnnkllng FIller 

Prairie Grove Sewer System was 
for a loan of $36,363, but on 
November 10, 1938 a revised 
allotment allowed for a loan of 
$20,000 and a grant of $16,363. 

Bids for the project were 
opened November 21, 1938 at 10 
a.m. I at the Farmers & Merchants 
Bank. Terms required that work 
on the project must begin by 
January I, 1939. Tanner Paving 
Company was low bidder for the 
Sewer System project. 

The initial sewer system was 
designed to provide main lines 
through as much of the town as 
could be served with the $36,363 
in grant and loan funds. It was 
soon found that additional funds 

Fil ter 
would be required, and on April 
27, 1939, application was made 
for an additional loan and grant 
so that the Elizabeth Hospital 
and other parts of town could be 
provided sewer service. 

The sewer mains were laid in 
the alleys at the back of the 
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business houses, and Buchanan 
Street was cut only in one 
place, at the crossing in front 
of the Farmers and Merchants 
Bank. 

The disposal plant was 
planned to be located on the 
Muddy Fork north and west of 
Prairie Grove along the natural 
drainage of the City, but right
of-way problems prevented this. 
A tract of land of about eight 
acres, a quarter-mile south of 
Highway 62 and Muddy Fork 
bridge, was purchased from Earl 
Cunningham. The Sewer Plant con
sisted of a settling tank, 
filters and drying beds. This 
site was used until 1970. Mr. 
Ganaflo, engineer for the Public 
'Works Administration, expressed 
the opinion that the Prairie 
Grove plant was one of the most 
complete systems which had been 
built in the area under his 
supervision. 

In 1964 the City officials 
began to realize that Prairie 
Grove was outgrowi ng its sewage 
disposal system, and McGoodwin, 
'Williams and Yates Engineering 
Firm began a study for current 
needs and a new Sewer System. 

In 1970 a Revenue Bond issue 
for $184,000 from the Farmers 
Home Administration was made for 
a new sewage treatment plant. 
The two-stage bio-filtration 
plant with a capacity of 500,000 
gallons per day, was constructed 
Northwest of Prairie Grove on 
Muddy Fork. A 30-acre tract of 
land was purchased from the 
Lokey estate. The project also 
included 10,874 feet of 15", 12" 
and 1011 clay pipe, manholes, 
etc. A well was drilled at the 
plant and used until 1986 when a 
potable water line was laid from 
the city to the plant. 

In 1980 the land used for the 
ci ty' s first sewage disposal 
plant was traded to the Yosts 
for a right-of-way down Baggett 
Street for the new Universal 
Electric plant. 

McGoodwin, 'Williams and 
Yates, city engineers, are 
presently working on plans for 
maj or improvements at the Sewer 

Treatment Plant to meet require
ments of the 1988 Clean 'Water 
Act. 

The Prairie Grove Sewer 
System presently serves 750 
connections. 

RE"OVAL OF WATER TOWER IN 1983 
PROVIDED NEWS STORY OF THE YEAR 

(Prairie Grove Enterprise, 
July 28, 1983) 

The Prairie Grove City Coun
cil voted in February to remove 
the city's 50-year-old water 
stora~e tower which had not been 

RemOl'al of Vater rover Damages Several
 
BUildings
 

used since 1980. 'When water from 
the city lake was pumped into 
the tower at the lake, it came 
by gravity flow into the city 
water system. 

Service Enterprises Corpora
tion of Evansville, Indiana, was 
the low bidder at $4,610 for re
moval of the tower and was 
awarded the contract. 

The operation to fell the 
tower began early Sunday morning 
as the contractor cut support 
bars on the bottom section of 
the tower and severed the north
east leg, the southeast leg and 
the standpipe. The southwest and 
northwest legs were II no t c had!' 



and were expected to act as a 
IIhinge ll as the tower fell. 

A cable had been attached to 
th~ top of th@ tow@r and th@ 
other end was secured to a 
wrecker. After the area was 
cleared, the wrecker made its 
first assault at the tower. It 
budged slightly. but the front 
end of the wrecker came off the 
ground. Workers weighted the 
front end of the wrecker with a 
nearby backhoe and the wench was 
started again. 

The tower slowly started to 
fall toward the alley and the 
cable went limp. The trouble 
began when it reached about a 
30-degree angle. With the north
west leg obViously buckling, the 
tower changed directions about 
45 degrees and took its aim on 
the buildings. 

There were no injuries, but 

**"*t:**Fire Department 

hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in damage was done to the Cres
cent Department Store and 

FarIIl!rs Trus Val us HardwarlL 
Sterling Drug also received 
lesser damage in the mishap. 

The contractor was covered by 
liability insurance and restitu
tion was made to the store 
owners. 

The f o l Lowt ng day four huge 
cranes worked in unison to suc
cessfully remove the misguided 
Prairie Grove water tank from 
the top of the two businesses. 
The operation, which took about 
four hours, went without a 
hitch. Portions of the tower 
were cut off and removed with 
cranes. Then all four cranes 
were attached to the structure, 
estimated at 35 tons, and it was 
lifted from the buildings. 

Ne. Buelet and Lsdder Truel, eilrly 1900s 
Preirie Grove Firemen pose .itll ner buelet Bacl Ror: L, L, Bilggett, Sil. Oavis, "'M Her], 

ilnd-/ildder rilgon, Front Ror: II, II, Collier, TOM Vnidentified, Cllilrley Ni,ron, Viln csr! end JiM 
Oixon, Vnidenlified, 0, N, nccoreic«, uni Nixon, 
dentdied, Vnidenti tied, md CleM CumlRings, tPsr« Photo) 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT HISTDRV 
CLn i orma t i on provided by David 
Stills, Fire Depar t men t: Secre
tary) 

Many buildings in early 
Prairie Grove were lost by fire 
before the advent of ci ty water 
supplies and motorized vehicles. 
Bucket brigades had the al most 
futile task of extinguishing 
fires by carrying buckets of 
water and using dynamite to pre
vent spread of the flames. 

In the early 1900s a Volun
teer Fire Company was organized, 
and a pull-type vehicle equipped 
with ladders and buckets, was 
used. (A picture of this vehicle 
will be found elsewhere. ) 

In 1922 the town officials 
organized a fire company to have 
charge of the new Chemical Fire 
Extinguisher which was ordered. 
Members of the company were: 
Isham Porter, chief; Arthur 
McCormick, assistant chief; 
S. J. Campbell and J. C. Parks, 
hosemeni James K. Woodruff, Lake 
Hannah and Charles Woolverton, 
ladder men. "These officials 
were authorized to call to their 
assistance such help as is 
needed in case of fire. 1I 

The following quote is from 
the Prairie Grove Herald of De
cember 12, 1922: "Of course this 
apparatus (the Chemical Fire
truck) is not of the largest 
pattern, but it will be a great 
help in fighting fires. It has a 
50-gallon tank, and will throw a 
stream 60 feet high, and carries 
100 feet of hose. It can be re
charged in a few minutes. The 
apparatus used at present is to 
be worked over and made more ef
ficient and easier to handle." 

The next fire-fighting equip
ment added to the system was 
described as a Il c he mi c a l ex
tinguisher of fires with two 35
gallon tanks mounted on a one
ton Ford chassis." It was sup
plied with "200 feet of hose and 
an ample supply of ladders, 
hooks, axes, bars, etc." 

As time passed, the Prairie 
Grave City Officials cooperated 
with the Fire Department in ex-

A.eriedn-LdFrdnee Fire Irut« used in Prsiri« 
srov» for d /i.e in the 1.93(1s. 

(.I. A. S.ilh Photo) 

pandi ng and purchasi ng more ef
ficient equipment. As this 
History is being compiled in 
1988, the Prairie Grove Fire 
Department is above average in 
personnel and equipment, sur
passing most towns of this size 
in the area. 

From its original location in 
the Prairie Grove Garage (where 
the Farmers Hardware Paint Store 
is now located), the Fire 
Department was moved to the old 
ci ty tool house which had been 
moved to the lot south of the 
City Water Office, for future 
storage of trucks. In 1952 a 
contract was let for building a 
new fire station and city build
ing by adding on to the south 
and west of the water office. 

About 1973 the Prairie Grove 
Fire Department proudly occupied 
its beautiful new facility on 
the East side of South Neal 
Street, its present location. 

Current officers of the 
Prairie Grove Fire Department 
are: Randall Rieff, Chief; Tommy 
Smith, Captain; Randy Tyree, 
Captain; David Stills, Secre
tary-Treasurer; and Harold Bot
toms, Inspection Officer, 

Present firemen are: Ken 
Arnan, Doug Bartholomew, Harold 
Bottoms, Tom Calvert, Mark Cook, 
Larry Crawley, J. L. Flynt, Tim 
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Franks, Gordon Hart, Dwayne Hig
genbotham, Roger Hulse, Bobby 
King, Loyd Luginbuel, Stacy 
Lugi nbuel, Murphy Pair, Randall 
Rieff, Torn Smith, Torn Tom Smith, 
Jamin Snarr, David Stills, John 
Teekell, Randy Tyree and Roger 
West. 

A partial list of those who 
have served as Prairie Grove 
Fire Chief includes: Isham 
Porter, Arthur McCormick, Jimmie 
Smith, Billy Harp, Joe Parks, 
James Fidler, Bobby Rice, Lee 
Couch and Randall Rieff, present 
chief. 

F1J" stst io» snd Fi" Trucks 

Current apparatus in use by 
the Prairie Grove Fire Depart
ment includes the following: 

Engine 31: 1952 Pumper/ 
Tanker, 1500 gpm, 3000 water 
tank; 

Engine 35: 1980 Brush Pumper, 
300 gal. water tank; 

Engine 36: 1969 Pumper, 500 
gpm, 500 gal. tank; 

Engine 39: 1971 Pumper, 500 
gpm, 500 gal. tank; 

Engine 38: 1973 Rescue/ 
Pumper, 500 gpm, 500 gal. tank, 
rescue equipmentj 

T-1: 1977 Tanker, 550 gpm, 
5600 gal. tank; 

T-2: 1979 Tanker, 6300 gal. 
tank. 

The ISO Fire Rating changes 
for the City of Prairie Grove 
were: from 8th to 7th in 1973; 
and from 7th to 6th in 1950. 
These ratings affect rates 
charged for fire insurance. 

Prairie Grove Rural Fire 
Association, Inc. was incorpor-I 

ated in 1969 on petition of 
Lloyd Rouse, Everett Hart, Wayne 
Hl:I.ll, Lavonne Hall, Glenn Curt
singer, Earl Cates, Bob Ray, 
Chester McKee, Bucky Morris, 
Dean Ramsey, Ell is Thurman and 
C. L. Ake. 

****** 

Old Photo sho.ing rest dent is l street 
(11, L, 4fes t f'h(!t~-',I 

****** 
RURAL FIRE ASSOCIAilON 

The Rural Fire Association 
made memberships available to 
rural residents in its territory 
and money received from these 
dues was used to purchase a 
specially equipped rural truck. 
The truck was to be housed in 
the Prairie Grove Fire Station 
and manned by Prairie Grove 
Firemen, 

Board Members of the Rural 
Fire Association are: Everett
 
Hart, presidentj Dan Castor,
 
Philip Clement, Bucky Morse, 
Dale Quinton, Earl Rieff and 
A. C. Williams. Currently the 
Rural Association has a member
ship of 1300 plus. 

Si nce August, 1955 t.he Farm
ington Fire Department has been 
working in conjunction with the 
Prairie Grove Rural Fire Associ
ation and the Prairie Grove Fire 
Department to prOVide improved 
fire protection to the rural 
area surrounding the two cities. 
In 1985, the Rural Fire Associa
tion placed a pumper, and in 
1987 a 5600 gallon tractor/ 
trailer tanker in the Farmington 
Fire Station. These units are 
manned by Farmington Firemen and 
respond to rural fires in the 
area. This arrangement has 
resulted in improved response 
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times and greater manpower 
resources at the fire-scene. All 
calls now directed to either the 
Farmington or Prairie Grove Fire 
Departments wi 11 be answered 
simultaneously by both depart
ments. This results in automatic 
mutual aid for both cities, in 
addition to the rural areas. 

The Prairie Grove Fire De
partment provides heavy extrica
tion services for the Western 
part of Washington County. This 
includes the following areas: 
Prairie Grove, Farmington, Lin
coln, Hog Eye, Cove Creek, 

Strickler, Morrow, Evansville, 
Summers and all the areas SUr

rounding these communities. 
The Prairie Grove Fire Sta

tion is the location of the 
Paramedic Ambulance for the 
Western part of Washington 
County. In August, 1987, Central 
Emergency Medical Service placed 
an ambulance in the Prairie 
Grove Fire Station to support 
the City of Prairie Grove's re
quest for paramedic-level care. 
This area is now provided with 
24-hour-a-day paramedic ambu
lance care. 

Law Enforcement 
1 

La. Officers: Lefl to I'ight--ehief Lee 

Terry. RoberI Stbson III llirkilnsils stst» 
rai icess»), Greg t ovett, 4la.vne Dearman, TomllY 

PRAIRIE GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Many changes have been made 
in law enforcement in Prairie 
Grove duri ng the past century. 
When the town was incorporated 
in 1888 there were few laws to 
enforce and constables or mar
shals kept the peace. 

In the '208, '308 and '405, 
merchants contributed to a fund 
to pay a night-watchman whose 
chief duty was to protect local 
busi nesses and keep the peace. 
Names of those who served in 
that capacity are incomplete, 
but the following were among 
those who served as nig~t 

Smith, Gary Ricker, OaYld Stills. TIm Franks, 
Randall Rie" and lIark coos, 

(Police Depl, Ph"to) 

watchmen and law enforcement 
officers: Isham Porter, Gene 
Denton, Al Napier, Harris Aber
crombie, Jim Cavett, Bert Rus
sell, Luther Jones, Elmer 
Remington, Tom Ash, Dick Maxey, 
Dean Remington, Claud Ferguson, 
J. C. Duckett, Eldon Davis, Jess 
Shader, Finis Smith, Jack Neal 
and Lee Terry. 

Terry says that when he began 
work in the Police Department in 
1970 there was only one police 
car and one police radio. The 
radio was located in the mar
shal's home. Finis Smith was 
marshal and he had Jack Neal, 
J. B. Traylor, Bill Estep, Bill 
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City Iid.inistralion Building 
(0. Wis~11 PMto) 

Yancey. Steve Hamilton and Ruben 
Strong working as deputies. 

At that time the job of mar
shal required no training and 
they were appointed by the 
mayor. When Finis Smith retired, 
Jack Neal became marshal and Lee 
Terry was deputy marshal. 

Neal and Terry took training 
to meet requirements to become 
policemen instead of marshals. 
They trained through the Arkan
sas Law Enforcement Training 
Academy, the FBI, the Fayette
ville Police Department, and the 

****** 
Families
 

JUDGE H, P, GREENE
 

The Articles of Incorpora

tion for the Town of Prairie 
Grove, Arkansas , were signed 
July 25, 1888, by H. P. Greene. 
County Judge of Washington 
County, Arkansas. 

H. P. Greene was born in 
White County, Tennessee, June 4, 
1828, the son of Wesley and 
Catherine Green. He was a direct 
descendant of Nathanial Greene 
of the Revolutionary War. 

His parents died when he was 
seven years old and he became a 
"bound boy" to Alfred Davidson. 
He grew up in Green County, Mis
souri, and became a teacher. 

In 1860 he was elected for 
Christian County, Missouri, to 
the Legislature for two terms. 
In 1861 he helped organize Com
pany F, 4th Regiment of Missouri 
Volunteers of the U.S. Army and 
served as Commander until cap-

University of Arkansas Depart
ment of Public Safety. 

When Neal moved from Prairie 
Crove, Terry b~oam~ City XarGhal 
and Guy Keene was deputy. The 
Pol ice Department then moved 
from the fire station into the 
remodeled former Magnolia Sta
tion on the corner of Buchanan 
and Neal. 

Dr. Emmett Davidson, Dr. R. 
D. Manning, mayor, and Terry be
gan worki ng wi th Owen Barnes of 
LEAA to obtain a grant to build 
a municipal court building. The 
police department building was 
remodeled to house the police 
department, municipal court room 
and offices. 

Bob Gladwin is municipal 
judge; Wanda Allen is municipal 
court clerk and Betty Johnson is 
assistant court clerk. 

The police department person
nel includes Lee W. Terry, chief 
of police; Wayne Dearman, Gary 
Ricker and Gregg Lovett, patrol
menj Dee Terry, clerk; and David 
Stills, Doug Bartholomew, Tim 
Franks and Mark Cook, auxiliary 
officers. 

tured two years after the war 
started, 

After the end of the war, 
Greene lived in Texas two years 
before moving to Cane Hill, then 
to Prairie Grove in 1885. He 
1 i ved in the old Torn Dyer home 
on West Bush, presently owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Frank. 

He was elected to the lower 
house of the legislature in 
1884, and two years later became 
County and Probate Judge of 
Washington County. 

H. P. Greene was a founding 
deacon of the Prairie Grove Bap
tist Church when the white frame 
church was bought in the country 
and moved to Prairie Grove. 

His first wife was Elizabeth 
Tillman of Christian County, 
Missouri. They had five 
children, three sons and two 
daughters, one of whom was Mat
tie Greene Hannah. Paul Hannah 
and John Hannah of Muskogee are 
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great grandsons of H. P. Greene. 
Later Judge Greene's first 

wife died and he married M. J. 
McGlothlin January 9, 1874. They 
had two daughters: Ott ie Greene 
Sharp Edmiston, and Caddie 
Greene Beaty. J. O. Beaty of 
Summers is a son of Caddie Beaty 
and provided the information in 
this article. 

Ottie Greene married J. P. 
Edmiston then J. S. Sharp. J. O. 
Beaty had one daughter, Iris J. 
Jones, who lives in Greenland. 
She has two children. The late 
Clyde Ross of Prairie Grove was 
a nephew of H. P. Greene's wife. 

H. P. Greene died in Prairie 
Grove and was buried at New 
Hope, southwest of town. 

STRICKLER FAMILY 

A. T. (Albert) Strickler 
moved from the communi ty of 
Strickler to Prairie Grove in 
1900. He married Mary Brewster 
and they had ten children, in
cluding W. G. and Jim Strickler. 

W. G. (Goob) Strickler was a 
barber and worked ina barber 
shop in Prairie Grove about 

Stritkler family--Slanding: lIark Rithardson 
and baby, Earl; Dolly Rithardson, Jim stricr
IeI', Emily St.ridler, Ben Stridler Ida 
str icrIer, lIallie strtcrt»» Valls 'Oscar 
Stritkler, Pate Holland, Rrlhur $Iririler Hoi
land and baby, Lula lIae, II, 6, str iciIer, 

1912. The shop was located where 
Eddie McClelland operates a 
barber shop at the present time. 

Jim Strickler married Emily 
McClelland of Zinnamon community 
in 1902. They were married at 
Prairie Grove and moved to a 
home on East Cleveland Street 
where they lived and raised five 
children. The house was sold in 
1973 and Loy Long recently built 
a new home on the lots. 

Jim owned and operated a 
blacksmith and wagon making shop 
on South Mock Street and began 
work there in 1900. His father, 
Albert Strickler, also worked in 
the shop. (Nations' Hardwood 
building is now on the ground 
where the shop was located.) In 
1930 the shop was sold to Jim 
Smith and Jim Strickler moved 
some of the blacksmith eqUipment 
to a small shop back of his home 
and operated there. Jim Strick
ler died in 1951 and Emily died 
in 1972. 

Children of the Jim 
Stricklers were: 

Lillian Strickler Gray, 
mother of two children; 

Grace Strickler married 

(6,_ 6eig~r Photo) 

6ertie Slritkler and baby, Ostar sur I (Psts); 
Seated: R, T, stritrt»r «it» 6race stria Ier 
6eiger on lap, lIary Bre~ster StrItkler ~ith 

Clarente Stridler on lap; Standing: Lillian 
strtater ~ray; on ground: Eva, Noah Richard
son, Rrville, Leon, Rlbert str iciler, 

193
 



Lil burn Geiger April 20, 1929. 
They lived in Fayetteville fif 
teen years then moved back to 
Prairie Grove. Lilburn died JUly 
20, 1958 and is buried in the 

Ii, T, str ickier, black5mitll at Sir ickier, 
Moved to Prairie .rove in 1900 and slatled 5110p 
on soutt: !foek street, (G, Geiger PII,'I,') 

lim Str ick Ier tot tovea !li5 fatMr '5 irede as 
biaets/lil.1I in SII"p on sout» !foek street, TMy 
elso but] I .agons, Said sllop 10 Jill Smi 111 in 
1929 or 'JO, Pielured on norse vtuct: M raced, 

(G, Geiger Pllolo) 

Prairie Grove Cemetery. They had 
four children: Jim Geiger of 
Houston, Texas, has two 

children; Joe Geiger of Augusta, 
Georgia; Roger Geiger of Denver, 
Colorado, has two adopted 
children; Mary Nell (Mrs. 
Kermit) McFarland lives in 
Louisiana, Missouri, and has 
four children and six grand
children. 

Ruth Strickler Benson, mother 
of one son; 

Carthel Strickler married 
Dymple Vanderpool, they had one 
son, John David; 

Hazel Hami I ton, mother of 
four children and grandmother of 
six. 

Mrs. Grace Geiger is the only 
one of the Strickler children 
still living. Her home is on 
North Summitt Street, Prairie 
Grove. 

BELLS, FA1HER AND SON, DiE 
Wl1HIN TEN HOURS OF EACH 01HER 

In April, 1914, Prairie Grove 
residents were shocked by the 
death of two of its prominent 
citizens, J, M. Bell and his 
son, Dr. Vincil B. Bell, who 
succumbed within ten hours of 
each other from the same 
disease, pneumonia. 

J. M. Bell was born in 
Calloway County, Missouri, 
August 8, 1832. He married Miss 
Juan Norfleet of Miller County, 
Missouri, August 12, 1858. To 
this union were born four 
children. J. M. Bell was a mem
ber of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, and served every 
office of the Sunday School and 
church except that of mi. nister. 
He was a gallant Confederate 
soldier and participated in the 
Battle of Prairie Grove. 

Dr. Vinci1 B. Bell was born 
in Vernon County, Missouri, 
October 5, 1880, the son of 
J, M. and Juan Norfleet Bell. He 
was converted and joined the 
Methodist Church while attending 
Polytechnic College in Fort 
'Worth, Texas, when he was only 
seventeen years of age. He mar
ried Eula Bates and they had 
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three children: Alvin, who 
married Emilie Cummings, and 
they had one daughter, Emilie; 
Eleanor, who married Leslie 
Nations, and they had two 
children, Nancy and Charles; and 
Vincil, who was born in Septem
ber after his father died in 
April, Vincil married Pauline 
Harrison, and they had two 
children, Larry and Juann. 

Dr, Bell had been in Chicago 
all winter attending the Chicago 
Veterinary College and had 
returned to his home in Prairie 
Grove on Saturday, April 4th, 
1914, Shortly after his arrival, 
his father, who was suffering 
from pneumonia, became worse and 
Dr. Bell assisted his wi fe and 
mother in caring for him until a 
nurse had to be called in. He 
died April 12, 1914, 

Dr, Bell, who had been feel
ing ill, became worse and 
succumbed to pneumonia at 4 a.m. 
Monday morning, just 10 hours 
after his father's death. Eula, 
the young wife of Dr. Bell also 
took pneumonia and lay critical
ly ill for some time. She was 
pregnant at the time and a son, 
Vincil B. Bell was born the 
following September 27th, 

A double funeral service was 
held from the Methodist Church 
on April 14 at 10:30 with the 
pastor, Rev, W. B. Wolf offici
ating The bodies were laid to 
rest in one grave in the Prairie 
Grove Cemetery. Masonic ri tes 
were conferred at the burial, 
and Confederate Veterans at
tended in a body, 

April 4, 1940, Mayor J. F. 
Holmes announced a WPA project 
for blacktopping ten or fifteen 
blocks of ci ty streets. Mock 
Street from Dodson Lumber Co. 
<present Jones Lumber Co.) to 
North City limits, Also Depot 
<Neal) Street from the school
house to two blocks South of Bu
chanan. and from the schoolhouse 
West to the city limits on Viney 
Grove Road. Work calls for curb
ing and gutterinR as well as 
blaCKtopping. 

John Wesley Ramsey, the third 
child of Richard Marion and Mary 
Elizabeth Ramsey, was born 
November 4, 1874 in Etowah 

Ifr. ind sr«, John lies RiNsey ind chi I dre», 
Je.eJ, PeirJ ind OpheJii. Tiken srouna 1.~(i8. 

(0. Rimsey Photo) 
County, Alabama. He moved with 
his family to Washington County, 
Arkansas at the age of twelve. 
They settled near Campbell 
School, northwest of West Fork, 
He married Ida Lee Stephens, the 
niece of Mr. and Mrs, B. H, 
Harrison, on August 28, 1902 and 
moved to the B. H. Harrison farm 
which he bought in 1904. 

They had six children: Laura 
Jewell, died at eight years of 
age; Ozelma Pearl/roo Oren McKee; 
Ruth Ophelia/m. Charlie Terpen
ing; Sylvia Marie/ro. Claude 
Hale; William Dean/m. Grace Mad
dox; and Wesley Lee/m. Lorraine 
Kinion. 

Ida Lee (Mrs. J. W.) Ramsey 
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died January 29, 1938. J. v . 
Ramsey died June 3, 1963. Both 
are buried in Illinois Chapel 
Cemetery. 

~esjey and Oean RaMsey 
1'0, Ramsey Ph,'t,,) 

DEAN RAMSEY FAMILY 

"i 11 i am Dean Ramsey, born 
December 4, 1911, and "i1ma 
Grace Maddox, born April 6, 
1914, were married April 29, 
1933, They had four sons: 

John "i11iam (Bill), born 
July 30, 1934; married Evelyn 
Elizabeth Vaught on March 24, 
1961. She was born June 12, 
1942, They have two daughters, 
Becky and Brenda, and make 
Prairie Grove their home, 

Bobby Lee, born July 3, 1936, 
married Anne Elizabeth Pitts 
January 20, 1957. She was born 
May 12, 1938. They have three 
children, Robin, Cary and DaVid, 
and live at South Lake, Texas, 

J ames Donald, born September 
28, 1940, married Betty Louise 
Lane on August 31, 1963. They 
had two sons, Wade and Jason, 
Donald and his present Wife, 
Marcia, live at Ervin, Texas. 

Smoke King's cigarettes for 
sale at the Drug Store. 

(Prairie Grove News, 8-22-1885) 

FRED HARRISON FAMILY 

Mr, and Mrs. Fred Harrison 
were married in Decatur and 
moved to Montana in 1915 where 
they farmed. They fi led papers 
to homestead land in 1917. 
However, they decided to return 
to Arkansas and moved back to 
Decatur in 1920, In 1922 or '23 
they moved to Prairie Grove and 
occupied the two-story house 
facing Buchanan Street and owned 
at that time by Frank Carl. They 
kept roomers and Mr, Harrison 
was a Raleigh salesman. 

The Harrisons were parents of 
two children, Vern and Pauline. 
Vern was born in 1910 and 
attended the University of 
Arkansas. He taught math in 
rural schools, and at Prairie 
Grove and Farmington. He and his 
wife, Louise, later lived in 
Corpus Christi. Texas, and were 
parents of four children. Vern 
died in 1967 and was buried 
there. 

Pauline graduated from 
Prairie Grove High School wi th 
the class of 1933. She worked 
for a time for Drs, Riggall, and 
married Vincil Bell in 1937. 
They moved to an apartment at 
Luginbuel Funeral Home, the 
former Frank Carl house, on Bu
chanan Street. Their first 
child, Larry, was born in 1941. 
They later moved to the Eula 
Bell house for a short time, 
then to a house on North Mock 
Street where Pauline lived while 
Vincil was in the Navy. They 
later moved back to the Lugin
buel apartment where they 1 i ved 
when their daughter, Juanne, was 
born. After the war they bought 
a home on North Summitt Street 
and moved in when Juanne was ten 
months old. 

Fred Harrison died May 31, 
1954, and Nona Harrison died 
June 14, 1946. Both were buried 
in the Prairie Grove Cemetery. 

Vinci1 worked at the Sterling 
Drug, beginning at the fountain 
when a high school freshman. He 
graduated in 1932. After working 
for a number of years with a 
licensed pharmacist, and taking 



a test, he received his 1 icense 
as a pharmacist and worked at 
the Sterling Drug for many 
years. After he and his son, 
Larry, opened Bell Pharmacy at 
Lincoln, Vincil worked until he 
was 65 when he sold to Larry. He 
continued to work two days per 
week until his death in 1987. 

Vincil was a member of the 
Masonic Lodge, the Methodist 
Church, Order of the Eastern 
Star, Scottish Rites and Lions 
Club. Pauline is a member of the 
Methodist Church, Ruth Circle, 
and Eastern Star, they have two 
children: Larry married Betty 
Beeks. They have two children, 
Tyler of Florida, and Laura, who 
will attend the University of 
Arkansas this fallj Juanne, mar
ried Jim Ford; they live in Fort 
Smith and have two daughters, 
Susan and Sarah. 

HISTORY OF OLD BEATY HOUSE 

By Kaxine Beaty Fortenberry 

My cousin, Marie Taylor 
Harris, grew up in the old house 
on the corner of Mock and Bush 
StreBts, as did Leon, Juanita 
and I. She lived there from 1905 
until 1925. She' was born in 
1902, and the Beaty family lived 
there from 1943 until we left 
home, 

In 1905 when Marie and her 

Lev and i i l I ie B~aty c~l~brating their 50th 
.~dding enniverssrv In 1943, L~ft 10 right: 
Aldah Taylor, Lev and Lill i~ Beaty, Hatt ie and 
A,,~ Woodruff. 

sisters and their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W.Taylor, moved into 
the house, it was a sma 11 one
story house. The original part 
is the north ell that extends 
back toward the Broyles'. Marie 
doesn't know how old the 
original part is. I have an ab
stract on the property. The land 

Vll'gi~ and Elber t B~aty. Photo mad~ In 1943 
In front of tM B~aty hom~ at Ih~ corner L1f noc« 
and Bush streets. 

(B~aty Photo) 

was bought f r om the government 
in 1855, and the next date is 
1880. That cou Id be the date of 
the first house--just specula
tion. 

Marie's father, J. W. Taylor, 
was a Prairie Grove merchant. He 
built the house as it is now, 
remodeling the old part and 
adding all the front part in the 
two-story addjtion. This was in 
1910. It originally had a porch 
on the east Wing which Elbert 
Beaty (my father) removed some 
time after he and mother bought 
the place in 1943. 

J. W. Taylor was a Prairie 
Grove merchant--part owner of 
the mercantile store formerly 
located where the Enterprise now 
is. It was sold to the Zellners 
who moved the stock to Buchanan 
Street and started the Southern 
Mercantile. 

My grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 
M. E. Beaty, lived across the 
street from the big house from 
the early '40s until their 
deaths. Our aunt, Aldo.h Tzry l or , 
lived with them for a time. 
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JIM CARNEY FAMILY 

By Phyllis Orr 

The (James) Jim Carney family 
had a son, John. No name avail
able for his first wife. 
Children were Ellis, Etta and 
Bi 11; he then marr ied Emma Mor
rison. Their children were: 

Joseph White (Joe), born No
vember 20, 1878; Lillie and 
Mollie. 

John then married Dora Davis. 
Their chi Ldre n were: Tom, Pearl, 
Reona, Beamon and Beatrice. 

Joe Carney married Maude Cate 
January 12, 1902. They cele
brated fifty years of marriage 
January 12, 1952. Their children 
were: 

RUBY, born December 14, 1906. 
Married Oliver McNair. Children: 

Cl~, married Fern McNair; 
~ died August 13, 1941, 

age 14. 
GRACE, born May 26, 1911 . 

Married Loyd Stone. Children: 
Rounie, married Deanna 

Mullinax. Children: Sandi mar
ried Jake Kimbrough; children 
Robin and Shelby; Terri. Ronnie 
is now married to Barbara 
Fincher and they live at Rogers. 

Donnie, married Carol Tun
nel. Children: Dawn, married 
Terri Reynolds. Children, An
gela, Emmie , Caitlin; David, 
married SheIla Richardson; Susan 
married Chris Glenn. 

EMMA BELL, born August 15, 
1918. Married Argil Bartholomew 
September 18, 1937. Celebrated 
their 50 years of marriage Se p-: 
tember 18, 1987. Children: 

Phy11is~ married Burl 
Orr. Chi Idren: Venessa Mae and 
Bartholomew Burl (Bart)j 

Billy Joe, married Willene 
Neal. Children: Cary Lee, 
married Kori Jackson. Children: 
Dustin Lee, Dara Lynn and Dallas 
Jackson; Steve Joe, married Mary 
French. Children: Colt Logan. 
Mi tche 11 Wade: 

Dwight Argil, married 
Carolyn Latta. Children: Nicole 
Maurea, Clinton Dwisht, and 
Courtnie Reann. 

Dwight is now married to 

Kelley Richardson and they 1 i ve 
at Fayetteville. 

ftfQrk reet loot inc sorSt , th 

;:~;:,;:~~:~:;, (V tnonpsor PnL'!c) 

MR. AND MRS. VIRGIL COUCH 

Virgil Couch was a skilled 
craftsman in many fields--he was 
a stone mason, a carpenter, a 
mechanic, and jack-of-all

4 " •• 
$) .!f '\ '" ~~f -+ 
'$(i~'~ 
c.~ . '&. ~ '", ·l.,itl II" '4. 

trades. His skill as a stone 
mason was used in the recon
struction at Battlefield Park. 
When the old Rhea Chimney was to 
become the Battle Monument at 
t he Park, Virgil was chosen for 
the job. He took the chimney 
down, one course of stone at a 
time, and carefully numbered and 
marked each stone, It was moved 
from Rhea and re-built in the 
Park to exact specifications. 

The old log buildings that 
make up Vi neyard Village at the 
Park were handled in the same 
manner--moved one log at a time 
and rebuilt at the Park, with 
Couch in charge. 

Virgil died May 3, 1982, and 
was buried in Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

Virgil and Mabel Couch lived 
on East Thurman for many years. 
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After his death, Mable moved to 
a home on Wallace Street near 
her son, Lee Couch and his wife, 
Mabel has served as supervisor 
of the Prairie Grove School 
Lunchroom for many years, She 
has one granddaughter, Cindy, 
who lives in Fayetteville, 

~ILSON FAMILY 

William Wilson, born 1807 in 
Georgia, came to Little Rock, 
Arkansas with his wife, Eliza J, 
B. McCulloh in 1834, After sev
eral years in Little Rock they 
came to Washington County via 
Van Buren. They e t.a yed in Fay
etteville for a few years before 

Rollans Ill/Son Ist.ndlng), born /8.92: Jec« 
6/ilson/ born !8~q5, (BI'e/flster Photo) 

moving to the farm between Viney 
Grove and Rheas Mill in tl1e 
1850s, 

They had 13 childrC'n. Some 
died in infancy and three boys 
died in the Civil War, Eliza J, 
B, and William, with three of 
the children, are buried on the 
farm, Albert, Eliza and Andrew, 
the last of the 13 children, ran 
the farm, 

In 1890 Andrew J, married 
Nancy Naomi CunninRham, Their 

four boys! Rollans, Jack, James 
and Caswell grew up on the farm. 
Three of the sons married and 
moved away. Rollans never mar
ried and took care of the old 
folks. Caswell married Geraldine 
Carter in 1929 and moved back to 
the farm in 1938 with their 
three daughters, Faye, Caretta 
and Sue. He built his own home 
on his shal-e of tile farm, After 
their mother, Nancy Naomi, died 
in 1952, the farm was managed by 
Rol]ans dnd Caswell. 

In 1983 Geraldine passed away 
and in 1985 Caswell married 
Rachel Barbour, Rollans, at 96 
yea.r~~, i'~ still living in tbe 
origirlal house, Jack passed aWdY 
in his Ca1iforrda home in 1985 
at 90 years of age, James ts, i r. 
a uu r ssi ng horne in Sa1ina, Kan
sa:s, at i3R year.s. Caswell still 
1 i ves on and manages the farm at 
<'30 years oi a8~· He now (: laims 
six grarldchildrell and five 
gl-eat-granlJchildren, 

RICHE, FA111L'i 

Henry Clyde Richey Has born 
at Braceville, Illinois, S~ptern

ber 30, 1.se,5, the Eon ut Henry 
Chapin Richey of Indidna, and 
Mary E'la z a be t L Tremain. 

As a young man, he was a 
barber in Sallisaw, Ukl,=:hcJlna, 
Lt rico I.n e nd Pra i rt e Grove wne r e 

he work8d in the Bon Ton Bar~)Er 

Shop, owned by Ben Wil~Jon in T,he 
early 190('15. An old r r a i r t e 
Grove newspaper tells clf the Bon 
Ton Barber Shop being among ~h~ 

bu i Ld i nv e Lost in the f Lr e at 
1906 w[~ich destroyed all build
ing::::; on t.he North f.:,id~? c<: 

Buchanan Street. 
Richey later taught a saw

mi 1.1, then a lumber yo r-d irl L'i n-'
coln which he operated until IllS 

sons, Glenn and Harry, took over 
in the mid '30~:;, Henry I<i,:hie 
died September 19, 1~6(). His 
wife, Vera Bisom Richey! died 
October 18, 19134. 

A daughter, Marybellc', mar
ried Crannel H. Miller and they 
have one son, Dr, C. H, Mill~' 

and three grandchildren, all c ; 

Fayetteville, 
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THE ENGLISH FAMILY were born to this union and all 
lived to be grown. 

By Kartha Blakemore 

The English family has lived 
in or near Prairie Grove since 
1868. John English and Elizabeth 

hM'S Graham EnglIsh and Della Florence Eng-
I tst: In /9/4. (F. BlakenIOr. Pboio) 

Graham were married in 1545 and 
spent the later part of their 
married life in a home at the 
East end of Park Street (. known 
as the Hilliard place). They had 
fourteen children, four of whom 
died as infants. 

Their youngest child, Lewis 
English, married Laura Bell 
Walker in 1885. Ten children 

III'. and III's. Graham EnglIsh and t iv» 
daughters: I.lla set ion», ROXI. lillIeI', Viol.1 
lIations, lIartha Blak.mM', and Joy Barlhoh1M'M. 

IF. BIak.n'M~ Photo) 

The youngest of these 

chi ldren was James Graham 
English. He and Della Florence 
Secrist were married July 1, 
1914. They lived at Strickler 
where he operated a saw mill 
until 1953 when they moved the 
saw mill to Prairie Grove. They 
were parents of five g i r l s , 
Zella (Nations), Roxie (Miller), 
Violet (Nations), Martha (Blake
more) I and Joy (Bartholomew) I 

all of whom live in or near 
Prairie Grove. There are ten 
grandchildren, sixteen great
grandchildren, and three great
great-grandchildren. 

ARTHUR L. CAMPBELL FAMILY 

w. C. Campbell and his wife, 
Plemely Josephine Richie Camp
bell, came from Tennessee in 
1870 and located at Alma, Arkan
sas. A few years later they 

L.ft to nght: Iexss Florids ~lfr.d, Or. 
srttwr L. Campb.ll and Etta Hall csisters 0; 
Or. CaMpb~1 J) (H. lIobley Ph"t,,) 

moved to Cedarville and reared a 
family of fifteen children, one 
of whom was Arthur L. Campbell, 
who was born March 27, 1887. 

Arthur moved from Alma to 
Strickler to work in his Uncle 
John Neal's store. (John was the 
father of S. H. Neal.) In 1900 
Arthur Campbell married Princess 
Deborah Neal. They had four 
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children, all born at Strickler, 
except Lill ian, 

They moved to Prairie Grove 
in 1912 and operated the old Red 
Front Grocery Store and Wagon 
Yard on South Mock Street, They 

i8.QO, A, L, CampPicniC at Bug Scuffle In 
bell, second from left IH, If,'bley Photo) 

later operated Campbell Grocery 
and Market on the North side of 
Buchanan, 

Four children were born to 
the Campbells: 

Hester rnar-r t ed Roe Mobley. 
They had four children; John 
Paul Mobley (deceased), Mary Ann 
Bowling of Rogers, Faye Mobley 
(deceased); and Arthur Scott 
Mobley of Maryland; 

Lois married Marvin Moore, 
They live on a farm west of 
Prairie Grovej 

John IIlB.rried Betty Brewer, 
and they lived on the corner of 
Kate Smi t.h and Bush Street, 
Prairie Grove, Betty died in 
1982 and John died in 1986; 

Lillian married Roy McKenzie, 
They had three children, Sue 
McKenzie of Little Rock, Coleen 
Knowles (deceased) 1 and Jean 
Parker of Connecticut; 

Carthel married Goldie Tyree, 
and they had one son, Bill 
Camp be 11, who 1 i yes west of 
Prairie Grove. 

A, L, Campbell married Allie 
Jones in the mid-forties, and 
they had one son, Allen, who is 
married and lives in California. 
Mrs, Allie Campbell presently 
lives cn East Buchanan Street in 
Prairie Grove. 

A, L. Campbell began work as 

a veterinarian in 1928 and prac
ticed over 40 years, Arthur and 
John went to Little Rock in 1938 
for an examination which made 
them licensed veterinarians. 

Arthur Campbell and his son, 
Carthel, both died in 1961 and 
were buried at Prairie Grove 
Cemetery, 

THE JONES CONNECTION 

Lewis Leroy Jones, 1893-1975 
(better known as IIL,L.'· or Lee), 
was a businessman involved in 
various enterprises in and 
arou nd Prairie Grove for most of 
his adult life, 

In 1930, after several years 
of store operation and saw mill
ing in the Strickler-Devils Den 
area, Lee moved with his wife, 
Bf na , and four children to 
Prairie Grove--which became the 
Jones hometown from there on. 

.I o ne-s ' first business venture 
here was a pa r-t ne r ssh t p wi t h Ar
thur Campbell in the Ideal Gro
cery, locate.d at 124 South Mock 
Street. The si~e had once been a 
wagon yard, with many of the 
bUildi.ngs and pens still i n t.ec t 
and usable. Also, a commercial 
(drive-on) -soe l e was located on 
the premises. These facilities 
were to figure prominently in 
the Jones livestock b\Jsiness, 
which soon started as a sideline 
a nd grew to be a major- Lt vc a tov x 
dealership in W0~t Washin3~on 

(,Quntv. 

In 1936 the partnership was 

(/IHdent.IlJec', L, L, h,I;i!~, LL'f'@n@ JL'J']@$ ~nd 
Paul Sharf) ,.r-,n25 r''1~~t~, 
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dissolved and the food store re~ 

o r c-e n t z e d as L. L. Jones Gru
rpry. Tames A. (jim> Smith nao 
been acTive in the first opera
tion for a short time before 
moving across the stre~t to 
start A successful automotive 
busi n e-s s.. known f or many ye,:'l.r-=.: 
as Smith's G~rage. 

The store c o n t t nue d as L. L. 
Jones Grocery through the Great 
Depression and into ~orld ~ar II 
when i"t: wa-=: sold to Ernest. Ba u g h 
in 1942. P~sicn11y a family 
enterprise, the storekeeping 
~c~ivities 3ndior related chores 
we~e shared in turn by the four 
Jones kids: H. D. (Dan) j Lorene) 
Pau I (later to b-e manager of 
Jones Lu~ber Company), and Leroy 
(Lee) Long-te~m employee:s and 
associates included Paul S~arp, 

now of Stilwell j OklahoIIld, and 
the late John J. Fidler. 

Much, if not most of the bus
i ness was done on c r-e d t t; and 
during the depression years many 
customers found themselves in 
circumstances in which they 
sJmply could not pay. Manv moved 
to other p3rts of the country 
seeking work--leaving unpaid 
bills. Later, long after Lee's 
retirement, hp. was gratified 
(but 1 ikel y not too surprised) 
when former customers would seek 
him out to settle accounts in
curred 20 to 30 ye3.rs earl ier 
(thus supporting his oft 
repeated oboe r-v a-c t on that II most 
people do the best they know 
how") . 

Although maintaining an 
office in the store building, 
Janes' personal time became ded
icated almost exclusively to his 
livestock business. He served as 
both buyer and supplier to 
farmers and ranchers over a wide 
area and frequented livestock 
markets from Fort Smith to Jop
lin and Springfield. Before the 
railroad was removed from Prair
ie Grove in 1942, he used it for 
shi pments to more di sta:nt 
markets. 

The stock pens and public 
scales were wi tness to a wide
ranging procession of four
feloted occupants: horses, mules, 

c at t Le , sheep. hogs; even a. wi Id 
;:'08 r ( 1 n·llP 1 in) from be l o w the 
border wa ss o n d t e.p t e v for- a 

time 
One o pe r a t Lon wh ic l: .t or-e ss al 

ways rec~lled with mixed emo
t aorrs. wa-s the part he played in 
the now infamous liveSTock 
"purge" of ~he 1930s. Prices be
c-a-ne SLJ cte pr-e e e ed that farmers 

literally no market tor 

Jdl!' FIdler, Paul Shal'/-'" , l oren« Jones 
I Jone:; Phot'J,1 

their l:vest.uch. (Cl. cow, hog or 
sheep would sell for SCarcely 
enough to pay for transporting 
i ~ to market). So the federal 
planners deCided to create a 
quasi-market, to buy and destroy 
enough farm animals to relieve 
the glut. Lee agreed to serve as 
a buyer for a local phose of the 
provr e rn. and a c tu a Ll y saw many 
truckloads of hogs and cattle 
killed and buried. While this 
may have been a successful way 
To all-=viate the economic prcb
I e n-s-. it WoS certainly not a 
plo~~ant pxp~rienc~. as he re
called. 

The ruhli~ ~~a1es operated on 
+h~ store-stockyard premises 
were the only su~h facilities in 
the area at that time. For a 10~ 

ticket, one could nbtain the 
"official" weight of anything 
from a pig t.o an elephant. For 
m~ny years the local canning 
factor"y had no scales of its 
own; and all its t.oma t oe e , be rv
r t e s , etc., were weighed at the 
Jones complex. Probably the 
toughest test for these scales, 
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and their various attendants, 
occurred during the re-routing 
and paving of highway 62 through 
Prairie Grove. For some now
obscure reason, each truckload 
of gravel used on the project 
had to be weighed and they came 
through the Jones scales at a 
furious pace. Paul Sharp recalls 
how the drivers were so hurried 
to keep their loads moving that 
speed barriers had to be erected 
to avoid damage to the scales. 

After selling the complex in 
1942 1 Jones continued his live
stock activities on a diminish
ing scale and by 1965 had re
tired from business completely. 
Over the years he had owned 
several stock farms in the area, 
never keeping any of them for 
more than a few years at a time. 
His other business interests in
cluded a stint as part-owner of 
the Prai rie Grove Canni ng Com
pany in the 1950s. 

Along with his business ac
tivities, Jones found time to 
serve several terms on the city 
counci 1, and was a charter mem
ber of the Prairie Grove Lion's 
Club. He was instrumental in 
organizing and directing the 
Prairie Grove Singing Convention 
held annually in Mock Park in 
the 1930s. 

In 1955 Lee joined his 
daughter and three sons to form 
what has since been known as the 
Jones Lumber and Supply Company 
on South Mock Street. Though 
never active in the management 
of Jones Lumber, he served as 
chairma.n of its board of direc
tors until shortly before his 
death in 1975. 

DORMAN FAMILY 

Mark Warren Dorman, born 
April 28, 1835, died March 28, 
1908. He married Matilda Pogson 
Dorman, born May 20, 1836, died 
September 15, 1883. They were 
parents of nine chi 1 dren: Fred 
A. Dorman, Ernest H. Dorman, 
Herbert W. Dorman, Cuthbert Dor
man, Christopher Dorman, Ronald 
Dorman, John Dorman, Victoria 
and Gertrude Dorman. 

All children except John, 
Victoria, and Gertrude, were 
born in Manton, Rutlandshire, 
England. About 1868 the family 
moved to Arkansas and located on 
the White River, southeast of 
Fayetteville. For a short time 

Fron! sc«: Fred II, Oorman (son), !'Iirk lIirren 
OO"lin ctetner), Ernest H, Oorman (son); Back 
Ro.: Herbut lIirren Oorman (son), John Oorman 
(son), Cuthbut Oorman (son).([. Oavidson Photo) 

they operated a bakery shop in 
Fayetteville, and later moved to 
Mountain Gap. Ronald died in in
fancy; Victoria and Gertrude, 
believed to be twins, died in 
infancy and were probably buried 
on the old Dorman homestead near 
Mountain Gap. 

Ernest Henry Dorman, born 
April 17, 1859, died May 4, 
1938. Married Dora Antonio Cohea 
December 28, 1884. They were 
parents of six children: Manard 
Anthony Dorman, Ruby Dorman 
(Hudson), Mettie Jewel Dorman 
(Cook) , Opal Dorman (Morton) , 
Mary (died in infancy), Beryl 
Herman Dorman. After the death 
of his first wife, E. H. Dorman 
married Jeannettie C. Manly; 
they had no children. 

Manard A. Dorman, born May 2, 
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1866, Married Rosalie Euge on 
June 23, 1910. They had three 
daughters: Eugenia Dorman David
son of Prairie Grove, Matilla 
Dorman Cunningham of Rogers, and 
Joyce Dorman Cunningham of 
Bethel Grove; and five grand

lIaYl1ud Rnlh,'ny O"""al1 t sbout 19001 
,E, OavldsolJ Phl1tO) 

Ernest [!L~rllian at vor« in Sh!.1p 
! f O~vliJ5C:"'J rtic!» I 
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children. 
The M, A. Do r me nes lived on a 

farm in the Bethel Grove Com

munity. They were active members 
of the Prairie Grove Methodist 
Church The church history tells 
of Mr. Dorman hauling wagonloads 
of br i ck f rom the Terpeni ng 
Brick Kiln in the Illinois 
Chapel community tor use In 
bu i Ld i ng the church, They were 
both active in the church ,:kloir, 
Sunday school teachers, me mbe r c. 
of the various boards e n d .r orn
rnittees. 

Manard Dorm,j.n served a s 
e.ec r-e r.a r v of the Ea r me rs Mutual 
l nsur a nc e Company tor many 
y e e r--s , and was e.u cv-e ede d by hi..::
daughter, Joy'=e Cunllingham. 

Ha na r-d ma r-r i o d Anna Hoover 
Ho l rnes in January 1(~_'!36 and t he y 
made their home in Pra t r t e r-r ove 
un t tI h Ls death November 6. 
1974. 

CUMMINGS FAMILY HISTORY 

By Emilie Cummings Bell 

Newton Benton and Lucy MCl~ill 

Cummings moved to wesley, AN 
(Madison County> about 1~4U trom 
Bedford County, Tennessee, [hey 

came by wagon wi th two o t.he- r 
families--Martin Shofnew and 10m 
Terry, whose wives were sisters 
of Lucy McGi 11. 

In wesley, Newton bought 
several stores and he started a 
store. They were act i ve in the 
growth of Madison County. 

In 1843 Kibble Carr was born. 
In 1860 he enlisted in the army 
of the Confederacy. He fought in 
several battles and in the 
Battle of Helena, AR, he Lce.t. a n 
arm. He returned to wesley after 
the War and bought the store 
from his father, Newton. He was 
successful in the business and 
invested in iarm land in several 
areas. 

In 1880 Newton, Lucy McGill 
Cummings with son, Kibble Carr 
and his wife, Emma Vale and 
their twa sons, Hugh Douglas and 
Ernest Hayden, moved to Prairie 
Grove. 

The land in Prairie Grove 



Valley was fertile, so Newton 
and Kibble bought farms in 
several areas--Prairie Grove~ 

Fayetteville, Rheas Mill, Stone
wall, Lincoln, Illinois Chapel, 
and Cove Creek. 

One farm they bought was on 
what is now Battlefield Road. 
Kibble bought an additional 160 
acres where his SOD, Douglas, 
later built a home for his 
bride. A granddaughter, Emilie 
Cummings Bell still lives in the 
family home. 

Ernest Hiiyden Cummings, born in 1872 iit 
Vesley, ArI. (Bell Photo) 

Kibble sold 10 acres of land 
from the farm to Sons of the 
Confederacy (later the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy). 
This was the beginning of 
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. 
All through the years people 
have come to the Cummi nga farm 
and found pieces of bullets and 
other firearms from the Battle 
of Prairie Grove because part of 
the battle was fought on the 
Cummt nge farm. 

Ki bble was interested and 
active in politiCS of W~sbington 

county. He was County Treasurer 

Kibble Ciirr Cummings, liither of DouglaS Cum

mings. (Bell Photo) 

1890-1892 and served in other 
places in county government. 

In 1894 Douglas began his 
studies at what is now the 
University of Arkansas. 

In early 1890 there was a 
Post Office, Aday, in a small 
building joining the Cummings 
farm. 

Douglas was a lover of the 
land, just as his father was and 
he continued with the farms 
after his grandfather, Newton 
Benton Cummings and Lucy McGill 
Cummings, died in 1892. uoug i as 
was active in the Presbyterian 
Church and served as an Elder. 
He was a writer, especially 
poetry and several poems were 
pUblished. 

Douglas loved horses and was 
a fine horseback rider. He was a 
familiar figure, riding a fine 
horse to town and to the farms. 
He was known for his sense of 
humor and as a teller of amusing 
stories. 

In 1903, A. L. Maupin and 
family moved to Prairie Grove 
from Harrisburg, VA. They lived 
in a large home on the Viney 
Grove Road, known as "The Oaks, II 

(In recent years purchased by 
the Robert Whit10cks and 
restored.) One daughter of this 
family, Mary Rebecca (Bsss) 
Maupin and Douglas CUlmDings were 
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married in 1909. 
They moved into the home just 

built by Dougl~s Cummings on the 
Battlefield Road in 1909. Bess 
helped to organize the Presby
terian Church in Prairie Grove, 
along with her mother, Emma 
Campbell Maupin, and aunts, Mary 
Campbell, Roberta Magruder, and 
others. Bess played the piano 
for Sunday School and church and 

Hugh Douglas Cummings, born 1875,	 Wesley; HR, 
(Bell Pboto) 

Mary Elizabeth Richardson; two 
grandsons, John and Edward. 

Emilie, Prairie Grove: 
Harried Alvin Bell; taught 
school 25 yearsi one daughter, 

I'fary Rt?becccr (Bess) nsupm, about 1.90{],
 
IBel I Pboto I
 

was active in church activities. 
Visiting preachers were always 
welcome guests in her home. She 
was never too busy to help 
others and listen to others' 
troubles. She was a volunteer 
with Home Demonstration Agents 
in teaching homemaking. 

Their five children were born 
in the family home. Children of 
Hugh Douglas Cummings and Bess 
Maupin Cummings: 

Judge Maupin Cummings, Fay
etteville: Circuit Judge for 35 
years, Served in the State 
Legislature I Maj or General in 
the Army. Married Louise Kayser. 
Children, Steve, Dr. Douglas 
Cummings, Gordon Cummings, 
lawyer. He has five grand
children. 

If/'S, H, 0, Cum_lOgs and son, !1alJpil7, fIIade inLucy, Monroe, LA: married Dr. 
w. H. Websteri one daughter, mo.	 (,1<'1 Webb Library Photo) 
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Emilie Elizabeth Giles; one 
granddaughter Sara Elizabeth 
Giles; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Giles 
and Sara live in Fayetteville. 

Mary. Rogers, AR: married Cy 
Jongeward. Served 23 years in 
the service. 

Roberta, Mrs. Robert Tucker, 

LlL'iJgias (;,'WIU ";JS isrn L» l;~'J1!f. oui i t l,r'!
 

i9()9, en Battlefield RQad, Ned'; octuc t ed by EfII

1 j H~ CU/I!9!1 ngs Be j I, (Bel! Pho(o)
 

Rogers, AR: Five children, nine 
grandchildren; Nancy (Mrs. 
Richard) Jennings, two sons, 
Nick and Richard; Emilie (Mrs. 
R, R,) Varnell, Ft, Worth, TX, 
children, Suzanne, R. D" Char
ley; Bobby Tucker, Persian Gulf, 
overseas engineer; children, 
Robert, Sara, Mary Elizabeth; 
Lucy (Mrs. Brett) Smith, Little 
Rock, ARj son, Justin; Susan 
(Mrs. Duke) Chappin,; Houston, 
TX, 

All chi ldren and grandchild
ren are college graduates, 
several from the Uni versi ty of 
Arkansas, 

F8ED CARLI SLE 

Fred Carlisle moved to Prair
ie l}rove from F~rmington in 
1919, to opprate the Washington 
Coun-ty Mi 11 ing Company. His son, 
C.3.rl Carlisle. remembers that 
the mi 11 wa.s powered by a big 
Fairb~nks-Morse diesel engine, 
whereas the "old rni Ll " (the 
M~Cormick Millon the East) was 
powered by a steam engine. lIThe 

H"me of I'll', and ttrs, Fred Carlisle In 191.9, 
Last bouse on East I1cC"rbiiCl Street, 

(C, Carlisle Ph"t,,) 
diesel engine back then was high 
tech compared to steam power," 
Ca r- I said. 

After worki np-, for the Wash
ington Co un t.y Mill for four or 
five year-s., Carlisle went to 
Fayetteville to work in a mill. 

In 1928 he returned to Prair
ie Grove and opened a flour, 
fRed and sPRd store in the 
bUilding presentlY occupied by 
Valley Dr-u g . 

He workpd for the SCllthern 
Mer~antilp Grocerv Department 
u n t.Ll it ':-losed, t.he n he went to 
Fayetteville and operaterl a gro
cery for Carl Gray. 

Carlisle later retlJrned to 
Prai rie (Trove a n d operated t.he 
Ser:ond Hand Furniture f1ep.:lrt-rnent 
of the SOllthprn Mercantile in 
the building north Gf the 
En t e r pr i s e o f f tc e 

Pr-eo Carl isle's hobby was 
keepi ng records of the weather 
r::ondition::; t r- the Prairie Grove 
a r ea . and he f u r-n i e.h e d a weekly 
col u mn of weat.her records for 
+;he Prs i r i e Grove Fn t e r pr i eve 
during the years it was owned by 
t he '\IT i swe 11 s. 

May 10, 1951: Indians re
tracing the uTroi 1 of Tears" 
~,t Clpped in Pra i r t e Grove, whi 1 e 
on the l200-mile retracing trip 
to mark the 113th anniversary of 
the forced removal by American 
troops of all but a remnant of 
the once powerfu 1 Cherokee Na
tion to strange lands in th~ 

West, M~YQr Franl'i Riggall 
greeted the delegation. 



THE 2" H, (DODD! NEAL FAMILY 

By Carolyn Carney 

S, H, (Dood) Neal was born 
September 11, 1895 at Cedar
ville, the son of John and Naomi 
Crowell Neal. He p;rew up in the 

S, H. IOLJodi Neal. .Phot o tske» in /~l8, } 
(Carn!!)! PI-",(O ! 

Str-ickier area where his parent~ 

fa.rmed and operated a general 
',:;ture. J o h n Neal W3.:=, also d 

Presbyterian preacher. 
On September 21, 191\), [load 

Neal and Emma Elizabeth (Betti'?) 
Quinton were ma r r i ed at Strick
.1 e r . Beet t e was the daug.rJ.ter of 
James and. Enuna Pierson Quint.on 
who also lived in the Strickler 
i:2.re~":l. • 

Dood artd Bettie Ll v e d at 
Strickler where he farmed and 
operated a general store. Their 
daughter, Margar- e t t , was born 
there. The family moved to 
Pr a i rre Grllve in 1917 and after 
a e.h o r t. time moved back to the 
farm at Strickler where they 
lived until about 1924 when they 
returned to Prairie Grove to 
make their home, A son, Hugh, 
Was born in Prairie Grove. 

Margarett Neal married Howard 
Carney ,son of Claud and Lenora 
Hannah Carney on Apri 1 18, 1945. 
They have two daughters, Caro
lyn, a teacher in the Prairie 
Grove School; and Janette (Mrs. 
Jimmy) Hall, also with the local 
school system; three grand

stri ctter Store/ r9,~)O, Oper~teu by Jotin F, 
Neal, tettie» ot S, H, sDude' Neal 

(H. ncbl ev Pboto' 

;.:.hildren! Eliza-betll PalE;l-'; 

CBet'=-oYJ Hall, Aimee Ntche t e 
Hall, a nd Neal Thomas C:1rney 
Hall. All rnelllber~. 01 r h-; f::l.lnily 
are re:~idents at Prairie Grov0. 

When DoDd and Het,ty Nedl 
moved to Pr e i r t e- Grove h12 WdS 

emp Lo y e d by '-" millin8 r:CJTI:tJany. 
Later be began vier I,: lor th~ 

Soutller-n Mel":dntiJ~ CUlupany 
where be wac::. e rap l ov e c r ;»: LIver 
twenty ye.x rs, . 

On Se~ternber 18, thl-? 
Neal fami ly ope-ne-d N>::'3.l' ':c-' Dry 
Good,:::, and [load Ne a ' \-J3, ::. 

in the o pe r o t to » of tile st8re 
until b ia death April :2l,:) • 

s, H, Neal vi tt: unidentified {'a55engel'. 

Picture isi en t n {ron! ot Mebb otti ce, vnere 
Sugar Tree 1S now located, i Csrnev Fhot!J I 

Ht e wife, Betti9, died December 
29, 1968, 

Hugh Neal a nd Na r ge r-e t t. 
Carnl::!y continued operation 01 
the store until Hugh's death, 
June 27, 1988. As thi:::. history 
is being compiled, Howe r ,1 and 
Margarett Carney are operating 
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Neal's Dry Goods. 
DODd Neal was a member of the 

First Ch r i sst.t a n Church where he 
served as a deacon for many 
years) and was a member of the 
Prairie Grove Masonic Lodge. 

'ADDI, FAMILY 

By Kettron Faddis 

The Faddis family originally 
came to the Uni ted States from 
Scotland and settled in Pennsyl
varna, then west to Virginia and 
Kentucky. Two of my great-grand
fatherls brothers were in the 
Ctvi 1 War 

My great-gcandf3.ther, Frank~ 

lLn Pierce Faddis, came from 

C"Jr:,~ C3::,,;I15, .I:'54-)'?4:]
 
,.'~/ 6 ... r -91'ow d.fathel' ct iet!"~1!: Fedd:«!
 

Kentucky to Madison (~ounty as a 
t.e e ne g e boy I wi th an 01 der 
brother. 1'hey settled at the 
head of Kings River near Boston. 
There were five chi Idren by his 
first wife. He married again 
after her death and fathered 
three more children. My grand
father, Henry Fa.ddis, was the 
oldest chi Ld . My f a t h e r , Isham 
Eadd t s, • was the oldest son of 
Henry Faddis. There were six 
boys and two girls in the 
family. One girl, older than 
Isham, died when she was small. 
The others lived to be 5rown, 
Only one is still living. 

Photo take" in ,'hat IS "". Buffalo State 
Pari In 1.913. Left to right: LadUey Ht ci ns», 
Ish." FaddIs and Ch'I'Iey /""'5, (A. FaddiS Photo) 

My father, Isham Faddis, wa s 
born in Madison County in 1892. 
The family later moved to Newton 
County. They wen:'~ small r a r me rs. 
moe t Lv working in timber, 
logging and saw mills. 

My grandfather, Henry Faddis, 
was killed in a llunting accident 
in 1909. My grandmother, Sarah 
Faddis) never remarried, She had 
a 160-acre farm and th2 boys 
worked in the timber and helped 
support the family. 

Isham Faddis married Jeanie 
Jones, Jan....i a r y 14, 1914. My 
mother's father and step-mother 
died about t.h i e time, leaving 
four of her younger half
brothers and sisters. Mother and 
dad and an older brother of roy 
mother's raised three of these 
children, and an aunt raised the 
other one. 

We moved from what is now the 
Buffalo River National Park, to 
Farmington with a team in Febru
ary, 1922. The weather turned 
very cold and the creeks froze 
over. Ve were three days on the 
road. We lived on Goose GreeK, 
made a crop, then moved a bout 
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3/4 mile south of Farmington on 
170 acres. We stayed there 'til 
the fall of 1923 when we rented 

a small farm from Mr, and Mrs. 
Claude Couch just south of Farm-

Isham. Jennie sna seit ro» faddls, rnoto 
teken ebout Ijl/i. a, Fadd! s Photo! 

ington and east of Old Appleby 
Swi t.c h . 

We made a trip back to Newton 
County in the fall of 1922, sold 

Ket iron FaddiS standing in front of ol d Jog 
house on fanl In .hat is no. BuffaJ,' River 
,'Iale Psri, ebout Ij18. (K. Faddis Photo) 

some cattle we had there and led 
one mi lk cow behind the wagon 
back to Farmington. It took 
three days to make the trip and 
the cow had very sore feet! 

I went to my first school a t 
Highland, west of Farmington, 
then attended school at Cemetery 
Hill about halfway between Farm
ington and Walnut Grove. This 
school was later consolidated 
with Walnut Grove. I had two 
years high school at W31nut 
Grove. The high school Was then 
consolidated with Prairie lJrO'"e 
and I finished there, graduating 
in 1932. 

We moved to Prairie Grave, 
renting Dr. Mock's farm 1-1/2 
miles south of town in 19::;'2. I 
ma..rried Lorena De v i d in Febru-
ary, 1938 and we lived with my 
dad and mother u n t JI 19:"j9. 'we 
then rented a farm from Roe Mob
ley (now owned by Jim and Le L'
ford Ri e f f v • west of the Mock 
farm, My parents continued to 
live on the Mock farm until 1943 
when they bought a smal I place 
we'5t of Center Point. 

My wi t e and I 1 i vc-d on the 
Mobley t e r m until till? fall at 
'40, when we rented the Jim Mock 
farm, owned at that time by Lin
coln Maupin. Ml Maupin c:a.1112d 
the farm "fanglewood farm, II 

O. D. Ford, from we s.t e i II Okla
noIT1..-=', bought the farm before I 
got moved in the ra Ll 01 l';l4(j, 

We rented 110m Mr Ford fen 
e.e ve n yeac3 1 then bought 50 
acres f rom Tom Be I 1, part uf the 
old Jim Smi t h far TIl, in 1 ~~ 4 'J . In 
1947 we bought the farm we now 
live on and sold the Bell .land. 
We hought pact of the Mock tarm 
in 1965. 

We have three c h i Ld r e n , Au de 
Ray, born in 1941. She got a 
Home Ec scholarship to the Vni'
versity of Arkansas, but d~cided 

instead t.o take a bu:~i nf-:?':3S 
course at Fayetteville Business 
College. She worked briefly iar 
Arkansas Western Ga:c::" then was 
offered a job with the Army 
engineers in the office at 
Rogers. They were building 
Beaver Dam. When that project 
was closed, she was transferred 
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to the Arkansas River project, 
workin8 at Little Rock, Russell
ville and Ft, Smith, She was 
later transferred to the Social 
Security office at Fort Smith 
where she is still working. She 
sto.rted war-king for the govern
ment in 1960. Auda Ray married 
Billy John Pa8e in 1979. 

Joe was born in 1944. He Cam
pleted hi8h ~choo1 at Prairie 

set tron FaddIs (t/ith fh'(~ ot turkeys In 
rront ot {lid !1ock tsr» 8Quth ot P"~~IrIe 6~Qve. 

CA. Faddis Photo) 
Grove and graduated from the 
TfIliver::;i ty of Arkansa'3 with a 
degree in engineEring. He worked 
his way through school--two 
<u mme r-e wi th t h e County Road De
pe r t me n t , then for the Uu i ve r e i r

ty. Joe me r ri ed Qu e r Lta Shannon 
of Lincoln when he was a j:Jnior 
~t the University. She worked 
,~n,j helped him throush his 
senior ve a r . La t e r- she attended 
'~ol] e8E' at Conway and finished 
wi t h CI dE:\gree 1 n Horne Ec from 
MemphL3 State University. Joe 
worked e Le v e n years for Buckeye 
01.1 M1.lls, or...ned by Proctor and 
("jamble, ,3;:3 an industrial engi
nee r at Little Roc k , Montgomery, 
Alabarn.~, Augusta, Georgia, }1em~ 

phis, Tennes·.:;ee, and t t n t s.no d 
his work with the company at 
Little Pock in charge of the 
labor force. He came back to 
Evansville and bought a dairy 
farm which he still operates. . 

"amee was born in 1947. He 
graduated from Prairie Grove 
Hi8h School and attended the 
University of Arkansas for about 

two years. He then joined t,he 
National Guard. He married Ne t.a 
Rae Calico and went to work for 
the Prairie Grove Telephone Com
pany where he had worked as 
summer hel p si nce hi s sophomore 
year in high school. He likes 
the company and the work, He has 
a lOO-acre farm southwest of 
Prairie Grove and is the father 
of our only grandchildren, 
Lance, Jonathan and Jennifer 
Faddis. 

La nee graduated from Prairie 
Grove high school this year) 
ma k i ng five members of the 
Faddis family, and one daughter
in-law, to graduate from the 
Pr"airie Grove High School. There 
are two more gcandchildren we 
hope to see graduate from Prair
ie Grove High School. 

JA~ES CARNEY 

By JUdy Jones Carter 

The James Carney family of 
Tennessee homesteaded near 
Prairie Grove, Arkansas at 
Hogeye in 1532. They had five 
sons and two daughters. The sons 
were He nr y , George, John, Ellis 
and Jim. The daughters were 
Cindy and Mary Jane. Cindy mar
ried Will Howell and Mary Jane 
l~rried John Rutherford. 

George Carney. son of James, 
joined the Union Army and served 
in Company "C," Fir~jt Regiment 
of the Arkansas Caval ry. His 
father and brothers all served 
in the Confederate Army. George 
married Martha Cedonia Barron, 
daughter of Hiram Barron. The 
Barrons were also early settler"s 
at H08eye. Children of Geor8e 
and Martha Carney were Claud, 
Jimmie, Callie, Ionia and Dora. 

Claud Carney, son of Geor8e 
and Martha Cedonia Carney, 
married LaNora Carney Hannah, 
daughter of R. O. and Susan Ann 
Hannah. The Hannahs moved to the 
area in 1567. 

Descendants of this family 
livin8 in the Prairie Grove area 
today are chi Idren, grand
children and great-grand
children of Claud and LaNora 
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Hannah Carney. They are as 
follows: Hugh Carney, Howard 
Carney, Mary Sue Carney Jones, 
Carolyn Carney, Janette Carney 
Hall, Judith Jones Carter, Linda 
Jones Barnes, Jerry Donald 
Jones, Betsy Hall, Aimee Hall, 
Neal Hall, Shawn Barnes and 
Justin Carter. 

The old homestead at Hogeye 
has been passed down from g8ner
at ion to generation. Claud and 
Nora Carney were the 1 ast of the 
family to live on the farm 
before moving into Prairie 
Grove. Judy and James Carter o ...... n 
the old farm today. 

THE DAVID FAMILY 

By Roy David 

I Was born March 9, 1914 in a 
log room, part of a building 
where Frank and Jessie James, 
the famous outlaws. might have 
5lept. My parents were R~n H. 
and Alice Pyeatt David. My 
father was the youngest 'son of 
Thomas B. David, who came to 
Arkansas in 1860 after serving 
in the ConfederatJe Army in 
Arkansas, being in the Batt 102 ot 
Prairie Grove and others. He 
c.ame to Cane Hill. Ar ka ns.as , in 
1868 where he married Pr u de nc.e 
M. Whittenburg. They raised a 
family of four daughters and 
three sons. Thomas David was a 
carpenter, horticulturist ide
veloping the King David Aprile), 
and a farmer. 

My mother W3.S E. Al i c e 
Pyeatt, the daughter of G. Fisk 
Pyea-tt and Lorena M. Edmiston. 
They had eight daughters and one 
son. She was a descendant of 
James Pyeatt, who with his 
brother, Jacob Pyeatt came to 
Crystal Hill, Arkansas, near 
.North Little Rock in 1812. In 
1828 Jacob led a group to Cane 
Hi 11 J inc 1 udi ng Porter and J. 
Rankin Pyeatt, sons of James 
Pyeatt. Porter settled near 
Morrow. They <Porter e rid John) 
went to California with the 
Evans Company in the gal d rush 
of 1849. Porter drowned while 
attempting to ride a raft down a 

canyon. 
My father's family moved to a 

farm Northwest of Prairie Gr-o v e 
in the Fall of 1923. 'We children 
......ent to school at Stonewall Dis
trict. The building burned in 
1924 and the school district was 
annexed wi ttl Prairie Grove. We 
were transported in a Model T 
Ford bus, the first ~.chool bus 
in this part of the country, to 
the old red bri,:k eight-room 
school with a bdsement. It Wa~, 

steam-heated, Since that time 
me n v other r-u re 1 s.c h o o I '::C. he ve 
consolidated with Py-airie Ijrove. 

In the Fall of 1936 Reba L"'-'e 
Walker and I were marr led. WE! 
had two cllildren, Sc ndra Lou t s.c 
,Mr:3. Bub Er-a nk i of Prairie 
Grove and Tbomas Leroy o r POT
tage' Michigan. We also have 
five grandchildrell Blld one ~reat 

grandchild. Reba died in Apr:i 1, 
1<:J82 , and wa~-:;, lJuril~("l in the Fly 
Creek Cemetery. 

R~ba and 1 both 8rartu3ted 
frOID high school as di~ OU1- ~on 

and de ug h t.e r- c n.f <:::,8v-:;1'o.1 01 ou: 
bro t he re a i.d e.r r.t e rs, . Several o t 
our families r e c e Lvec h o n or « 
when w~ iinished school. 

Du r i I] g 0 u r 1 i f e t. i m~ , inan c 
around Prairie Grove, we ba\..'l-C~ 

seen many c na ng e v . sucL as: 
iormerly two 110ur rat Ljs.. now 
there is none; a cotton gin c ome 
a ud go; a railroad gone; 110m 

e l e c t r t c t ty p r oduced by a 
8asolin~ engint:: to powe r trans
mi t.t.ed by highlin~~'?, ne t.ur e l 80S 

piped in; modern telephone 
:;ystem; rno d e r n wat.e r a.. nd s.e we r 
-sve t e rrrs.: from dirt r o.a-te. and 
streets to paved stre2t~ and 
highways. 

We h a ve also seen two h05
pi tal,=: come and go. At one time 
we had several do(-::tors, now we 
h.av e two. We now have a n ambu
lance service and pe r ame d ic-s 
Farming haS changed from wnc a t , 
corn, oats, meadows, e p pLee.. 
grapes and strawberri~sJ to pa3
turelands, cattle and chickens. 

Our families have al ......ays 
supported community activities-
the churches, schools, c l u bo , 
building projects, etc.--any-
thing that would make life 
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better and help the community 
grow, Prairie Grove is our home 
and we are proud of it, 

THE CAMPBELL CLAN 

By Phoebe Todd Harris and 
Ann LaRew 

"The Campbells Are Coming," 
and come they did from Virginia 
still devastated from the War 
Between the States. First came 
Bean Cartmell Campbell with his 
wife, Betsie Todd Walker 
Campbell and four children 
Robert Douglas, Dorothea, Betsie 
(}ray, and Temple Lockhart 
Campbell -~ on March 1, 1901, to 
Battle Mead, a farm located down 
the hill from Prairie Grove Bat
tlefield Park, Adah (Prairie 
Grove's first post office) was 
located on the Campbell farm, 
Mr. Campbell chose to locate in 
the Prairie Grove Valley because 
it remi nded hi m of the Shenan
doah Valley of Virginia where he 
was born and reared (one of 11 
children) and later served under 
General Robert E. Lee in the 
Army of Northern Virginia 
Company A, 39th Battalion, Lee's 
Scouts, Guides & Couriers. 

Also accompanying the family 
West was Rose Lee Kearney. who 
WaS taken from an orphanage in 
Washington, D,C, in 1891, She 
lived with the Campbell-Harris 
family until her death on Decem
ber 31, 1948, RO'3e was a gift.ed 
story-teller, taught the Primary 
Class at the Christian Church 
lor years, and ea.ch Sunday 
afternoon visited the ill and 
shut-ins, walkin8 every step in 
her high-top button shoes, 

Douglas and Temple Campbell 
became owners of the bank in 
Beverl Y I Kansas, where Douglas I 
son, David. is now associated 
wi th the same bank. Dorothea 
married J, P. Harris (see Harris 
family>, Betsie was graduated 
from the Fayetteville City Hos
pital Nursing School as an R,N, 
She served in Public Health Work 
in Tulsa, OK, and in Pueblo, CO, 
before returning to City Hos
pital as Night Supervisor, 

tP, Hif ,P' 1'15 Pth1t~1) 

Because of heal th r-e e s.o ne , she 
retired in 193='~, and then lived 
with the J, P, Harris family un
til her death January 28, 1(~77, 

In December, 1903 1 three 
e t e t e re of B, C. Campbell) w; t h 
their r e m.i La es , moved to Prairie 
Grove from Virginia: Mary E, 
Campbell, Emma G. Maupin, and 
Roberta C, Magruder. 

Mary never married. .Sb e re
sided in a b ome provided by a 
brother, J. Edward Campbell of 
Nowata, OK. "V't r g i n i e Home" is 
located on Bush Street i mmedi
ately west of the Fd r-e.t F're:::::,by
t.e r-La n Church. In Le t. s r yearE" 
after the death'.3 01' their hus
La n ds, , her sisters, Ern Maupin 
and Roberta MagrUder, resided at 
"Virginia Home." This was head
quarters for the reunion on Oc
tober 21, 1909, 01 the eleven 
Campbell brothers and sisters 
born at Stony Mead in the Shen.
andoah Valley near Winchester, 
VA, This was the only day in 
their lives that the eleven were 
together, By the time the young
est was born the older brothers 
were serving in the Confederate 
Army, 

Emma and Abraham Lincoln Mau
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THE CAMPBELL CLAN REUNION 

Prail'ie GrOV!?1 Ik iober 211 190J, ,q reunion 
"5 held and Ihe sbove photo Alade et "Virginia 
H,1A1e' on Bush street, iust 41est at the first 
rresbvterisn Church, 

I, Rober t /ladlson Campbell II, Kansas, 
2, /11'5, H, 0, CUAIAIings (Bess /laupin), rreirie 
91'~1Ve! 3, I1r5, R, 6/, l1agruder tJonm e ceen), 
Preirie srov», 4, /Irs, R, /I,Campbell !I (Eliza
beth Harber), Kansas, S, /lary [J izsbett: Camp
bell, Prairie srove, 6, Betsie 61'ay Campbell, 
Prsirie srcve; 7, 01', 41llliam H, H, Campbell, 
Doings Ifill, sa, 8, Or, Josi sn 1, Campbell, /It, 
Lake, /ld" .', Roberta EAlille /laupin, Preir ie 
Brove, 10. /Irs, 41. H, H, CaAipbell (Jessie 
Brosuttr). OWlngs st l l, lid" II. /Irs. J. E, Camp
bell (Emma Journeyt ske), Nooala, Okla" 12, nr«, 
lIalinie E, Hale, roint Pleesent , 41, lIa" 13. nrs, 
B, C. Campbell (Betsie Todd 41all'er), Prs ir ie 
srov», 14, Bean CarlAiell Campbell, Prsi r ie 
srove, IS, nr«, Hooard ,~ill (Rebecca Campbelji 
and son, 16, /lax,'ell HJII, Lafountain, «ens, 

}:Jin settled a.t "The Oaks," a 
f e r m located about a mile west 
of Prairie Grove on the Vinev 
Grove Roa.d, with t.heir children: 
Mary Rebecca (Bess), Richard Lee 
who died 3/21/11, Lincoln Ed

17, srs, eit t u» Ai. 61ass (liannie Campbell I, 
Winchesfel'! Va, I IS, Emma ~agruder, rre ir it: 
61'01'e, '.', /Irs, Helll'Y Clay /lagruder IRoberla 
Campbell), Pl'all'ie Grove, 20. Herbert Lotkbsr ! 
Ca.pbell, Talala, OlIa, , 22. sr«. A, L, l1aupin 
(£IllJla C~mpbel J)/ rrsir:» Grove,' 

23, John Edward Campbell, son ot 24, Herber I 
t.octtur: CaA/pbell, lIo,'ala, Okla" 2S, E, 11, 
Lockhart, lIeodesha, Kansas; 26, /fargery t ottturi 
/lagl'uder, Prairie Srove, 27, 0,w1thea CaAlpbell, 
Prairie Brave, 28, nr«, neude Hale, Nowata, 
Okla, , 2.'. Lena C Gore, 41inchesler, Va" 30. 
/11'5, Eugene B, Laoson l'Roberta Campbel II vi th 
san, 3/. Edward Campbell t.svson, Nowala, Okla" 
32, Rose Lee KearneYI rrsir ie srove, JJ, HI'S, 
H, L, Ca.pbell (flora Dougherty), 110.. ts, Okla, , 
34, H, Douglds CUflJA!ings, Prs i r ie sr»v», 35, HI'S, 
Allan Canlpbell itucv 41alker I, Talala, Okla .IE, 
,ql7l7e R, Hagruder l rrs ir ie Grovel 31. John Edward 
Campbell. NQ/ildta, Okla, 38, Robert 4(1.'s~'r' tie
gl'udel', Prail'ie Grove, 40, Eugene B, L..so",' No
.. ts, Ol/a" 4/, He"ry C, /lagruder, Prairie 
Grove, 42, Richdrd Lee Hdupin, Prs ir ie Grove, 
43, /la},'1' Abraha. Lincoln l1aupin, P,'ail'ie Grove, 

****** 
ward, and Emilie. Bess married 
Hugh Douglas Cummi ngs. C3ee 
H. D. Cu rnmi ngs family.) 

Lincoln Maupin rna.rried Mar-
garet (Madge) Lake. They had one 
son, Frank Lake Maupin. Lincoln 
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was one of the pioneers in REA 
development in Washington 
County. Madge was active in the 
Methodist Church and in commun~ 

ity affairs, charter member and 
president of the PTA, Woments 
Study Club, UDC. Frank, a gradu
ate of the University of Arkan
sas! taught four years in 
Prairie Grove High School and 
worked in the office of Southern 

Mercantile under the direction 
of Florence Hill. He served in 
the U,S. Army in World War II 
and then worked for Esso and its 
a f f t Lf a t es in Tulsa, Shreveport, 
and Houston until his retirement 
when he returned to Northwest 
Arkansas and settled at Heritage 
Bay! east of Roger.s. He died in 
May, 1987. 

Emi 1 ie Maupi n married Howard 
Clendening of Virginia. Their 
children were: Herbert C. Clen
deni ng <-graduate of West Point 
Military Academy) and Mary Bruce 
Clendening (graduate of Uni
versity of Arkansas). 

Roberts and Henry Clay 
Magruder settled at "The Elms, U 

a farm east of Prairie Grove 
(presently the home of Mr. and 
Mr.~, Billy Joe Bartholomew) with 
their children: Robert Wilson! 
Anne Rebecca! Mary Emma! Henry 
Campbell and Margery Lockhart 
Magruder. 

Rob marr-ied Jonnie Priscilla 
Dean of Prairie Grove. Their 
chi ldren were; Mary Dean and 
Virginia Magruder, both gradu
ates of the University of Arkan
sas. Rob was a farmer and 
merchant. For many years he was 
Sunday School Superintendent and 
an Eldel- in the Christian Church 
where Mary Dean and Liford L. 
Gibson of the Farmington com
muni ty were married. Mary Dean 
retired from teaching and Liford 
from Commercial Credit. They 
live in Macon! GA. Virginia mar
ried Alton Cole, son of Ernest 
and Annie Dean Cole of Prairie 
Grove. Virginia and Alton have 
retired from teaching and live 
in Creede, CO. Both the Gi bsons 
and Coles maintain homes in 
Prairie Grove. 

Anne married Grover McCormick 

of Prairie Grove, They, too, 
lived at "Virginia Home. II 

Emma was a teacher in the 
schools of Nowata, OK, and in 
Havana, Cuba. She served with 
the YMCA in Europe during and 
after World War I as one of two 
selected from Oklahoma to repre
sent the General Federated 
Clubs. She married Edward Cook, 
a pharmacist of Nowata, OK. They 
later moved to "Virgi n t a Ho me " 
in Prairie Grove where Emma was 
principal of the Elementary 
school for many years. The Cooks 
had two children: Edward 
Magruder (Mac) and Jane Campbell 
Cook, After teaching for many 
years and later working for the 
Federal Government (FDIC), Mac 
is semi-retired and resides in 
Vienna, VA, with his wife, the 
former Joanne Craig. They have 
four sons. Jane married Paul 
Lawrence, an officer in the U. S. 
Air Force. After Peu l e retirev 

ment they built a home on Beaver 
Lake east of Rogers. The 
Lawrences have five children. 

Henry was in the mercantile 
business in Nowata and Inola, OK 
and Gentry! AR until his retire
ment, He married Marteen (Teen) 
Pyeatt of Prairie Grove. Their 
son, Henry Preston Magruder, 
served in the U.S. Army in World 
War II. He holds a B.A, degree 
from the University of Arkansas, 
M,A. from University of Iowa, 
and a doctorate from Denver Uni
ve r e I t.y . He was a Professor in 
the Speech and Drama Department 
at the University of Arkansas 
for many years until his retire
ment and still resides in Fay
etteville. 

Before her marriage to Clai
borne Riggs Mobley, Margery 
taught school and later worked 
for the President of Northeast
ern State University at Tahle
quah, In the early 1930s wher.. 
the Mobleys lived in Prairie 
Grove, Clay Mobley wrote many 
plays which he and James Faye 
Parks produced. They formed a 
company named "The Beverly 
Players. II The cast members were 
residents of Prairie Grove, The 
plays were given locally and in 
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surrounding states. From the ex
perience gained in this endeavor 
JQmes Faye Parks went on to 
Ho j Lywo od ;::.s e n e g e n t a nd Clay 
Mobley to WLS Radio, a station 
in Chicago, as a writer. He 
later joined the Department, of 
Agriculture in Washington, D.C. 
where he wrote and produced 
documentaries for the Farm 
Credi t Administration. Margery 
was employed by the Federal Gov
ernment. The Mobleys had one 
daughter. Margery Anne Mobley, 
graduate of Radford College in 
Virginia, married Floyd Swanson. 
They are the parents of four 
children. Margery Anne has 
worked on Capital Hill for an 
Ohio Congressman for many years. 

The Prairie Grove roots of 
the Campbell Clan have remained 
strong through the years. 

MILLER FAMILY 

Joe A. Miller and Alice 
Miller came from London, England 
in the mid-1800s and later set
tled at Osage, Arkansas. 

The i r son, Char 1 es Ross Mi 1
ler, WaS born July 3, i889 at 
Osage. He married Mattie B. All
red, born May 5, 1888, at Osage 
and they moved to Newton, Kan
SBS, where he worked for the 
Santa Fe Railroad for many 
years. He died December 14, 1972 
at Lincoln and his wife died in 
1935. 

Cr-e nne l H. Miller, son of 
Charle':3 Ross and Mattie B. Mil
ler, was born at 0~.a8e October 
12, 1909. He married Mary Belle 
Ric.hey July 4th, 193? at Lincoln 
1 n a d ou bl e weddi ng wi th Mar y 
Belle's brother, Ha.rry Richey 
and Glenn Fraysher. 

Crannel was a butcher (or 
meat cutter) and they lived in 
Lebanon, Missouri, for a number 
of years. A son, C. H. Miller, 
was born at Lebanon February 6, 
1942 The Miller family returned 
to Frairie Grove in 1947 and 
Crannel worked in the meat 
department of several grocery 
stores, before reti r i ng because 
of ill health. He died June 28, 
1975, and was buried in the Lin

col n Cemetery. 
Dr. C. H. Miller, physician 

and surgeon, returned to Fay
ettevi lle after graduat i ng 1 rom 
the University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine at Little 
Rock. He married Carol Skelton 
and they have three children, 
Charles Richey, Christopher Ar
nold and Sarah Ann. 

BRIJNk FA~ILY 

The G, E, Brunk h"me on Walnut srcv» Road, 
l ster refllQdeled by Joan sno !fary Brunk, Pre
tured is Grandmother Lucy Brunk and NJ ts Craw
ford, (Brewster Photo) 

G. E. Brunk and Lucy Cath
erine Sim3 married in 1863 at 
Low Ga.p, Lee County, v t r-g i n t a . 
a nd moved to Frairie Grove in 
1583. George E. Brunk and a Mr. 
Sanders had a st.ore in Frairie 
Grove in 1891 according to a 
business envelope and bank 
statement found in the Brewster 

~ 

~-~ _.~-
~ 

John and !fary Brunk, 18.91,
 
(Bre.sl.er Ph.,I..,)
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papers. 
George and Lucy Brunk were 

parents of eight children, two 
of whom died in infancy. John F. 
Brunk r-e ma Lne d in Prairie Grove 

6, E, Brunk home, later the John Brunk flLvlle, 
Let t: Ifary Brunk. Jotin Brunk, 51epnen erun«, 
Lucy Brunk, George E, Brunk, si t t:» Terpenlng, 
Frank Terpenlng, Cnar 1Je Brunk, Bl11 Brunk wlln 
bcrse, (Brew5ter Pbeto) 

and married Mary Caswell 
Cunningham in 1895. They lived 
in the Illinois Chapel area East 
of Prairie Grove. 

One daughter, Paulene, died 
as an t n f e n t : another daughter, 
Luc i J e, married Gordon wallace 
Brewster, son ot Dr. and Mrs, 
James HenlY Brewster. Gordon was 
a registered pharmacist and 
worked for many years in the 
Sterling Drug 3tore, One SOD, 

John Henry, wa~, born to Gordon 
and Lu':ile Brewster. 

The John H. Brewster family 
1 i ve e. in the house on Mock 
S't.r-e e t. which was built by Dr. 
J. H. Brewster before the turn 
of the century. 

THE TERRY FAMILY 

By Lee W. Terry 

In the southeast corner of 
Washi ngt on Cou n t y, Arka nsas, 
south of the Sunset Community, 
is a neatly-kept cemetery sur
rounded by a chain-link fence, 
wi th the name II Terry" on the 
gate entrance. This is the 
burial place of Clark H, Terry, 
surrounded by f~mily members. 
Down County Road No, 110 is a 

modern-looking two-story house-
this is the home that Clark 
Terry built after the Civil War 
and lived in until his death. 

Clark H, Terry was born Feb
ruary 26, 1838, and died March 
13, 1913. He e n I Lsst e d in the 
Union Army, A Company, 13th Kan
sas Infantry at Camp Babcock, He 
fought in the Battle of Prairie 
Grove and was wounded and taken 
to the hospital in Fayetteville, 
After leaving the hospital he 
was transferred to New Company B 
of the 1st Kansas Volunteer Vet
eran Mounted Infantry. He was 
mustered out in Li ttle Rock on 
August 30, 1865. 

After the War Terry settled 
on a quarter section of land in 
the Sunset community. The build
i ng in front of the homestead 
served as a general store. Clark 
Terry served as postmaster of 
the Sunset Post Office in 1899, 
He was also a Master Mason and a 
Baptist. The minutes of the 43rd 
annual session of the Washington 
Association of Regular Baptists 
hel d wi th New Hope Church (lo
cated southwest of Prairie 
Grove) on September 3, 4, 5, 
1880, show Clark Terry listed as 
a messenger represent i ng the 
Boston Community Church of Wash
ington County, 

Clark Terry's Union uni form 
and sabre ar"e on display at the 
University of Arkansas Museum in 
Fayetteville, 

Clark H, Terry (2-26-1838 to 
3-7-1913) 

Wife, Tabitha (Vinie) Jane 
Long (1-31-1835 to 4-11-1907) 

Chi 1 dr-e n : Henderson, George 
washington, william Dowel, 
Alford B., Thomas Green, James 
Noah, John Noah, Elisha E. Mary 
Elizabeth and Nancy J. 

Chi ldren of John Noah Terr)' 
(1-30-1877) and Martha Osborn: 
Hugh, Ralph, Milburn, Lee, 
Bessie and Flora. 

Lee W, Terry is Chief of 
Police of Prairie Grove. 

In 1920 the first oi 1 test 
well was located on the Baggett
Maupin farm two miles South of 
Prairie Grove, 
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BROVGHTON FAMILY
 

Broughton FaMily, Back rov; lett to right: 
Nettie Inurssn, Bufield BMughton, lIoxie 
Broughton, Viley Broughton, hillie Broughton, 
EJ la Brough/on, John Brough/on, Het lie Brough-

THE BLAKEMORE FAMILY 

The Blakemores have lived 
continuously in the Prairie 
Grove area since the 18308, when 
Lee Cage Blakemore (1800-1882) 
moved his family from Tennessee 
to Washington County, Arkansas, 
He settled on a farm south of 

Four generations of BlakeMores: T, h, Blake
More, J, lIaleigh BlakeMore, Franl' Blenn Blake
More, Keith BlakeMore, (1~46) 

(F, BlakeMore Photo) 

ton; seated: Dutch ThurMan and baby, herthe 
Brough/on, Be,'rge Broughton, Ellis and ~ndy, 

John Turner and children, Charlie and sinnie 
Broughton, (Ogden Photo) 

****** 
Hog Eye, He and his wife, Char
lotte Johnson, had a total of 
ten children, three of whom re
mained in Washington County, One 
lived in the Cane Hill area, one 
lived in the Springdale area, 
and one, Thomas Johnson <1824
1908) lived in the Hog Eye area, 

Thomas Johnson Blakemore 
married Emeline Rutherford, and 
they had a total of eight 
children, two of whom remained 
in the Illinois Chapel area, The 
older of the two, Calvin Jessie 
Blakemore (1852-1942) married 
Ollie Dearing and they had two 
children, one of whom, Ralph 
Coleman, stayed in the area, 

Ralph Coleman Blakemore mar
ried first, Li la Morrison, and 
second, Sylvia Phillips, His 
children remaining in the 
Prairie Grove area are: Paul 
Raymond Blakemore, Bessie Mae 
Bryan, Larry Lee Blakemore and 
Lonnie Eugene Blakemore, 

Thomas Mark Blakemore (1855
1948) married Jane Pickett Allen 
and they had a total of eight 
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children. They moved from the 
Illinois Chapel area to Prairie 
Grove about 1908. Two of their 

Robert O~ens Hannah rami Iy. 8ack Ro~, left 
to rIght,' Ifl.'/ 1ie, [11/115 , Bess, NOf.2/ Front RLW" 
Rob, Jim, Robert O~en (father), Clara, /laggie, 
Susie (mother). Photo taken at the Hog Eye ho.e 
~hich burned about /976. IF. 8Iake"",e Pho/L,) 

chi Idren remained in Prairie 
Grove. Emma <1881-1943) never 
married and took care of her 
father until her death in 1943. 

John Raleigh Blakemore (1855
1953) married Clara Hannah and 
they had three children, Frank 
Glenn, Robert and Jane. 

Frank remains in Prairie 
Grove and is married to the 
former Martha English. They have 
one child, Keith Blakemore of 
DanVille, and two grandsons, 
Scott and Shawn. 

Thomas /lark 81alelliore and grandchildren. 
8ack Ro~, left to rIght: Sara Jane Blakelliore 
Sanders, rrank 61enn Bla,'emore; Front Ro~; 

Robert Thomas Blakelliore, Jane Blakemore /lorrL'W, 
Kincy All@n 8Iik@mor~. (/j32)(F. Blakemore Photo) 

Robert married Mary P. Tippen 
of Springdale and lives in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. They have three 
sons and a daughter. 

Jane Coones Morrow 1 i ves in 
Sheridan, Wyoming, and has two 
sons and a daughter. 

BROOKS FAMILY 

Nathan Brooks married Osha 
Crawford, and to this union was 
born one son, Willard C., August 
6, 1915. Osha Brooks died Janu
ary 11, 1919, and was buried in 
Prairie Grove Cemetery. Nathan 

Ifathen 8rooks and sit«, Osha Brooks and sen, 
IIi liard. ("8. Brooks Photo) 

later married Olyve Niehaus. 
They 1 i ved on a farm west of 
Prairie Grove and later moved to 
a home on North Mock Street. 

Nathan worked for the South
ern Mercantile Dry Goods Depart
ment for many years, was associ
ated with Guy Skelton in opera
tion of the Crescent Department 
Store for several years, and 
later employed by J. C. Penney 
Company in Fayetteville. 

Nathan Brooks died February 
26, 1953, and Olyve Brooks died 
October 8, 1980. Both are buried 
in Prairie Grove Cemetery. 
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Willard C. Brooks graduated 
from Texas A & M School of 
Veterinary Medicine in 1939 and 
returned to Prairie Grove to 
practice. He was an Army veter
an, a member and deacon of the 
First Presbyterian Church, a 
member of Prairie Grove Masonic 
Lodge, past president of Ozark 
Electric Corp., past president 
of Arkansas Veterinarian Associ
ation, a member of Arkansas 
Livestock Assn. He later worked 
on a government job and was 
supervisor of five counties when 
he retired. He died May 16, 
1985, and was buried in Prairie 
Grove Cemetery. 

Dr. Brooks and Miss Bernice 
McCormick, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. McCormick, were 
married in 1941. They are 
parents of two children: 

Treka Brooks, married Curtis 
Vaughn and they 1 i ve on a farm 
near Gentry. Curtis works for 
Peterson and they have two 
daughters, Brooks and Amy. 

John and his wife, Carolyn, 
live at Bella Vista. John works 
for Cooper Community and they 
have two children, Ashley and 
John Crawford. 

HENDRICKS FAMILY HISTORY 

Kary (Krs. Dallas> Rice sent 
the following information about 
her ancestors. It was copied 
from a letter found in the old 
family Bible belonging to Arm
strong Hendricks and Nancy B. 

HOMe of ~r.strong Hendricks dnd fdmily·-1900. 
Left to right: Bdbe ~. Hendricks, Press Hen
dricks, Leond dnd Ndncy Hendricks, rna Edgu 
Hendr itk», (/lue Photo) 

Ndncy Bell Hendrich, Bsbe dnd Edgdr Hen
dricks, teon« Bell Hendricks, 12 or 13 vesrs of 
dge. PICture mdde sbout 1912. (Rite Photo) 

Hendricks. Their home was south
east of Prairie Grove on the 
Butler Road--the second house on 
the left past the Jess Giles 
place was the old Hendricks 
place. The house which was the 
birthplace of Mary Rice, burned 
several years ago. 

"Armstrong Hendricks, farmer, 
stock raiser and mechanic of 
Prairie Grove Township, Washing
ton County, Arkansas, was born 
in Pulaski County, Kentucky, 
November 22, 1828, the son of 
Green and Rutha (Hall) Hen
dricks, who were born, reared 
and married in their native 
state. 

"They came to Arkansas a bou t 
1838, locating on the farm on 
which Armstrong Hendricks now 
resides and owns, and here the 
father's death occurred in 1840 
and the mother's in 1850. They 
were parents of two sons, Arm
strong and Gibson H. 

"Tne former was reared in 
Washington County and at the 
breaking out of the war enlisted 
in Col. Brook's Regt., servi ng 
wi th him two years and the f o L'
l owi ng two years served on de
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HENDRICKS FAMILY PICNIC
 

This picture was tsien about 190.9 or '10, A 
picnic nesr a bluff /usl sbov» Ih~ Buffalo 
Branch on th~ road from Ih~ H~ndricks hom~plac~, 

on around lhe road to C~nler Point, fronl rov, 
Iet t 10 right: sorao» Crouch, Edgar H~ndrICks., 
Ed Br~gory, unident i! ied, Clar~nc~ Thurman, fan
nie Hendr icr«, one of tne Smith girls.', Press 

tached duty. He was in a number 
of engagements but escaped un
hurt and after the cessation of 
hostilities, returned home and 
began worki ng at the black
smithls trade which he had 
learned previous to the war, 
continuing the same about three 
years after which he began im
proving his home and farm, It 
consisted of 153 acres, with 
about 75 acres under cultiva
tion, on which is a good two 
story residence. Besides this he 
has another good farm of 100 
acres, 

"May 13, 1575 his marriage 
with Miss Nancy B, Rainwaters 
was celebrated. She was born in 
Washi ngton County and is a 
daughter of Matthew Rainwaters 
who was formerly from Tennessee. 
Mr, and Mrs, Hendricks are the 

(lfi/rv Rue rr»t» I 

H~ndl'1,ks, unidenti t ied, Ed Cr,'uch; l sdies 
s~al~d on bluff: first four um dentt t iea, Inn 
Thurman, Leotu H~ndricks Branch, unJd~ntJfi~d; 

back row, slanding: (lIll Branch, Armstrong Hen
dr icrs, next. seven unid~nlifi~d, est» Thurman, 
/Irs, Thurman, Nancy Hendricks, and Grandma 
/lcOonald, 

parents of three son~3; James 
Pressley, Edgar Austin and lJil 
11am Perry; and a daughter, 
Leona Bell. II 

Mrs, Rice is a daughter of 
Leona Bell Hendricks Branch, and 
a granddaughter of Armstrong and 
Nancy Rainwaters Hendricks, 

****** 

uta fined fiOU5e dt Rhed'5 nill, no~ tne home 
of Bill and OOfL1thy k'~ll~y, (N""~",,d Pboto) 
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FAMILY GATHERING AT "THE WALNUT GROVE' ON OLO ROLLANS PLACE
 

Photo made al "The ssinu! Grove' on the farm 
of lIac and sor« Rollans flest of Prairie Grove 
around 1910, 

I, l'in,'ne,v £l.s Shofner, 2, Earl CunninghaOl, 
3,O,'uglas Cummings, holding IB, lIaupin CU»lngs, 
4, B~ss CI11l111ings, s, 11, F, "l1ac 1/ HLli ians, 
6, Nor« Dean Rollans, 7, Jonnie Dean lIagruder, 
8, Rob lIagruder, 9, James P, Shofner, 10, Lou 
£lla lIahan SMfner, II, ser ion Lo,e,v, 12, lIancr 
lIa"OIi Cunningham flilson, 13, Hallie Coo.. cun
nJnghaOl, 14, James Caswell Cunningham, IS, lIew
ton Cunningham, IS, lIar,v Bruni', 17, Gus shotner, 
19, Maline 6illis Shofner, 20, Sallie IIcGi11 
Dean, 21, Kibble CumDiings, 22, Lulie Bird cun-

THE J, P, HARRIS FAMILY 

James Padon Harris was born 
in Beardstown, Illinois, on 
April 3, 1860, the son of John 
Henry Harris and Phoebe Ann 
Padon Harris, When the First 
National Bank of Beardstown, in 
which he and his father had con
trolling interest, was sold, he 
then developed interests in the 
mines near Joplin, MO, and in 
the H, D, Lee Industries of Kan
sas City, 

Around 1907 he moved to 
Prairie Grove where he bought 
the Prairie Grove Preserving 
Company and canned tomatoes 
under his Grove brand, John Fid
ler, father of Roy and Howard 
Fidler, was his top manager for 

ninghaOl, 23, Frances Cunningham, 24, iuc« £I ize
b.lh Rollans Cad, holding 48, Barton Carl, 

2S, Ella IIcGi11 Hoover t.o...,v, 26, ~nna James 
Hoover, 27, Clara Hoover, 20', Sarah Isabelle 
Rollans Stewart, 2.9, Edna kalhleen Carl, 3/, ~n

drew Jscrson flilson, Jr, holding 30, lIewton 
Casw.ll flilson, 32, Burdell Shofner, 33, Dean 
soitsn«, 34, Unl'n,'wn, 3S, Lena Van Carl, 
30', Kali. lIal'le Shofner, 37, Harold Rollans, 
38, James flilson, 3.9, lIartin lIahan Shofner, 
iO, Edna stevert, 41, Sarah lIildred Carl, 
42, {In'',,,,wn, 43, Lucille BrunI', 44, Louise 
sbotner, 4J, Paul "sonny" stever«, 46, Virginia 
Shofner, 41, {lnk""wn, III, MIen PMt,,) 

****** 
many years. Mr. Harris was also 
a partner in the canning 
factories in Lincoln, AR, and in 
Stilwell, OK, and in the Prairie 
Grove Vi negar & Preservi ng Com
pany where apples were dried 
along with other food products 
processed. He was the owner of 
several farms and of a large 
apple orchard near Cane Hill, 
Until his marriage J, P, lived 
at the Marrs Hotel on Neal 
Street now site of the Luginbuel 
Funeral Home, Another resident 
of the hotel was Dr, Will H, 
Mock, At that time the Mock home 
was "Locust Dell" located south 
of town, and in the horse and 
buggy days I i vi ng in town was 
essential for the young doctor, 
The two men formed a life-long 
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friendship while residents of 
the Marrs Hotel. 

For decades Prairie Grove 
Preserving Company was the 
town's largest employer giving 
work to approximately 125 women 
and men. For three months each 
year (except for the devastating 
drought years of 1934 and 1936 
when there was nothing to can or 
process) the smokestack whistle 
sounded twice a day, six days a 
week, in the early morning at 6 
a. m. (work began at 7 a. m.) and 
at 1 p.m. to signal work was 
again starting. Every Friday 
night the entire Harris family 
gathered around a table to 
calcu late and prepare the cash 
payroll for the following day. 

In the off-season when a car
load of tomatoes was sold, 10 to 
15 key employees worked labeling 
the cans and putting them in 
boxes which were then loaded on 
the railroad car waiting on a 
siding outside the huge doors of 
the factory. 

Mr. Harris served as Mayor 
from 1920-22, School Board mem
ber for many years, and a bank 
director. After his marriage he 
joined the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and was 
baptized in a large vat at the 
canni ng factory as it was the 
winter season and the church had 
no bapt istry. He served as Sun
day School Secretary, Church 
Clerk, and Deacon until his 
death July 17, 1942. He was 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Ozark 
Canners Association for over 25 
years. 

On September 10, 1913, after 
a courtship of five years, he 
married Dorothea Campbell, 
daughter of Bean Cartmell and 
Betsie Todd Walker Campbell, at 
"Battle Mead," the Campbell 
home. He purchased a home on 
North Mock where their daughters 
Dr. Phoebe Todd Harris and Anne 
Lockhart HarriS LaRew still 
reside. 

Dorothea Campbell Harris was 
born June 10, 1887, in King and 
Queen County. VA, at IISo c i e t y 
Hill,lI the ancestral home of her 
grandparents, Dr. Bernard H. and 

J, P, Harris Residence, /.9/6 
(P. Harris Photo) 

Dorothea Bagby Walker. After 
living in Virginia, Florida, and 
New York City, she moved to 
Prairie Grove with her parents 
in 1901. She was one of the five 
members of the first graduating 
class of Prairie Grove High 
School in 1905. Before her 
marriage she taught school for 
eight years. Her first contract 
was at Illinois Chapel for three 
months. The Board was so pleased 
wi th her work that they managed 
to raise enough money to extend 
the term two additional months. 
She later taught at Viney Grove, 
Prairie Grove, and in 
Fayetteville where Professor 
Root was her Principal. 

Mrs. Harris joined the 
Christian Church in Virginia at 
an early age. In the local 
church she taught the Young 
Adult Class for years, sang in 
the choir (and at many weddings 
and funerals), and was active in 
the women's organizations. Her 
mother was instrumental in re
organizing the local church 
which had been inactive for 
years. Mrs. Campbell served as 
an elder and even preached when 
no minister was available. 

Mrs. Harris was a charter 
member and President of the PTA, 
Women's Study Club, and local 
chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy (UDC). She 
was also an officer in the local 
Cemetery Association and was the 
second person to serve as 
librarian in the local library 
when it was located in the 
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Legion Hut. During WII she was 
employed in the office of Fay
etteville City Ho~pltal, retir
ing in 1957 at the age of 70. 
She died October 31, 1981, in 
her 95th year. 

J. P. and Dorothea Harris had 
two daughters, Phoebe Todd and 
Anne Lockhart. Phoebe Todd holds 
a B.S. degree in Home Economics 
from Uni versi ty of Arkansas, 
Masters degree in Public 
Administration from Harvard 
University, and a Ph. D. degree 
in Family Economics and Home 
Management from Penn State 
Uni versi ty. After teachi ng a 
year in North Heights High 
School in Texarkana, AR, she 
joined the Arkansas Agricultural 
Extension Service where she 
worked as Home Agent in Hemp
stead, Randolph, and Pope 
Counties before becoming th'e 
Northeast District Home Agent 
for Arkansas. From 1953-57 she 
was in the Republic of Panama 
wi th the Uni versi ty of Arkansas 
Mission where she worked as the 
Associate of Panama's Director 
of Home Economics Program. 

After receiving her Ph. D. 
degree she joined the faculty of 
Mississippi State University 
(Starkville) as head of the Home 
Economics Research Department. 
Under her leadership a Home Eco
nomics teaching program was 
begun. She retired in 1984 as 
Professor Emeri tus and sti 11 
maintains a home in Starkville. 

Anne holds a B. S. degree in 
Business Administration from the 
University of Arkansas. After 
teaching a year in Fairview High 
School (Camden, AR), she moved 
to Shreveport where she worked 
for United Gas Corp. From 
January 1944 to May 1949, she 
was employed by the U. S. Navy 
Department at Headquarters, 15th 
Naval District, Balboa, Canal 
Zone. Upon her return to the 
States she moved to Midland, 
Texas, where she was employed by 
Bethlehem Supply Company. After 
the death of her husband, Wesley 
Alex LaRew, I I I , she moved to 
TUlsa, OK, where she is still 
employed by an independent oi 1 

and gas exploration and produc
ing company. 

Porty ,I. J. P, Horn's H,'me (no dote svsi lsbl«) 
front Roo, left to right.: nr», If, F, Thomp

son, !fiss Bess Pye,tt, nr«. C, R, !fobley, nr», 
V, 6, !fcCormick, fdith !fcKinney tctiila), nr«. 
H, N, Clendening, nr«. H, 0, Cummings, sr«. !f,ry 
L,ke; Second Roo: sr«, V, f, Bell , sr«. f, ~, 

Br,dsh,o, (11) unidenlified, nr«. J, C, Psrk», 
nr«, Sarah 6raham Roy, !fiss Betsey CampoeIl, 
nr«, 0, N, nccoretc«, nrs, Proctor Johnson, (/7) 
unidentified, sr«, Herber] CampoeIl, sr«, J, C, 
!fcKinney, nrs, Oscar Buller, sr«. R, V, !fa
gruder, 1221 unidentified, Virginia Hilderorand, 
Back Roo: nrs, J, P, Harris, !fiss !f,ude Rogers, 
sr«, Nora RoIlans, 1211 unidentified, nr« El Ls 
Barnett, sr«, !flnnie VOl'druff, srs, L, f, !fau
pin, nr«, If, L, Hilderor,nd, sr«. Oscar Oearing, 
nrs, 6eorge Va l Iece, sr«, Leon lroy and nr«. 
fred !feNea I, 

~H ITM IRE FAM ILY 

Lewis Stephens Whitmire was 
born in Rayburn County, Georgia, 
November I 1864. He drove a team 
of axen to Arkansas when he was 
15 years of age. He married Miss 
Cas,eady McHenry of Qu i ncy, III i
nois, in 1890. They moved to a 
farm west of Prairie Grove in 
the Tilley community in 1906, 
and were residents of this com
munity for over twenty years. 
They later lived in and around 
Prairie Grove. 

Nine children were born to 
this couple: Luther, L. H, 
(Dick), Austin, John, Gilbert, 
Oma (Rowden), Ora (Specht), 
Clara (Lockhart), and Ella 
(0' Brien) . Only three of the 
chi ldren survi ve at present: 
Ella O'Brien of Farmington, 
Clara Lockhart of Modesta, Cali
fornia, and Gi 1 bert, who 1 i ves 
with his Wife, Thelma, on a farm 
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Bock R,w, left 10 right: Luther ~hitmire, his
 
vi t» Elsie, Oick ~hi tni re, Oscar Whi isire, OA,.
 
Bo.den: l1iddle Row: Ora Specht, Clara iotrturt;
 
Fron] Row: John ~hitmire, 1. S, Whitmire
 
Ifather), Ella Obrien, Conzady llhitmire
 
I,,,,ther) 19h'
 

west of Viney Grove, 
Three of the brothers, Lu

ther, Dick and Gil bert, were 
farmers in thi 5 area their 
entire lives, 

Gilbert Whitmire married 
Thelma Beasley in 1937 and they 
have two children: Vincil II'hit
mire of Fort Smith, and Donna 
Sue Baker of LaPuenta, Cali
fornia. Vincil has three 
childr~n and Donna Sue has two, 

L, S. Whitmire died in 1941 
and his wife died in 1942 Both 
are buried in the Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

Birlhplace of ~utrr Wilson next to hORie of 
Tom and Pearl Hart on Parks street, l t was 
Ialer moved to present location north of 
Prairie Grove Telephone Companr on 110ck street, 

18une5 Photo) 

225 

1915 PHOTO 
8aa H'QII" £t t,1 ve FIll LIttle, fIll Csu.ile, 

f01l1 Csrne», ti i t! l'1~~nna!? BQb S,~a.!"!J:5, J!t15 

vrion«, 6eorg~ hsnnst»: 
Second ROil,!' i en« Little ~i,'k" R~~jph, Jc:ecrune 

Hannah. Toni s lidnna17 EUa 4',"lgN /1r5, h'lIl 
Carnel' not,..f;n'i 4 8e/.le ':"ve Je551e11.'bu,", 

Caudle. "taft::: ~/;a/7l5 

FrL'nt Row: [,-,1'u1a '\ 7 (3,".'78;', l l ov» Shams, 
Csrri e risrmet: [lCI':U'I' 5l'liWk5 /'fal'18 liannal , 

ii/V:: Ha!'l'ian !f:!t.J'7 :::/"?,'HS 4'1 }./ 1 2,1,' i1anr'.~M, 

(Bre.s tel' Pbot.o)SHOFNER 5ISTE.R.' 
:::edted, l ett !Q !'1ght,' Clsrs _·~ih1,"ne/', !far

g~r~t $t11.1(n~I'J St~n!J'lI7g,' ('fan' f!lj ~~nofl7el' 

Breit'st.e!', snd nvr t te Sbatner tut to», 



THE HENRY BARTHOLO~E~ FA~lLY 

By Phyllis Bartholomew Orr 

Henry was born in the 1600s 
in Holland. He came to America 
and settled near Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. His trade was 
blacksmithing. His four children 
were minors at the time of his 
death in 1740. Children: Peter; 
_Henry, born in Easton, FA (no 
year recorded> died in Lancaster 
County; John; and Nicholas. 

.Henry the second, also a 
blacksmith, married Elizabeth 
Shofsta11. Children: Mary, John, 
Henry, Elizabeth, .Joseph, born 
1780, died in Lancaster, PA 
August 22, 1834, Married 
Margaret Merchants on Apri 1 5, 
1807. Margaret: born 1785; died 
1871. Children: Samuel, .Andrew 
Jackson, born March 11, 1915, 
died en; married Margaret Scott 
March 29, 1838, Margaret born 
March 15, 1819, Children: James, 
Jane Elizabeth, .William Scott, 
born March 17, 1846, di ed 
October 21, 1917; Samantha, 
Thomas, John G,. Delphine, Isaac 
Newton, Benjamin F. <Isaac and 
Ben were twins), Thomas Martin. 

Andrew and Margaret were 
married in County Cork, Ireland. 
They left Ireland in 1846, be
cause of the continuous war 
between the Catholics and 
Protestants. Wi 11 iam Scott Bar
tholomew was born on the ship 
enroute from Ireland to America. 
His birth certificate reads, "An 
Irishman born at sea. .. The 
family settled in Steubenville, 
Ohio, on the Ohio River. Their 
living was made by having boats 
and ferries on the river, a mer
chandise store, a warehouse and 
a farm. 

When the Civil War was 
declared William Scott went in 
as a drummer boy I bu t soon 
picked up a gun from one of his 
slai n buddies and became a 
regular soldier. He participated 
inmost of the bat tIes of the 
war, and lost the sight of one 
eye. He was with Sherman's march 
to the sea. 

After the war he married 

Cornelia Elizabeth Mitchell, 
daughter of Captain James 
Kitchell, June 14, 1866, After 
their marriage thay want to 
Newton County, Missouri, to 
homestead, They left Missouri 
and settled in Arkansas near 
Strickler. Later they moved to 
Scott County, Arkansas, 30 miles 
south of Fort Smith. Mansfield 
was their post office. 

Cornelia Elizabeth Mitchell 
Bartholomew was born on Anril 6. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Confederate Veterans, photo taken at rrs ir ie 
srov» Battlefield Park, Left to rIght: S. 1'. 
Pittman, r. J. Baird, C. 6, Reag.n, Jake /IeCoy 
(grandfather of Layt<>n /lefoy), Joe VIi Iiams, 
James /I. Smith, GIbson nendric)», R, ~, Sharp, 
~b. Oixon, Sam Villiams, ~rNstrong Hendricks, 
Jasper Farmer, 8, ~, Carl, .nd ElIjah F, 8"0"'. 

***+:** 
1846, in Tennessee, She was a 
very prominent woman, involved 
in church and civic affairs. She 
was well-educated and a singer 
as well as a musician. She had 
two cousins who alternated as 
governor of Tennessee. The i r 
name was Tailer--one was a Demo
crat and the other a Republican. 
Cornelia was in finishing school 
in Gettysburg and was present 
when President Abraham Lincoln 
gave the Gettysburg Address. She 
died February 12, 1905, and was 
buried in Coop Prairie Cemetery 
in Kansfield, AR. 

Children born to William 
Scott and Cornelia were: 
.Charles Sheridan--born March 
22, 1867 in Newton County, MO; 
died June 7, 1947; Minnie, 
Theressa, Margaret Emily, Mary 
Alice, Ben Andrew, James Gar
field, William Vinton and Clif
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ford Irvin. 
After the death of Cornelia, 

William Scott married Etta Char
lotte Bullard, August 21, 1905. 
He was 59 years old at the time. 
Etta was born September 26, 1877 
in Alabama. She died May 24, 
1965 and is buried in Towsend
house Cemetery in Dade City, 
Florida. Children; Flay Eddie 
and Robley Evans. Wi 11 iam Scott 
was remembered as a ki nd I con
siderate family man. They moved 
to Florida as a member of the 
Zephrhills Colony Company which 
was a retirement community for 
Uni an Veterans. He was a member 
of the Grand Army of the Repub
lic, a society of men who fought 
for the North in the Civil War. 

While in Arkansas, William 
Scott helped build a lot of the 
origi nal Arkansas rai lroads. He 
was also a circuit rider. There 
were two kinds of circuit 
riders, ODe was a religious man 
who road a circuit (regular 
route) conduct i ng servicesj the 
other was a judge who road a 
circuit, hearing cases, William 
Scott was a preacher I so he was 
a religious cireui t rider. 
Preachers, often called back
woods preachers, began riding 
circuits in what is now the 
United States, during the 1760s. 
He was an Odd Fellow Lodge 
member in Abbott, Arkansas in 
1906. 

Wi 11 iam Scot t was a very 
patriotic man. He always played 
II taps" an his bugle. He was mus
ical, playing several instru
ments, and was an ordained Meth
odist preacher for 30 years. On 
October 21, 1817, he died of an 
apparent stroke at Zephrhills, 
Florida, and was buried there in 
Oasdie in the Civil War Veterans 
Plot. 

Charles Sheridan Bartholomew, 
a farmer, married Clara E. 'Wil
cox on August 2, 1888. Children; 
Claire O. _William Hamilton 
(Bi 11) born Septembr 10, 1892, 
at Strickler, AR and died Sep
tember 12, 1957; Elbert, Retta, 
Samantha (Mant), John Arthur, 
Ray. 

Children of Bill and Mae 

Bartholomew were: 
BEATRICE VIOLA, born Septem

ber 9, 1913, married R. B. Cope
land. One daughter, Anita 
Dar 1ene, born December 1, 1956, 
married Billy Walker; 

KENNETH REX (JACK), born 
November 7, 1914, married Marie 
Reeder. Daughter, Wanda Ruth, 
born January 28, 1937, married 
Leon Hudson. Children; Rickey, 
Rachel, Randall, Russell. 

Jack is now married to 
Marietta Ellison. Children; 

Carol Kenneth (Kenny> I 

born December 24, 1941, married 
Billie Wainwright. Children; 
Jackie, married Sjianr-a : 
daughter, Heather; Kelly married 
Phil Huff. Children; John 
Robert, died as an infant; 
Jennifer Lynn; and Kendra. 

William Luther <Bill>, 
born May 31, 1947. Married 
Vickie. Children: John, Lori, A. 
J .. 

j/JLLARD GARL, born June 12, 
1916, Married Cleta Pierce. 
Children; 

Barbara Jean, born 
September 2, 1940. Married Dean 
Goodhart. Children; Glenn, 
married Tina Phillips. Children; 
Crystal Glenn, Rachel Renae, 
Chad Deaoi Cynthia, married 
Rocky Dexter. Children; Barbara 
Rae and Patricia Ann ,twins), 
Nolan Dean and Cheri Lorraine. 
Cleta Marie married Bobby Mast. 
Daughter Caresa Lynne. Barbara 
is now married to Zed Dixon. 

Patricia Gale, born 
November 15, 1942, married 
Harold Dexter. Children; Drenda, 
married Bill Dodson. Son, Wesley 
Frank. wayne married Connie. 
Children; Khrista Gale, David 
Allen. Gale is now married to 
Rudy Geihl. 

Ricky Wayne, born November 
12, 1948, was married four 
times. Children: Patrick, Deena, 
Ricky, Billy, Christina. 

Garl Dee, born January 28, 
1953. Married Barb. Children; 
Roshell and Matthew. Dee is now 
married to Tamrni Staggs. 
Children; Jennifer Lynn and 
Brandon Alexander. 

WALLACE CARL, born June 12, 
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1916. Married Edna Deaton. 
Children: 

Kathleen Layerne, born 
February 20, 1936, married J. C. 
Allison. Children: John Sheri
dan, married Kathy Morgan. They 
have two children, Joshua Sheri
dan, and Jonathan. Deborah Jo
line married Keith Lunsford. 
They have a daughter, Brooke 
Allison; Mark Shane. 

Loretta Ga 1 e I born May 5, 
1939. Married Jackie Sparks. One 
daughter, Carlita Gale. 

Thomas Wesley, born Janu
ary la, 1946. Married Rosalita 
Fleeman. Children: Tammie Ro
chelle, married David Carterj 
and Todd Wesley. 

Carlis Lane, born October 
5, 1949. Married Annette Camp
bell. Children: Crystal Lane, 
Christina Lee, and Samantha Joe, 

(Wallace and Willard were 
twins, ) 

BERNICE MARIE, born July 10, 
1918, Married Roy Foren. 
Daughter: Donna Jean born Feb
ruary 16, 1944, married Roy Gene 
Franks, Children: Timothy Wil
liam, married Cheryl Johnson; 
Ladonna Jean, 

ARGIL CLETIS, born June 9, 
1921, Married Emma Bell Carney. 
Children: 

Phyllis Mae, born November 
26, 1938. Married Burl Orr, 
Chi 1 d r e n : Vanessa Mae and Bar
tholomew Burl (Bart); 

Billy Joe, born June 2, 
1940, Married Willene Neal. 
Children: Cary Lee, married Kart 
Jackson. Children: Dustin Lee, 
Dara Lynn. Dallas Jackson; Steve 
Joe, married Mary French. Son, 
Colt Logan; Mitchel Wade. 

Dwight Argil, born May 24, 
1952. Married Carolyn Latta. 
Children: Nicole Maurea, Clinton 
Dwight, Courtnie Reann. Dwight 
is now married to Kelley 
Richardson, 

HAROLD RAy' born September 2, 
1923. Married Maudileen Cates. 
Children: 

Jerry Allen, born March 5, 
1943. 

,Lames Ray, born April 17, 
1945, Married Debbie Oliver. 
Children: Christopher Ray, mar

ried Susan Oxford, Matthew 
James. 

Beyer]y Sue, born March 
17, 1947. Married John Lossing. 
Chi ldren: Stephanie, married 
David Attebury; Children: Susan, 
Doug. 

Dayid Leon, born January 
22, 1949. Married Linda LOSSing. 
Children: Bridgette, Kara, 
Candice. 

WILLIE, born July 12, 1929, 
died July 22, 1929. 

(Twin stillborn July 12, 
1929. ) 

NELLIE DEAN, born February I, 
1932. Marr ied J. B. Traylor. 
Children: 

Charles Michael, born 
November 8, 1951. Married Mari
anna Sellers. Children: Deanna 
Michelle, Scott Michael, Kimber
ly Elaine. 

Marsha Ann, born July 8, 
1955. Married Randy Smith. 
Children: Megan Renae and Amanda 
Michelle. 

A baby was born and died in 
between 1918-1921, which made 11 
chi ldren for Bi II and Mae Bar
tholomew. 

Bill made a living selling 
f r u i t , cutting railroad ties, 
owni ng a grocery store and post 
office at Strickler. After sell
ing the store, he bought the 
Washington County Sales Company 
(which is presently owned by 
Argi1 and son, Billy Joe). In 
addition ~o the Washington 
County Sale Barn, he also owned 
the ones at Rogers and Decatur 
(with Arg r l >. 

Bi II and May were lovers of 
gospel music. They sang profes
sionally on the radio as well as 
for personal enj oyment. Several 
of their children and grand
children also enjoy singing. 

I~ 1872 the Prairie (}rove 
Va.ll~y Agricult.ure a nd Mechani
cal Assn. wo.'=. organized, holding 
a fair in Pra.irie Grove Valley 
October 17-18, 1872. Officers: 
Samuel P. Pittman, president; 
Robert J. West and M. F. Lake, 
v ice presidents i J. J. Baggett, 
::secretary: B. F, Lofton, 
trea,surer. (Prairie Grove News) 
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T, J, BLAKEMORE FAMILY 

Thomas Johnson Bl e k e rnor-e was 
born in 1824 in Gallatin, Texas. 
He married Emiline Rutherford 
December 7, 1849. The following 

Children of Tho"as Johnson end Emel1"e 
Rulherh1rd BIakemore, Thomas J, .as the son of 
Lee Cage and Charlotte Johnson Bla/'e""re, Left 
10 Right: ~Mre. Jeckson, Tho"as Ifark, Lee 
Cage, Dona Blakeu/L're R055/ Csl vin Jessie, Jeses 
Ell iot i, sna Hugh Ftnle», One 5"", Dr, John 
Viii is», had a medical degree and jeft ~rkal1Sa5 

in 1874 or '75 and ... never heard tro», IThis 
pic lure .as taken in tront ot the ho"e "f 
TII""as If, BlakemMe in Prs ir i» Grove, The nous« 
"as m"ved I" an"ther I"cali"n a"d Ihe One SI"p 
Ifart is no" loteteo on lhis spot, 

(Bryan Photo.> 

children were born in Hogeve: 
John William Blakemore. born 

January 12, 1852, Obtained medi
cal degree. Left Arkansas in 
1874 or 75 and was never heard 
from. 

Andrew Jackson B1 akemore, 
born September 8, I AS?, Marrj ed 
Sadie Miller; children, Loren, 
Lester and Steven, Sadie died in 
childbir-th and steven died three 
months later. Andrew later mar
ried Annette Martin, daugh~er of 
Henry Clay and Frances Elizabeth 
Combs Martin; c h i Ldr-e n , Forbus. 
Bessje, Emmett, Effie, Eva and 
Frances. They lived in Summer
field. Texas. and were farmers. 

Thomas Mark Blakemore, mar
ried Jane Pickett Allan; 
children. Emma, Charles Andrew, 
Amelia, William Allen, Nora 
Grace, RalQigh, and James Frank-

Cslvi» Je5511! and Ollie Belle Dearing Blake
sore «itt. sons Ralpll (,'Ieman Blake..ire and W1I
lia" turion Bla/'emore, probably tsken around 
/B.9", (Bryan Pholo) 

lin. He wac::, a t3rI!lf'?Y'. 

Lee Cage Blakemore. married 
Susan Du n c a n : children, Ma~gie) 

Ee r- I and Findley. He wa:.::; a 

farmer in Spokane, Washin~ton. 

Fredonia (Dona) B~akemore, 

married lJi J 1 t e m Ross: had t wo 

., 
r . \ 

.rtt,1
!'L,.M!1 

Ses ted; Chrish'phel' Columbus Deanng and lsa 
BeIIe sewer Oearing: Sianding: Ollie BeIIe 
Oearing Blakem"re and Leu Oearing Ifc(,'nneII, 

(Bryan Ph,'lo.> 
children, both died in infancy. 
Farmed in Oak D~le, Vashington. 

Calvin Jesse Blakemore, mar
ried Ollie Belle Dearing: had 
three children, Marion, Ralph 
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and Johnny. Johnny died in in
fancy, Farmer in Prairie Grove 
area, 

James Elliott Blakemore, mar
ried Belle Carney. He was a 
doctor in Van Buren, AR. No 
chi ldren, but had a great part 
in the raising of Loren and Les
ter Blakemore (nephews) whose 
mother died when they were very 
young. Lester became a prominent 
attorney in Sapulpa, OK, and 
Loren was a minister. 

Hugh Fi nley Blakemore, mar
r i ed Cora Hodges. Chi 1 dren were 
Minnie, Myrtle, Thomas, Shelby, 
James Olen, Beatrice and Jack. 
L1.ved in Prairie Grove area and 
was a farmer. Later moved to 
Liberal, KS, and operated the 
Ideal Grocery chain in Oklahoma 
and Kansas. 

H""e of cstvin Jesse and Ollie Belle OearIng 
Blakemore, 2-1/2 NIles lIol'lh of Hog Eye. Left 
t" RIght: firs! man unident i t ied, Ralph Coleman 
81alemore, /Ii 11iam lIarIM Blakemore, Calvin 
Jesse and Ollie Belle B1ake.ore. Probably in 
the eQl'ly l.qOils. IBryan Ph,'to) 

THE CRUSE FA~ILY 

Theophi 1 us Lacy was born in 
New Kent County, Virginia in 
1736, the son of Henry and 
Angelica Lacy. In 1759 he mar
ried Martha Cocke in Amelia Co., 
Va. She was the daughter of 
Abraham and Mary Batte Cocke. 

Theophilus and Martha Cocke 
Lacy reared seven children. 
Their son, John Lacy and his 
first wife, believed to be Jane 
Rogers, are progen! tors of the 
Cruse-Lacy descendants, among 
others. The Cruse-Lacy lineage 
starts wi th Hopki ns Lacy, I I who 
was the father of Martha Lacy 

Cruse. born March 26. 1851, and 
several other children. 

Martha Lacy was born in 
Morgan County, Al"'bllJ1lli, preeum
ably near Lacy's Spring, in 
1834. On March 26, 1851, she 
married William M. Cruse in Mad
ison County, Alabama. William M. 
Cruse was born in Tennessee in 
1827. The Washington County, 
Arkansas, Census of 1860 lists 
William Cruse, 33, a farmer, 
born in Tennessee, wife, Martha, 
28, born in Alabama. Children: 
Susan, daughter, and Alexander, 
son, born in Alabama; William, 
son, born in Arkansas. This 
indicated that the Cruse fami ly 
moved to Cane Hill no later than 
1859. 

The William Cruse family 
1 i ved Just North of the i nter
section of the New Hope (Greasy 
Valley) and the Cane Hill-Fay
etteville roads. During the 
Civil War their house was burned 
by Union soldiers. All that was 
saved was a few clothes and a 
featherbed. Martha and the 
children carried these to the 
Mitchell home nearby. Nothing is 
known about where the Cruse fam
ily lived during the remainder 
of the War. 

After the ~ar, William bought 
a farm at Apple Hi 11 near the 
settlement now called White 
Church. There the Cruses reared 
their family and ~illiam lived 
out his life. Martha Lacy Cruse 
spent her last years in the home 
of Susan Cruse Henbest and her 
husband, John A. Henbest, her 
daughter and son-in-law, at Mt. 
Comfort. Date of ~illiam's death 
is unknown. Martha Lacy died in 
1916. Both are buried in Prairie 
Grove Cemetery. 

Alexander Cruse, called Alex, 
was born February II, 1856, in 
Alabama, the son of William M. 
and Martha Lacy Cruse, and moved 
wi th his parents to Cane Hi 11 
about 1859. On January 13, 1878, 
Alex Cruse married Lucy Crawford 
at Cane Hi 11. She was the 
daughter of Andrew and Rachel 
Tinnons Crawford. They bought a 
farm at Apple Hill adjoining 
that of his father, and were ac
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tive members of the Cane Hill 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
as long as they 1 i ved on the 
farm. This was the first Cumber
land Presbyterian Church built 
in Cane Hill Township and was 
located in the "White Church" 
community. 

Alex and Lucy reared twelve 
children. The first six were 
born on the farm at Apple Hi 11 
and the others were born at 
Prairie Grove after their par
ents moved there in 1889. It is 
not known what profession 
prompted Alex Cruse to move to 
Prairie Grove. During the time 
the family lived there, however, 
Alex Cruse served as Constable 
of Prairie Grove Township for at 
least four years and as City 
Marshall for two years. He also 
served on the local school board 
for fourteen years, 

In 1906 the Alex Cruse family 
moved to Fayettevi lIe where he 
was a member of the police force 
and served as Chief of Police 
for a number of years. He 
retired from the police force 
a bout 1926 and he and Lucy re
turned to the farm at Apple 
Hill. Lucy died in 1938, prob
ably about 81 years of age. Alex 
died in 1950 at the age of 94. 
Both are buried a t : Prairie 
Grove. 

Children of the Alex Cruse 
family were; Nannie Leila, 1879
1919; Lacy Neal, 1881-1901; 
Wi 11 iam Al fred, 1882-1888; Ola 
Kate, 1884-1972; Clara Alice, 
1886-1954; Martha Rachel, 1888
1959; Maurice Theodore, 1890-?; 
Mary Emma, 1892-1965; Elizabeth 
Ruth, 1894-1959; Alexander, 
1896-1931; Robert Hugh, 1898
1965; Rufus Merle, 1899-1946. 

6"IMI'JIlq al Baillefield Park 

WISWELL FAMILY 

George Ellis Wiswell, Sr. 
and Ida Rosetta Beck were 
married June 28, 1910 at Salem. 
Kissouri. George was the son of 
Henry Wiswell and Nancy Hayhurst 
Wiswell, and was born at Green 
Forest, Arkansas, December 15, 
1891. Ida Rosetta Wiswell was 
the daughter of Henry and Ida 
Beck, and was born at Colcord, 
Okl ahoma, an December 8, 1895. 
Her mother died at her birth and 
Ida was reared by a Wilson fam
ily at Green Forest. Arkansas. 
They were parents of one son, 
George E. Wiswell, Jr. who was 
born at Pangburn, Arkansas, Aug
ust 29, 1914. 

George Wiswell, Sr., grew up 
dt Green Forest and worked as a 
printer's devil ce ppr e n t.tce : for 
the Green Forest Tri bune, pub
1 i shed by Er tie A11 red. He f 01
lowed the printing and publish
ing trade his entire business 
life, working in ArkJnsa'~, .-Ikla.-

horna a nd MissCJuri, before coming 
TU pJ"alrle (]rove. 

While attending high school 
at Eureka Springs, G. E. met 
Essie Mae Burrow, also a student 
there. They were married June 
25, 1934, shortly after she 
graduated from high school. 

Essie Mae, daughter of Good
win H. and Lillie Mae Reagan 
Burrow, was born at Cordell, 
Oklahoma, June 30, 1917. She 
moved to Eureka Springs with her 
parents and younger sister, 
Charlene, in 1929. 

After their marriage at 
Eureka Springs, G. E. and Essie 
Wiswell moved to a farm near 
Springdale, and later to a farm 
Horth of Prairie Grove, where 
their first child, a son, Donald 
Lee, was born January 18, 1936. 

The Wiswell familles moved to 
Prairie Grove and establIshed 
the Prairie Grove Enterprise 
November 19, 1936. The newspa per 
was a fami 1 y busi ness and mem
bers shared responsibility and 
work. George Sr. retired in 1956 
crnd G, E. and Essie assumed 
ownership of the business. Ida 
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Wiswell died July 10, 1950, and 
her husband, George Wiswell, 

died June 29, 19'70. Ida IHswell 
is buried in Prairie Grove Ceme
tery. George Wiswell is buried 
in Lincoln Cemetery with his 
second wife, Lillian, Lillie 
Burrow died October 25, 1940, 
and was buried at Cordell, Okla
homa; G. H. Burrow died at West
ville, Oklahoma, May 10, 1950, 
and was buried at Westville. 

Sue Ann \tii swell, a daughter, 
was born to G, E. and Essie Wis
well on May 26, 1941, at the 
Elizabeth Hospital in Prairie 
Grove. She married George Robert 
<Br e-t ' Campster June 10, 1959. 
Her chi l d r e n are Scott Campster 
of Gardner, Kansas, and Selena 
and Stephanie Carnpster of 
Olathe, Kansas. Scott married 
Nan Kirsch of Olathe, and has 
two l:hildren, Danna and Tyson. 

Both Donald and Sue Wiswell 
are graduates of Prairie Grove 
High School. Donald graduated 
from the University of Arkansas 
wi th a degree in mechanical 
engineering and presently works 
in Ponca City. He married Mary 
Lou Pitts in 1957 and they are 
par-e rrt s of tbree children, Mark 
of Joplin, Missouri, and Paula 
Wl:=:well and LC1LI A.Il11 Icu r r t e I 01 

Ponc.a City; and six grand
children, Donald ])resently lives 
iTt Ponrd City with his wife, 
Mau~·o-::::nt:' 

The Wiswells have been active 
in all Prairie Grove community 
act i vi t t es . They are me rube ra of 
the Uni ted Mt'thodist Church and 
have served there in many ca
pasities, G, E, served on the 
Prairie Grove school board for 
16 years, he was a member of the 
Prairie Grove City Council, as a 
councilman and later as recorder 
for :many years; member of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, a 
charter member of the Lions 
Club, the Trades Day Associa
tion, a past master of the Ma
sonic Lodge and past worthy 
patron of the DES. 

Essie served as president of 
the Parent-Teachers Association, 
Mother Advisor of the Prairie 
Grove Rainbow Assembly, Cub 

Scout Den Mother, past matron 
and present associate matron of 
the Prairie Grove Gh~pterl Order 
of the Eastern Star. 

When the Pr~irie Grove Enter
prise was sold in 1971, G. E. 
retired and Essie began work for 
the City of Prairie Grove as 
bookkeeper and cashier of the 
Prairie Grove Water Department. 
She changed to part-time work in 
1982, and retired June 30, 1988. 

The Wiswells are devoting 
much of 1988 to preparation and 
publishing of the Prairie Grove 
Centennial History Book. 

*;~**~'~* 

-o: (·,£RSIF.'(.'l' Tf ON cJiRL S' " 

Top rov, len. to r iqnt: l1ar,.v I,)t:an l'fagl"lldt:I', 
Lucy CIlJ!Alings, tuc i I te norion. Frdrct:s (ann, 
Jesme Barl7/:!s, Jsum is Nes l , LUCIlle O~'~n5,' 

I'tlddl/:! rL1"1: JJ!IIfllle 8:?Ji Gelgei'l Georgu Bsrro», 
4f11]1I7e For res l, Hazel BaJ'nes/ Ha:el Lee, Cleo 
Cntcht'ield; 8L1tt0fl1 rL'4J: Leola Sharp, Blanche 
,fest, I'fa'\'"ln/:! Bagget.!, Eul s Ba!'n~5, LOIS Peerso» 
illue Psssue, 0111/:! Barnes, (Norwood Photo) 

PICrlNG DAISIES FOR WEDDING 

Picking ddlsJes dt GrandPd ThoMdS' tsr» (by 
the Old Spring.! for Aa/hIeen Carl's wedding (to 
Jet] Huldn.!. Lett to Right: Li11u» stsctturn, 
K·athIeen csrt, Grdd,v Hel», Katherine 8Iukbul'n, 

Betty VeI.d 8uchdndn. (Bdker rnot») 
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R, 0, HANNAH 

By Judy Jones Carter 

Robert Owen Hannah, born May 
24, 1836, Benton County, Tennes
see, was the youngest son of 
John F, Hannah and Annie Grace 
(Telford> Hannah. He was a resi 
dent of Washington County, 
Arkansas for over 50 years and 
at one time was its County 
Judge, In 1862 he enlisted in 
Co, F 19th Tennessee Army, CSA, 
and participated in the battles 
of ChiCkamauga, Missionary Ridge 
and Lookout Mountain. He was 
captured by the Federals at Mill 
Creek, Georgia and imprisoned at 
Rock Island, Illinois for 15 
months, 

He left Tennessee for Arkan
sas in 1867, He, along with his 
father, three brothers, Thomas 
Alexailder, Andrew Vance and John 
Harvey; and one sister, Jane 
McConnell Hannah Skelton, set 
tled near Prairie Grove, One 
sister, Miriam Elizabeth Hannah 
Stephenson I and one brother, 
George Whitfield Telford Hannah, 
remained in Tennessee, 

R, 0, Hannah married Susan 
Ann Pearson who 1 i ved near 
Prairie Grove. Her parents were 
Eli and Elizabeth Pearson who 
had moved to this area from 
Madison County, Kentucky, He was 
owner and operator of a general 
store at Hogeye for several 
years, At the time of his death 
<1921> Judge Hannah was presi
dent of the Prairie Grove 
Milling Company, a Justice of 
the Peace, and Commander of the 
local Confederate Veterans Post, 

The children of R, O. Hannah: 
John Absalom <died young>; Mar
tha M. William Franklin Phil 
lips, lived in Texas; William 
Blount <died young>; Owen 
Whitfield <died young>; Mary m. 
W. H. Maddox; Emma Jane m, Al
bert Dearing; Grace Elizabeth m. 
George Wallace; LaNora Lou m. 
Claud Carney; James Berry m. 

Vera Taylor; Robert Olen m. Beu
lah Bain; Maggie May m, Frank 
Council; Clara Helen m, Raleigh 
Blakemore. 

In August each year, the Han
nah Family Reunion is held at 
Prairie Grove. This is attended 
by a large number of Hannah 
descendants from allover the 
United Sta·tes, including de
scendants of the brother and 
sister of R, O. Hannah who re
mained in Tennessee. 

Descendants of R. O. and 
Susan Ann Hannah living in the 
Prairie Grove area today are 
grandchildren, great-grand
children, great-great-grand
children, etc. They are Hugh 
Carney. Howard Carney, Mary Sue 
Carney Janes, Frank Glen Blake-
more I Grace Maddox Ramsey, 
Louise Hannah Estes, JUdy 
Carter, Carolyn Carney, Janette 
Hall, Nancy Estes Nations, Bill 
Ramsey, Harold Dean Ramsey, 
Clinton Dearing, Jimmy Dearing, 
Elizabeth Watson, Phillip 
Clement, Molly Dean Ashley, 
Jerry Donald Jones, Gerri 
Kilpatrick, Ricky Clement, 
Rachel Kilpatrick, Adam Kil
patrick, Darrell Prater, Dennis 
Prater, Darla Trout, Sharee Ram
sey, Russell Ramsey, Graham Na
tions, Holly Nations, Janet 
Estes, Peter G. Estes, Jr. , 
Linda Barnes, Stacey Barnes, 
Shawn Barnes, Keith Blakemore, 
Jason Trout, Tracy Trout, Jus
tin Carter, Betsy Hall, Neal 
Hall, Aimee Hall, Nathan Prater, 
Logan Prater, Brooke Prater, 
Cynthia Prater, Scott Blakemore, 
and Shawn Blakemore. 

ROSS FA~ILY 

Fountain P. Ross and Mar
garet Ross were early Washington 
County residents and lived at 
one time in the area southeast 
of Prairie Grove where Eddie 
McClelland and family now live. 

Their son, Gregg, married 
Dean Simpson. They had two sons, 
Clyde Ross and Fount Ross, both 
born in Prairie Grove. Clyde was 
5~ years old when his mother 
died. 

Gregg Ross then married Maude 
Cannon, They lived in Farmington 
then at Illinois Chapel com
muni ty. Gregg and Kaude had ten 
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more chi 1dren. One of these is 
Faye Phillips who lives near 
Lincoln. 

Clyde and Fount grew up in 
Prairie Grove and attended 
Prairie Grove High School. In 
1~3~ Clyde Ross married Melba 
Vlhi te, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis Vlhite of Durham. They had 
one son, Joe, born in P'r a i r te 
Grove in 1936. 

The f ami 1 y moved to 
California where Clyde worked 
first for Swift's Packing Com
pany in San Francisco, then 
moved to Snelling, California, 
Where he worked for a Gold 
Dredging Company during Vlorld 
Vlar I I . 

They returned to Prairie 
Grove in 1946 and moved to a 
farm to raise c a f-t.Le . then to 
town where Clyde followed the 
plumbing trade until about six 
years ago. 

The y have one son, Joe Ross, 
who married Shirley Ramsey, and 
they presently live in Fort 
Smi t n . J O~ and Shirley have 
three chjJdren and eight 8rand
children. Clyde and Melba also 
r e t ee d 'Mel be ' 5 niece and nephew, 
Jean Ann Vlebb Cripps of Tulsa, 
and Jerry Vlebb of Cane Hill. 
Jean Ann has two children and 
one grandchild. Jerry has two 
sons, Bryan and Colburn. 

Clyde Ross died January 7, 
1988, and is buried in Prairie 
Grove Cemetery. 

M. F. ROLLANS 

KcGi 11 French Roll ans was 
born in Prairie Grove Janu~ry 

13, 1870, and spent his entire 
1 o whe r-ei f here he was a pro
gressive and successful farmer, 

He married Miss LaNora Dean 
and they were parents of three 
sons, Dean, Harold and McGill, 
The family lived on a farm Vlest 
of Prairie Grove. Dr. and Mrs. 
Ben Hall and family presently 
own the Rollans farm. 

McGill Rollans died July 5, 
1928, after sustaining several 
broken ribs and internal injur
ie5 in an attack from a bull. 
Dr, M, E. Foster, a Fort Smith 

surgeon was brought by airplane 
to Fayetteville to perform the 
emergency surgery on Rollans, 
b~t ~eath followed shortly. 

THE DELAP FAMILY 

(From" family history written 
by Eddie Delap in 1952, while" 
student ~t Prairie Grove Higb 
School. ) 

At the turn of the century 
when a fast-growing America 
entered the nineteenth century, 
there came to America a French 
f amil y wi th si x boys. The f ami
ly's name was de Lapp. The fami
ly settled in Pennsylvania, and 
as the boys grew i n t o manhood. 
they scattered over the country 
in search of a new land and a 
new hope. 

One of their descendants 
lived with his family on a 40
acre farm near Knoxville, Ten
nessee. Times were hard and the 
family was forced to trade their 
farm for a horse. They migrated 
to Southern Iowa where they 
lived for a while, then on 
southward to a small town named 
Cane Hill, Arkansas. Tired and 
weary from their journey by 
covered wagon, they stopped to 
rest. 

Cane Hill was a beautiful 
place, with its gushing springs, 
huge trees and rich farmland. 
This was the place they were 
searchi ng for. It was my great
grandfather who bought land 
there for $5.00 an acre. 

There is an old story that my 
great-grandfather1s brother, 
when leaVing Iowa, broke off a 
willow switch to drive the 
horses with. Vlhen they bought 
land in Cane Hill, he stuck this 
switch in the ground near a 
creek bed. It grew into a huge, 
shapely, old willow tree. For 
many years it stood as a memari
Um of their old home in Iowa. 

Vlith the help of neighbors 
these brave settlers cleared 
their land and built a small 
frame house. Remain::::> of the old 
chimney can still be seen there. 
The family worked hard and 
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raised apples and small crops of 
other fruit. The family name 
changed to Delap. 

A son, Henry Delap, married a 
neighborhood girl, Emma Pearson, 
and bought an adjoining farm. 
Their home was below a beautiful 
bluff which had a spring gushing 
from it. Henry and Emma had ten 
children, one of whom died of 
typhoid fever. Henry died in 
1901, leaving his wife and nine 
chi Ld r e n , 

One of their sons, Joseph A., 
married Harriet Jones of Lin
coln. They lived for a while in 
Cane Hi 11 with his mother. They 
later bought property West of 
Prairie Grove, next to the Muddy 
Fork Creek. Six boys and one 
girl were born into this family. 

Owen Delap married Jimmie 
Bell Geiger. Owen held a govern
ment job and they lived near 
Washington, D.C., for many years 
before retiring. They returned 
to Prairie Grove and built a 
home on North Summitt Street. 
They had three children, Charles 
William, who died in 19?2; 
Richard (Dick) of Woodbridge, 
VA, and Suzie (Mrs. John) Mur
ray, of Greensboro, N,C. and 
six grandchildren. 

Clyde Delap, married Irene 
Dodson. Clyde served as a rural 
mail carrier until his retire
ment. He was active in Boy Scout 
and Rainbow organizations. They 
had one son. Jim. who. works at 
the Uni versi ty of ArkJinsas and 
they live in Prairie 'Grove. He 
married Kathryn Bidwell, and 
they have two children, Joe and 
Joann. Clyde died in 198? and 
Irene continues to live in their 
home on North Mock Street. 

Harry Delap, married Thelma 
Tate. Harry (Bill) was a carpen
ter and an electrician, and they 
lived in Prairie Grove all their 
married life. Bill died Septem
ber 26, 1985, and Thelma c on-: 
tinues to live in their home on 
North Neal Street. They have one 
<o n , Eddie, who pr(::~5el:ltl', ..L.ve' 
in Albuquerq,.:e, ~. 

Louise Thornton was a school 
teacher for many years. Upon re
tirement she moved t.c Springdale 

and presently lives with her 
daughter, Marybelle (Mrs. Reuben 
Blood). Marybelle has three 
children and two grandchildren. 

Lawrence married Catherine 
Peake. He died May 9, 19?9. 

Joe Delap married Ella Speed
lin of Prairie Grove, Joe worked 
in research for Phillips Petrol
eum in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
until his retirement. They had 
four children and two grand
children. 

Darwin Delap married Imogene 
Hutchenson. He worked for Phil 
lips Petroleum Co, in Kansas 
City. They had two children and 
four grandchildren. Since Dar
win's retirement they make their 
home at Fayetteville. 

FOOTNOTE: Eddie Delap, who 
graduated from Prairie Grove 
High School in 1954, was the 
1ast of a genera t i on whi ch 
started when Clyde Delap started 
to school in 1912. For 42 years 
after Clyde began school, Prair
ie Grove School was never wi th
out a Delap. Eight boys compiled 
a total of 96 years in Prairie 
Grove Schools. 

BREWSTER FAMILY 
Jeremiah Brewster was born ill 

1808 in Eastern Tennessee. His 
wife, Barsheba, was born in 
North Carolina in 1812. They 
came to Cove Creek, Washi ngton 

DI', and /1,1'5. J ,11, Bre~r5fer 

cisrs Shofner house bull I in 1893 on P'r,s 
street, E.sI of Ihe present ho"e of S.,..h CsrI , 
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County, Arkansas about 1849, 
Jeremiah Brewster was ap

poi nted poatmaat e r March 14, 
1855 at Cove Creek, then known 
as Greenvi lIe. He was a farmer 
and carpenter by trade, but 

VIVian, Gordon and R@ba Br@.st@r, children 
of Dr, and sr« J, H, Br@.stn, (Bre.stn Photo) 

represented his district in the 
State Legislature in 1858-1859, 
Jeremiah and his wife, Barcheba, 
were both buried in the 
Brewster-Simpson Cemetery on the 
old Simpson homestead on the 
Cove Creek Road, 

Their children were: Rebecca, 
born 18'34 in Tennessee, Married 
James S. Rodgers, April 24, 
1853; 

w'i 11 t am S. Brewster. born in 
Tennessee, 1836. Marr i ed Martha 
Miranda Strickler; 

Lafayette Brewster, born in 
Tennessee, 1838, Married Eliza
beth Jane Simpson on December 1, 
1859, Born in 1843 in Arkansas, 
she was the daugh~er of John 
Simpson, They lived in the Cove 
Creek area for a time but moved 
to Cane Hill to be near the Cane 
Hill College, They bought the 
Carnahan place there, Lafayette 
served f our years in t he Con
federate Army and was wounded in 
the Battle of Jenkins Ferry, 

Hi ram Brewster, born December 
31, 1842 in Tennessee, Died 
1932; 

Adaline Brewster, born in 
Tennessee I 1845; 

Mary Evaline Brewster, bern 
in Tennessee, 1840 i died 1920, 
buried in Prairie Grove Ceme

tery. 
<Above information is from 

Flashback, published by V1ashing
ton County Historical Society, 
The following is taken from the 
Brewster family Bible,) 

Children of Lafayette Brew
ster and Elizabeth Jane Simpson: 

Annie and Henry <twins), born 
June 20, 1861; Arthur, born June 
20, 1866; Dollie, born January 
5, 1868; Orrin, born February 
20, 1869; Boudinot, born July 
12, 1871; Jeremiah <called 
Babe), born September 1, 1873; 
Hugh, born April 20, 1876; 
Frank, born Oct ober 21, 1877; 
and Fannie j born September 19, 
1881, 

Henry <Dr, J, H.) Brewster 
married Ella Shofner December 
23, 1890. Their children were: 
Gordon Wallace, born December 
24, 1894, died 1946; Vivian, 
born Ap r r j 18, 1897, died 1979; 
and Rebecca, born June 1900, 

Lucille Brunk, second daughtn of John and 
/lary Brunk, (Br@.stn Ph"to) 

died 1927, 
Vivian Brewster married VI, H. 

<Bi 1]) Bagget t, you ngest son of 
J, J, Baggett, W, H, Baggett 
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born In 1.1102, 
(8rewster Photo) 

died in 1947. They had two 
daughters: 

Dariene Baggett married Hay
ward Lawrence. They had one son, 
Gary (Rusty); and one grandson. 
Haywood died and Dariene is now 
married to Julian Richards. They 
live in New Orleans. ; 

Billie Lou married Bryce Rad
a baugh. They have a son, James 
Brewster, and a daughter, 
Malinda, who live in Matoon, 
Illinois. 

Vivian died in Port Char
lotte} Florida, in 1979. 

Rebecca married David Minor, 
They had a daughter, Betty J 0 

Whorton, who lives in Pittsburg l 

Texas. Rebecca died in child
birth in 1927. Her infant son 
also died and both are buried in 
Prairie Grove Cemetery, 

Gordon married Lucile Brunk, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Brunk. Gordon was a registered 
pharmacist and worked for the 
Sterling Drug in Prairie Grove 
for many years. They had one 
son, John Hen,y, who wa5 bo,n in 
1926 in Prairie Grove. 

John Brewster married Karleen 
Roberts in 1947. She grew up in 
Madison County. They have lived 
in Prairie Grove their entire 
married lite and are "parents of 
five '-:.:hildren, 

Jobn Henry Brewster, /8 nI'.7nths c1h-T1 held by
 
"/fdR/aw lt 8l'Unk, (Brevets» rnoto)
 

John David, born 1948; 
Michael Gordon, born 1950; 
Richard Lynn, born 1954; Kath
ryn Jane Brewster Ashley, born 
1955; and Patricia Brewster 
Hyler, born 1960. John David, 
Kathy and Pat live in Prairie 
Grove; Richard lives in Talala, 
Oklahoma, and Michael lives in 
Tampa, Florida, John and Karleen 
have eleven grandchildren, 

¥-¥¥-\-¥-¥ 

A1LCJth(?r c o rrrp.x n v o r o rj..h e n 
c bt Ld r e n a ir a ve o in ?!"""'a.lri!:o 
;jrove- Er Lda v , S'e pte rnbc r- .::;e-.i, 

11:)15: and. we r e t,i3kE:n to the 
Opera H01JSe where a large crowd 
had ,s-ai:hered. In th'? c ompe nv 
were thref'<:ir Is and eip:bt boys 
Homes were found t or all. 
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FAMILY OF JOHN R, PHILLIPS 

By Bessie Mae Bryan 

John R, (Jack) and Sarah 
Belle Crowe were married August 
G, 1BB2, They lived in Hogeye 
all their married life and are 
buried in the Howell Cemetery. 
Sarah Belle died March 12, 1942, 
and John R. died January 10, 
19'51, 

Bacl Row, Lefl 10 Right: «lbert Phillips. 
tus wife LOUisa, Olvy PhilliPS Re inalds, Louisa 
Jane PhilliPS, and Haltie Elizabeth rbst l ip«. 
Front Row, Left 10 Right: James W, Phil I iPS, 
Sarah Bell (row PhilliPS, ~rgyle PhilliPS, John 
R, iJsct) PhilliPS, Louisa Aennan 'srena
mother ~ C1'04', (Bryan Ph~1tCl,) 

Their children were: 
Albert Herman. born 1884, 

died 1959 in Tul ~3a, Oklahoma. 
Married Lou t sse Walker in 1904. 
Their children we r e Va l t v Floyd, 
Jennie Ruth and Ida Belle. 

James Will t e m. born 18B5, 
died 190'3, Married Nellie Ann 
(Chan,:-:e) McClelland in 1906. 
Children, Sylvia Belle, Loyd 
Wi11iam~ Clarence, Ruby Ellen, 
Louella. Nel 1 1e Irene. 

Olivie Cordelia, born 1887, 
died 1959. Married John Louis 
Reinold in lQOB, Their children 
were Ernrna Belle, Ora, Sadie, 
Lillian. Marvin Leslev, and Ron
ald Louis. 

Louisa Jane, born 18BB, died 
1965. Married Theodore Francis 
Reinold in 190'5. Children: Opal 
May, Ernest Lou is, and Ru by 
Marie. 

Hattie Elizabeth, born 1890, 
died 1948. Married James Everett 
McClelland in 1906, Children: 

William Archie, Reta Belle, Jack 
Roscoe, Goldie Gertrude, and 
Geraldine. 

Al"gyl~, born 1599, died 1952. 
Married Henry Faye McNeely in 
1918, Children: Raymond Lesley, 
Myrtle Elaine, Melba Dean, and 
Randall Lawrence. 

Parents of John R, Phillips 
were John R. and Rebecca Phil
lips, They settled on a home
stead in Billingsley, Arkansas, 
now known as Moffett or Hog-eye. 
John R, had three brothers and 
two sisters. Rebecca's parents 
were William and Louisa Kennan 
Crow. She was born at War Eagle. 
and bad eight brothers and 
sisters. 

Being a great-granddaughter 
of John R, and Sarah Belle 
(Crow) Phillips, and a grBnd
daughter of James William Phil
1 ips, I have many fond memori ess 
of this family. We were always a 
very close f e rni 1 y and had many 
family gatherings, 

Direct descendants liVing in 
Prairie Grove at this time in
clude: Louella (Mrs. Russell) 
Cate, Ruby (Mrs. Ernest) Gibney, 
I rene (Mrs, Fred) Bart 1 e t. t, Bes
sie Mae Bryan, Lill ian (Mrs. 
Raymond) Blakemore, Shirley 
(Mrs. Vernon) London, Jack 
McClelland, e rid Goldie (Mrs, 
Raymond) Martin, 

*,'t**** 

The old Sarah Shofner sol Isns home which was 
l ocsted 3/4 nile North.-st of I,/)~ present home 
of Or, and firs, Ben Hsl I, (HelD! Photo) 

In 18GO, 43, 125 pounds of to
bacco was grown in Washington 
County. 
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MCI:ENZIE FAMILY
 

Ifr/'EN.lIE f.~4/'ffLY.' F~~'r! rOil',' !'fat iids "ftken l(·len:;:: fac·\' !'~'~': [)~r: 

:ie John !fcren:.:e, SUSie !'ftfe/~Zle. ,lrfa!.,':..'! e -:~'lCfl:~l/:, ~If/lla~! (8:if I 

!11ddl.: R(.11J/: .?rd tro» 112ft: Nettle !1tAenzJe nctenz:e i RQr 's qrsncnottier, Sdl'JI1 /fC!\~,'7..: 1~,' 

(Rr..'v"f[re,7;n'e /s rotber ', .:i'd r'1'r)!11 teti : Susie nen 3[,"f..'55 tne bad are /)!'Qthel'5,(/'fc~en:leP,'~)tci'-
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~(KENZIE FAMILY 

John and Suzie McKenzie, 
grandparents of Roy McKenzie, 
were married in 1848 in Illinois 
and came by ox team to Arkansas. 
They homesteaded on 80 acres of 
government land southeast of 
Prairie Grove in what is now 
known as the Illinois Chapel 
Community. They later bought 200 
additional acres and raised 
their family there. 

One of their sons, George. 
married Nettie Bowles in 1894 
and lived on the old homeplace. 
George and Nettie were parents 
of five chil d r e n , one of whom 
was Roy McKenzie. Roy and Lil 
lian Campbell were married in 
1932 and lived on the old home
stead while raising three 
daughters, Sue Owens of Little 
Rock; Colleen Knowles (de
ceased) , and Jean Parker of 
Marlborough, Connecticut. The 
McKenzies have five grand
children. 

In addition to farming and 
raising cattle, Roy McKenzie has 
been an auctioneer for many 
years. They bought a home on 
West Graham Street in 1977 and 
moved to town, but retain owner
ship of the family farm. 

GENERA Tl ONS 

By Charla Knowles (Harris) 

Susannah McKenzie climbed the 
path behind her house, pausing 
every few steps to listen. It 
was barely daylight, but already 
she could hear the rumble of 
wagons. At the top of the hill, 
she stopped and shushed the cry
ing child clinging to her skirts 
as though it was dangerous to 
make a sound. 

In the valley below, she saw 
only two clouds of dust bill ow
ing in the gray half-light. 
Rebel soldiers had ridden by the 
house yesterday to warn her that 
a Yankee army was close to Rheas 
Mi 11, and she had offered the 
dust-covered young men a dipper 
of water from the well. She had 
not told them that her blind 

husband, fearful that he would 
be shot for e1 ther trea.son or 
cowardice, had fled to Texas 
over a year ago. but after the 
soldiers trudged out of sight, 
she had herded the one lonely 
cow, two horses, and six 
chickens into the storm cellar. 

Now as she leaned against a 
bare oak tree, pulling her cloak 
more tightly against the cold 
December wind, she wondered if 
the larger cloud near the river 
might be the Yankee army. The 
Rebs. she knew, occupied the 
hi 11 behi nd the Borden home. Mr. 
Clements told her that yester
day. He was always good about 
stoppIng by to check on her and 
give her the news from town. 

Suddenly, a thunderous boom 
rattled the ground beneath her 
feet. Another boom qu I c k l y fol 
lowed, and she watched in horror 
as thick black smoke rose from 
the valley. The billowing dust 
clouds merged, and the sharp 
cracking of rifles filled the 
silence between the deafening 
cannon fire. 

Her child, hardly a child at 
ten, watched intently the two 
r~8ing clouds of dust, no lon8er 
cryi ng. Susannah wondered if 
she, too, was horrified by the 
scene before her and then 
realized that her child was 
unaware of the butchery in those 
clouds. 

Minutes stretched into hours, 
and at some point, the cannons 
no longer seemed to rattle the 
hill. The acrid black smoke, 
though, had drifted up from the 
battlefield, and Susannah sensed 
the ferocity of the battle 
almost three miles away. 
Absorbed by the smoke and the 
cannon neither she nor her 
daughter heard the footsteps on 
the path behind them. A neighbor 
woman stepped into the clearing 
next to them wi thout speaki ng, 
her eyes focused on the battle. 

Susannah peeled her eyes away 
from the dust clouds and turned 
to the ashen woman, remembering 
that the woman's SOn had 
enlisted only a week ago. Surely 
he was not down there in those 
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clouds, but the woman1s face be
trayed her. 

The gray sky darkened, and 
icy rain pelted down as the 
booming and cracking below grew 
more intense. Then, deliberate
ly, one of the clouds moved back 
up the hill. The Rebs can't be 
retreat i ng, Susannah thought 
anxiously. She glanced at her 
neighbor who had begun to 
tremble. 

Not even when she had lain 
alone at night with the rifle 
propped against the empty pillow 
beside her had she believed that 
such a thi ng was possible. She 
had stood with arms crossed, on 
her porch when Rebel soldiers 
requisitioned her livestock, not 
the least bit fearful of the 
Yankees, or the Rebels, for that 
matter, because her family was 
hungry. 

But this ... this meant that 
the Rebs would lose. and Susan
nah also began to shake as she 
thought of her family. The child 
began to whi ne and shi ft from 
foot to foot, trying to stay 
warm. Susannah sent her home, 
unable to leave the scene before 
her, although the sun was slowly 
setting behind the rumbling 
brown-black clouds. 

The two clouds had rolled far 
to the west when the winter 
darkness enveloped her. In the 
valley, scattered campfires 
sprang up, sending up tiny 
bright specks in the night. The 
woman beside her still had not 
spoken. Susannah thought of the 
boy who had been fighting in the 
clouds below and suddenly 
decided what she would do. She 
gently touched the woman's arm 
and spoke to her softly but 
urgently. They would ride into 
town and find the boy. I f he was 
alive, the woman could rest 
easy, at least for tonight. If 
not ... well, at least the woman 
would know. The woman only 
nodded her head, and the two 
felt their way down the path in 
the black winter dusk. 

Soon they were rattling down 
the frozen road, Susannah driv
ing the horses. In the cloudy 

moonlight, only the dim eerie 
light from the lantern the woman 
held, made the familiar road 
visi ble. The thick odor of 
cannon smoke pervaded the night, 
burning Susannah's nose and eyes 
and the specks of campfire grew 
larger as the wagon clattered 
into the valley. 

A tired-looking Yankee sol
dier stopped the wagon as they 
approached the Borden home, 
questioning Susannah fiercely, 
but she noticed in his eyes a 
glazed, unseeing look, and after 
a moment, he softened. He 
pointed the women in the direc
tion of the battlefield, and 
Susannah led the woman down the 
hill, stepping gingerly. The 
only way to find the boy was to 
look for his body. 

Hours later, Su esa nria h ' s 
grimy, tear-streaked face mir
rowed the horror of the battle
field, Hundreds of dead bodies 
lay strewn acroSS the valley. 
Maybe he's still alive, she 
thought, but then near a tall, 
old maple tree, they found him. 
He was half-kneeling behind the 
tree as though he had been 
trying to shoot just one more 
Yankee before the retreat. 
Susannah remembered the boy--he 
couldn't be much older than 16-
from meetings at the Chapel. He 
was too young to be here, she 
thought as she stroked his 
blonde hair. The woman still 
knelt over his body, and 
Susannah got up and ran to o n e 

of the Yankee soldiers standing 
nearby. Despite his blue uni
form, the soldier picked up the 
boy reverently and carried him 
to the wagon up the hill. 

Susannah climbed into the 
wagon, now beginning to feel the 
wet chill that numbed her hands 
and feet. The moon was high 
overhead, and it reflected the 
tears streaming down the face of 
the woman in the back, nestling 
the boy's head in her lap. 
Vearily, Susannah picked up the 
reins, and the wagon rattled up 
the hill toward home. 

I awoke ouddenly, otartled by 
a noise outside, In the small 
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red glow from the electric 
blanket controls, I could barely 
read the clock. It was almost 
3: 00 a. rn, "What is that?" I 
thought, pulling the covers more 
tightly around my neck. I could 
hear someone snoring downstairs, 
but this sounded more like 
horses, Horses and a wagon I 
maybe. I lay there paralyzed for 
a few more mt. nutes and then the 
noise gradually faded away. 

(Charla, now Mrs. Stephen 
Harris of Texarkana I is the 
daughter of Charles and the late 
Colleen McKenzie Knowles, and 
the granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy McKenzie, and Mrs. War
ren Knowles and the late Mr. 
Knowles. Her great-great-grand
mother, Susannah McKenzie, lived 
in the Illinois Chapel Community 
where she and her husband home
steaded, and could have been the 
character in the story.) 
(Kettron Faddis recalls hearing 
the story from his father. The 
war victim was a II Morrison" 
and was buried in Sharp 

Cemetery. ) ****** 
~RS. ROLLANS WRrTES OF TRIP 
FRO~ TENNESSEE, 189S 
By Lanora Tennessee Dean Rollans 
(Xrs. H. F. Rollans, daughter of 
James Henry and Sally N<~Gill 

Dean who moved from Shelly-
Ville, Tennessee, to Pre i r i e 
Grove in 1895) 

'We left Wartrace, Tennessee, 
March 18th and arrived at Fay
e t.t.ev i Ll e . Arkansas, by train 
March 20, 1895. 

There had been an unusual 
amount of snow all winter wh i c h 
made deep mud everywhere. Mud on 
the floor of the depot at Fay
etteville was ankle-deep, and 
around outside were a lot of 
old-looking wagons hUb-deep in 
mud with teams fagged and tired 
looking, in need of good feed. 

The cousin Who came to meet 
us and take us to Prairie Grove 
had a three-seated hack--the 
first one we ever saw--and a 
good-looking team, so we started 
on a twelve-mile four-hour 
drive. With the exception of the 
hills we pulled through that 

deep mud most of the way. We 
stopped many times to let the 
team rest and when we finally 
arrived we had never seen a team 
so tired from a hard day's work 
in the fields. 

Fayetteville had some nice 
homes but the greater part of 
the town was drab and dirty 
looking. Paved streets and roads 
we now have I were beyond the 
Wildest dreams. 

Prairie Grove was a little 
place of a few hundred people 
and maybe a half-dozen two-story 
houses. The remainder of the 
houses, a few rooms, low and 
shabby affairs. The Cummings 
flour mill, a few stores, a 
blacksmi th shop and postoffice, 
were the busi ness houses. There 
were four churches--the Chris
tian, Methodist, Cumberland 
Presbyterian and the Baptist, 
have been remodeled and are 
still in use. The town now 
(1949) has seven churches. 

Around the town on farms, 
there were a few large homes 
built before the War Between the 
States. Some of which are nice 
homes yet. The John Co 1 e horne, 
the Tillys', the John Mock, the 
Col. Lake and the Billie Wilson 
place. (John Cole place became 
The Elms, home of H. C. Ma
gruders; the Wilson place became 
the Caswell Wilson home where 
Rollans Wilson now lives.) 

Horse-back and farm wagons 
were the mode of conveyance. 
There were two or three old 
buggies and maybe as many of 
those hacks' .I 

"Pra1.r1.e Grove Banner" was 
the name of the little paper 
pUblished here then. 

In 1901 a railroad was built 
from East of Fayetteville into 
Oklahoma. It was abandoned in 
the 1930s. 

The road went by our house 
and was a direct route from 
Oklahoma to Farmi ngton where a 
distillery was located. Many a 
horse-back rider went by with 
all the jugs he could tie on. 
For some years dozens of covered 
wagons passed. Fami 1 ies with 
their worldly possessions going 
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to Oklahoma for cheap land. The 
tragedy was I many of them came 
back by ina year or two much 
worse off and trying to get back 
home. 

The farm on which we lived 
was ~ part of the ground on 
which the Battle of Prairie 
Grove was fought during the war 
between the States. A lot of the 
battlefield is now a beautiful 
"Confederate Park,'1 

In the fall of '95 several 
nice homes were started and 
since then, in spt te of four 
wars, depre,:::,sions, floods and 
droughts, i mpr-ove me n t; ha ss been 
fairly steady. 

Sixty-tour vears has worked 
-'.,',-',.'._'-,'',",-',",",'-,' 

miracles for this part of the 
world. Paved streets and roads, 
electrici ty and an abundance of 
water and gas for heating is B. 

change I indeed, 

1941: The Butler horne on 
North Mock Street narrowl v es
caped burni TI8 Monday when a 
chimney burn~d GIlt. The fire 
fall tng down into the fireplace 
in the parlor caused t:hf':' mante1 
to catc-h fire. when discovered, 
the flames were leaping TO "the 
c e t Ld ne . I+:. V]a-::; p1)'f: (l11T by -the 
t ami Lv , be f c r e tlv,:, r t r-e +ruck 
arrivPQ, 

CENTER f'OiNT SCHOOL --1.9(.J4,' Edi tt: Csnn, Jan HVeI'V, ,~ub~ Nugent lne: T!nn','Jlan, (j~~,~e:'1:.."e 

net te (ann, Paul {ann, Clsbourn (ann, Ora csn», ,Tl7U J' fll .:W , BIll Nuqed, Ji» N""Q~,'7t !'!eO'~~;'d NI./

Pearl (ann, Porter Pittman, tescber: GMdcn qeot., Edna fI,,", l1alllh? F1!7(.~e,I·, ,i·kiJIer 
CI'lilJC,0, John Snu if!, Anns» I1Itct!ell, Nora 8ml tb, DW5nJfJI'e, RllY OJnS1I1l1re, 

PesrI Snuth, Lilly sni t» Hilie Smith, Stella 
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Family Pictures
 

Ifarlha Broughton, grandmolher of Earl T, 
OgdeJ' .II', Photo tsren sbout 1.°10, 10gden PhMo) 

Char lie Brought"n, Virgie, Jul le, Ha i ii e 
(Neal) Broughl"n, al7d vrctet ninn:«, Picture of 
bouee on corner (If Bush and Pit/Dian, scross 

hlghwa)' tro» Baptist Church, (Ogden Ph"I,'} 

Back Ro», Left I" Rlght,' Vivian Baggett 
h"Idlng BJ1Iie Lou, Ifyrlle Barnes Carl, Leta 
TayIM, Bernice IfcCMmick, Ruth IfrCM"ick, 
Vivian '5 hired girl, Ifae Lark, Kate st, John,' 
In iront, Jack Carl, Um deni itiea, Oarene 
Baggett, 1'8, Brook» rboto) 

Oean Carl, Searl' Carl7ey, Ozora Stevens and ~nnil James Hoover H"Imes and J, frank 
Iflnl7ie Broughton in 1.914, (Ogden Pholo) Holmes, (If, Sharp Ph"to) 
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Jsct. nul se, Deput v /'far5naJ} of t{~e eestern 

Distnet Sworn in on Jul» ':8, 18."e, inaise Pboto: 

Isaac Ne(),1to/7 Hulse, qrar,jr"arfJe i' :..,1l Bill 
HIJ}se,FougM in the Battle Qf rreir:e lif')~'e ana 

V~15 t.eke» prisoner ff!Lu'5e Fhoto I 

~11Jild/!,' ~,11,-1 ,tile,I'a ruise ~'el'e »srri ea F' the 
::L:9gv at C,'7d3 ~~/7 Ce:efllter ,'J '.~(.l_~, ~'7e. ~!e/':: 

osrent s c: 81 j J «ui se )-/(,','913i P/"":ct~l 

(, , ':';;. 
.oJ (JifNl ~":fI!itr vi tr: I)JS »ctbe: and t",le 

Sisters, ttert ana nsuoe St3,7di'?9 De,h.:nd ,"":1:).1 

Fh<..~tl' lIIad13 .'(1 /'3(}T, 

Van C, Tale and Ssr« lst«, mOlnn.l grand
perent» ot elll H~/se, Tiley lived al ona«, 

(HIJIse PtIiJtO) 

J, ~, UJn)) Snu th, his WIle and SL'I1, JJnMue, 
($1111 ttl PhlltO.! 
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(/832-1.q;S.! end SarahBarten Hrneld C~rlnr and .I'1/"S, cu»: Carl en tne: r SOU, 
Parks Carl ,1837-1925) (HelIJI rtiot ,? "I 

~'edC!lng ermverssr» In ,'_q4~~ (HelIJ) Pboto! 

:,'tand:ng, Sa,"~h Carl, srs . Jsc! Hsrl s»: 
'5eat-:~.· nrs . DolJ.lh Hel!!) and /11'5, Cli»! Csr], Ifr and ttrs . Cc'lph Helm In 1957, (Hel» Photo) 
JICtner t Hel» Ph"ro.l 

Back RQw: PJtlJ Step,i~rt, l1al'fln Shofner, Rol l sns, kalhleen Carl, Lena Carl, Fron! Row,' 
Harold Roll,:,ns, Jsses eitsor, Ot?Jn Roli en», Lut i l l e 8rtlnk, t.ouise Shofner, serton Carl, 
nsdote P.,p,': k.~tle stiotner, Sar~h Carl, Tjl1~ Edna Stewart, (BI't?p,istt?r PfIL1t,,) 
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Kick H:)I<': Ruth dnd ,'irt/II./f' ff~'(o!"~i!O, 0", E. 1: 

11((~'l'f;Iuk, Jim rsrls Frc.r: Ro~' DI)nald, Barrv 
and ,h'e Parks, (B, Broois Pbato) 

~"I' 

.r""; 

Ii' 
"" liIllll""," 

sr«, E, G, /'IeCormiek and members 01 tier 
I ami1r, rJL1Y (,/ebb Library fh,1t ".,1 

Dr, E, ti, secor»: c~ snd grandchildren, 
Donald Psrrs, Barr)' Parks! BernICe BrL1N:s, 

(8, BI'L'o/.:"s Pnoto! 

L, C, (Fay) /'IeC"I'AIlek IPal'k5 F"llly Photo) 

8aek Row: /innu 1111's, srover) /'IeC,'rmid, 
srover sccorei:«, /'Iyrtle 1/'11'5, !lo) Parks, 
/ir/hl/I' nccoreic«, RI/th (/'Irs, ~rthl/r) /'IcCormiek: 
Front Row: 8erniee IfcCormick, srs, E, G, /'IeC"r
nc«, Or, nccorstt«, Joe Park" OonaU park" 
8arry Park" IB, 8rooks Photo! 
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t,, 

FaMIly galherIng In ~eslvi11e, Oklahomi: 
Pedr1 «srt, T<lM Hart, J, H, Zellner, Belly 
Zellner! Ifary eilso», nre, JJJhn Pesrson, «Ito» 
sert, lIa I tie IIcC""i tk, Hayden and Rober I 
IIcCOI'MlCk, Julia Zellner, ~lIlry eiIso», two 
dallghters ot Job» Pearson, John Pearson, 

(Barnes rbot») 

rour generilions or Pyeall teml», Left 10 
RIght: Betty Pyeatt Zellner, Jul is Zellner 
Th"A/pson, Jill is ~nn Pyeatt end Herman frank lin 
Ttiospso», ITh,'mpson Pholo) 

The Cavin fanll1y: Hattie, Nora, Ella, lIi
nerve, ~nnanias, Ios and Neal, The sesl l qir l 
in tront is rsnm» Cavin, u il h s» Csvin PhIJtL') 

Back so«, Left 10 RJght: Edna Baggetl, 
sunner R, (Ii 150n, Ifar,v Polson/ Frank (li150n, 
Ifrs, Edna Stea'art, Dorse IfCC~"lrA)J(k/Bdrnes Pbot.o) 

J, C, Cunningham home, ~t present liMe JI is 
the Yosl home on High.ay 62 ~est, Pic lured, 
Lefl to Right: t.utt ie CunninghaM, Tenni« icun
mngham) noor«, frances (6rand"i) Cunninghi', 
Clyde scor», Denton ttoore end Esr! Cunningha4J, 

(Brewster Phot,') 

One hundred eighty-five c e r e 
of local products were shi pped 
out of Prairie Grove by the 

Vivian Baggett and baby (Brooks Photo) Frisco RQilway in 1926. 
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IJ/llfQ/'d Thol1lp5017, five yesrs old, 50n of !1r, 
and !fI'S, J, V Tbonpson ot Rheas ttit t , 

U/, Thompson rbot o) 

fd Horan standlng In Southern 6r"cerr Oe
pertnent in 1940, if, H""ah Photo) 

Left tc Righi, BUI R,,.: lida R"gers Bain, 
!fack Rot t sns, ctsrs Shofner: Front R,'w; fd 
Bawl unkn~~III17, Ed RL~ger51 Laura Youree, Oouglas 
Cummings, Ilorse ntcormr«, (Park Photo) 

O"fph Hef" and Cf i ttora Turner, "embers or 

rrurie ~Iwe ~'5eo.1I le'HI In (./Ie 1.9N5. 
(HefAi Phot,,) (UnI dent.: iied.1 (Pari Ph"t,,) 
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~t:t': t: ~~::;~t ;:'.'t.'~,,,; .. t:,~, ~2~'1Ial( cene 
~Il,';;;!.~':, !J", ., _-:l:;l,,')'.',"~ t:e";.':: ,~d5,~~:', 

fuly street scene in C~ne HIll, 
JIJ11.~ .:....el l ns» rhCiflipsCin age 3, (41, Thompson PhC'f!.1/ 

"tnonpson Photo.! 

sooth (~fNpbe jj {I f (dne ,1-11 II , (hUN a v (amp
bell 15 a son, ,I 

(Pal'l Pboto) 
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,.,~tudv Ci ub 0 { the ! .q}(lS, 

(11, Snsrt: Fboto! 

t izs serr ison, f11'St vi te ot	 B H, H-ai'i'150J7,
 

(f), Ra#Jsell Pnoto)
 

Sarah (a".! bor» ':t'".fj' t : i.4(1: 

; Freu.,~tl?: Ph~"(,,' 

Jennie ssrr ison, setoru: /IIlfe ot B, H, Harn

son, 10, R~!IIsey rnot.o) 
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Centennial Celebration 
"OCK PARK DEDICATION 
OPENS CENTENNIAL PRD6RAN 

The Centenni~l Celebr~tion 

for the City of Prairie Grove 
began at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
july 2, 1988, with the Dedica
tion of Mock Park. 
~ ~I 

/fayor Eileen /fanning speaks at Centennial
 
Celebration. (D. flis.ell PMto)
 

The new gazebo was the set
ting for the ceremony which in
cluded: Invocation, Dr. R. D. 
Manni ng, Mayor 1975-76; Presen
tation of Flags, American Le
gion; Pledge of Allegiance, Ra
chel Wagner; National Anthem, 
Prairie Grove School Band; Spe
cial Introductions, Mayor Eil-

Presentation of V.S. Flag by ~Meriran Legion 
at Park Delfiration roelrirh Photo) 

leen Manning; and Special Pre
sentations, J. W. (Bill) Ramsey, 
State Representative. 

A grant from the Arkansas De
partment of Parks and Tourism 
turned 1988 into a year of 
beaut '.fication and improvements 
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at Mock Park. Bruce Davis, who 
was a member of the Prairie 
Grove City Council at the time, 

was instrumental in securing the 
grant, and Larry Oelrich, City 
Administrator, was in charge of 
construction and overseeing the 
project. 

Funds from the grant were 
used to build the concrete steps 
leading down to Mock Spring (as 
it was before the spring was en
closed to meet State Health De
partment regulations for city 
water supplies); a rustic fence 
with brick cornerposts enclose 
the spring; brick and concrete 
sidewalks were laid through the 

6athering for Park Dediration and Centennial 
Celebration JUly 2 and 3, 1988 (0. flis.ell Photo) 

Park; rustic playground equip
ment was installed; and a gaze
bo, which can be used for pro
grams or musical entertainment 
was added. 

To complete the renovation, 
the City of Prairie Grove funded 
the construction of brick rest



rooms; and the landscaping of 
the Park. Westwood Gardens, 
owned and operated by Mr. and 
Mrs, Russell Black, was awarded 
the Lendssc e p r ng contract. Orna
mental and shade trees were set, 
shrubs ann flowerbeds were 
placed along sidewalks and 
around the spring, creating an 
attractive, useful area in the 
center of Prairie Grove. 

sock Psr« Entrance, showJng Spring, lIaUs and 

Flower Beds ilillen fh,'to) 

6iANT ~IRE~OR~S DISPLAy 
(LGSE~ SATuRDAY ACTIVITIES 

frairie v.r ove ' ~ !j~T!tennj a I 
Celcbr'ation over the July -i th 
ho Lt d ava '('{a:~ ms r k ed t.v ma n v 
special a'~tivities: 

1\ nu rub-a r- of the 
houses h~,! irlterestiu2 window 
li:'-JplbI'::';' Iilo.l-l-:::':'n;.c; tlJ,o;; (j'~'=a.sion. 

:-:::'UITK:: e~;]plLJYI-=-'::~-,:: hT'2~ E drs':3':::,,,,,,d i n 

Flower Beds and Spring i n not« fark
 
tllelr ict. fhoto)
 

period costumes, 
Followin~ the dedication of 

the newly-renovated ~OCK rarK at 

St8PS Itve 5ttli-i5 vere -et tste: ],11 I':;,~cg slc»: 
~'1 th c trier lfiiprL'>emf:)!s tel' t,:!? L~"'re,""':,/ 

Ce l ebrei ic.i. 

10 a,m, Saturday, candles on the 
Centennial Birthday Cake were 
1 ighted. Special guests were 
introduced by Mayor Ei leen Man
ning, and State Representative 
Bill Ramsey made special pre
sentations, 

Browsing sites were open both 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon 
and attracted large crowds: The 
hospi tal i ty room at First Fed
eral Savings and Loan contained 
displays by local artists. 
Martha Flynt was in charge. Area 
artists whose work was displayed 
included: Keith Black, well 
known sculptor; Temple Skelton, 
artist; Dorothy <Hobbs> Camp
bell, painter; Irene Dykes Ber
nard, teacher-artist; Mari on 
Sharp, who works wi th graphite 
pencil and watercolors; and 
Karye Jones Huckins, still-life 
paintings. <Mary also pr ov i ded 
the line-drawing for the cover 
of the Centennial History Book. ) 

Martha Blakemore was in 
charge of the display of antique 
quilts in the Municipal Court 
Room. A number of very old 
quilts and spreads were shown. 
She was assisted by Violet 
Nations. 

Pictures and articles for 
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publication in the Prairie Grove 
Centennial History Book were 
displayed in the Prairie Grove 
Water Department office. Mr. and 
Krs. G. E. Wiswell wer-e assisted 
by Miss Lorene Jones in that 
department. 

Saturday afternoon ice cream 
was served at the Webb Club 
House by the Federai:ed Woman's 
Club. 

At 4:00 p.m. activities moved 
to the Prairie Grove School 
area. Open House and exhibits 
were held at the High School and 
old-time games were featured. 

A program of Country Music 
was provided to entertain as the 
crowd gathered and waited for 
the Fireworks Display. Seats in 
the football stadium were filled 
for an outstanding display of 
fireworks. 

Members of the Prairie Grove 
Lions Club were in charge of the 
hamburger and cold drink sales, 
as well as the much-enj oyed 
fireworks display. 

Sunday morning local churches 
were encouraged to ring their 
bells 100 times, and use the 
centennial theme in their morn
ing worship program. 

A Gospe 1 Si ngi ng at Battle
field Park at 5: 00 p. rn. closed 
the activities. 

TRAIL OF TEARS GROUP 
VISITS PRAIRIE GROVE 

The Trail of Tears Commemora
tive Wagontrain, 1988, which was 
on a 1,OOO-mile journey through 
six states, entered Ar-ka n-sc ss at 
Gateway on November 25, then 
journeyed to Pr-a i r i e Grove for 
an overnight stay at Prairie 
Grove Battlefield Park on Novem
ber 28. They were greeted by lo
cal officials and other Prairie 
Grove residents. 

The Wagon Train travelled 
from Tennessee through Kentucky, 
Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas and 
Oklahoma in commemoration of the 
sesquicentennial of the forcible 
removal of the Choctaw, Chicka
saw, Seminole and Creek Indian 
tribes beginning in 1830 and 
ending in 1838 with the Chero
kees. 

People along the route were 
invited to join the train for 
any distance---to begin and end 
the trip wherever they desired 
from Cleveland, Tennessee, to 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 

PRAIRIE GROVE BATTLE
 
REENACTMENT FIRST OF OECEMBER
 

Reenactment of the Battle of 
Prairie Grove will be held this 
year during the first week of 
December. The Reenactment is an 
annual event at Prairie Grove 
Battlefield Park, and this year 
it is to be a part of Frai rie 
Grove's Centennial observance. 
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:Un memorium
 
of 

Charles Emmitt Woolverton 

Born January 19, 1559
 
Died March 11, 1971
 

Charles Emmitt Woolverton was 
born in Prairie Grove January 
19, 1889, the son of James Wil
liam and Ella Nora Liner Wool-
verton, James and Ella had three 
other children, a daughter who 
died in infancy, Selma Beulah 
and James Floyd. All the 
children attended school in 
Prairie Grove, As a young man, 
Charles went to Greeley, Color
ado, where he worked for ~he 

Colorado Milling and Elevator 
Company. In Greeley, he met Mary 
Elizabeth Rowe whom he married 
on April 30, 1913. Shortly 
after, Charles was promoted to 
head night miller at the com
pany's plant in Caldwell, ldaho. 
While in Caldwell, their three 
children were born. Charles Ern
mitt, Jr., Ruth, who died in 
infancy, and Helen Maurine. 

Charles, affectionately known 
as Charlie to his many friends, 
had long been interested in 
pharmacy. When he learned the 
II drug st.ore" in Prai rie Grove 
was having financial problems, 
Charlie moved his family to 
Prairie Grove. Charlie went to 
Pharmacy School in Little Kock. 

Mary, an accomplished pi
anist. shared her talent gener
ousl y. Soon both Mary and Char
lie were active in the Methodist 
Ch u r ch and other civic and 
social activitjes in the commu
nity. Charle,=" and Maurine at 
tended the Prairie Grove 
schools. 

Mary became very interested 
in having an Eastern Star chap
ter in Prairie Grove and worked 
with others in succeeding to 8S

tablish the Prairie Grove f'hap
ter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star about 1925, 

I beljeve my daddy served as 
Mayor for one term at the high 
salary of $1,00 per year. 

Mary and Charlie enjoyed 
their two grandchildren, Charles 
Richard Lee, who now lives in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and 
Patricia Maurine Lee Laubach, 
who lives in Houston, Texas, 

Mary died May 15, 1962, and 
Charlie died March 11, 1971. 
Charles, Jr. • died July 19, 
1979, All are buried in the 
Prairie Grove Cemetery. 

Maurine Woolverton McMillan 
lives in Houston, Texas. 

In Loving Memory 

by 

Maurine Woolverton McMillan 
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of 

Willard G. Bartholomew 

Born June 12, 1916 

A butcher by trade,
 
A singer at heart,
 
A man in this world,
 
Who played a big part;
 

In spreading good news
 
To those who were sad, 
Just hearing him sing 
Would make a heart glad. 

He traveled these hills 
For qUite a few years, 
Just singing his songs
 
And spreading good cheer.
 

He taught his four children
 
To sing them old songs,
 
With him and dear mom
 
We'd sing right along.
 

We sometimes would sing 
For hours on end, 

Died April 30, 1970 

Then go somewhere else 
And do it aga in. 

A kindhearted man 
Who went out of his way, 
To help someone out
 
And brighten their day.
 

He never somplained 
Nor would he embrace, 
A thought of a frown 
To put on his face 

And out of his mouth 
You would never hear 
A word of unkindness 
To fallon one's ear. 

lim proud to have known 
And more proud to have had,
 
This wonderful man
 
To be my dear dad.
 

In Loving Memclry 

by 

Dee Bartholomew 
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IfII 1JJltmot ium
 
Martin Elbert Beaty 

Born February 10, 1905
 
Died January 15, 1955
 

Mr. and Mrs. Elbert Beaty 
(Virgie) came to Prairie Grove 
to make their home in 1940 and 
were residents here until their 
deaths. They had three children: 
Maxine Beaty Fortenberry of 
Little Rock, ARi Juanita Beaty 
Boatright of Lynchburg, VA; and 
Robert Leon Beaty of Burlington, 
IA. After the death of Virgie, 
Elbert married Ella Zinn in No
vember, 1975. Ella lived in Lub
bock 1 Texas, and was a cousin of 
Virgie. 

Elbert Beaty was a native of 
Viney Grove where he lived until 
moving to Prairie Grove, except 
for a few years in the late 
1920s when he and Virgie lived 
in Arizona and Texas. His par
ents were Leven Will and Lillie 
Crawford Beaty, who were from 
pioneer families in the Viney 

of Virgie Zinn Beaty 
Born August 9, 1902 

Died February 5, 1977 

Grove community. 
Virgie Beaty was born in 

Afton, Texas. Her parents were 
Rev. Jacob Albert Zinn, V, ~nd 

Alice Casteel Zinno Rev. Zinn, a 
Methodist, was a fi fth genera
tion preacher. His predecessors 
in the long 1 i ne of preachers 
were Cumberland 
Rev. Zinn served 
Methodist Church 
several years. 

The Beatys 
Methodists who 

Presbyterian. 
the Viney Grove 
as pastor for 

were lifelong 
were faithful 

Christians and active members af 
their church. Virgie served for 
25 years as superintendent af 
the children's division of the 
Sunday School at Prairie Grove 
Methodist Church. She was a 
graduate of Clarendon College 
(Texas) and taught school in 
Benton and Washington counties 
prior to her marriage to Elbert 
June 27, 1926. After moving to 
Prairie Grove, she worked as a 
seamstress in her home. Virgie 
and Elbert lived in the old 
house on the corner of Bush and 
Mock Streets from 1943 to 1959, 
when they bu i 1 t a new home one 
block west on Bush Street. 

Elbert was a carpenter and 
cabinet maker by trade. In 1942 
he became a rural letter carrier 
for the U.S. Postal Service, and 
he repaired and refinished 
furni ture as an avocation. Dur
ing his 26 years of postal 
service, he drove approximately 
356,000 mi les on the three 
routes out of Prairie Grove Post 
Office. His first years were on 
Route 1, and later on Routes 2 
and 3. 

Elbert and Virgie Beaty are 
buried in the Prairie Grove 
Cemetery. 

In Loving Memory by 

The Beaty Children 
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In Rlemotium.
 
of 

The D. N. Ralston Family 

David Newton Ralston father Laura McBroom Ralston mother 
(b. 1860 in Tennessee), Gilbert Cb , 1868 in Tennessee), Alec Da
Hugh - son (b. 1898 in Tennes vid - son (b. 1896 in Tennessee)
see), Marguerite - daughter (b. and Hal Clinton - son Cb , 1892 
1903 in Kiowa County, Oklahoma), in Tennessee) 

this house on the south edge of 
This pioneer family left Ten Prairie Grove until 1912. They 

nessee in 1900 to homestead a then moved to Viney Grove, where 
farm in the newly-opened land in Robert Enoch was born in 1912, 
Kiowa County, Oklahoma. Having later they moved to Gentry and 
proven their claim, they sold finally to Gravette. 
that land and moved the family On the day this picture was 
to Prairie Grove in 1908 for the made, the men of the family were 
advantages of a more established cutting wood when the photogra
community and education for the pher arrived. They decided to 
children, Mr, Ralston was a car include their tools in the fami
penter and built a number of ly picture. Mr. Ralston is hold
homes and other bUildings in ing the axe and Alec is display
Prairie Grove. They lived in ing the crosscut saw. 

In Loving Memdl'y 

by 

Betty Baker and Ann Baker 

Granddaughterand Great-Granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. N. Ralston 
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lin memotium
 
of 

John Garland Buchanan Betty Velma Buchanan Ralston 
Born January 24, 18.93

"-=c~!-n CJ,~-tCJr.Jer o . lb'~4 
[l1ed November 25, 1969l'je,jADril, 19'76 

Children of John Andrew Buchanan 
and ElizBbeth Thomas Buchanan 

V~lma Bn0 Gar]and were or rated The farm which had been in 
r-he ne o in their teens, They at the family since the oriRinal 
~endRd the CollRge of the Ozarks patent. He was a representative 
in Clarksville, Arkansas. Velma of Washington County Farmers Mu
l3ter graduated from Cottev Col tual Fire Insurance Company for 
108e, Nevada, Missouri. and more than 25 years and a member 
i::Q.ug)'tt <c h oo l in Cane Hill, of the Wash1 ngt~on County Board 
Farrning~on and Greenland, Arkan of Equalization for a number of 
S3.S, in thR 1920-:c. G,~rland ope- years. 

In Loving Memory 

by 

Betty Baker and Ann Boker 

D3.ughter and Granddaughter of Velma. Buchanan Ralston 
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Too Late to Classify� 

J. :3herrnan Di 11 
,1910 Photo) 

.J Sherma.n Dill wa:::; a. farmer 
in the Prairie Grove area tar a 
number of years before bu v i r-s- a 
home and mov i ng to town wber-e he 
went to school to further his 
eduL:;at:ion. 

He wa.s elected State ;3E'T13.T.Or 

t r om the i-<ifth I 1i'3"tricl.: ,W.3.sh
in8ton I_ounty), and served in 
the 37th and 38th 'Jeneral Assem
blies of Arkansas. 

J. S. Dill was el(~cted Mayor 
(1 Prairie Grovl~ in 1906 and 
'::;erved through 1908. After he 
completed two terms as Arkansas 

State Senator he returned to 
Prairie Grove and was re-elected 
Mayor for 1913-14. 

Thirty-one of the Stai~es of 
the Union have counties named 
for General George Washington, 
the first president of the USA. 
Wa·.:;hington County, Arkansas, was 
created October 27, 1826. It has 
approximately 855 square miles 
within its limits and has an 
avrage elevation of 1450 feet. 

C~RL DILL 

A son 0 f J. S, Di 1 J, I_a.r 1 
Di 11 s.?rved ?;IS :=:I. page whi le his 
fathe~ WdS State Sena.~or. He wa~ 

r e c omme ncied t'y a. grr.Jup of Pr e t r-> 

ie Grove businessmen as sJlown on 
t.he card. 

i5Ut'f' you 
lZreatly 

(Dixie Rone of Springdale, a 
granddaughter of J. S. Dill. 
provided the pictures and above 
information which was received 
too late to be included with 
other Prairie GrOVE' Mayors.) 
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